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Chap.  I.  intereftlng ;.  when  profpe£ls,  big  with  the  utmoft  importance,  fpruiig 
up  in  a  variety  of  fhapes,  and  gave  birth  to  thofe  decifive  events 
which  fo  fpeedily  followed.  Whilft  feveral  European  powers  pri« 
vately  affifted  the  colonies,  in  oppofition  to  the  mother  country, 
they  undoubtedly  injured  the  interefts  of  Great  Britain,  without 
allowing  her  the  advantage  of  reprifal ;  but  when  France  and  Spain 
thew  off  the  malk,  and  openly  embraced  the  caufe  of  American  in- 
dependence, the  nature  of  the  war  underwent  a  manifeft  alteration. 
From  that  epoch,  different  political,  as  well  as  naval  and  military 
meafures,  might  have  been  adopted.  The  magnitude  of  the  con- 
federacy was  evident ;  and  fortunate  would  it  have  been  for  Eng- 
land, had  (lie  attacked  the  vulnerable  fituation  of  her  avowed  ene- 
mies at  that  momentous-  and  critical  period.  An  immediate  atten- 
tion to  the  Weft  Indies,  and  an  early  evacuation  of  New  York, 
might  have  produced  fuch  Important  confequences,  as  would  in  all 
human  probability,  have  given  a  different  termination  to  tlie  war  ; 
Her  blood  and  treafures  might  then  have  been  faved;.her  natural 
enemies  might  then  have  been  humbled  ;  and  America  would  have 
reforted  again  to  the  prote6lion  of  her  parent  ftate,  after  Great  Bri- 
tain had  vindicated  her  own  dignity,  and  eflablifhed  that  pre-emi- 
nence, which  file  had  acquired  in  her  late  contell:  with  the  houfe 
of  Bourbon.  But  as  it  is  intended  only  to  enter  into  a  detail  of 
occurrences  which  took  place  in  the  fouthern  provinces,  during  the 
campaigns  of  1780  and  1781,  and  not  to  deviate  into  political  dif- 
quiiitions,  it  will  be  fufficient  to  point  out  the  primary  caufe  upon 
which  the  principal  events  were  hinged,  and  then  proceed  to  the 
narrative  of  military  operations. 

Effea  of  In  the  autumn  of  the  year  1779,  Congrefs  was  confiderably  ad- 

D'Eftaing's  ...  ..'._,. 

attack  upon   vaflced  in  credit  and  power  by  the  military  combination  in  Georgia. 

Savannah.  ^_,, 

The 
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The  appearance  of  the  French,  although  the  attack  upon  Savannah    Cha?.  I. 

was  ■  not   crowned   with    fuccefs,    re-animated    the    expiring    vigour 

of  the    defponding   Americans,    and    confirmed   the   attachment   of 

the  unfteady.     The  lofs  of  the  naval  fuperlority   prefented  an  un- 

expeded  fcene  to  the  Britlfli  commander  in  chief,  counteraded  the 

promife    of  the    minifler,   (i)    and    equally  deranged    the  intentions 

of  both.     After  that  event,  Adminiflration    could    never  hope  for   a 

fortunate   period   to   the  American   war,    except   in    full   confidence 

that  the  fleets  of  England  could  prevent  the  fhips  of  France,  from 

giving    interruption   to    the    military   operations    in    that   quarter  of 

the  globe  :    And    undoubtedly,    the    fuccefs    of   the    commander   in  \ 

chief  on  the  weftern  continent,   and  the  future  expedatlons  of  the 

loyalifts,  could   only   be   founded   on   the   permanent   fuperiority   of 

the  British  navy. 

During  the  fiege  of  Savannah,  Sir  Henry  Clinton  withdrew  the  Rhode  Ifland 

evacuated. 

garrifon  from  Rhode  Ifland,  and  by  concentrating  his  force,  he 
prepared  for  a  vigorous  defence,  if  attacked  at  New  York,  or  for 
ofFenfive  operations,  after  the  departure  of  the  French  from  the 
American  coaft.  The  failure  of  D'Eftaing  in  Georgia,  and  the 
approach  of  December,  caufed  the  numerous  levies  of  militia  to 
difperfe,  and  the  continental  army  to  retire  to  winter  quarters  in 
the  Jerfies  and  upon  Hudfon's  river. 

Upon   receiving  intelligence   of  thefe  events.    Sir  Henry  Clinton  Embarkation 

of  a  body  of 

ordered  a  number   of   tranfports   to  be   fitted  up   for   the  reception  troops, 
of  a  corps  of  about  eight  thoufand  five  hundred  men  ;  likewife,  horfe, 
ordnance,  and  victualling  veflels,  requifite  for  fucli  an  ari-ny.     South 

(i)  Lord  George  Germain. 

B  2  Carolina 
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Chap.  I.  Carolina  fuggefted  itfelf  as  the  grand  objeft  of  enterprize  ;  the  mild- 
nefs  of  the  climate,  the  rlchnels  of  the  country,  its  vicinity  to  Geor- 
gia, and  its  diftance  from  General  Washington,  pointed  out  the  advan- 
tage and  facility  of  its  conqueft.  As  foon  (a.)  as  the  commander  in 
chief  had  certain  intelligence  of  the  return  of  the  French  fleet  to  the 
Weft  Indies,  he  arranged  the  public  bufinefs  at  New  York,  committed 
the  command  of  the  King^s  troops  during  his  abfence  to  Lieutenant- 
general  Knyphaufen,  and  embarked  with  four  flank  battalions,  twelve 
regiments  and  corps,  Britifh,  Heflian,  and  Provincial,  a  powerful  de- 
tachment of  artillery,  two  hundred  and  fifty  cavalry,  and  ample  fup— 
plies  of  military  flores-  and  provifions.. 

SlrHenry         VicE-ADMfRAL  Arbuthnot,   wfth  a  naval  force  competent  to  the- 
from  New     purpofe,  aud  which  was  fuperlor   to   any  thing  in  the  American  feas,.. 

York,  and  .  -.,-...  _^ 

arrives  at      prepared  to  convoy  this  expedition  to  the  place  of  its  deuination.     On 

Savannah* 

the  26th  of  December  1779,  the  whole  fleet  got  under  way,  and  with- 
out difficulty  cleared  the  ice  in  New- York  harbour.  For  a  few  days 
the  weather  proved  favourable  ;  the  admiral  led  the  van,  and  kept  ia 
Ihore  ;  but  this  gleam  of  good  fortune  was  not  fuflSieiently  permanent 
to  give  a  fortunate  termination  to  the  voyage;  a  fuccefllon  (b.)  of 
florms  difperfed  the  fleet ;  few  Ihips  arrived  at  Tybee  in  Georgia  be- 
fore the  end  of  January,  fome  were  taken,  others  feparated,  one  ord- 
nance veflel  foundered,  moll  of  the  artillery,  and  all  the  cavalry 
Difficulties  to horfesperiflied.     Thefe  accidents  greatly  deranged  and  impeded  the 

encounter  be-  _ 

fore  the  fiege  intended   attack  upon- Charles    town.      The  lofs  of  ftores,   cavalry, 

of  Charles 

town.  and  military  equipage,  would  have  been  fenfibly  felt  in  any  fituation  ;> 

but   in  the  prefent,  nearly  proved  deftruftive  to  the  expedition.     The 
commander  in  chief,  with  the  afllflance  of  the  admiral,  the  generals^ 

(a.)  In  note  B.  (b.)  In  note  B.. 

and; 
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and  other  officers,  fought  with  indefatigable  ardour  to  remedy  thefe  Chap.  I. 
misfortunes.  The  troops  who  had  fo  gallantly  defended  Savannah 
againft  the  joint  efforts  of  the  French  and  Americans,  welcomed  the 
arrival  of  the  royal  army,  and  contributed  their  endeavours  to  alle- 
viate prefent  difficulties,  and  to  participate  in  future  glory.  Accord- 
ing to  American  accounts,  (a.)  the  delay  occafioned  by  the  damage  fuf- 
tained  on  the  voyage,  yielded  the  continentals,  the  ftate  troops,  and 
the  militia,  a  favourable  opportunity  to  augment  the  fortifications  of 
Charles  town,  and  by  the  united  exertions  of  art  and  labour  to  ren- 
der them  formidable.  From  this  circumftance  it  may  be  inferred,  that 
the  crofles  and  accidents  which  had  hitherto  befallen  the  King's, 
troops,  did  not  in  the  end  prove  a  real  calamity  ;  as  the  period  con- 
fumed  in  reparation  of  the  loffes  fuftained,  allowed  time  to  the  Ameri- 
cans, enabled  them  to  affemble  their  forces,  and  colledt  provifions 
and  other  ffores  neceflary  for  the  garrifon,  and  finally,  by  affording 
them  an  opportunity  to  perfect  their  fortifications,  gave  them  confi- 
dence (b.)  to  hazard  their  lives  and  fortunes  upon  the  event  of  a  fiegc.. 

Sra  Henry  Clinton  loft  no  time  in  forwarding  the  original  inten- 
tion of  the  expedition.     On   the   loth  of  February  1780,  the  tranf- 
ports,  with  great  part  of  the  army  on  board,  convoyed  by  a  proper 
force,  failed  from  Savannah  to  (c.)  North  Edifto,  the  place  of  de- 
barkation^    which   had  been   previoufly  appointed.     They  had  a  fa- 
vourable  and  fpeedy  (a.)   pafiage  ;    and  though  it  required  time  to- 
have  the  bar  explored,  and   the  channel  marked,  by  the  adivity  of 
the  navy,  thefe  difficulties  were  furmounted,  the  tranfports  all  entered 
the  harbour  the  next  day,  and  the  army  immediately  took  poiTeffion 
©f  John's  ifland  and  Stono  ferry:    James'  ifland,  Perreneau's  land- 

(a.)  In  note  A..  (b.)  In  note  A.  (c.)  In  note  JB..  (a.)  In  note  P.. 
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Chap.  I,  Ing,  Wappo  Cut,  and  other  adjacent  places,  were  foon  afterwards 
obtained;  and  by  a  bridge  thrown  over  the  canal,  the  neceffary  com- 
munications were  fecured',  and  the  advanced  part  of  the  King's  army 
occupied  the  bank  of  Afliley  river,  oppofite  to  Charles  town  :  This 
pofition,  for  the  prefent,  was  the  mofh  eligible  that  could  be  efta- 
bliihed  ;  the  air  was  healthful,  and  provifions  were  plentiful  ;  its  fitu- 
^tion  equally  covered  the  Wappo  cut,  through  which  the  boats  and 
gallies  were  to  pafs  for  the  croffing  the  troops  over  Afliley  river,  and 
protedled  the  corps  which  was  to  march  under  the  command  of  Bri- 
gadier-general Patterfon  from  Savannah. 

When  the  commander  in  chief  quitted  that  place,  to  proceed  to 
the  neighbourhood  of  Charles  town,  many  of  the  tranfports  were 
not  arrived  from  the  voyage  ;  the  lofs  of  men  and  flores,  made  it  ne- 
ceffary  to  difpatch  an  order  to  New  York  for  reinforcements  of  both, 
from  that  garrifon.  Intelligence  was  now  daily  obtained,  that  the 
defences  of  Charles  town  increafed  very  faft,  and  that  the  troops 
who  were  to  maintain  them,  received  hourly  additions  from  Virginia 
and  the  two  Carolinas.  In  confequence  of  this  information,  the  gene- 
ral did  not  hefitate  to  make  preparations,  to  affemble  in  greater  force 
than  appeared  reqiiifite  at  the  firft  view  of  the  expedition  ;  in  addition, 
therefore,  to  the  order  conveyed  to  the  northward,  commands  were 
forwarded  to  Major-general  Prevoft,  to  fend  a  detachment  of  twelve 
.hundred  (d.)  men,  the  cavalry  inclufive,  from  the  garrifon  of  Savan- 
nah. This  order  reached  its  deftination,  before  Lieutenant-colonel 
Tarleton  with  the  principal  part  of  the  dragoons,  arrived  in  Tybee 
harbour.  He  found  the  condition  of  his  corps  mortifying  and  diftref- 
£ng;  the  horfes  of  both  officers  and  men,  which  had  been  embarked 

(d.)  In  note  B.  , 
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in  excellent  order  were  deftroyed,  owing  to  the  badnefs  of  the  veflels  ^"ap.  I. 
employed  to  tranfport  them,  or  to  the  feverity  of  the  weather  on  the 
paflage  ;  and  unfortunately  there  was  no  fubftitute  to  be  found  in 
Georgia  to  remedy  fuch  a  cataftrophe.  In  this  forlorn  condition, 
Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  requefled  the  ufe  of  fome  of  the  quarter-- 
mafter-general's  boats*  to  tranfport  his  men  and  furniture  to  Port- 
Royal  ifland,  in  order  to  colleft  at  that  place,  from  friends  and  ene- 
mies, by  money  or  by  force,  all  the  horfes  belonging  to  the  iflands  in 
the  neighbourhood.  This  demand  was  complied  with,  as  there  was  no 
other  chance  of  obtaining  horfes  to  carry  the  dragoons  and  their  ap- 
pointments to  Brigadier-general  Patterfon's  corps,  which  was  foon  to 
march  in  the  vicinity  of  that  quarter,  on  its  route  to  the  main  army. 

About  the  middle  of  March,  General  Patterfon  croffed  the  Savan- 
nah river,  and  on  .his  march  towards  the  Cambayee,  through  fwamps 
and  difficult  paffes,  had  frequent  fkirmifhes  with  the  militia  of  the 
country  :  A  cafual  engagement  likewife  took  place  between  Majors 
Fergufon  and  Cochrane,  the  former  with  his  own  corps,  the  latter 
with  the  infantry  of  the  Britifli  legion  ;  in  which,  the  intrepidity  and 
prefence  of  mind  of  the  leaders  prevented  any  fatal  extremity.  Thefe 
adlive  officers,  with  their  light  troops,  moved  on  the  flanks  of  Briga"^ 
dier-general  Patterfon's  command,  and  each  receiving  intelligence  of  a 
corps  of  the  enemy  in  the  front,  thought  to  furprife  the  Americans, 
and  by  an  attack  in  the  night  deliver  the  main  body  from  moleftation, 
Fergufon  marched,  and  arrived  early  in  the  night  near  the  poft  from 
which  he  meant  to  diflodge  the  enemy  ;  he  found  they  were  de- 
camped, and  he  took  their  pofition,  as  the  King's  troops  were  to  pafs 
near  it  in  the  morning  :  Cochrane  reached  the  place  before  day,  and 
judging  by  the  fires  that  the  enemy  were  ftill  in  poffeffion,  he  led  his 
men  to  the  attack  with  fixed  bayonets,  when  the  two  commanders, 
J  in 
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Chap.  I.  Ju  front  of  their  refpeftlve  corps,  recognized  each  other's  voice,  and 
fuppreffed  a  confliit  which  might  have  been  both  mortifying  and  de- 
^rudive.  Officers  of  this  enterprifing  defcrlption,  removed  the  diffi- 
culties which  occurred  to  "General  Patterfon,  on  his  march  through  a 
country  Interfefted  with  creeks  and  morafles,  and  facilitated  his  ap- 
proach to  the  neighbourhood  of  Port-Royal  ifland  ;  fronci  whence,  he 
■  xJifpatched  an  order  to  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton,  to  join  him  with 
the  cavalry,  then  lying  at  Beaufort,  if  he  had  affembled  a  fufficlent 
number  of  horfes  to  remount  the  dragoons  ;  the  number  was  com- 
plete, but  the  quality  was  inferior  to  thofe  embarked  at  New  York 
•by  the  detachment  of  the  17th  light  dragoons,  and  by  the  legion. 
The  corps  felt  not  difcouraged  by  this  circumftance,  but  inflantly 
joining  General  Patterfon,  fought  for  occafion  to  acquire  better  horfes 
by  exertion  and  enterprife.  The  inhabitants  of  Carolina  having  heard 
of  the  lofs  of  the  cavalry  horfes  at  fea,  had  flattered  themfelves  that 
they  could  not  be  fpeedily  recruited.  In  order  to  confine  the  Britifli 
troops  as  much  as  poffible  to  the  line  of  march,  and  to  prevent  their 
colleftlng  horfes  in  the  country,  fome  of  them  accoutred  themfelves  as 
cavaliers,  and  a  few  days  after  the  junftion  of  the  dragoons  from 
Beaufort,  ventured  to  infult  the  front  of  General  Patterfon's  corps, 
which  was  compofed  of  his  cavalry,  who  made  a  charge,  unexpedled 
by  the  Americans,  and  without  any  lofs  took  fome  prifoners,  and  ob- 
tained a  number  of  horfes.  This  affair  was  nearly  counterbalanced  in 
the  neighbourhood  of"  Rantol's  bridge,  where  a  body  of  the  continen- 
tal cavalry,  confifting  of  Wafhington's  and  Bland's  light  horfe,  and 
Pulalki's  huffars,  carried  off  Lieutenant-colonel  Hamilton,  of  the 
North-Carolina  provincial  regiment,  with  fome  other  prifoners  ;  and 
owing  to  the  imprudence  of  the  officer  who  commanded  the  advanced 
guard  of  the  Britifli  dragoons,  fent  in  purfuit,  was  on  the  point  of 
gaining  advantage  over  that  corps.     The  error  was  reftified,  and  the 

3  affair 
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affair  ended  with  equal   lofs  to  both  parties.     Nothing  material  oc-    Chap.  I. 
curred  from  this  period,  and  General  Patterfon  foon  after  joined  Sir 
Henry   Clinton,    who   was   occupied  in  eftablilhing  magazines,    and 
erefting  works  to  defend  the  communications,  near  the  banks  of  (a.) 
Aftiley  river. 

Captain  Elphinflone  of  the  navy,  having  Rationed  the  gallies  to  The  army: 

ciols  Afliley 

protect  the  boats  on  their  paffage  with  the  troops  to  the  neck,  twelve  river. 
miles  above  Charles  town,  the  main  body  of  the  forces  moved  from 
their  ground,  embarked,  and  crofled  the  river  on  the  29th  of  March 
without  oppofition.  (b.)  On  the  following  day,  Sir  Henry  Clinton 
ordered  the  light  infantry  and  yagers,  fupported  by  the  grenadiers,  and 
the  other  corps  and  regiments,  to  gain  the  principal  road,  and  move 
on  towards  the  lines  of  the  enemy.  A  few  fcattered  parties  of  the 
Americans  ikirmifhed  with  the  head  of  the  column,  and  after  wound- 
ing -the  Earl  of  Caithnefs,  ading  aid-d€-camp  to  the  commander  in 
chief,  and  a  few  private  men,  fell  back  to  their  fortifications.  The 
royal  army,  without  farther  moleftation,  took  a  pofition  acrofs  the 
neck,  about  a  mile  and  half  from  Charles  town,  and  effeduaiUy  in- 
vefled  it,  between  the  rivers  Aihley  and  Cooper. 

Great  part  of  Brigadier-general  Patterfon's  command  was  left  near 
Wappo  cut,  in  order  to  guard  the  magazines,  till  the  main  body 
fliould  gain  the  neck ;  when  a  paffage  acrofs  Afhley  river  was  to  be 
fought  for,  nearer  the  town,  for  the  conveniency  of  tranfporting  ali 
the  requifites  for  a  liege.  Captain  Elphinftone  foon  difcovered  a  land- 
ing place,  which  fhortened  the  trouble  and  delay  attendant  upon  land 
carriage,  and  by  which  the  King's  troops  received  fupplies  of  cannon, 
itores,  provifions,  and  baggage,  with  facility  and  expedition. 

(a.)  In  note  E.  (b.)  In  note  E. 

C  The 
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Chaf.  I,  The  general  and  his  engineers  having  fixed  upon  tiie  point  and 
mode  of  attack,  a  large  working  party  broke  ground,  under  cover  of 
an  advanced  detachment,  on  the  night  of  the  ift  of  April:  (c.)  Two 
large  redoubts  were  thrown  up  within  eight  hundred  yards  of  the 
American  lines,  and  were  not  difcovered  before  day-break,  when  the 
fire  from  the  town  had  very  inconfiderable  efFe£t.  The  next  evening, 
another  redoubt  was  added,  and  for  five  fucceflive  days  and  nights, 
the  labour  of  the  artificers  and  foldiers  was  dire<5ted  to  the  conflruc- 
tion  of  batteries,  which  on  the  (d.)  eighth  were  completed  with  ar- 
tillery. 

The  admiral       In  the  mean  time.  Admiral  Arbuthnot  had  been  fully  occupied  in 

pafl'es  the  bar, 

andfort        accomplifhing  the  general's  wifhes  ;  heavy  cannon  (b.)  were  colledled 

Moultrie. 

from  the  line-of-battle  fhips,  and  conveyed  to  the  magazines  ;  detach- 
ments of  feamen  were  furnifhed  to  a£l  on  fhore,  under  the  command 
of  Captains  Elphinftone  and  Evans  ;  and  preparations  were  made  for 
pafling  Charles-town  bar,  to  fecond  more  efFedlually  the  operations 
of  the  army  :  For  this  latter  purpofe,  he  Ihifted  his  flag  from  the 
Europe,  of  the  line,  to  the  Roebuck  of  forty-four  guns,  which  with 
the  Renown  and  Romulus,  were  lightened  of  their  (c.)  guns,  provi- 
fions,  and  water  ;  the  fmaller  frigates  being  capable  of  pafTing  the 
bar,  without  that  previous  exoneration.  The  bar  was  pafTed  on  the 
20th  of  March  without  any  accident,  notwithftanding  the  enemy's 
galleys  attempted  to  prevent  the  boats  from  founding  the  channel. 
The  Americans  had  a  confiderable  marine  force  in  Charles-town  har- 
bour, from  which,  powerful  'afliflance  to  their  defences,  and  great 
obflru£lion  to  the  approach  of  the  Britifh  fleet,  might  be  equally  ap- 
prehended :   It  confifted  of  an ,  American  fhip,  built  fince  the  com- 

(c.)  In  note  E.  (d.)  In  note  E,  (b.)  In  note  F.  (c.)  In  note  F. 

mencement 
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mencement  of  the  war,  and  pierced  for  fixty  guns,  but  mounting  only  Chap.  I. 
forty-four  ;  of  feven  frigates,  of  the  fame  country,  from  thirty-two  to 
fixteen  guns  ;  with  a  French  frigate  of  twenty-fix  guns,  and  a  polacre 
of  eighteen  :  Thefe  at  firft  adopted  the  plan  of  difputing  the  paffage 
up  the  channel,  by  mooring  with  their  gallies  at  a  narrow  pafs  be- 
tween Sullivan's  ifland  and  the  middle  ground,  in  which  ftation  they 
could  have  raked  the  Britifh  fquadron  on  its  approach  to  fort  Moul- 
trie ;  but  this  defign  was  abandoned  for  a  lefs  judicious  operation  : 
The  French  and  American  armament  retired  to  the  neighbourhood  of 
Charles  town,  without  yielding  any  affiftance  to  the  fortifications  on 
Sullivan's  ifland,  where  being  furniflied  with  chevaux  (d.)  de  frife, 
the  fhips  were  funk  to  block  up  the  pafl^ige  of  Cooper  river,  between 
the  town  and  Shute's  folly. 

On  the  (e.)  9th  of  April,  the  admiral,  by  fignal,  difcovered  his  in- 
tention to  the  navy  and  army,  of  paffing  Sulhvan's  ifland,  on  which 
was  conftrufted  a  formidable  fort,  with  batteries  of  heavy  cannon. 
The  Roebuck,  Richmond,  Romulus,  Blonde,  Virginia,  Raleigh,  Sand- 
wich, and  Renown,  weighed  about  one  o'clock,  and  exhibited  a  mag- 
nificent and  fatisfaftory  fpe£tacle  to  the  royalifts,  by  fl:eadily  efFefting 
their  paflage,  under  the  fire  of  the  American  batteries,  with  the  tri- 
fling lofs  of  twenty>feven  men,  killed  and  wounded  :  The  Acetus,  a 
florefliip,  in  following  the  fquadron,  grounded,  and  was  burnt ;  other- 
wife  the  navy  fufFered  lefs  than  could  have  been  expedled  from  fo 
fevere  a  cannonade.  The  frigates  now  taking  a  pofition  under  James* 
ifland,  blocked  up  the  harbour,  and  Charles  town  was  debarred  from 
all  communication  with  the  country,  in  every  point  of  its  circum- 
ference, except  in  that  quarter  which  faced  the  river  Cooper. 

(i)  In  note  F.    .  (e.)  In  note  F. 

C  2  Pre- 
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Chaf.I.  Previous  to  the  admiral's  paffing  fort  Moultrie,  the  commander  in 
chief  had  ordered  Major  Andre,  afting  adjutant  general,  to  dire£l  Bri- 
gadier Patterfon  to  fend  the  cavalry,  (a.)  with  two  light  companies  and 
the  legion  infantry,  to  the  main  army,  by  a  circuitous  march  up  the 
banks  of  Afhley  river  :  This  movement  was  accomplifhed  without  aiiy 
oppofition  from  the  American  corps  of  cavalry  and  infantry  which  lay 
at  Mlddleton's  plantation,  near  Goofe  creek,  no  great  diftance  from 
the  route  of  the  Britifh  troops.  A  large  quantity  of  forage,  and  fome 
horfes,  were  collefted  on  the  march,  by  the  detachment  of  the  i  7th 
light  dragoons,  and  by  the  Britifli  legion,  previous  to  their  arrival  at 
the  quarter  houfe  ;  where,  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  received  orders 
to  take  poft  with  his  own  corps,  and  to  fend  the  light  infantry  for- 
wards to  the  army. 

Charles  town      At   thls  period  of  the  liege,  and  before  the  batteries  opened.   Sir 

fummoned  .  ,        .  ,    .  -  r       ^ 

ioth  April.  Henry  Clinton  and  Admiral  Arbuthnot  thought  it  advilable  to  fend  a 
fummons  (a.)  to  Major-general  Lincoln,  who  commanded  in  Charles 
town,  reprefenting  the  dangerous  confequences  of  a  cannonade  and 
ftorm,  flating  the  prefent  as  the  only  favourable  opportunity  for  pre- 
ferving  the  lives  and  properties  of  the  inhabitants,  and  warning  the 
commander,  that  he  fliould  be  refponfible  for  all  the  calamities  which 
might  be  the  refult  of  his  temerity  and  obftinacy.  General  Lincoln  an- 
fwered,  (b.)  that  the  fame  duty  and  inclination  which  had  prevented 
him  from  abandoning  Charles  town,  during  fixty  days  knowledge  of 
their  hoftiie  intentions,  operated  now  with  equal  force  in  prompting 
him  to  defend  it  to  the  laft  extremity. 

The  defences  (e.)  of  Charles  town,  on  the  land  fide,  confifted  of 
a  chain  of  redoubts,  lines,  and  batteries,  extending  from  one  river  to 

(a.)  In  note  C.  (a)  In  note  G.  (b.)  In  note  G.  (e.)  In  note  E. 

the 
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the  other,  and  furnifhed  with  eighty  cannon  and  mortars  ;  the  front  Chap.  I. 
works  of  each  flank  were  ftrengthened  by  fwamps,  originatuig  from 
the  neighbouring  rivers,  and  tending  towards  the  center,  through 
which  they  were  connefted  by  a  canal  paffing  from  one  to  the  other  ; 
Between  thefe  outward  impediments  and  the  redoubts,  were  two 
ftrong  rows-  of  abbatis ;  the  trees  being  buried  flanting  in  tlie  earth, 
wirh  their  branches-  facing  outwards,  formed  a  fraize  work  againft  the 
afl'ailants  ;  and  thefe  were  farther  fecured  by  a  ditch  double  picketted  : 
In  the  center,  the  natural  defences  were  inferior  to  thofe  on  the  flanks  ; 
to  remedy  this  defecS:,  and  to  cover  the  principal  gate,  a  horn  work  of 
mafonry.  had  been  conftrufted,  which  being  clofed  during  the  fiegc, 
formed  a  kind  of  citadel.  The  fortifications  facing  the  two  rivers  and 
the  harbour  had  been  erefted  wdth  uncommon  labour  and  expence  : 
Ships  with  chevaux  de  frife,  conne<Sted  by  fpars  and  booms,  were  em- 
ployed to  block  up  the  channels,  in  order  to  hinder  a  near  approach  of 
the  King's  frigates  ;•  and  piles  and  pickets  were  fixed  in  the  ground, 
at  all  the  landing  places,  to  prevent  any  debarkation  from  boats  : 
The  whole  extent  was  likewife  covered  by  batteries,  formed  of  earth 
and  pimento  wood,  judicioully  placed,  and  mounted  with  heavy 
cannon. 

The  garrifon,  under  the  orders  of  Major-general  Lincoln,  was  com- 
pofed  of  ten  (f)  w-eak  continental  and  ftate  (2.)  regiments;  of  militia, 
drawn  from  the  Carolinas  and  Virginia;  and  of  inhabitants  of  the 
town  ;  amounting  in  the  whole  to  near  fix  thoufand  men,  exclufive  of 
the  failors.  The  body  of  regular  troops  deftined  for  this  fervice, 
though  afl^ifted  by  the  militia  and  by  the  inhabitants,  was  fcarcely 

(f.)  In  note  E. 

(2.)  State  regiments,  troops  engaged  by  the  different  flates,  for  a  ilipulated  period  of 
twelve  or  eighteen  months. 

adequate 
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Chaf,  L  adequate  to  the  defence  of  fuch  extenfive  fortifications,  and  could  have 
'been  more  ufefuUy  employed  in  the  field  ;  where,  judicious  operations, 
affifled  by  the  refources  to  be  found  in  the  country,  and  by  the  ap- 
proaching heat  of  the  feafon,  would  have  protedled  the  greateft  part 
of  the  fertile  province  of  South  Carolina,  would  have  foon  over- 
balanced the  prefent  fuperiority  of  the  Britifh  forces,  and  would  ef- 
fedually  have  prevented  the  co-operation  of  the  royal  navy  and  army. 
General  Wafliington  adopted  this  line  of  aftlon,  wheji  he  abandoned 
New- York  ifland  for  the  Jerfies,  when  he  yielded  Philadelphia  to  the 
Englifh  arms,  and  in  many  other  inflances,  where  a  contrary  con- 
duct, to  all  human  appearance,  would  have  unavoidably  eflablifhed 
the  fovereignty  of  Great  Britain. 

On  the  rejedlion  of  the  fummons,  the  batteries  (g.)  were  opened, 
and  foon  obtained  a  fuperiority  over  thofe  of  the  town.  The  ofFenfive 
operations  of  this  fiege  were  advanced  under  the  infpedtion  of  Major 
MoncreifFe,  the  principal  engineer,  whofe  fame  was  fo  juftly  acknow- 
ledged in  the  late  defence  of  Savannah :  The  attacks  were  planned 
with  judgement,  and  the  works  were  pufhed  forward  with  Induflry. 
Soon  after  the  middle  of  April,  the  fecond  parallel  was  carried  within 
four  hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  the  enemy's  main  works,  new  batte- 
ries were  conftrudled,  and  all  the  communications  were  fecured. 

"  Before  this  time,  the  Americans  had  joined  a  body  of  militia  to 

three  regiments  of  continental  cavalry,  and  the  command  of  the  whole 
was  intruiled  to  Brigadier-general  Huger  :  This  corps  held  pofleflion 
of  the  forks  and  paffes  on  Cooper  river,  and  maintained  a  conamuni- 
cation  with  Charles  town  ;  by  which,  fupplies  of  men,  arms,  am- 

(g.)  In  note  E. 

munition. 
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munition,  and  provifion,  might  be  conveyed  to  the  garrifon  during  the  Chap.  I. 
fiege,  and  by  which,  the  continental  troops  might  efcape  after  the  de- 
fences were  deftroyed.  Sir  Henry  CUnton  was  thoroughly  fenfible  of 
the  inconveniencies  that  might  arife  from  this  fituation  of  the  enemy's 
light  troops ;  and  being  lately  relieved  by  a  detachment  of  failors  and 
marines,  from  the  charge  of  fort  (h.)  Johnfon,  he  dire£ted  his  atten- 
tion to  diflodge  them  from  their  polition.  As  foon  as  he  received  in- 
telligence of  the  arrival  of  a  number  of  waggons,  loaded  with  arms, 
ammunition,  and  clothing,  from  the  northward,  he  fele£led  a  detach- 
ment of  one  thoufand  four  hundred  men,  whom  he  committed  to 
Lieutenant-colonel  Webfter,  with  orders  to  counteract  the  defigns  of 
the  Americans,  and  to  break  in  upon  the  remaining  communications 
of  Charles  town. 

On  the  12th  of  April,  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton,  being  reinforced  Americans 

1  Lrin/T-r-i  /-■»  r  y  r  t  i  furprifed  at 

at  the  quarter  houie  by  Major  Fergulon  s  corps  of  markfmen,  advanced  Monk's cor- 
to  Goofe  creek  :  Colonel  Webfter  arrived  on  the  following  day  at  the 
fame  place,  with  the  33d  and  64th  regiments  of  infantry  ;  Tarleton 
again  moved  on  in  the  evening,  with  his  own  and  Eergufon's  corps, 
towards  Monk's  Corner,  (i.)  as  had  been  previoufly  concerted  with- 
the  commander  in  chief,  in  order,  if  poflible,  to  furprife  the  Ameri- 
cans encamped  at  that  place  :  An  attack  in  the  night  was  judged  moft 
advifable,  as  it  would  render  the  fuperiorlty  of  the  enemy's  cavalry 
ufelefs,  and  would,  perhaps,  prefent  a  favourable  opportunity  of  getting- 
pofleffion  of  Biggin  bridge,  on  Cooper  river,  without  much  lofs  to  the 
aflailants.  Profound  filence  was  obferved  on  the  march.  At  fome  dif- 
t-ance  from  Goofe  creek,  a  negro  was  fecured  by  the  advanced  guard,, 
wJio  difcovered  him  attempting  to  leave  the  road.     A  letter  was  takenj 

(h.)  In  note  E.  (i.)  In  note.  E». 

~         '        .  Tl  fromi 
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Chap.  I.  from  his  pocket,  written  by  an  officer  In  General  Huger's  camp  the  af- 
ternoon of  that  day,  and  which  he  was  charged  to  convey  to  the 
neighbourhood  of  Charles  town  :  The  contents  of  the  fetter,  which 
was  opened  at  a  honfe  not  far  diflant,  and  the  negro's  intelligence, 
purchafed  for  a  few  dollars,  proved  lucky  incidents  at  this  period: 
Lieutenant -.colonel  Tarleton's  information  relative  to  the  fituatlon  of 
the  enemy  was  now  complete.  It  was  evident,  that  the  Americaa 
.cavalry  had  pofted  themfelves  in  front  of  Cooper  river,  and  that  the 
militia  were  placed  in  a  meeting  houfe,  which  commanded  the  bridge, 
and  were  diftributed  on  the  oppofite  bank.  At  three  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  the  advanced  guard  of  dragoons  and  mounted  infantry, 
fupported  by  the  remainder  of  the  legion  and  Fergufon's  corps  ap- 
proached the  American  poll:  :  A  watch  word  was  immediately  com- 
municated to  the  officers  and  foldlers,  which  was  clofely  followed  by 
an  order  to  charge  the  enemy's  grand  guard  on  the  main  road,  there 
being  no  other  avenue  open,  owing  to  the  fwamps  upon  the  flanks, 
and  to  purfue  them  into  their  camp.  The  order  was  executed  with 
■the  greatefl  promptitude  and  fuccefs.  The  Americans  were  com- 
pletely lurprlfed  :  Major  Vernier,  of  Pulafki's  legion,  and  fome  other 
officers  and  men  who  attempted  to  defend  themlelves,  were  killed  or 
wounded.;  General  Huger,  Colonels  Wafliington  and  Jamlefon,  with 
many  officers  and  men,  fled  on  foot  to  the  fwamps,  clofe  to  their  en- 
campment, where,  being  concealed  by  the  darknefs,  they  efFeded  their 
efcape  :  Four  hundred  horfes  belonging  to  officers  and  dragoons,  with 
-their  arms  and  appointments,  (a  valuable  acquUition  for  the  Britifla, 
cavalry  in  their  prefent  ftate)  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  viftors  ;  about 
one  hundred  officers,  dragoons,  and  huffars,  together  with  fifty  wag- 
gons, loaded  with  arms,  clothing,  and  ammunition,  ffiared  the  fame 
fate.  Without  lofs  of  time,  Major  Cochrane  was  ordered  to  force 
the  bridge  and  the  meeting  houfe  with  the  infantry  of  the  Britifh 

I  legion : 
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legion:  He  charged  the  militia  with  fixed  bajouets,  got  poflefiion  of  Chap.i. 
the  pafs,  and  difperfed  every  thing  tha-t  oppofed  him.  In  the  attack 
•at  Monk's  corner,  and  at  Biggin  bridge,  the  Britifli  had  one  officer  and 
two  men  wounded,  with  live  horfes  killed  and  wounded.  This  fignal 
inftance  of  nnlitary  advantage,  may  be  partly  attributed  to  the  judge- 
ment and  addrefs  with  which  this  expedition  was  planned  and  exe- 
cuted, and  paitly  to  the  injudicious  condufl:  of  the  American  com- 
mander ;  who,  befides  making  a  falfe  difpofition  of  his  corps,  by 
placing  his  cavalry  in  front  of  the  bridge  during  the  night,  and  his 
infantry  in  the  rear,  negledled  fending  patroles  in  front  of  his  videttes; 
which  omlHicn,  equally  enabled  the  Britifh  to  make  a  furprife,  and 
prevented  the  Americans  recovering  from  the  .confufion  attending  an 
unexpected  attack. 

When  the  news  of  this  fuccefs  reached  Colonel  Webfler,  he  com- Charles  town 

T-.--1-1  -11  r^    •   -n  •  completely 

menced  his  march  for  Biggui  bridge,  with  the  two  hritilh  regiments  inveiicd. 
under  his  command,  as  there  were  other  difficulties  to  be  furmounted 
before  the  general's  plan  was  fully  accompliffied.  On  his  arrival  at 
IMonk's  corner,  he  detached  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarletx)n  to  felze  the 
boats,  and  take  polTeffion  of  Bonneau's  ferry  ;  a  neceflliry,  but  eafy 
operation,  whilft  the  country  felt  the  influence  of  the  late  unexpected 
•defeat.  This  paflage  over  another  branch  of  Cooper  river  was  fecured, 
and  by  the  lubfequent  movement  of  the  King's  troops  into  the  dlftrift 
of  St.  Thomas,  (k.)  Charles  town  became  completely  invefted.  The 
corps  under  Lieutenant-colonel  Webfler  had  a  large  fpace  to  guard, 
and  a  number  of  points  to  watch,  in  the  prefent  fituation  of  the  town 
and  the  country.  The  garrifon  poffefled  a  fufficient  quantity  of  boats 
to  tWow  over  the  river,   in  a  very  fliort  period,  a  body  of  troops  infi> 

(k.)  In  note  E. 

D  nitely 
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CHAr.  I.  nltely  fuperior  to  Webfter's  command  ;  Vigilance  to  guard  againft 
furprife,  and  judgement  to  occupy  advantageous  ground,  were  equally 
requifite.  The  cavalry  were  conflantly  kept  in  motion,  to  gain  intel- 
ligence of  the  enemy's  defigns,,  and  to  learn  the  fituation  of  the  coun- 
try. Not  long  after  the  arrival  of  the  Britifh  troops  at  the  Wando,  a 
detachment  of  continentals  from  Charles  town  took  pofieflion  of  Lam- 
prey's point,  a  peninfula  on  the  eafl  fide  of  Cooper  river  :  Colonel 
Webfler,  with  the  principal  paft  of  his  command,  marched  towards 
the  neck,  which  the  Americans  had  fortified  with  indefatigable  ardour 
fmce  their  arrival,  and  in  all  probability  would  have  ventured  an  at- 
tempt to  diflodge  them,  if  a  mafked  battery  of  eighteen  pounders  had. 
not,  fortunately  for  the  Englifh,  opened  upon  a  reconnoitering  party  ;. 
which  circumfi:ance,  together  with  the  flank  fire  of  a  galley  and  an 
,  armed  yeffel,  demonflrated  the  impradlicability  of  the  defign.  Colonel 
Webfter  judicioufly  reaffumed  his  former  pofition  in  the  country,  un- 
til the  jun6lion  of  a  powerful  reinforcement  from  the  army. 

Earl  Corn-         A  CONSIDERABLE  corps  of  troops,  recently  arrived  from  New  York,, 
thecommand  (1.)  enabled   Sir   Henry  Clinton  to  ftrengthen  the  detachment  under 

in  the  coun-  r\  i        •  1  i  •  • 

try.  Webfter  :  The  importance  of  the  command,  and  the  critical  fituation. 

of  the  enemy,  induced  him  to  lequeft  Lieutenant-general  Earl  Corii- 
wallis  to  direft  the  future  operations  of  the  army  on  the  eaft  fide  of 
Cooper  river.  The  intention  of  General  Lincoln  in  fortifying  Lam- 
prey's point,  feems  to  have  been  counteraded  by  the  arrival  of  Lord. 
Cornwallis  with  additional  troops,  as  it  was  evacuated  foon  after  that 
event  ;  and  from  this  period,  no  enterprife  was  undertaken  in  that 
quarter  by  the  garrifon  of  Charles  town.  The  army  (a.)  in  St. 
Thomas's  made  various  movements  to  occupy  different  pofitions,  for 

(1.)  Ill  note  E.  (a.)  In  note  D. 

the 
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the  convenlency  of  forage  and  provlfions,  and  to  fruftrate  the  deiigns    Chap.  I. 
of  the  enemy,  both  in  the  town  and  in  the  country. 

The  American  cavalry  began  to  aflemble"  on  the  north  of  the  Santec 
river,  towards  the  latter  end  of  April,  under  the  prote<5lion  of  two 
Virginia  regiments  of  infantry  and  the  militia  of  Carolina  :  Colonel 
White  had  brought  fome  dragoons  from  the  northward,  and  had  col- 
le6ted  thofe  who  efcaped  from  Monk's  corner ;  he  was  foon  after 
joined  by  a  detachment  from  George  town,  and  by  Colonel  Horry's 
regiment  of  light  horfe.  On  the  5th  of  May,  he  crofled  the  Santec 
at  Dupui's  ferry.  Fortune  favoured  his  firll  attempt.  He  fuddenly 
forrounded  a  detachment  of  an  officer  and  feventeen  dragoons,  who 
were  foraging  the  next  morning  at  Ball's  plantation,  and  made  them 
prifoners  without  refinance :  From  thence  he  dire«5i:ed  his  march 
towards  Lenew's  ferry,  with  an  intention  to  recrofs  the  river,  under 
the  protedion  of  two  hundred  continental  infantry,  ordered  by  Colo-  "     ' 

nel  Buford  to  meet  the  cavalry  at  that  place.  Lieutenant-colonel 
Tarleton,  without  any  knowledge  of  the  misfortune  which  had  hap- 
pened to  the  detachment  of  light -infantry  cavalry,  was  proceeding  on 
the  fame  day  with  a  patrole  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dragoons,  to 
gain  intelligence  at  Lenew's  ferry,  of  the  force  and  motions  of  the 
enemy  :  On  the  road,  the  Britifh  were  overtaken  by  a  loyal  Ameri- 
can, who  had  been  a  witnefs  to  the  fuccefs  which  had  attended  Colo- 
nel White  in  the  morning,  but  had  luckily  efcaped  his  power.  The 
defcription  of  the  troops,  the  affurance  of  their  intention  to  pafs  the 
river  at  Lenew's,  and  the  hope  of  retaking  the  prifoners,  Simulated 
Tarleton  to  pulh  forward  his  patrole  with  the  greateii  expedition  :  At 
the  fame  time,  the  diftance  of  Lord  Cornwallis's  camp,  (3.)  the  fa- 

(3.)  Then  at  Huger's  bridge,  twehty-fix  miles  from  Lenew's  ferry. 

D  z  tiffue 
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Chap.  I.    tigue  of  the  march,  the  heat  of  the  weather,  and  the  fight  of  their 

infmtry  on  the  oppofite  bank,  threw  the  Americans  quite  off  thei? 

Americans     guard.     At  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  the   advanced   dragoons  of 

furpnled  at  '  o 

Lenew's        the   Englifli   arrived  in  prefence  of  their  videttes  :  fm.)  Tarleton  in- 

leriy.  "  ^  ^       ^ 

ftantly  forming  his  troops,  ordered  them  to  charge  the  enemy's  grand- 
guard,  and  to  purfue  them  into  the  main  body.  The  corps  being  to- 
tally furprifed,  refifranoe  and  flaughter  foon  ceafed.  Five  officers  and'' 
thirty-fix  men  were  killed  and  wounded;  feverr  officers  and  fixty  dra- 
goons were  taken  prifoners  ;  and  the  whole  party  of  the  light  infantry 
were  refcued,  as  the  boatwas  pufhing  off  to  convey  th-em  to  the  oppo- 
fite fhorc.  All  the  horfes,  arms,  and  accoutrements  of  the  Americans. 
were  captured.  Colonels  White,  Waftiington,  and  Jamiefon,  with 
fome  other  officers  and  men,  availed  themfelves  of  their  fvvimming,  to 
make  their  efcape,  while  many  who  wifhed  to  follow  their  example; 
periflied,  in  the  river.  The  Britifh  dragoons  loft  two  men  and  four 
horfes  in  the  aftion ;  but  returning  to  Lord  Cornwallis's  camp  the 
fame  evening,  upwards  of  twenty  horfes  expired  with  fatigue. 

FortMoui-        This  fuccefs  was  clofely  followed  by  the  reduAion  of  fort  Moul- 
trie lurren- 
dws,  trie.      The  admiral  having  taken  the  fort  at  Mount  Pleafant,  acquired 

from  it,  and   the   information  of  deferters,  a  full   knowledge  of  the 

ftate  of    the  garrifon   and    defences   of  fort  Moultrie,    on    Sullivan's 

ifland.      In    purfuance   (f.)  of  this  intelligence,  and  wiffiing  not   to 

weaken  the  operations  of  the  army,  which  became  every  day  more 

critical,  he  landed  a  body  of  feamen  and  marines,  under  the  command 

of  Captain  Hudfon,  to  attempt  the  fort  by  florm,  on  the  weft  and 

north-weft  faces,  whilft  the  Ihips  of  the  fquadron  battered  it  in  front. 

The  garrifon,  confifting  of  continentals  and  militia,  to  the  amount  of 

(m.)  In  note  E.  (f.)  In  note  F. 

two 
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tvvo  hundred  men,  feeing  the  imminent  danger  to  which  they  were    Chap.  I. 
expofed,    and    feufible  of  the  impoffibility  of  rehef,  accepted  of  the 
terms  offered  by  a  fummons  on  the   7th  of  May;  and  by  capitula- 
tion, (g.)   furrendered  themfelves  prifoners  of  war. 

During  thefe,  operations,  the  befleging' army- fiiiiflied  their  third 
parallel,  (n.)  which  they  had  carried  clofe  to  the  canal,  and  by  a  fa^r 
puflied  to  the  dam  which  fupplied  it  with  water  on  the  right,  drained 
it  in  feveral  parts  to  the  bottom.  Oh  the  6th  and  7th  of  May,  the 
artillery  was  mounted  in  the  batteries  of  this  parallel,  and  the  tra- 
verfes  and  communications  were  perfeftly  completed.  Thus  enclofeJ 
(4.)  on  every  fide,  and  driven  to  its  lail  defences.  Sir  Henry  Clintou' 
wiftiing  to  preferve  Charles  town  from  deftruQion,  and  to  prevent- 
that  efFirfion  of  blood  which  muft  be  the  inevitable  confequence  of  a 
ffeorm,  opened  acorrefpondence  on  the  Sth  with  General  Lincoln,  for 
the  purpofe  of  a  furrender:  But  the  conditions  demanded  by  the- 
American  commander  being  deemed  higher  than  he  had  a  right  to  ex- 
peft  from  his  prefcnt  fituation,  they  were  (c.)  reje(5led,  and  hoftitities 
renewed.  The  batteries  on  the  third  parallel  were  then  opened,  and' 
by  the  fuperiority  of  fire,  both  of  artillery  and  fmall  arms,  the  Britifii- 
troops  were  enabled  to  gain  the  counterfcarp  of  the  outwork  which 
flanked  the  canal  ;  which  they  llkewife  palled,  and  then  pufhed  ou' 
their  approaches  <liredly  towards  the  ditch  of  the  place.  The  prefent 
flate  of  danger  now  urged  the  citizens  and  militia,  who  had  formed 
the  objeftions  to  the  late  conditions,  to  acquiefce  (d.)  in  their  being 
rellnqulfhed  :  General  Lincoln  accordingly  propofed  to  furrender  on 
the   terms  lately  offered.     The  commander  in  chief  and  the  admiral,; , 

(g.)  In  note  F.  (n.)  In  note  E.  . 

(4.)  Annual  Regiiler  1780,  page  221. 

(c.)  In  note  G.  (o.)  In  note  E.  (d.)  In  note  G. 

befides 
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Chap.  1.    befidcs  their  diflike  to  the  cruel  extremity  of  a  ftorm,  were  not  difpofed 

to  prefs  to  unconditional  fubmiffion  an  enemy  whom  they  wiihed  to 

conciliate  by  clemency.    They  now  granted  the  fame  conditions  which 

Charles  town  they  had  before  prefcribed  as  the  foundation  for  treaty.     The  (p.)  capi- 

•capitulates. 

tulation  was  figned  the  nth  of  May,  and  on  the  12th,  Major-general 
Leflie,  by  the  order  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  took  poffeffion  (q.)  of 
Charles  town. 

As  the  fiege  was  not  productive  of  Tallies,  or  defperate  aflaults, 
which  were  in  a  confiderable  degree  prevented  by  fituation  and  the  na- 
ture of  the  works,  the  carnage  was  not  great  on  either  fide,  and  was 
not  unequally  fhared.  The  lofs  (r.)  of  the  King's  troops  during  the 
fiege,  before  the  town  and  in  the  country,  amounted  to  feventy-fix 
killed,  and  one  hundred  and  eighty-nine  wounded  ;  and  that  of  the 
Americans,  in  the  town,  to  eighty-nine  killed,  and  one  hundred  and 
forty  wounded. 

By  the  articles  of  capitulation  the  garrifon  were  allowed  fome  of  the 
honours  of  war;  they  (e)  were  to  march  out  of  the  town,  at  an  hour 
appointed  for  that  purpofe,  to  the  ground  between  the  works  of  the 
place  and  the  canal,  where  they  were  to  depofit  their  arms  ;  but  the 
drums.were  not  to  beat  a  Britifli  march,  or  the  colours  to  be  uncafed  : 
The  continental  (f )  troops  and  feamen  were  to  keep  their  baggage, 
and  to  remain  prifoners  of  war  until  they  were  exchanged  :  The  mi- 
litia fg.)  were  to  be  permitted  to  return  to  their  refpeclive  homes,  as 
prifoners  on  parole  ;  and  while  they  adhered  to  their  parole,  were  not 
to  be  molefted  by  the  Biitifli  troops  in  perfon  or  property  :    The  citi- 

(p.)  In  note  E.  (q.)  In  note  E.  (r.)  In  note  E. 

,(e.)  In  note  G.  (f.)  In  note  G.  (g.)  in  note  G. 
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zens  (Ii.)  of  all  defcriptions,  to  be  confidered  as  prifoners  ort  parole,  Chaf».i. 
and  to  hold  their  property  on  the  fame  terms  with  the  militia  :  The 
officers  (i.)  of  the  army  and  navy  to  retain  their  fervants,  fvvords, 
piftols,  and  their  baggage  unfearched  :  They  were  permitted  to  fell 
their  horfes,  but  not  to  remove  them  out  of  Charles  town.  A  veffel 
(k.)  was  allowed  to  proceed  to  Philadelphia  with  General  Lincoln's 
difpatches,  which  were  not  to  be  opened. 

Seven  general  officers,  (a.)  ten  continental  regiments,  and  three 
battalions  of  artillery,  became  prifoners  upon  this  occafion.  The 
whole  number  of  men  in  arms  who  furrendered,  including  town  and: 
country  militia,  and  French,  amounted  to  five  thoufand  fix  hundred 
and  eighteen,  exclufive  of  near  a  thoufand  feamen.  A  confiderable 
quantity  of  artillery  (b.)  was  taken  ;  the  total  exceeded  four  hundred 
pieces.  (5.)  Three  ftout  American  (h.)  frigates,  one  French,  and  a 
polacre  of  fixteen  guns,  of  the  fame  nation,  which  efcaped  the  opera- 
tion of  being  funk  to  block  up  the  channel,  fell  likewife  into  the 
hands  of  the  vigors. 

After  the  furrender  of  the  town,  the  commander  in  chief,  with- 
out lofs  of  time,  adopted  meafures  which  appeared  both  judicious  and 
neceffary.  He  returned  thanks  to  the  army  (r.)  in  general,  and  ex- 
preffed  himfelf  in  the  language  of  gratitude  when  he  particularized: 
thofe  officers  and  men,  whofe  attention,  toils,  and  courage,  had  contri? 

(h.)  In  note  G.  (i.)  In  note  G.  (k.)  In  note  Gi 

(3.)  In  note  H.  (b.)  In  note  H. 

(5.)  A  number  of  fmall  arms  were  likewife  colledled  in  the  town,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
friends  to  the  Britifli  government  in  the  province  of  South  Carolina;  but  they  were  un- 
fortunately deflroyed  by  the  magazine  taking  fire  a  few  days  after  the  capitulation,  toge- 
ther with  Captain  Collins,  a  valuable  officer,  and  feveral  men  of  tlie  royal  artillery. 

(h.)  In  note  E.  (r.)  In  note  E. 

I  butedi 


Proclama 
>  .tions. 
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Ghap.  I.  buted  to  his  fuccefs.  He  difpatched  the  Earl  of  Liiicohi  to  Europe, 
with  intelligence  of  the  important  advantage  which  had  attended  His 
Majefty's  arms.;  and  he  circulated  proclamations  amongft  the  inhabi- 
tants of  South  Carolina,  well  calculated  to  Induce  them  to  return  to 
their  allegiance,  and  to  manifeft  their  loyalty  by  joining  the  King's 
troops.  ;(6,)  It  was  ftated,  that  (a.)  the  helping  hand  of  every  man 
\vas  wanted  to  re-eftablifli  peace  and  good  government :  And  that  as 
the  commander  in  chief  vvilhed  not  to  draw  the  King's  friends  into 
danger,  while  any  doubt  could  remain  of  their  fuccefs  ;  fo  now  that 
this  was  certain,  he  trufted  that  one  and  all  would  heartily  join,  and, 
by  a  general  concurrence,  give  efFecb  to  fuch  neceffary  meafures  for  that 
purpofe  as  from  time  to  time  might  be  pointed  out.  Thofe  who  had 
families  were  to  form  a  militia  to  remain  at  home,  and  occafionally  to 
affemble  in  their  own  dlftrids,  when  required,  under  officers  of  their 
own  chufing,  for  tlie  maintenance  of  peace  and  good  order.  Thofe 
who  had  no  families,  and  who  could  conveniently  be  fpared  for  a  time, 
it  was  prefumed,  would  chearfully  aflift  His  Majefty's  troops  in  driving 
their  oppreffors,  ading  under  the  authority  of  Congrefs  and  all  the  mi- 
feries  of  war,  far  from  that  colony.  For  this  purpofe  it  was  find  to  be 
neceffary,  that  the  young  men  fhould  be  ready  to  affemble  when  re- 
quired, and  to  ferve  with  the  King's  troops  for  any  fix  months  of  the 
enfuing  twelve  that  might  be  found  requifite,  under  proper  regulations. 
They  might  chufe  officers  to  each  company  to  command  them,  and 
were  to  be  allowed,  when  on  fervice,  pay,  ammunition,  and  provi- 
fions,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  King's  troops.  When  they  joined 
the  army,  each  man  was  to  be  furnifhed  with  a  certificate,  declaring 
that  he  was  not  only  engnged  to  ferve  as  militiaman  for  the  time  fpe- 


(a.)  In  note  I. 

(6.)  Annual  RegiHer,  year  1780,  page  74. 


-dified  ■; 
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clfied ;  that  he  was  not  to  be  marched  beyond  North  CaroHna  and  Chap.  J. 
Georgia ;  and  that  when  the  time  was  out,  he  was  freed  from  all 
claims  whatever  of  military  fervice,  excepting  the  common  and  ufual 
militia  duty  at  the  place  of  his  refidence  :  He  would  then,  it  was  faid, 
■have  paid  his  debt  to  his  country,  and  be  entitled  to  enjoy,  un<liil:urbed, 
that  peace,  liberty,  and  property,  at  home,  which  he  had  contributed  • 
to  eftablifli. 

The  proclamations  liTued  by  the  general  produced  great  effe£l  iii  Eflta  of  the 

p  roc  lama- 
South  Carolina:  In   moft  of  the  diflriifts  adjoining  to  Charles  town,  tions. 

great  numbers  offered  to  ftand  forth  in  defence  of  the  Brltifh  govern- 
ment, and  many  did  voluntarily  take  up  arms,  and  place  tiiemfelves 
under  the  direftion  of  Major  Fergufon,  who  was  appointed  to  receive 
and  command  them.  A  general  revolution  of  fentlment  feemed  to  take 
place,  and  the  caufe  of  Great  Britain  appeared  to  triumph  over  that  of 
the  American  Congrefs.  (7.)  Two  hundred  and  ten  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  town,  figned  an  addrefs  to  the  commander  in  chief  and  the  ad- 
miral, fohciting  to  be  re-admitted  to  the  charadler  and  condition  of 
Britifh  fubjeds,  the  citizens  having  been  hitherto  confidered  as  pii- 
foners  on  parole,  declaring  their  difapprobation  of  the  dodrine  of 
American  independency,  and  exprefling  their  regret,  that,  after  the 
repeal  of  thofe  flatutes  which  gave  rife  to  the  troubles,  the  overtures 
nude  by  His  Majelly's  commiflioners  had  not  been  regarded  by  the  ge- 
neral affembly  of  the-  United  States  of  America.  Sir  Henry  Clinton, 
in  one  of  the  manifefloes  iffued  at  this  period,  declared,  (b.)  that  if 
any  perfons  fhould  thenceforward  appear  in  arms,  in  order  to  prevent 
the  eftablifliment  of  His  Majefly's  government  in  that  country,  or 


(7.)  Annual  Regifter,   1780,  page  75. 
(b.)  In  note  I. 


iliould. 
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Chap,  I.  ftiould,  under  any  pretence  or  authority  whatever,  attempt  to  con:ipel 
any  other  perfon  or  perfons  fo  to  do,  or  who  (hould  hinder  the  King's 
faithful  and  loyal  fubjefts  from  joining  his  forces,  or  otherwife  per- 
forming thofe  duties  their  allegiance  required,  fuch  perfons  (hould  be 
treated  with  the  utmoft  feverity,  and  their  eflates  be  immediately 
•feized  for  confifcation. 

The  commander  in  chief  having  eftablifhed  order  in  Charles  town,, 
and  having  marked  the  general  line  of  conduct  to  be  obferved  through- 
out Carolina  towards  the  friends  and  enemies  of  Great  Britain,  begaiv 
to  make  arrangements  for  his  return  with  part  of  the  army  to  New 
York  ;  which  had  been  particularly  expofed  to  the  attempts  of  Gene- 
Part  of  the     ral  Wafhington,  owing  to  an  uncommonly  fevere  winter.     Previous  to 

army  em- 
bark, his  embarkation,  he  planned  feveral  (a.)  expeditions  to  march  into  the 

interior  parts  of  the  country  :  One,  to  move  up  the  Savannah  river  in 

Georgia ;    another,  to  pafs  the  Saluda  to  Ninety  Six  ;    and   a  third, 

under  the  command  of  (a.)  Earl  Cornwallis,  to  crofs  the  Santee  river, 

and   by  marching   up  the  north-eaft  bank,  to  endeavour  to  flrike  at 

Colonel  Buford's  corps,  which  was  retreating  to  North  Carolina,  with 

artillery,  and  a  number  of  waggons,  containing  arms,  ammunition, 

and  clothing. 

Earl  Cornwallis  left  his  ground  near  Huger's  bridge  on  the  i8th 
of  May,  and  directed  his  march  to  Lenew's  ferry,  with  five  pieces  of 
cannon,  and  upwards  of  two  thoufand  five  hundred  men  :  Boats  were 
collefted  with  fome  difficulty  to  pafs  the  troops  ;  the  Americans 
having  concealed  or  deftroyed  all  within  their  reach,  to  retard  the 
progrefs  of  tlie  royal  army  :  By  the  information  of  negroes,  who  dif- 

(a.)  In  note  M.  (a.)  In  note  K. 

I  covered 
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povered  where  feme  were  fecreted,  and  by  the  afliftance  of  carpenters,    Chap.  I. 
who  repaired   others   that   were  damaged,    the  light  troops   were  not  Earl  Corn- 

wallis  palles 

lon;r  prevented  fiom  crofriiig  the  river.     As  loon  as  thejegion  and  thetheSantee 

,  river. 

detachment  of  17th  dragoons  had  paffed,  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarletou 
received  infl:ru6tir,ns  to  march  to  George  town,  in  order  to  chafe  away, 
or  take  prifoners,  all  the  violent  enemies  to  the  Britifh  govern- 
ment, and  to  receive  the  allegiance  of  the  well  affected.  This  fervice 
■was  performed  without  any  oppofition,  during  the  paflage  of  the  other 
troops.  On  (b.)  the  22d,  the  army  moved  forwards  upon  the  fame 
road  by  which  Colonel  Buford  had  retreated  ten  days  before  ;  The 
infantry  marched  to  Nelfon's  ferry  with  as  much  expedition  as  the 
-climate  would  allow.  From  this  place,  Earl  Cornwallis  thought  pro- 
per to  detach  a  corps,  confifting  of  forty  of  the  ij^th  dragoons,  and 
one  hundred  and  thirty  of  the  legion,  with  one  hundred  mounted  in- 
fantry of  the  fiime  regiment,  and  a  three  pounder,  to  purfue  the 
Americans,  who  were  now  fo  much  advanced,  as  to  render  any  ap- 
proach of  the  main  body  impracticable.  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton, 
on  this  occafion,  was  defired  to  confult  his  own  judgement,  as  to  the 
diftance  of  the  purfuit,  or  the  mode  of  attack :  To  defeat  Colonel 
Buford,  and  to  take  his  cannon,  would  undoubtedly,  in  the  prefent 
ftate  of  the  Carolinas,  have  confiderable  efFe6l ;  but  the  practicability 
of  the  defign  appeared  fo  doubtful,  and  the  dlftance  of  the  enemy  fo 
great,  that  the  attempt  could  only  be  guided  by  difcretional  powers, 
and  not  by  any  antecedent  commands.  The  detachment  left  the  army 
on  the  27th,  and  followed  the  Americans  without  any  thing  material 
happening  on  the  route,  except  the  lofs  of  a  number  of  horfes,  in 
confequence  of  the  rapidity  of  the  march,  and  the  heat  of  the  climate  : 
By  preffing  horfes  on  the  road,  the  light  troops  arrived  the  next  day 

(b.)  In  note  K. 

E  2  at 
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Chap.  I.  at  Camden,  when  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  gained  intelligence, 
that  Colonel  Buford  had  quitted  Rugeley's  mills  on  the  26th,  and 
that  he  was  marching  with  great  diligence  to  join  a  corps  then  upon 
the  road  from  Sallibury  to  Charlotte  town  in  North  Carolina. 

This  information  ftrongly  manlfefted  that  no  time  was  to  be  lof}', 
and  that  a  vigorous  effort  was  the  only  refource  to  prevent  the  junc- 
tion of  the  two  American  corps.  At  two  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the 
Britilh  troops  being  tolerably  refrefhed  continued  their  purfuit:  They 
reached  Rugeley's  by  day  light,  where  they  learned  that  the  conti- 
nentals were  retreating  above  twenty  miles  in  their  front,  towards  the- 
Catawba  fcttlement,  to  meet  their  reinforcement.  At  this  period, 
Tarleton  might  have  contented  himfclf  with  following  them  at  his 
leifure  to  the  boundary  line  of  South  Carolina,  and  from  thence  have 
returned  upon  his  footftcps  to  join  the  main  army,  fatisfied  with 
purfning  the  troops  of  Congrefs  out  of  the  province  ;  but  animated 
by  the  alacrity  which  he  difcovered  both  in  the  officers  and  men,, 
to  undergo  all  harddiips,  he  put  his  detachment  in  motion,  after- 
adopting  a  flratagem  to  delay  the  march  of  the  enemy  :  Captain  Kin- 
lock,  of  the  legion,  was  employed  to  carry  a  fummons  (a.)  to  the 
American  commander,  which,  by  magnifying  the  number  of  the  Bri- 
tilh, might  intimidate  him  into  fubmiffion,  or  at  leafl  delay  him  whilft 
lie  deliberated  on  an  anfwer.  Colonel  Buford,  after  detaining  the  flag 
fur  iome  time,  without  halting  his  march,  returned  a  defiance,  (b,) 
By  this  time  many  of  the  Britifli  cavalry  and  mounted  infantry  were 
totally  worn  out,  and  dropped  fucceflively  into  the  rear  ;  the  horfes  of 
the  three  pounder  were  likewife  unable  to  proceed.  In  this  dilemma, 
J^ieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  found  himfelf  not  far  diftant  from  the 

(a.)  In  note  L.  (b.)  In  note  L. 

enemy. 
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eiiemy,  and,  though  not  in  a  fuitable  condition  for  a£lion,  he  deter-  Chap.  L 
mined  as  foon  as  poffible  to  attack,  there  being  no  other  expedient  to 
flop  their  progrefs,  and  prevent  their  being  reinforced  the  next  morn- 
ing :  The  only  circumftance  favourable  to  the  Britifh  light  troops  at 
this  hour,  was  the  known  inferiority  of  the  continental  cavalry,  who 
could  not  harafs  their  retreat  to  Earl  Cornwallis's  army,  in  cafe  they^. 
were  repulfed  by-  the  infantry. 

At  three  o'clock  (a.)  in  the  afternoon,  on  the  confines  of  Soutlr 
Carolina,  the  advanced  guard  of  the  Britifti  charged  a  ferjeant  and  four 
men  of  the  American  light  dragoons,  and  made  them  prifoners  in  the 
rear  of  their  infantry.  This  event  happening  under  the  eyes  of  the' 
two  commanders,  they  refpedively  prepared  their  troops  for  a(flion. 
Colonel  Buford's  force  confifled  of  three  hundred  and  eighty  continen- 
tal infan-try  of  the  Virginia  line,  a  detachment  of  Wafhington's- 
cavalry,  and  two  fix  pounders  :  He  chofe  his  pofl  in  an  open  wood, 
to  the  right  of  the  road ;  he  formed  his  infantry  in  one  line,  with  a 
fmall  referve  ;  he  placed  his  colours  in  the  center;  and  he  ordered  his 
cannon,  bagg.ige,  and  waggons,  to  continue  their  march. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  made  his  arrangement  for  the> 
attack-  with  all  .pofiible  expedition  :  He  confided  his  right  wing,  which- 
was  compofed  of  fixty  dragoons,  and  nearly  as  many  mounted  infan- 
try, to  Major  Cochrane,  defining  him  to  difmount  the  latter,  to  gall 
tlie  enemy's  flank',  before  he  moved  againfl  their  front  with  his- 
cavalry:  Captains  Corbet  and  Kinlock  were  directed,  with  the  17th. 
dragoons  and  part  of  the  legion,  to  charge  the  center  of  the  Ameri- 
cans ;  whilfl  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton,    with  thirty  chofen  hor& 

(3.)  In  note  M. 
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Chap.  I.  and  fome  infantry,  affaulted  their  right  flank  and  referve  :  This  parti- 
cular fituation  the  commanding  officer  felefted  for  himfelf,  that  he 
.might  difcover  the  cfftd:  of  the  other  attacks.  The  dragoons,  the 
mounted  infantry,  and  three  pounder  in  the  rear,  as  they  could  come 
up  with  their  tired  horfes,  were  ordered  to  form  fomething  like  a  re- 
ferve, oppofite  to  the  enemy's  center,  upon  a  fmall  eminence  that 
commanded  the  road ;  which  difpofition  afforded  the  Britilli  light 
troops  an  objeifl  to  rally  to,  in  cafe  of  a  repulfe,  and  made  no  incou- 
pfiderable  irapreflion  on  the  minds  of  their  opponents. 

The  difpofition  being  completed  without  any  fire  from  the  enemy, 
though  within  three  hundred  yards  of  their  front,  the  cavalry  advanced 
Aftion  at  to  the  charge.  On  their  arrival  within  fifty  paces,  the  continental 
infantry  prefented,  when  Tarleton  was  furprifed  to  hear  their  officers 
command  them  to  retain  their  fire  till  the  Britifh  cavalry  were  nearer. 
This  forbearance  in  not  firing  before  the  dragoons  were  within  ten 
yards  of  the  obje£t  of  their  attack,  prevented  their  falling  into  confu- 
fion  on  the  charge,  and  likewife  deprived  the  Americans  of  the  farther 
^afe  of  their  ammunition  :  Some  officers,  men,  and  horfes,  fuffered  by 
this  fire  ;  but  the  battalion  was  totally  broken,  and  (laughter  was  com- 
menced before  Lieutenaut-colonel  Tarleton  could  remount  another 
horfe,  the  one  with  which  he  led  his  dragoons  being  overturned  by 
the  volley.  Thus  in  a  few  minutes  ended  an  affair  which  might  have 
had  a  very  different  termination.  The  Britifh  troops  had  (b.)  two 
officers  killed,  one  wounded  ;  three  privates  killed,  thirteen  wounde^  ; 
and  thirty-one  horfes  killed  and  wounded.  The  lofs  of  officers  and 
men  was  great  on  the  part  of  the  Americans,  owing  to  the  dragoons 
fo  effetSlually  breaking  the  infantry,  and  to  a  report  amongft  the  ca- 

(b,)  In  note  M. 

valry. 
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valry,  that  they  had  loft  their  commanding  officer,  which  ftimulated  Chap.  I. 
the  foldiers  to  a  vindi£tive  afperity  not  cafily  reftrained.  Upwards  (c.) 
of  one  hundred  officers  and  men  were  killed  on  the  fpot  ;  three  (d.)  co- 
lours, two  fix-pounders,  and  above  two  hundred  prifoners,  with  a  num- 
ber of  waggons,  containing  two  royals,  quantities  of  new  clothing,  other 
military  ftores,  and  camp  equipage,  fell  into  the  poffeffiou  of  the  viftors. 

The  complete  fuccefs  of  this  attack  may,  in  great  meafure,  be  af- 
crlbed  to  the  miftakes  committed  by  the  American  commander  :  If  he 
had  halted  the  waggons  as  foon  as  he  found  the  Britifh  troops  pref- 
fing  his  rear,  and  formed  them  into  a  kind  of  redoubt,  for  the  pro- 
tection of  his  cannon  and  infantry  againft  the  affault  of  the  ca- 
valry, in  all  probability  he  either  would  not  have  been  attacked,  or 
by  fuch  a  difpofition  he  might  have  foiled  the  attempt :  The  Britifh- 
troops,  in  both  cafes,  would  have  been  obliged  to  abandon  the  pur- 
fuit,  as  the  country  in  the  neighbourhood  could  not  immediately 
have  fupplied  them  with  forage  or  provifions;  and  the  continen- 
tals might  have  decamped  in  the  night,  to  join  their  reinforce- 
ment. Colonel  Buford,  alfo,  committed  a  material  error,  in  ordering 
the  infantry  to  retain  their  fire  till  the  Britifh  dragoons  were  quite 
clofe  ;  which  when  given,  had  little  efFeft  either  upon  the  minds  or 
bodies  of  the  affailants,  in  comparifon  with  the  execution  that  might' 
be  expeded  from  a  fucceffive  fire  of  platoons  or  divifions,  commenced. 
at  the  diftance  of  three  or  four  hundred  paces. 

The  wounded  of  both  parties  were  colIe<fted  with  all  pnlfible  dif- 
patch,  and  treated  with  eqvial  humanity.  The  American  officers  and 
foldiers  who  were  unable  to  travel,  were  paroled  the  next  morning,. 

(c.)  In  note  M.  (d.)  In  note  M. 

and 
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Chap.  I.  and  placed  at  the  neighbouring  plantations  and  in  a  meeting  houfe, 
not  far  dillant  from  the  field  cf  battle:  Surgeons  were  fent  for  from 
Camden  and  Charlotte  town  to  afTift  them,  and  every  poffible  conve- 
nience was  provided  by  the  Britifh.  This  bufinefs  being  accompliflied,' 
Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  gained  Intelligence,  that  the  American 
reinforcement  had  fallen  back  .upon  the  report  of  the  late  affair ; 
therefore,  on  the  evening  of  the  30th,  he  commenced  his  march 
towards  Earl  Cornwallis.  The  main  army  (e.)  had  not  moved  more 
than  forty  miles  from  Nelfon's  ferry,  when  the  firfl  exprefs  arrived 
with  the  news  of  the  advantage  obtained  by  the  light  troops.  A  few 
days  afterwards,  Lord  Cornwallis  was  joined  at  Camden  by  the  de- 
tachment under  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton,  with  the  addition  of  the 
American  cannon,  royals,  and  waggons,  which  were  delivered  to  the 
artillery  and  quarter-matler-general's  departments. 

Sir  Henry         -Ou  the  ^th  of  Juuc,  Sir  Henry  Clinton  left  Charles-town  harbour, 
iailsfrom       on  board  the  Romulus.     Before  he  failed,  he  had  the  agreeable  intel- 

Chailes  r      ^  •  r  ■  r\ 

town.  ligence  of  the  defeat  of  the  Americans  at  Wacfavv ;  a  circumitance 

that  evinced  the  total  extirpation  of  the  continental  troops  within  the 
provinces  of  Georgia  and  South  Carolina.  This  event  tended  to  in- 
crcafe  the  fatisfa£lion  he  had  before  experienced,  on  account  of  the 
favourable  reports  (f.)  from  Augufta  and  Ninety  Six  ;  where  the  inha- 
bitants had  manifell:ed  their  peaceable  Intentions,  and  fome  thouiands 
cf  militia  men  had  flocked  to  the  royal  ftandard. 

(e.)  In  note  M.  (f.)  In  note  M. 


NOTES 
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PiiAP.  I-  and  placed  at  the  neighbouring  plantations  and  in  a  meeting  houfe, 
not  far  diftant  from  the  field  cf  battle:  Surgeons  were  fent  for  from 
Camden  and  Charlotte  town  to  affift  them,  and  every  poffible  conve- 
nience was  provided  by  the  Britifli.  This  bufmefs  being  accompliflied, 
Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  gained  intelligence,  that  the  American 
reinforcement  had  fallen  back  ^upon  the  report  of  the  late  affair ; 
therefore,  on  the  evening  of  the  30th,  he  commenced  his  march 
towards  Earl  Cornwallis.  The  main  army  (e.)  had  not  moved  more 
than  forty  miles  from  Nelfon's  ferry,  when  the  firfl  exprefs  arrived 
with  the  news  of  the  advantage  obtained  by  the  light  troops.  A  few 
days  afterwards,  Lord  Cornwallis  was  joined  at  Camden  by  the  de- 
tachment under  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton,  with  the  addition  of  the 
American  cannon,  royals,  and  waggons,  which  were  delivered  to  the 
crtillery  and  quarter-matler-general's  departments. 

Sir  Henry  On  the  fth  of  Juue,  Sir  Henry  Clinton  deft  Charles-town  harbour, 
fails  from  ou  board  the  Romulus.  Before  he  failed,  he  had  the  agreeable  intel- 
lioence  of  the  defeat  of  the  Americans  at  Wacfaw ;  a  circumftance 
that  evinced  the  total  extirpation  of  the  continental  troops  within  the 
provinces  of  Georgia  and  South  Carolina.  This  event  tended  to  in- 
crcafe  the  fatlsfa£lion  he  had  before  experienced,  on  account  of  the 
favourable  reports  (f.)  from  Augufta  and  Ninety  Six  ;  where  the  inha- 
bitants had  manifefted  their  peaceable  intentions,  and  fome  thoulands 
of  militia  men  had  flocked  to  the  royal  ftandard. 

(e.)  In  note  M.  (f.)  In  note  M. 
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NOTES 


TO      THE 


FIRST  CHAPTER, 


'The  author  thinks  it  necejfary  to  obferve,  that  the  originals  of  all  letters 
marked  thus  ^j^  ^are  in  his  pojfejjion ',  the  rejl  are  copied  from  authentic 
publications. 


(NOTE      A. ) 

"Extradis  from  a  letter,  ivritten  by  Colonel  John  Lawrence, 

Charles  town,  Feb.  25,   1780. 

J.  HE  Britilh  army,  faid  to  be  -under  the  command  of  Sir  Henry  Notes  to  the 
Clinton,  are  diftributed  on  Port-Royal  ifland,  John's  ifland,  Stono  Chapter, 
ferry,  and  a  detachment  laft  night  upon  James  ifland  —  Head  quarters 
are  at  Fenwick's  houfe,  on  John's  ifland  —  Four  of  their  gallies  have 
been  feen  between  John  and  James  iflands  ;  the  number  of  troops  not 
known,  fuppofed  to  be  nluch  diminifhed  fince  the  embarkation  at 
New  York  —  There  is,  undoubtedly,  fome  grand  impediment  to  the 
enemy's  progrefs.     All  their  horfes  perifhed  at  fea,  and  much  of  their 

F    -  furniture 
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Notes  to  the  furniture  was  captured. —  The  enemy's  (a.)   delay  has  afforded  an  op- 
ChaiJter.     portuuity  for  ftrengthenlng  the  lines  of  Charles  town,  which  will  be 
in  pretty  good  order  to-morrow  —  Reinforcements  are  expedled — Ge- 
neral Hagan  is  within  a  few  miles  —  The  Virginia  troops  are  fome- 
■  where  !   j^JJiJlance  from  that  fijier  Jlate  has  been  expeSled  thefe  eighteen . 
months  —  General  Moultrie  is  forming  a-  camp  at  Bacon  bridge,  where 
he  has  about  five  hundred  horfe,  being  horfe  of  this  flate,  Baylor's 
atvd  BMnd's  of  Virginia.     General  Williamfon  is  encamped  at.Augufta. 
A  thoufand  men  are  expedled  from  his  brigade  —  General  Richardlbn 
and  Colonel  Caphew  are  raifing  the  militia  at  and  about  Camden.— 
At  this  moment  our  efcape  depends  on  farther  delay  on  the  enemy's 
part.     Two  or  three  weeks  more  will  make  this  garrifon  ftrong  ;  the 
inhabitants,  in  general,^  are  in  good  fpirits.     Competent  judges  (b.)  . 
fay,  that  Sir  Henry  Cliijton  will  then  have  caufe  to  repent  his  enter-  - 
prize. 


(NOTE      B.) 

From  the  London  Gazette. 

Whitehall,  April  26,  17 So,,. 
'E.xtraM  of  a  letter  from.  Sir  Henry  Clinton.,  Knight  of  the  Bath^  to  Lord  ' 
George  Germain^  dated  Head  garters,  fames'  ijland.  South  Carolina^ 
March  gih^  1780.     Received  by  the  Swift  packet y.  Capt.  Nichols,  from  . 
New  York, 

MY  laft  difpatch,  No.  8^,  will  have  informed  your  lordfiilp,  that- 
the  admiral  and  I  only  waited  pofitive  information  concerning  Count  . 
D'Eftaing's  fleet  to  put  to  fea, 

Intel- 
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Intelligence  (a.)  of  their  having  quitted  the  coaft  arrived  late  Notes  to  the 
•111  December,  and  the  troops  having  been  fome  time  embarked,  the    Chapter, 
admiral  was  enabled  to  fail  the  26th. 


I  WILL  trouble  your  lordfhip  with   no  other  particulars  of  a  very- 
tedious  voyage  in  (b.)  uncommon  bad  weather,  than  to  mention,  that 
in  our  lofles  of  tranfports  the  lives  of  the  crews  have  been  faved  ;  that 
only  one  (hip  is  mifling,  having  on   board  a  detachment  of  Heflians, 
and  fuppofed  to  have  bore  away  for  the  Weft  Indies  ;   But  we  have  to 
regret  the  total  lofs  of  an  ordnance  fhip,  which  foundered  at  fea,   and 
of  much  the  greater  part  of  the  horfes  brought  for  cavalry,  or  other 
public  ufes.     It  was  judged  beft   to  proceed  by  a  fecond  navigation 
from  Tybee  to  North  (c.)  Edifto,  and  from  thence  to  pafs  to  John's 
and   next  to  James  ifland.     By  a  bridge  over  Wappoo  cut,  we  have 
from  this  laft  gained  the  banks  of  Afliley  river.     My  intention  is  to 
pafs  to  the  neck  of  Charles  town  as  foon  as  poflible.     The  enemy 
have,  I  find,  colletled   their  whole  force  to  that  place.     This  is  faid 
not  to  exceed  five  thoufand  men  at  prefent ;  but  reinforcements  are 
daily  expelled.     In  the  mean  time,  as  the  rebels  have  made  the  de- 
fence of  Charles  town  their  principal  obje£t,  I  have  determined  on  my 
part  to  aflemble  in  greater  ftrength  before  it,  and  with  this  view  have 
called  immediately   to  this  army  a  corps  (d.)  I  had  left  in  Georgia. 
They  will  pafs  the  Savannah  river,  and  join  me  by  land. 

The  force  afloat  at  Charles  town  is  four  rebel  and  one  French  fri- 
gate, with  an  old  fixty-gun  fhip,  and  fome  brigs  and  gallles. 

Although  our  long  voyage,  and  unavoidable  delays  firrce,  have 
given  the  rebels  time  to  fortify  Charles  town  towards  the  land,  a 
labour  their  number  in  negroes  has  greatly  fiicUitated ;  yet,  confidlpg 

F  2  in 


36  .CAMPAIGNS     OF     178a     AND     1781     IN     TlfE 

Notes tothe  111  the   merit  of  the  troops  I  have  the  honour  to  command^  In  the 

Firft 

Chapter,     great  afliftance  I  have  from  Earl  CornwaUls,  and  the  farther  co-ope- 
ration of  the  navy,  I  entertain  great  hopes  of  fuccefs.. 

I  CANNOT  clofe  my  letter  without  expreffing  how  much  I  am 
obliged  hitherto  to  Admiral  Arbuthnot  for  the  affiftance  given  me 
through  Captain  Elphinflone,  who  as  yet  has  been  chiefly  employed 
in  the  naval  tranfadions  immediately  relative  to  the  army.  This  gen- 
tleman^s  unremitted  attention  to  us,  from  his  fo  ably  and  fuccefsfully 
conducing  the  tranfports  into  North  Edifto  to  this  hour,  with  the- 
great  benefit  I  have  derived  from  his  knowledge  of  the  inland  navi- 
gation of  this  part  of  the  coaft,  merit  m.y  warmeft  thanks. 

P.  S.  Since  the  above  a  reinforcement  is  arrived  in  Charles  town,, 
faid  to  confift  of  two  thoufand  men,  from  the  northern  army. 


(NOTE      C.  ) 


Kx-tradt  of  a    letter  from  Major  Andre,   Deputy  Adjutant  General^    ta 
JJeutenant- colonel  'Tar  let  on, 

^  Head  Quarters,    William's  Houfe, 

the  I  ft  April,  1780. 
I  HAVE,  by  the  general's  orders,  juft  clofed  a  letter  to  Brigadier- 
general  Paterfon,  in  confequence  of  which  a  march  of  cavalry,  (a.) 
light  and  legion  infantry  will  be  ordered  :  It  is  to  feek  a  paflage  acrofs 
Afhley  river,  at  or  above  Dorchefter  and  Baycon  bridge,  and  by  this 
means  to  join  the  army  before  Charles  town.  The  general  wou'd  not 
have  you  undertake  any  excurfion  out  of  your  route  to  us,  or  make 
I  any 
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any  other  delays,  after  paffing  the  river,  than  for  the  purpofe  of  ta- Notes  to  the 
king  forage  :    Between  your  prefent  encampment  and  the  paflage  you   Chapter, 
will  of  courfe  make  none,  as  it  wou'd  invite  oppofition. 


(NOTE       D.  > 

Cofyy  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant-general  Earl  CornwalUs  to  Lieutenant- 
colonel  'Tarleton. 

{C^  Camp,  near  St.  Thomas's  Church, 

April  25th,   1780. 

S  T  R, 

THE  commander  in  chief  having  diredted  me  to  ufe  every  effort  to 
prevent  fupplies  and  reinforcements  being  thrown  into  Charles  town, 
but  particularly  to  guard  againft  the  garrifon's  efcapiiig  out  of  //  and 
its  dependent  fortreffes  ;  (a.)  I  find  it  neceffary  at  prefent  to  place  the 
corps  under  my  command  on  the  eaft  fide  of  Miller's  bridge,  keeping  a 
redoubt  on  the  weft  fide  to  fecure  a  eotnmunication  ;  I  muft  therefore 
commit  the  care  of  the  country  between  the  Cooper  and  Wando  to 
your  charge,  with  the  cavalry  and  infantry  of  the  legion.  The  prin- 
cipal objefts  of  your  care  will  be  the  landing  places  on  the  well  fide  of 
the  Wando  and  in  Daniel's  ifland  ;  and  I  fruft  in  your  vigilance  that  I 
fhall  receive  the  earliefl:  information  of  any  material  movement  of  the 
enemy  in  that  quarter  ;  I  muft  likewife  recommend  it  to  you  to  take 
every  opportunity  of  procuring  iutelligenee,  either  from  the  town,  or 
the  Santee  river  and  the  back  country.  I  leave  it  to  your  difcretion  to 
take  fuch  pofitions  as  you  fhall  find  mofi:  convenient  :  You  will  pleafe 
to  report  to  me  whenever  you  move,  that  I  may  know  where  to  find 
you.     As  you  will  be  fo  conflantly  moving,  you  will  not  of  courfe  be 

able 
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Notes  to  the  at)le  to  embarrafs  yourfelf  with  the  care  of  fuch  ftores  as  may  fall  tnto 
Chaptcf.  your  hands  :  If  you  apprehend  that  any  fuch  may  be  in  danger  of 
being  retaken  by  the  enemy,  and  that  they  will  be  ufeful  to  them,  you 
will  pleafe  to  deftroy  them.  I  mufl  recommend  it  to  you  in  the 
ftrongeit  manner  to  uie  your  utnioft  endeavours  to  prevent  the  troops 
under  your  command  from  committing  irregularities,  and  I  am  con- 
vinced that  my  recommendation  will  have  weight,  when  I  affure  you 
that  fuch  conduft  will  be  highly  agreeable  to  the  commander  in  chief. 
1  am,    SIR, 

Your  moll  obedient,  humble  fervant, 

CORNWALLIS. 

Lieut.  Col.  Taileton. 


(  N  O  T  E      E.  ) 

From  the  London  Gazette  Extraordinary. 

Whitehall,  June  15,  1780. 
'This  morning  the  Earl  of  Lificoln,  aid-de-camp  to  his  Excellency  General 
Sir  Henry  Clinton,  Knight  of  the  Bath,  arrived  at  this  office  with  the 
following  difpatchfor  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  George  Germain : 

Charles  town.  May  13,  1780. 
My  Lord, 

I  WILL  not  trouble  your  lordfliip  with  a  repetition  of  the  delays 

and  difficulties  which  protraded  ferious  operation  until  the  29th  of 

March,  on  which  day  the  landing  on  Charles-town  neck  was  efFe(5led. 

By  this  time  a  depot  was  formed  ;  the  admiral  had  paffed  the  bar, 

4ind  I  had  the  effential  affiflance  of  officers  and  feamen  of  the  royal 

3.  navy 
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navy  for  my  operations.     I  was  alfo  ftrengthened  with  the  corps  from  Notes  to  the 
Georgia,  under  Brigadier-general  Patterfon,  which,  through  a  country   Chapter. 
interfeited  with  rivers,  and  rendered  more  difficult  by  heavy  rains,  had 
advanced,  not  unoppofed,  in  the  fpace  of  twelve  days  from  Savannah 
to  (a.)  Alhley  river. 

The  paffage  of  Afliley,  under  the  conduct  of  Captain  Elphinftone,,. 
and  by  the  good  fervice  of  the  officers  and  failors  of  the  fleet,  was  ac- 
compliihed  with  order  and  expedition,  and  without  refinance  on  the 
part  of  the  enemy. 

The  day  fucceeding  it  the  army  moved  towards  Charles  town,  and 
on  the  night  of  the  ift  of  (c.)  April  broke  ground  within  eight  hun.- 
dred  yards  of  the  rebel  works. - 

By  the  (d.)  8th  our  guns  were  mounted  in  battery  ;  and  I  had  the 
fatisfa£tion  to  fee  the  admiral  pafs  into  Charles-town  harbour  with,  the 
fuccefs  his  condu£l  deferved,  though  under  a  very  heavy  fire  from ; 
Sullivan's  ifland. 

At  this  period  we  judged  it  advifable  to  fend  the  inclofed  fum- 
mons  to  the  place,  which  returned  the  anfwer  I  have  the.  honour  to 
tranfmit  with  it. 

The  batteries  (g.)  were  opened  the  next  day.  From  their  effed:  we 
foonobferved  the  fire  of  the. enemy's  advanced  works  to  abate  confide- 
rably  ;  the  attention  of  the  engineers,  and  the  diligence  of  the  troops, 
but  increafing  as  they  proceeded.  A  fecond  parallel  was  completed  on  ■ 
the  I  pth  of  April,  and  fecure  approaches  opened  to  it.  We  were  now 
within  four  hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  the  place. 

My.- 
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Notes tothe       My  Communications  had  hitherto  required  the  gjreateft  attention: 

Firft  ... 

Chapter  They  had  been  chofen  from  Perrenau's  landing  in  Stone  river  acrofs  the 
Wappoo,  and  by  fmall  inlets,  leaving  only  a  mile  of  land  carriage  into 
the  part  of  Afhley  river  oppofite  our  camp. 

Works  for  t!ie  protection  of  the  ftores  and  {hipping  in  Stono, 
others  on  the  communication,  and  feveral  redoubts  and  batteries  ou 
Afhley,  were  the  labours  neceffary  to  give  fecurity  in  fo  importaat  a 

point. 

The  prefence  of  the  fleet  in  the  harbour  relieving  me  from  appre- 
henfion  on  that  part,  and  the  admiral  taking  to  himfelf  the  defence  of 
fort  (h.)  Johnfon,  I  was  able  to  detach  one  thoufand  four  hundred 
men,  under  Lieutenant-colonel  Webfter,  of  the  33d  regiment,  t& 
break  In  upon  the  enemy's  remaining  communication  with  the  country. 

Our  fuccefs  but  for  this  meafure  would  have  been  incomplete,  as  1 
had  reafou  to  fear  a  naval  force  cou'd  not  be  got  into  Cooper  river, 
nor  confequently  the  place  to  be  totally  invefted. 

Your  lordfhlp  will  obferve,  that  Colonel  Webfter  had,  in  the  exe- 
cution of  his  orders,  rivers  to  crofs,  and  other  difficult  operations  to 
efFeit,  in  prefence  of  a  very  fuperior  cavalry,  which  might  harafs  him 
much.  It  was,  therefore,  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  flrike  at  this 
corps,  and,  as  fuddenly  as  poffible,  to  feize  the  principal  pafles  of  the 
.  country. 

The  furprlfe  (1.)  and  defeat  of  the  colIe£Ved  cavalry  and  militia  of 
the  rebels,  and  the  pofl'effing  Biggin's  bridge  over  Cooper,  by  Lieute- 
nant-colonel Tarletou  with  the  horfe,  the  legion,  and  Major  Fergufon's 

detachment. 
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detachment,  gave  the  command  of  the  country  (k.)  to  Colonel  Web-  Notes  to  the- 

Firft 

fter,  threw  into  his  hands  great  fupplies  of  provifion,  and  enabled  him     Chapter. 
to  take  a  pofl  near  the  head  of  Wandoo  river,  forbidding  by  land  all 
farther  accefs  to  the  town  from  Cooper  to  the  inland  navigation.     An 
armed  naval  force  which  the  admiral  fent  into  Servee  bay,  and  another 
Rationed  in  Spencer's  inlet,  completed  the  inveftiture  to  the  fea. 

A  CONSIDERABLE  reinforcement  joining  me  from  (1.)  New  York  the 
18th  of  April,  I  immediately  flrengthened  the  corps  beyond  Cooper 
•river,    which,  thus  augmented,    I   requefted  Lieutenant-gener^il  Earl 
Cornwallis  to  lake  under  his  command. 

On  the  6th  of  May,  the  third  parallel  (n.)  was  completed  clofe  to 
the  edge  of  the  rebel  canal,  and  a  fap  carried  to  the  dam,  which  con- 
tained its  water  on  the  right,  by  which  means  a  great  part  was  drained 
to  the  bottom. 

We  could  now  form  jufter  opinions  of  the  defences  of  the  town  to- 
•wards  the  land,  which  extended  in  a  chain  (e.)  of  redoubts,  lines,  and 
batteries,  from  Afhley  to  Cooper.  In  front  of  either  flank  of  the 
works,  fwamps,  which  the  canal  connedls,  ooze  to  each  river ;  betwixt 
thefe  impediments  and  the  place  are  two  rows  of  abbatis,  various  other 
obflruftions,  and  a  double  picketted  ditch  ;  a  horn-work  of  mafonry, 
which,  during  the  fiege,  the  enemy  doled  as  a  kind  of  citadel, 
flrengthened  the  center  of  the  line  and  the  gate,  where  the  fame  na- 
tural defences  were  not  found  as  near  the  water:  Eighty  pieces  of  can- 
non or  mortars  were  mounted  in  the  extent  of  thefe  lines. 

On  the  6th  of  May  our  batteries  were  ready  in  the  third  parallel. 
New  and  very  forcible  motives  now  prevailed  to  induce  the  place  to  ca- 

G  pitulate. 


4i  eAMPAIGNS     OF     1780     AND     178^1     IN     THE 
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Chapter,    on  SuUivan's  ifland,  underi  Captain  Hudfon,  to  whom,  on  the  threat 
that  (hips   fhould   hatter   the  fort,   th&  garrifon  delivered,  themfelves 

upon,  terms.. 

LiEUTiiN  A  NT-GENERA  JL'  Eart'Cornwallis  had  been  no  lefs  fuccefsfui- 
in  the  countrj.  The  cavalry  under  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  had; 
again  the  good  fortune  which  condu£t  and  gallantry  deferve, .  and  over- 
took at  the  Santee  a  body  of  horfe  the  enemy- had,  with  infinite  diffi-- 
culty.  colleifled  togetlier.  Xhey  (m.)  were  mofl  fpiritedly  charged,, 
and  defeated,  Moft  of  the  riders  fled  to  the  moraffes,  or  threw  thenv- 
felves  into  the  river,  from  whence  few  have  extricated  themfelves. . 
Fifty  or  ilxty  men  were  killed  or  taken,  and  every  horfe  of  the  corps,, 
with  the  arms  and  appointments,  fellinto  our, hands.. 

Although,  in  a  fecond  correfpondenee  which  the  enemy  folicited,., 
they  had  fhewn  in  their  propofals  for  a  furrender  far  too  extenfive  prcr 
tenfions,    the  adniiral  and  myfelf  covdd  not  refrain  from  attempting; 
once  more  to  avert  the  cruel  extremity  of  a  ftorm.     In  this  renewal  of. 
treaty,  however,  we  did. not  find  their  indifcretion  much  abated.. 

The  batteries  of  the  third  parallel  (o.). were  therefore  opened,  and; 
a  manifefl  fiiperlority  of  fire  foon  obtained  ;  the  corps  of  yagers  ading, 
as  markfmen,.  were  on  this  occafion  extremely  ufefuL 

Under  this  fire  we  gamed  the  counterfcarp  of  the  outwork  which 
flanked  the  canal,,  the  canal  itfelf  was  paffed,  and  work  carried  on 
towards  the  ditch  of  the.  place. 

The 
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The  I  ith,  General  Lincoln  fent  to  us  his  acquiefcence  in  the  terms  Notes  to  the 
he  had  two  days  before  obje£led  to.     Whatever  fevere  juftice  might    Chapter. 
di£late  on  fuch  an  occafion,  we  refolved  not  to  prefs  to  unconditional 
fubmiffion  a  reduced  army,  whom  we  hoped  clemency  might  yet  recon- 
cile to  us.     The  articles  of  capitulation  were  therefore  figned,  fuch  as 
1  have  the  honour  to  inclofe  them. 


On  the  12th,  Major-general  Leflle  took  (q.)  pofleffion  of  the  town. 
There  are  taken,  feven  general  officers,  a  commodore,  (f.)  ten  conti- 
nental regiments,  and  three  battalions  of  artillery,  together  with 
town  and  country  militia,  French,  and  Teamen,  make  about  fix  thou- 
sand men  in  arms.  The  titular  deputy  governor,  council,  and  civil 
officers,  are  alfo  prifoners. 

'Four  frigates  and  feveral  armed  veffels,  with  a  great  number  of 
boats,  have  likewife  fallen  into  our  polTeffion,  and  about  four  hundred 
pieces  of  cannon. 

Of  the  garrifon,  artillery,  and  ftores,  your  lordfhip  will  have  as 
perfeft  returns  as  I  (hall  be  able  to  colleft. 

I  HAVE  yet,  my  lord,  to  add  to  this  letter,  the  expreffions  of  grati- 
tude I  owe  to  the  army,  (r.)  whofe  courage  and  toil  have  given  me 
•fuccefs. 

I  HAVE  moft  warmly  to  thank  Lieutenant-general  Earl  Cornwallis, 
~Major-general8  Leflie,  Huyne,  and  Kolborth,  and  Brigadier-general 
-Patterfon,  for  their  animated  affiftance. 

G  <2,  I  TRUST 
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Chapter,  the  fiege,  of  the  officers  and  foldiers  of  the  royal  artillery,  of  Captain 
Elphinflone,  and  the  officers  and  feamen  of  the  royal  navy  ferving 
with  us  on  ffiore,  of  the  corps  of  engineers,  of  the  officers  and  fol- 
diers of  every  corps,  Britifli  and  Heflian,  and  particularly  the  yager 
detachment,  will  receive  His  Majefly's  gracious  approbation. 

I  HAVE  efpecially  to  exprefs  my  obligation  to  Lieutenant-colonel 
Webfter,  and  the  corps  which  a6led  under  him.  And  I  have  to  give 
the  greateft  praife  to  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  and  the  cavalry,  for 
their  conduft,  bravery,  and  eminent  fervices. 

But  to  Major  MoncrlefF,  the  commanding  engineer,  who  planned, 
and,  with  the  affiftance  of  fuch  capable  officers  under  him,  conduced 
the  fiege  with  fo  much  judgement,  intrepidity,  and  laborious  atten- 
tion, 1  wilh  to  render  a  tribute  of  the  very  higheft  applaufe,  and  moft 
,  permanent  gratitude  ;  perfuaded  that  far  more  flattering  commenda- 
tions than  I  can  beflow  will  not  fail  to  crown  fuch  rare  merit. 

Your  lordfliip  has  feen  how  great  a  fhare  Admiral  Arbuthnot  and 
the  fleet  have  had  in  every  meafure.  I  can  add,  that  had  we  been  ne- 
ceffitated  to  make  an  aflault,  I  am  perfuaded  a  very  confpicuous  part 
would  have  been  taken  by  the  fhips,  to  favour  us  at  that  important 
crifis. 

1  HAVE  the  honour  to  fend  your  lordfliip  returns  of  our  lofs. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,   &c. 

H.    CLINTON. 


Return 
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Return  (r.)  of  the  killed  and  wounded  of  the  troops  under  the  command  (5/* Notes  fo  the 
his  Excellency  General  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  from  the  debarkation  in  South     Chapter., 
Carolina  the  nth  of  February,  to  the  fur  render  of  Charles  town  the  12th 
of  May. 

BRIT  IS  H. 

Royal  artillery.     5  rank  and  file  killed  ;   7  ditto  wounded. 

xft  battalion  of  light  infantry.     8  rank  and  file  killed;    i  ferjeant,   17 
rank  and  file  wounded. 

2d  battalion  ditto.      11  rank  and  file  killed;   i  lieutenant,   12  rank  and- 
file  wounded. 

Detachment  of  ditto.     3  rank  and  file  killed  ;  7  ditto  wounded. 

ift  battalion  grenadiers,     i  ferjeant,  4  rank  and  file  killed  ;  2  lieute- 
nants,  I  ferjeant,   13  rank  and  file  wounded, 

2d  battalion  ditto.      10  rank  and  file  killed  ;   i  lieutenant,   ii  rank  and:  ' 
file  wounded. 

7th.     I  rank  and  file  killed  ;  2  ditto  wounded, 

23d.     4  rank  and  file  wounded. 

33d.      I  rank 'and  file  killed;   2  ditto  wounded. 

62d.     2  rank  and  file  killed. 

63d.     4  rank  and  file  wounded. 

64th.     I  rank  and  file  wounded. 

71ft.     2  enfigns,  6  rank  and  file  killed  ;    i   captain,    I  lieutenant,   I4({- 
rank  and  file  wounded. 

GERMAN. 

Yagers.     7  rank  and  file  killed  ;   14  ditto  wounded. 
Linfing.     2  rank  and  file  killed  ;  7  ditto  wounded. 
Lengerck.     i  rank  and  file  killed ;   1 5  ditto  wounded- 

1 .  Schuler,  • 
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Notes  to  the  Schuler.     3  rank  and  file  killed  ;   1 8  ditto  wounded. 
Chapter.    Graft,     2  rank  and  file  killed  j  2  lieutenants,  8  rank  and  file  woundedr 
Hoyne.     5  rank  and  file  wounded. 

PROVINCIAL. 

New-Yotk  volunteers.     2  rank  and  file  killed  ;    i  ditto  wounded. 
Britifh  legion.     5  rank  and  file  killed;  9  ditto  wounded. 
Fergufon's  corps*     5  rank  and  file  wounded. 

Total  BRITISH,   GERMAN,  and   PROVINCIAL. 

2  enligns,  i  ferjeant,  -j^  rank  and  file,  killed  ;   i  captain,  7  lieutenants, 
2  ferjeants,  1 79  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

OFJ^ICERS    KILLED. 
71ft  regiment.    Enfign  M'Gregor,  Enfign  Cameron. 

OFFICERS    WOUNDED. 

22d  regiment  grenadier  company.     Lieutenant  White. 
33d  ditto.     Lieutenant  Bevor. 
42d  ditto.     Lieutenant  Grant. 
r64th  ditto.     Light  infantry.    Lieutenant  Freeman, 
7 1  fl  regiment.     Captain  M'Leod,  Lieutenant  Wilfon. 
Graff's  .grenadiers.    Lieutenant  Frietfon,  Lieutenant  Oethanfs. 

H.    CLINTON. 


(NOTE 
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(NOTE      F. ) 

Admiralty  Office,  June  15,  1780. 
His  Majejlys  Jhlp  the  Perfeus,  commanded  by  the  Hon.  Keith  Elphinjione^  Notes  to  the 
arrived  late  lajl  night  at  Spithead,  from  Charles  town^  in  South  Carolina^    chapter. 
from  whence  fhe  failed  the   i  ']th  of  lafl  month,  having  on  board  Sir 
Andrew  Hammond,  ivho  came  to  this  Office  this  forenoon  with  a  letter 
from  Fice-admiral  Arbuthnot,  to  Mr.  Stevens,  of  which  the  following  is 
a  copy :. 

Roebuck,  ofF  Charles  town.  May  14,  1780. 

SIR, 
1  HAVE  the  fatisfadlon  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of 
my  lords  eommiffioners  of  the  admiralty,  that  Charles  town,  with  all 
its  dependencies,  the  fhipping  in  the   harbour,  and  the  army  under    , 
General  Lincoln,  has  furrendered  to  His  Majefty's  arms. 

My  laft' letters,  by  a  Dutch  (hip  bound  to  Amfterdam,  which  failed' 
the  16th  of  February,  will  have  informed  you  of  my  departure  from 
New  York,  and  my  arrival  off  Savannah,    with   a  fquadron  of  His 
Majefty's  (hips,  efcortiug  a  confiderable  body  of  troops  under  the  com- 
mand of  Sir  Henry  Clinton- 

Most  of  the  miffing  fiiips  having  arrived,  no  time  was -loft  in  pro- 
fecuting  the  intended  expedition.     I  fhifted  my  flag  from  the  Europe 
to   this  fhip  ;  and  the  tranfports  having  repaired  their  damages  fuf-~ 
tained  on  the  paffage,  I   proceeded   with  the   fleet,    on  the   loth  of 
February,  to  North  Edifto,  the  place  of  debarkation  previoufly  agreed ' 
upon.     Our  paffage  (a.)  thither  was  favourable  and  fpeedy  ;  and  al- 
though it  required  time  to  have  the  bar  explored,  and  the  channel; 
3  marked,. 
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Notes  to  the  marked,  the  iranfports  all  entered  the  harbour  the  next  day  ;  and  the 
Chapter,    army  took  poffefTioa  of  John's  ifland  without  oppofition. 

TiTE  general  havhig  made  a  requifition  for  heavy  (b.)  cannon,  and  a 
detachment  of  Teamen  from  the  fleet,  the  latter  were  put  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Elphinftone  and  Captain  Evans,  and  the  guns 
forwarded  to  the  army  as  foon  as  they  could  be  colleded  from  the 
line-of-battle  fliips,  which  the  bad  weather  had  forced  from  their 
anchors. 

Preparations  were  next  made  for  paffing  the  fquadron  over 
Charles-town  bar,  where  the  high  water  fpring  tides  there,  is  only 
nineteen  feet  water.  The  guns,  (c.)  provifion,  and  water  were  taken 
out  of  the  Renown,  Roebuck,  and  Romulus,  to  lighten  them  ;  and 
we  lay  in  that  fituation  on  the  open  coaft  in  the  winter  feafon  of  the 
year,  expofed  to  the  infults  of  the  enemy,  for  fixteen  days,  before  an 
opportunity  offered  of  going  into  the  harbour,  which  wa5  efFeifhed 
without  any  accident,  on  the  20th  of  March,  notwithftanding  the 
enemy's  galleys  continually  -attempted  to  prevent  our  boats  from 
founding  the  channel. 

1  ENCLOSE  a  lift  of  the  rebel  naval  force,  which,  at  this  time,  made 
an  appearance  of  difputing  the  paffage  up  the  river,  at  the  narrow  pafs, 
between  Sullivan's  ifland  and  the  middle  ground,  having  moored  their 
fhips  and  galleys  in  a  pofition  to  make  a  raking  fire  as  we  approached 
fort  Moultrie;  but  on  the  fquadron  arriving  near  the  bar,  and  an- 
choring on  the  infide,  they  abandoned  that  idea,  retired  to  the  town, 
and  changed  their  plan  of  defence.  The  Bricole,  Notre  Dame,  Queen 
of  France,  Truite,  and  General  Moultrie  frigates,  with  feveral  mer- 
chant fliips,  fitted  with  chevaux  de  frife  (d.)  on  their  decks,  .were  funk 

in 
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ill  the  channel  between  the  town  and  Shute's  Folly;  a  boom  was  ex- Notes  to  the 

Firft 

tended  acrofs,  compofed  of  cables,  chains,  and  ipars,   fecured  by  the     Chapter. 
fhips'    mafts,    and    defended    fro'-n   the   town    by   ftrong  batteries  of 
pimento   logs,  in  which   were  mounted  upwards  of  forty   pieces   of 
heavy  cannon. 

Every  thing  being  in  readinefs  for  croffing  the  army  over  the 
Afliley  river,  the  boats  of  the  fleet,  with  the  flat  boats,  under  the 
command  of  Capt.  Elphiiiilone  and  Capt.  Evans  of  the  Raifonable, 
the  v/hole  army,  with  the  artillery  and  (lores  necefl'ary  for  the  flege, 
were  landed  under  the  cover  of  the  galleys,  on  the  town  fide,  with 
aftonifliing  expedition. 

As  foon  as  the  army  began  to  ered  their  batteries  agalnft  the  town, 
1  took  t!ie  firfl  favourable  opportunity  to  pafs  Sullivan's  ifland,  upon 
which  there  is  a  flrong  fort  and  batteries,  the  chief  defence  of  the 
harbour ;  accordingly  I  weighed  at  one  o'clock,  on  the  (e.)  9th  ult., 
with  the  Roebuck,  Richmond,  Romulus,  Blonde,  Virginia,  Raleigii, 
nnd  Sandwich  armed  fhlp.  The  Renown  bringing  up  the  rear,  and 
pafling  through  a  fevere  fire,  anchored  in  about  two  hours  under 
James'  ifland,  with  the  lofs  of  twenty-feven  feamen  killed  and 
■wounded.  The  Richmond's  foretop  mafl:  was  fhot  away,  and  the  fhips 
in  general  fufl:ained  damage  in  their  marts  and  rigging ;  however,  not 
materially  in  their  hulls :  But  the  Acetus  tranfport,  having  on  board  a 
few  naval  ftores,  grounded  within  guniliot  of  Sullivan's  ifland,  and  re- 
ceived fo  much  damage,  that  Ihe  was  obliged  to  be  abandoned  and  burnt. 

Having  Rationed  fhips  and  armed  veflels  off  the  different  inlets, 
upon  the  coaft,  and  the  town  being  now  nearly  invefled,  attempts 
were  made  to  pafs  a  naval  force  into  Cooper  river,  by  Hog's  Ifland, 

H  (the 
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Chapter.  Carry  heavy  guns  were  fitted  for  that  fervice :  But  on  being  found  the 
enemy  had  alio  funk  vefiels  in  that  channel,  and  its  entrance  was  de- 
fended by  the  works  on  Sullivan's  ifland,  and  mount  Pleafant,  it  was 
refolved  to  difpoffefs  them  of  the  latter,  by  the  feamen  of  the  fleet  ; 
and  in  the  mean  time,  to  arm  the  fmall  veflels  that  had  been  tak""en 
by  Earl  Cornwallis  in  the  Wandoo  river. 

For  this  purpofe  a  brigade  of  five  hundred  feamen  and  marines  was 
formed  from  the  fquadron,  and  under  the  command  of  the  Captains 
Hudfon,  Orde,  and  Gambier,  landed  at  day  break,  on  the  29th,  at 
mount  Pleafant ;  where  receiving  information  that  the  rebels  were 
abandoning  their  redoubt  at  Lamprie's  point,  (an  advantageous  poll  on 
Cooper  river)  they  marched  with  a  view  of  cutting  off  their  rear,  but, 
on  a  near  approach,  found  the  garriibn  had  efcaped  in  velTels  to  Charles 
town  ;  but  their  fudden  appearance  prevented  the  rebels  from  carry- 
ing off  their  cannon  and  ftores,  or  from  deftroying  their  works. 
About  the  fame  time,  a  major,  a  captain,  and  fome  other  commif- 
fioned  and  non-commifiioned  officers,  with  eighty  privates,  were  made 
prifoners  by  the  guard  boats  of  the  fleet,  in  retiring  to  the  town. 

Captain  Hudfon  being  relieved  in  his  pofl  by  Colonel  Fergufon, 
returned  to  the  fort  at  mount  Pleafant,  which  being  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  fort  Sullivan,  brought  us  in  deferters  daily,  from  whom  I 
learnt  very  favourable  accounts  of  its  garrifon ;  I  therefore  (f.)  formed 
a  plan  to  attack  it,  which  fhould  not  interfere  with  the  important 
operations  the  army  were  carrying  on,  and  which  now  became  every 
day  more  and  more  critical. 

The 
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The  attention  of  the  rebels,  I  found,  had  been  chiefly  directed  to  Notes  to  the 

Fii-il: 

the  fouth  and  eaft  fides  of  the  fort,  which  were  moll  open  to  attack  ;  Chapter, 
but  the  weft  face  and  north-wefl  baftion,  I  difcovered,  had  been  neg- 
lected ;  1  therefore  determined  to  attempt  to  carry  the  fort  by  ftorm, 
luider  cover  of  the  fire  from  the  (hips  of  the  fquadron.  The  Captains 
Hudfon  and  Gambier,  and  Captain  Knowles,  agent  for  tranfports, 
with  two  hundred  feamen  and  marines,  embarked  in  the  boats  of  the 
fquadron,  in  the  night  of  the  4th  inftant,  and  paffing  by  the  fort  un- 
obferved,  landed  before  day  light,  and  took  poffeffion  of  a  redoubt  on 
the  eafl  end  of  the  ifland ;  whilll  other  boats  were  preparing  to  carry 
over  the  fame  number  of  feamen  and  marines  from  mount  Pleafant, 
luider  the  command  of  Captain  Orde.  On  the  whole  being  ready,  and 
tlie  (hips  only  waiting  for  the  tide,  to  begin  the  attack,  the  fort  was 
fummoned  by  Captain  Hudfon,  when,  after  a  little  confideration,  the 
garrifon  furrendered  themfelves  prifoners  of  war.  A  copy  of  the  capi- 
tulation, and  the  return  of  prifoners  and  (lores,  accompany  this  letter. 

The  redu£lion  of  the  city  followed  four  day^  after  ;  for  the  prepara- 
tions to  dorm  it  in  every  part  being  in  great  forwardnefs,  and  the  (hips 
ready  to  move  to  the  aflault,  the  town  was  fummoned  on  the  9th,  by 
his  Excellency  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  to  furrender  ;  terms  were  in  confe- 
quence  propofed,  and  the  enclofed  capitulation,  figned  by  the^general 
and  myfelf,  the  loth  inftant. 

I  HAVE  commi(rioned  the  rebel  and  French  frigates,  In  the  King's 
fervice,  and  have  given  the  command  of  them  to  officers  of  lolig  fer- 
vlce,  and  acknowledged  merit. 

The  conduft  of  Sir  Andrew  Hammond,  of  the  Roebuck,  who 
bears  this  difpatch  to  you,  deferves  particular  mention ;  whether  in  the 

H  2  great 
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Chapter,    forward,  and  animated.     The  Captains  Hudfon,  Orde,  Gambier,  Ei'- 

phinftone,  and  Evans,  have   diftinguifhed   themfelves   particularly   oh 

fliore  ;  and  the  officers  and  feamen,  who  have  ferved  with  them. on  this 

occafion,  have  obferved  the  moft  perfefl  difcipline. 

Our  whole  lofs  in  the  fliips  and  galleys,  and  the  batteries  on  Ihore,. 
is  tv^/enty-three  Teamen  killed,  and  twenty-eight  wounded  ;  among  the 
latter  is  Lieutenant  Bowers,  of  the  Europe,  but  in  fair  way  of  re- 
covery. 

The  fleet  has  endeavoured  moft  heartily  and  efFe£lually  to  co-operate 
with  the  army  in  every  poffible  inflance  ;  and  the  moft  perfe<fl  harmony 
has  fubfifted  between  us.. 

Ij'ufl:  add,  that  rebel  privateering  has  recently  received,  a  fevej^e 
check ;  the  Iris  and  Galatea  having  lately,  in  the  fpace  of  ten  days,., 
taken  nine  privateers,  (two of  which  were  fliips  of  twenty  guns,,  and. 
none  lefs  than  fixteen)  and  eight  hundred  feamen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,. 
SI  R, 
Your  moft  obedient  fervant, 

M.    ARBUTHNOT, 


A  I'lji   of  rebel  pips   (h.)   of  war  taken  or  dejiroyed  in  the  harbour  of 

Charles  town, 

THE  Bricole,  pierced  for  60,  mounting  44  guns,  twenty-four  and 
eighteen  pounders,   funk,    her  captain,   officers,    and   company,    pri- 

foners. 
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fonei'S.  —  The  Truite,  2,6  twelve  pounders,  funk,   her  captain,  &c.  pri- Notes  to  the 
foners.  —  Queen  of  France,   28  nnie  pounders,  funk,  ditto.  —  General     Chapter. 
Moultrie,  20  fix  pounders,  funk,  ditto. —  Notre  Dame,  (brig)  16  ditto, 
funk,  ditto.  —  Providence,    32   guns,  eighteen   and   twelve    pounders, 
taken,  captain,  officers,  and  company,  prifoners.  —  Boflon,  of  the  fiime 
force,  taken,  ditto.  —  Ranger,  20  fix  pounders,  taken,  ditto. 

FRENCH      SHIP  S. 

L'AvANTURE,  26  nine  and  fix  pounders,  commanded  by  the  Sieur 
de  Brulot,  Lieutenant  de  Vaifleau,  taken,  ditto.  —  Polacre,  16-  fix. 
pounders,  taken.  —  Some  empty  brigs  lying  at  the  wharfs,  with  other 
fmall.veflels,.  were  alfo  taken,  with  four  armed  galleys. 

M.    ARBUTHNOT. 


jiH'rcks  (g.)  of  Capitulation^  agreed  oti  betwee%  Captain  Charles  Hitdfon, 
.    commander  of  His  Majejlys  pip  the  Richmond,  and  Lieutenant-colonel 

Scott  y  commandant  effort  Moultrie,  on  the  fur  render  of  that  fort  and  its 

dependencies^  May  7,   1780,. 

Art.  I.  THAT  the  troops  in  garrlfon  ffiall  be  allowed  to  march 
out  with  the  ufual  honours  of  war,  and  to  pile  their  arms  outfide  of 
the  g;ate.. 

Art.  II.  That  all  the  officers  in  garrifon,  as  well  continental  as 
militia,  and  the  non-commiffioned  officers  and  privates  of  the  militia, 
fhall  be.  confidered.  as.  prifoners  of  war  at  large  on  their  parole,  until 
exchanged  ;  and  be  allowed,  in  the  mean  time,  to  refide  with  their  fa- 
milies and  friends,  Charles  town  excepted,  as  It  is  at  prefent  under 
fiege. 

2i'  Art, 
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Notes  to  the       Art.  III.     That  the  continental  and  militia  officers  be  permitted  to 
Chapter,     wcar  theu"  fide  arms. 

Art.  IV.  That  the  Haves  and  other  property  of  every  individual  in 
garrifon  be  fecured  to  their  refpedive  owners  :  That  all  fuch  flaves  in 
.garrifon,  belonging  to  perfons  out  of  it,  be  fecured  to  their  refpedive 
owners  in  fuch  manner  as  may  be  agreed  upon  between  Captain  Hud- 
fon  and  the  commandins:  officer  of  the  fort. 


Art.  V.  All  property,  (laves,  &c.  to  be  fecured  to  each  individual 
of  the  garrifon  ;  fuch  as  is  lodged  in  the  fort  for  fecurity  or  otherwife, 
belonging  to  individuals,  not  of  the  garrifon,  to  be  delivered  up. 

Art.  VI.  That  the  fick  have  every  neceffary  accommodation,  and 
all  the  continental  private  foldiers  be  treated  in  a  humane  manner,  and 
not  rlgoroufly  confined  ;  every  humanity  to  be  fhewn  to  both  fick  and 
■well. 

Art.  VIL  The  fort,  artillery,  arms,  ammunition,  and  flores,  of 
all  kinds,  to  be  delivered  up  to  fuch  officers  and  guard  as  Captain  Hud- 
fon  (hall  think  proper  to  fend  for  that  purpofe. 

Art.  VIII.  The  garrifon  to  march  out  of  the  fort,  and  pile  their 
arms  early  in  the  morning,  in  front  of  the  Britifh  forces,  who  will  be 
-drawn  up  before  the  entrance  of  the  fort  on  the  occafion. 

CHARLES    HUDSON. 

WILLIAM     SCOTT, 

Lieut.  Col.   I  ft  reg.  and  commandant 
A  Copy.  of  fort  Moultrie. 


M.  Arbuthnot* 
I 


Fort 
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Fort  Moultrie,  on  Sullivan's  ifland,  May  7,   1780. 

A  return  of  the  gar  r  if  on  of  fort  Moultrie,  made  pr if  oners  of  war  by  a  hri-  Notes  to  the 
gade  of  fe amen  and  marines  ^  commanded  by  Captains  Hudfon^  Gambiery     Chapter. 
and  Knowles,  of  the  royal  navy. 

Continental  commlffioiied  officers.  —  Lieutenant  colonel,  i  j 
Captains,  3;  Lieutenants,  4;  Non-commiflioned  and  privates,   110. 

IVIiLiTiA. —  Captains,  2;  Lieutenants,  7;  Non-commiffioned  and 
privates,  91. 

(Signed)  CHA.     HUDSON. 

A  return  of  ordnance  and  other  fi ores  talien  on  fort  Moultrie,  on  Sullivan  s 
ijland,  by  the  naval  brigade.  May  yth,   1780. 

IRON     ORDNANCE. 

Twenty-four  pounders,  9  ;  eighteen  pounders,  7  ;  twelve  pounders, 
10;  nine  pounders,  9;  fix  pounders,  2;  four  pounders,  4;  mortar  of 
ten  inches,   i.     Total  of  iron  ordnance,  41. 

ROUND     SHOT, 

Twenty-four  pounders,  539  ;  eighteen  pounders,  613  ;  twelve  poun- 
ders, 690;  nine  pounders,  1334;  fix  pounders,  264;  four  pounders, 
369.     Total,  3809. 

BAR    SHOT. 

Twenty-four  pounders,  50  ;  eighteen  pounders,  47  ;  twelve  poun- 
ders, 42;  nine  pounders,  9.     Total  of  bar  fhot,  148. 

GRAPE 
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GRAPE    SHOT. 

Notes  to  the       Twenty-four  pounders,  82;  eighteen  pounders,  50;  twelve  pouft^ 

Fiill 

Chaptei-.    ders,  42  ;  nine  pounders,  50.     Total  of  grape  (hot,  224, 

CANNISTER    SHOT. 

Twelve  pounders,  13;  nine  pounders,  56;  fix  pounders,  30  ;  four 
pounders,  34.     Total  of  cannifter  fliot,   133. 

Ten-inch  (hells,  120;  fix-inch  (hells,  32;  lint  flocks,  54;  barrels 
of  powder,  46;  worms,  ladles,  and  fponges,  193;  lanthorns,  10; 
handfpikes,  256  ;  flannel  cartridges  for  field  pieces,  98  ;  mufquet  car- 
tridges, 6032  ;  beds  fpare,  35  ;  coins  fpare,  39  ;  ftand  of  arms,  520  ; 
cartridges  filled,  2706;  blank  cartridges,  1994;  portfires,  250;  (pare 
fufes,  300;  hand  granadoes,  120;  bits  and  prickers,  80  ;  reams  of 
paper,  2;  tubes  fpare,  .100;  fpare  gun  carriages,  9;  barrels  of  tur- 
pentine, 40  ;  3  waggons  ;  i  fling  cart  for  great  guns  ;  i  gin  ;  i  ditto 
fall  and -flings.;   i  water  engine  ;  3  coils  of  rope,  (four  inches.) 

(Signed)  CHA.    HUDSON. 

A  Copy. 

M.  Arbuthnot. 


(N  O  T  E       G.  ) 

'Supplement  to  the  Londoji  Gazette  Extraordinary. 

'Copy  of  the  fumnwns  fent  to  Major-general  Lincoln,  the   loth  of  j^pril^ 

1780. 

Camp  before  Charles  town,  April  to,  1780-. 
"SI-R  (a.)  Henry  Clinton,  K.  B.  general  and  commander  in  chief  of 
His  Majefty's  forces  in  the  colonies  Ij'ing  o?i  the  Atlantic,  from  Nova 

Scotiai 
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Scotia,  &c.  &c.  and  Vice-admiral  Arbuthnot,  commander  in  chief  of  Notes  to  the 
His  Majefty's  fhips,  &c.  in  North  America,  &c.  &c.  regretting  the     Chapter. 
efFufion  of  blood,  and  the  diflreffes  which  muft  now  commence,  deem 
it  confonant  to  humanity  to  warn  the  town  and  garrifon  of  Charles 
town  of  the  havock  and  defolation  with  which  they  are  threatened 
from  the  formidable  force  furrounding  them  by  land  and  fea.     An  al-  • 
ternative  is  offered  at  this  hour  to  the  inhabitants  of  faving  their  lives 
and  property,  (contained  in  the  town)  or  of  abiding  by  the  fatal  confe- 
quences  of  a  cannonade  and  ftorm. 

Should  the  place  in  a  fallacious  fecurity,  or  its  commander  in  a 
wanton  indifference  to  the  fate  of  its  inhabitants,  delay  the  furrender, 
or  fliould  public  ftores  or  (hipping  be  deflroyed,  the  refentment  of  an 
exafperated  foldiery  may  intervene ;  but  the  fame  mild  and  compaf- 
fionate  offer  can  never  be  renewed. 

The  refpedlive  commanders,  who  hereby  fummon  the  town,  do  not 
apprehend  fo  rafh  a  part  as  farther  refinance  will  be  taken  ;  but  rather 
that  the  gates  will  he  opened,  and  themfelves  received  with  a  degree 
of  confidence  which  will  forbode  farther  reconciliation. 

(Signed)  H.     CLINTON. 

M.    ARBUTHNOT. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  Major-general  Lincoln  to  General  Sir  Henry  Clinton 
and  Vice-admiral  Arbuthnot^  dated  Charles  town^  April  lo,   1780. 

Gentlemen, 
(b.)   I  HAVE  received  your  fummons  of  this  date.     Sixty  days 
have  paffed  fince  it  has  been  known  that  your  intentions  againfl  this 

I  town 
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.Notes  to  the  town  Were  hoftlle,  ia  which  tune  has  been  afforded  to  abandon  it ;  but 
Chapter,    duty  and  inclination  point  to  the  propriety  of  fupporting  it  to  the  laft 
extremity. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  B.     LINCOLN, 

Commanding   in  the  fouth 
department. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  Major-general  Lincoln,  dated 
camp  before  Charles  town,  May  8,   1780. 

SIR, 
CIRCUMSTANCED  as  I  now  am  with  refpeO:  to  the  place  In- 
vefted,  humanity  only  can  induce  me  to  lay  within  your  reach  the 
terms  I  had  determined  fliould  not  again  be  pix)ffered. 

The  fall  effort  Sullivan,  the  deftrudion  on  the  6th  inftant  of  what 
remained  of  your  cavalry,  the  critical  period  to  which  our  approaches 
againll  the  town  have  brought  us,  mark  this  as  the  term  of  your  hopes 
of  fuccour,  (could  you  ever  have  framed  any)  and  as  an  hour  beyond 
which  refiftance  is  temerity. 

By  this  laft  fummons,  therefore,  I  throw  to  your  charge  whatever 
vindi£live  feverity.  exafperated  foldiers  may  inflid  on  the  unhappy  peo- 
ple whom  you  devote,  by  perfevering  in  a  fruitlefs  defence. 

I  SHALL  expeft  your  anfwer  until  eight  o'clock,  when  hoftilitles  will 
commence  again,  unlefs  the  town  be  furrendered. 

I- have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  H.    CLINTON. 

In 
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(c.)  In  confequence  of  this  letter,  articles  of  capitulation  were  pro- Notes  to  the 
pofed  by  Major-general  Lincoln,  and  anfwered  by  their  Excellencies  Chapter. 
General  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  Knight  of  the  Bath,  and  Vice-admiral 
Arbuthnot ;  which  anfwers  being  deemed  by  General  Lincoln  to  be  in- 
dmiffible,  he  propofed  that  other  articles,  which  he  then  fent,  might 
be  acceded  to.  Thofe  articles  were  rejefted  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton  and 
Vice-admiral  Arbuthnot ;  and  on  the  nth  of  May  Major-general  Lin- 
coln wrote  the  following  letter  : 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Major-general  Lincoln,   to  General  Sir  Henry  Clint  on  ^ 
dated  Charles  towny  May  ii,   1780. 

SIR, 

THE  fame  motives  of  humanity  which  inclined  you  to  propofe  ar- 
ticles of  capitulation  to  this  garrifon,  induced  me  to  offer  thofe  I  had 
the  honour  of  fending  you  on  the  8th  inflant.  They  then  appeared 
to  me  fuch  as  I  might  profter,  and  you  receive,  with  honour  to  both 
parties.  Your  exceptions  to  them,  as  they  principally  concerned  the 
militia  and  citizens,  I  then  conceived  were  fuch  as  could  not  be  .con- 
curred with  ;  but  a  (d.)  recent  application  from  thofe  people,  wherein 
they  exprefs  a  willingnefs  to  comply  with  them,  and  a  wifh  on  my  part 
to  lefTen  as  much  as  may  be  the  diftreffes  of  war  to  individuals,  lead 
me  now  to  offer  you  iny  acceptance  of  them. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  B.     LINCOLN. 

His  Excellency  Sir  Henry  Clinton. 


I  2  Copy 
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Notes  to  the  Copy  of  a  letter  from  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  Major-general  Lincoln,  dated 
Chapter.  camp  before  Charles  town,  May  11,   1780. 

SIR, 

WHEN  you  rejedled  the  favourable  terms  which  were  di(5tated  by 
an  earnefl  deiire  to  prevent  the  efFufion  of  blood,  and  interpofed  articles 
that  were  wholly  inadmiflible,  both  the  admiral  and  myfelf  were  of 
opuiion  that  the  furrender  of  the  town  at  difcretion  was  the  only  con- 
dition that  fhould  afterwards  be  attended  to  ;  but  as  the  motives  which 
then  induced  them  are  ftill  prevalent,  1  now  mform  you  that  the  terms 
then  offered  will  flill  be  granted. 

A  COPY  of  the  articles  fhali  be  fent  for  your  ratification  as  fooii  as 
they  can  be  prepared  ;  and  immediately  after  they  are  exchanged,  a 
detachment  of  grenadiers  will  be  fent  to  take  pofleffion  of  the  horn, 
work  oppofite  your  main  gate.  Every  arrangement  which  may  con- 
duce to  good  order  in  occupying  the  town,  fliall  be  fettled  before  noon 
to-morrow,  and  at  that  time  your  garrifon  will  march  out.. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  H.    CLINTON. 

Major-general  Lincoln-. 


SOUTH 
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SOUTH      CAROLINA. 


Articles  of  capitulation  between  their  Excellencies  Sir  Henry  Qinton,  Knight  Notes  to  the 
of  the  Bath,  general  and  commander  in  chief  of  His  Majefys  forces  in  Chapter. 
the  fever al  provinces  and  colonies  on  the  Atlantic,  from  Nova  Scotia  to 
Weji  Florida  inclufwe,  Mariot  Arbuthnot,  Efq.  Vice-admiral  of  the 
Blue,  and  commander  in  chief  of  all  His  Majefys  flips  Mid  vejj'els  in 
North  America,  and  Major-general  Benjamin  Lincoln,  commanding  in 
chief  in  the  town  and  harbour  of  Charles  town. 

Art.  r.  THAT  all  a6ls  of  hoflility  and  work  fliall  ceafe  between 
the  befiegers  and  the  befieged,  until  the  articles  of  capitulation  fhall  be 
agreed  on,  ligned,  and  executed,  or  colledtively  reje6led. 

Answer.  All  a6ls  of  hoflility  and  work  fhall  ceafe,  until  the  ar- 
ticles of  capitulation  are  finally  agreed  to  or  rejeiTled.. 

Art.  II.  The  town  and  fortifications  fliatl  be  furrendered  to  the 
commander  in  chief  of  theBritifh  forces,  fueh  as  they  now  fland. 

Answer.  The  town  and  fortifications,  with  the  fliipping  at  the 
wharfs,  artillery,  and  all  other  public  flores  whatfoever,  fhall  be  fur- 
rendered  in  their  prefent  flate  to  the  commanders  of  the  invefling 
forces  ;  proper  officers  fhall  attend  from  the  refpetSlive  departments  to 
receive,  them. . 

Art.  III.  The  (f.)  contlnentar  troops  and  failors,  with  their  bag- 
gage, fhall  be  conduced  to  a  place  to  be  agreed  on,  where  they  fliall  re- 
main prifoners  of  war  until  exchanged.  While  prifoners,  they  fhall  be 
fupplied  with  good  and  whoiefome  provifions  in  fuch  quantity  as  is 
ferved  out  to  the  troops  of  His  Britannic  Majefly. 

Answer.     Granted. 

2  Aa-T»- 
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Notes  to  tiie       Art.  IV.     The  militia  now  in  garrifoa  fhall  be  permitted  to  return 

Firrt  .  . 

Chapter,    to  their  refpeftlve  homes,  and  be  fecured  in  their  perfons  and  property. 
Answer.     The  militia  (g.)  now  In  garrifon  fhall  be  permitted  to  re- 
turn to  their  refpedive  homes  as  prlfoners  ou  parole  ;  which  parole,  as 
long  as  they  obferve,  fliall  fecure  them  from  being  mplefted  in  their 
property  by  the  Britifli  troops. 

Art.  V.     The  fick  and  wounded  fhall  be  continued  under  the  care 
•  of  their  own  furgeons,  and  be  fupplied  with  medicines  and  fuch  necef- 
lliries  as  are  allowed  to  the  Britifh  hofpitals. 
Answer.     Granted. 


Art.  VL  The  officers  of  the  army  and  navy  fliall  keep  their 
horfcs,  fwords,  piftols,  and  baggage,  which  fhall  not  be  fearched,  and 
retain  their  feivants. 

Answer.  Granted,  (1.)  except  with  refpe6t  to  the  horfes,  which 
will  not  be  allowed  to  go  out  of  the  town,  but  may  be  difpofed  of  by 
a  perfon  left  from  each  corps  for  that  purpofe. 

Art.  VII.  The  garrifon  fhall,  at  an  hour  appointed,  march  out 
-with  fliouldered  arms,  drums  beating,  and  colours  flying,  to  a  place 
to  be  agreed  on,  where  they  will  pile  their  arms. 

Answer.  The  whole  (e.)  garrifon  fhall,  at  an  hour  to  be  appointed, 
march  out  of  the  town  to  the  ground  between  the  works  of  the  place 
and  the  canal,  where  they  will  depofit  their  arms.  The  drums  are 
not  to  beat  a  Britifh  march,  or  colours  to  be  uncafed. 

Art.  VIII.  That  the  French  conful,  his  houfe,  papers,  and  other 
moveable  property,  fhall  be  protefled  and  vmtouched,  and  a  proper' 
time  granted  to  him  for  retiring  to  any  place  that  may  afterwards  be 

agreed 
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agreed  upon  between  him  and  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  British  Notes  to  the 

_  Fii-ft 

forces.  Chapter. 

Answer.  Agreed,  with  this  reflridion,  that  he  is  to  confider  him- 
felf  as  a  prifoner  on  parole. 

Art.  IX.  That  the  citizens  fhall  be  protefted  in  their  perfons 
and  properties. 

Answer.  All  civil  officers,  (h.)  and  the  citizens  who  have  borne 
arms  during  the  fiege,  muft  be  prifoners  on  parole  ;  and  with  I'efpedt 
to  their  property  in  the  city,  (hall  have  the  fame  terms  as  are  granted 
to  the  militia  ;  and  all  other  perfons  now  in  the  town,  not  to  be  de- 
fcribed  in  this  or  other  article,  are  notwithftanding  underftood  to  be 
prifoners  on  parole. 

Art.  X.  That  a  twelvemonth's  time  be  allowed  all  fuch  as  do 
not  chufe  to  continue  under  the  Britifh  government  to  difpofe  of  their 
effects,  real  and  perfonal,  in  the  ftate,  without  any  moleftation  what- 
ever ;  or  to  remove  fuch  part  thereof  as  they  chufe,  as  well  as  them- 
felves  and  families  ;  and  that,  during  that  time,  they  or  any  of  them 
may  have  it  at  their  option  to  refide  occafionally  in  town  or  country. 

Answer.     The  difcuffion  of  this  article  of  courfe  cannot  poffibly 
be  entered  into  at  prefent. 
t 

Art.  XI.  That  the  fame  protedlion  to  their  perfons  and  proper- 
ties, and  the  fame  time  for  the  removal  of  their  effects,  be  given  to 
the  fubjefts  of  France  and  Spain,  as  are  required  for  the  citizens  in 
the  preceding  article. 

Answer.  The  fubjefts  of  France  and  Spain  fhall  have  the  fame 
terms  as  are  granted  to  the  French  conful. 

2S  Art, 
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Notes  to  the       Art.  XII.     That  a  veffel  be  permitted  to  go  to  Philadelphia  with 
Chapter,     the  general's  difpatches,  which  are  not  to  be  opened. 

Answer.  Granted,  (k.)  and  a  proper  veffel  with  a  flag  will  be 
provided  for  that  purpofe. 

All  public  papers  and  records  rnuft  be  carefully  preferved,  and 
faithfully  delivered  to  fuch  perfons  as  fhall  be  appointed  to  receive 
.them. 

Done  in  Charles  town,  May  12,   1780. 

B.    L  I  N  C  O  L  N. 


Done  in  camp  before  Charles  town.   May  12,  1780. 

(Signed)  H.     CLINTON. 

M.    ARBUTHNOT. 


Sotal  cf  the  rebel  forces  commanded  by  Major-general  Uncoln.  at  the  fur' 
render  of  Charles  town.  May  12,  1780,  now  pr If  oners  of  war. 

TWO  major  generals,  5  brigadier  generals,  3  majors  of  brigade, 
,16  colonels,  9  lieutenant  colonels,  41  cornets  or  enfigns,  i  paymafter, 
7  adjutants,  6  quarter  inafters,  18  furgeons^  6  mates,  322  ferjeants, 
137  drummers,  4710  rank  and  file. 

The  above  is  a  copy  of  a  return  figned  by  the  Britifii  commiflary  of 
jirifoners. 

JOHN      ANDRK, 

Deputy  adjutant  general 


Ueiurn 


SOUTHERN     PROVINCES     OF     NORTH     AMERICA.  6^ 


Return  of  ordnance,  (b.)   arms,  and  ammunition  in  Charles  town,  when  Notes  to  the 

Firft 

Jiirrendered  to  His  Excellency  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  Knight  of  the  Bath,     Chaptej-. 
commander  in  chief  of  His  Majejly's  forces,  Cs'c.  May  14,   1780. 

Ordnance  mounted  on  carriages  and  beds,  withjide  arms,  &c. 

BRASS      GUNS. 
One  fix  pounder,   1 7  four  ditto,  3  three  ditto. 

BRASSMORTARS. 

One  ten  inch,  i  nine  inch  three  quarters,  1  feven  inch  one  quarter, 
3  five  inch  and  half,  3  four  inch  and  half,   i  eight-inch  brafs  howitzer. 

IRON      GUNS. 

Twelve  twenty-fix  pounders,  iz  twenty-four  ditto,  29  eighteen 
ditto,  79  twelve  ditto,  70  nine  ditto,  27  fix  ditto,  44  four  ditto,  6 
three-half-pound  fwivels,  2  carronades,  3  four  pounders. 

SHOT,    ROUND    LOOSE. 

Forty  twenty-fix  pounders,  626  twenty-four  ditto,  121 9  eighteen 
ditto,  3120  twelve  ditto,  2089  nine  ditto,  500  fix  ditto,  700  four  ditto, 
100  three  ditto. 

CASE    FIXED    WITH    POWDER. 

Three  thoufand  two  hundred  and  thirty-fix  four  pounders,  108  three 
ditto,  420  two  ditto. 

!K  SHELLS, 
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SHELLS,      EMPTY. 

Notes  to  die       Ninety  ten  inch,  96  nine  ditto  three  quarters,   150  eight  ditto,  30 
Chapter,    fevcu  ditto  three  quarters,  40  fix  ditto  three  quarters,  26  five  ditto  and 
half,   100  four  ditto  and  half,   212  hand  granadoes,  fixed. 


SHOT,    GRAPE    AND    CASE,    UNFIXED. 

Fifteen  twenty-four  pounders,  96  eighteen  ditto,  256  twelve  ditto, 
897  nine  ditto,  214  four  ditto  ;  mufquet  (hot,  2  cwt. 

DOUBLE     HEADED. 

Eighty-fix  eighteen  pounders,  209  twelve  ditto,  40  four  ditto;  55. 
fponges,  with  flaves  and  ramnaer  heads,  of  forts ;  209  ladles,  with, 
flaves,  &c.,  of  forts  ;  2 1  wadhooks,  with  flaves, 

HANDSPIKES. 

One  hundred  and  twenty-nine  common,  41  iron-crow  leavers,  80 
fpikes,  with  flaves. 

CARTRIDGES,    FLANNEL,    FILLED.- 
Two  hundred  and  twenty  nine-pounders,  8  four  pounders,. 


DITTO,    PAPER,    FILLED.. 

One  hundred  and  fixty-three  twenty-four  pounders,  422  eighteen, 
ditto,  455  twelve  ditto,  671  nine  ditto,  20  four  ditto,  100  three  ditto, 
25,550  mufquet  cartridges  filled  v^^ith  ball,  7796  carabine  ditto,  2  car- 
riages, fpare  four  pounders,  71  cutlaffes  ;  3  gun  triangles,,  with  blocks 

complete ; 
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complete;    14  lanterns,  common;    match  flow,  2  cwt. ;    2>1^  barrels  Notes  to  the 
of  powder,  corned  ;    37  powder  horns.  Chapter. 

PAPER    CARTRIDGES,    EMPTY. 

Two  hundred  and  twenty  twenty-four  pounders,  941  eighteen  ditto, 
800  twelve  ditto,  990  nine  ditto,  400  iix  ditto,  6  dozen  port  fires, 
270  tin  tubes  filled,  6000  ditto  empty. 

FRENCH  MUSQ.UETS. 

Eight  hundred  and  forty-feven  in  ftore,  4569  delivered  at  the  abbatis, 
15  ftands  of  regimental  colours. 

OS"  Large  quantities  of  mufquet  cartridges,  arms,  and  other  fmall 
articles,  not  included  in  the  above  return  :  The  fcattered  fituation  of 
the  different  flores  not  admitting  of  collefting  them  in  fo  ftiort  a  time. 
A  more  exaft  account  will  be  given  as  foon  as  poflible. 

ABSTRACT    OF    ORDNANCE. 

Brafs  guns,  21  ;  mortars,  9  ;  howitzers,  i  ;  iron  guns,  280.  To- 
tal, 311.  Befides  the  ordnance  taken  in  fort  Moultrie,  Lampries, 
mount  Pleafant,  and  on  board  the  veflels,  amounting  in  the  whole  to 
eighty  or  ninety  pieces  ;  and  one  ten-inch  mortar. 

(Signed)  PETER    TRAILLE, 

Major,  commanding  in  the  royal 
artillery. 


Kz  (NOTE 
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(NOTE      I. ) 

London  Ga%eUe, 

Notes  to  the  Copy  of  a  letter  from  General  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  K.  B.  to  Lord  George 
Chapter.        Germain,  dated  Head  garters,  Charles  town^  South  Carolina,  June  5, 
1780. 

My  Lord, 
THAVE  the  honour  to  enclofe,  for  your  lordfhip's  information, 
the  copies  of  two  proclamations  I  have  found  it  neceffary  to  iflue  as 
commander  In  chief,  and  the  copy  of  a  handbill  which  has  been  circu- 
lated amongfl  the  inhabitaats,  and  appears  to  have  had  a  very  good 
efFeft.. 

I  tave  the  honour  to  be,   &e, 

H,    CLINTON. 

Handbill  ijfued  after  the  furrender  of  Charles  towun. 

WHEN  the  royal  army  arrived  in  South  Carolina,  the  commander 
in  chief  avoided,  as  much  as  poffible,  every  meafure  which  might  ex- 
cite the  loyal  inhabitants  to  rife  in  favour  of  government,  and  thus 
bring  danger  and  trouble  upon  themfelves,  at  a  time  when  the  King's 
army,  being  employed  in  the  reduction  of  Charles  town,  could  not. 
alfift  or  fecond  their  ftruggtes;. 

The  blood  of  the  loyalifts  that  Had  been  unhappily  fhed,  and  the 

fcverities  which  had  been  inflided  on  them  by  the  rebels,  in  confe-^ 

quence  of  the  former  fpirited  but  ill-timed  infurredlions  of  the  King's^ 

mimerous  friends  on  the  back  of  both  Carolinas,  had  already  occafioned. 

J.  too, 
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too  much  grief  and  regret  to  His  Majefty,  and  the  fellow  fubjefts  in  Notes tothe 
Europe,  for  him  wantonly  to  bring  again  into  hazard  the  lives  and  hap-   Chapter, 
pinefs  of  men  who  deferve  fo  well  of  their  country. 

But  Charles  town,  with  its  harbour,  and  fort  Moultrie,  being  now 
reduced,  and  their  garrifons,  to  the  amount  of  fix  thoufand  men,  with 
all  their  arms,  ftores,  artillery,  and  fliips  of  war,  being  in  poffeffiou 
of  His  Majefty's  forces,  the  time  is  come  when  it  is  equally  the  intereft 
and  duty  of  every  good  man  to  be  in  readinefs  to  join  the  King's  troops, 
and  affift  them  in  eftablifhing  juftice  and  liberty,  and  in  rellorin"-  and 
fecuring  their  own  property,  whenever  they  fhall  march  to  fupport 
them  againft  the  fmall  rebel  parties  that  ftill  linger  at  a  diftance  in  the 
province. 

After  fo  much  diforder,  violence,  and  oppreffion,  the  helping  hand 
of  every  man  (a.)  is  wanted  to  re-eftablifli  peace  and  good  government! 
and  as  the  commander  in  chief  wifhed  not  to  draw  the  King's  friends 
into  danger,  when  any  doubt  could  remain  of  their  fuccefs  ;  fo  now 
that  that  is  certain,  he  trufts  that  one  and  all  will  heartily  join,  and, 
by  a  general  concurrence,  give  efFe6l  to  fuch  neceffary  meafures  for 
that  purpofe,  as,  from  time  to  time,  may  be  pointed  out  to  them. 
And  they  may  reft  aflured  that  every  means  will  be  ufed  to  avoid  giving 
them  any  trouble  but  what  is  neceffary  to  fecure  to  them  peace,  liberty, 
and  profperity. 

In  ordbv  to  attain  thefe  happy  ends,  it  is  the  duty  of  all  men,  who' 
wifh  well  to  themfelves  and  their  country,  to  be  ready  at  a  moment, , 
with  their  arms,  to  regain  their  juft  rights,  and  fupport  the  free  con-- 
ftitution  of  their  forefathers,  under  which  we  all  incieafed  and  prof^- 
jgered. 

THOSEk- 
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Notes  to  the  Those  vvho  have  families  will  form  a  militia  to  remain  at  home. 
Chapter,  and  occafionally  to  aflemble  in  their  own  diftrifts,  when  required,  un- 
der officers  of  their  own  chufing,  for  the  maintenance  of  peace  and . 
good  order.  Thofe  who  have  no  families,  and  can  conveniently  be 
fpared  for  a  time,  it  is  hoped  will  chearfully  aflift  His  Majefty's 
troops  in  driving  their  rebel  oppreflbrs,  and  all  the  mlferles  of  war, 
far  from  the  province. 

For  this  purpofe  it  is  necelTary  that  the  young  men  be  ready  to 
aflemble  when  required,  and  ferve  with  the  King's  troops  for  any  lix 
months  of  the  enfuing  twelve  that  may  be  found  requifite,  under  pro- 
per regulations.  They  may  chufe  officers  to  each  company  to  com- 
mand them,  and  will  be  allowed,  when  on  fervlce,  pay,  ammunition, 
and  provifions,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  King's  troops.  When  they 
join  the  army,  each  man  will  be  furniffied  with  a  certificate,  declaring 
that  he  is  only  engaged  to  ferve  as  a  militia  man  for  the  time  fpecified  ; 
that  he  is  not  to  be  marched  beyond  North  Carolina  and  Georgia; 
and  that  when  the  time  is  out,  he  is  freed  from  all  claims  whatever  of 
military  fervice,  except  the  common  and  ufual  militia  duty  where  he 
lives, 

He  will  then  have  paid  his  debt  to  his  country,  and  be  entitled  to 
enjoy,  undifturbed,  that  peace,  liberty,  and  property,  at  home,  which 
he  had  contributed  to  fecurc. 


SOUTH 
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SOUTH      CAROLINA. 

By  His  Excellency  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  Knight  of  the  mojl  honour  able  order  Notes  to  the 
of  the  Bath,  general  and  commander  in  chief  of  all  His  Majejlys  forces    Chapter.. 
within  the  colonies  lying  on  the  Atlantic  ocean,  from  Nova  Seotia  to 
IVeJl  Florida  inclufve. 

F  R  O  C  L  A  M  A  T  I  O  N. 

WHEREAS,  notwithftanding  the  gracious  offers  which  have  been 
made  to  receive  to  His  Majefty's  peace  and  protedJion,  with  pardon, 
and  oblivion  for  their  pafl:  offences,  all  thofe  his  deluded  and  infatuated 
fubjefts,  who  ihould.  return  to  their  duty,  and  a  due  obedience  to  the 
laws,  yet  there  are  fome  wicked  and  defperate  men,  who,  regardlefs 
of  the  ruin  and  miiery  in  which  the  country  will  be  involved,  are 
ftill  endeavouring  to  fupport  the  flame  of  rebellion,  and,  under  pre- 
tence of  authority  derived  from  the  late  ufurped  legiflatures,  are  at- 
tempting, by  enormous  fines,  grievous  imprifonments,  and  fangui- 
iiary  punishments,  to  compel  His  Majefty's  faithful  and  unwilling 
fubjefls  to  take  up  arms  againft  his  authority  and  government ;  and  it 
is  therefore  become  neceffary,  as  well  for  the  protedlion  of  the  loyal. 
fubje£ts,  as  to  procure  the  eftablifhment  of  peace  and  good  govern- 
ment in  the  country,  to  prevent,  by  the  terror  of  example,  fuch 
enormous  offences  being  committed  in  future  :  I  have  therefore 
thought  fit  to  iffue  this  my  proclamation,  to  declare,  (b.)  that  if  any 
perfon  (hall  hereafter  appear  in  arms,  in  order  to  prevent  the  eflablifh^ 
ment  of  His  Majefly's  government  in  this  country,  or  fhall,  under 
any  pretence  or  authority  whatfoever,  attempt  to  compel  any  other 
perfon  or  perfons  to  do  fo,  or  who  fliall  hinder  or  intimidate,  or  at- 
tempt to  hinder  or  intimidate,  the  King's  faithful  and  loyal  fubjedls 
3  -  .  from 
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Notes  to  the  .from  joining  his  forces,  or  otherwife  performing  thofe  duties  their 
Chapter,  allegiance  requires,  fuch  perfon-or  perfons  fo  offending  fhall  be  treated 
with  that  feverity  fo  criminal  and  hardened  an  obfliiiacy  will  deferve, 
and  his  or  their  eftates  will  be  immediately  feized,  in  order  to  be  con- 
ififcated.  And  for  the  encouragement  of  the  King's  faithful  and 
peaceable  fubje£ls,  I  do  again  aflure  them,  that  they  fliall  meet  with 
effedual  countenance,  proteftlon,  and  fupport ;  and  whenever  the 
fituation  of  the  country  will  permit  of  the  refloration  of  civil  govern- 
ment and  peace,  they  will,  by  the  commiffioners  appointed  by  His 
Majefty  for  that  purpofe,  be  reftored  to  the  full  poffeffion  of  that 
liberty  in  their  perfons  and  property  which  they  had  before  expe- 
rienced under  the  British  government.  And  that  fo  defirable  an  event 
may  be  the  more  fpeedily  accomplifhed,  I  do  hereby,  in  His  Majefty's 
name,  require  and  command  all  perfons  whatfoever  to  be  aiding  and 
aflifting  to  his  forces,  whenever  they  fhall  be  required,  in  order  to  ex- 
tirpate the  rebellion,  and  thereby  reftore  peace  and  profperity  to  this, 
at  prefent,  defolated  and  diftradled  country. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  head  quarters  in  Charles  town,   the  22d 
day  of  May,   1780. 

(Signed)  H.     CLINTON.. 

By  his  excellency's  command, 

(Signed)  Nathaniel  Philips, 

;  Affifting  fecretary. 


(COPY.) 
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(COPY.) 

SOUTHCAROLINA. 

By  His  Excellency  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  Knight  of  the  mojl  honourable  order  Notes  to  the 
of  the  Bath,  general  and  commander  in  chief  of  all  His  Majefy^s  forces   Chapter. 
•within  the  colonies  lying  on  the  Atlantic  ocean,  from  Nova  Scotia  to 
Wejl  Florida  inclufve,  (ic,  &c.  &c. 

PROCLAMATION. 

WHEREAS  after  the  arrival  of  His  Majefty's  forces  under  my 
command  in  this  province,  in  February  laft,  numbers  of  perfons  were 
made  prifoners  by  the  army,  or  voluntarily  furrendered  themfelves  as 
fuch,  and  fuch  perfons  were  afterwards  difmifled  on  their  refpedtive 
paroles  ;  and  whereas  fince  the  furrender  of  Charles  town,  and  the  de- 
feats and  difperfion  of  the  rebel  forces,  it  is  become  unnecellary  that 
fuch  paroles  fhould  be  any  longer  obferved  ;  and  proper  that  all  per- 
fons (hould  take  an  a£live  part  in  fettling  and  fecuring  His  Majefty's 
government,  and  delivering  the  country  from  that  anarchy  which  for 
lome  time  pail  hath  prevailed  ;  I  do  hereby  iflue  this  my  proclama- 
tion, to  declare,  that  all  the  Inhabitants  of  this  province,  who  are  now 
prifoners  upon  parole,  and  were  not  in  the  military  line,  (thofe  who 
were  in  fort  Moultrie  and  Charles  town  at  the  times  of  their  capitula- 
tion and  furrender,  or  were  then  in  aftual  confinement  excepted)  that 
from  and  after  the  twentieth  day  of  June  inftant,  they  are  freed  and 
exempted  from  all  fuch  paroles,  and  may  hold  themfelves  as  reftored 
to  all  the  rights  and  duties  belonging  to  citizens  and  inhabitants. 

And  all  perfons  under  the  defcriptlon  before  mentioned,  who  (hall 
afterwards  negled  to  return  to  their  allegiance,  and  to  His  Majefty's 

L  government, 
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Notes  to  the  ffovemmetit,  will  be  conlidered  as  enemies  and  rebels  to  the  fame,  and- 
Chapter,     treated  accordingly. 

Given  under  my  hadd,  at  head  quarters  in  Charles  town,  the  ^d 
day  of  June,  1 780,  and  in  the  twentieth  year  of  His  Majefty's  reign, 

(Signed)  H.     CLINTON. 

By  his  excellency's  command, 

(Signed)  Peter  Russel, 

Affifting  fecretary. 


SOUTH      CAROLINA. 

By  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  Knight  of  the  Bath.,  general  of  His  Majejly' s  forces^ 
and  Mariot  Arbiithnot,  Efquire,  vice  admiral  of  the  blue.  His  Majejlfs 
commijjioners  to  refiore  peace  and  good  government  in  the  fever al  colonies 
in  rebellion  in  North  America. 

PROCLAMATION. 

HIS  Majefty  having  been  pleafed  by  his  letters  patent,,  under  the 
great  feal  of  Great  Britain,  to  appoint  us  to  be  his  commiffioners,  to 
reftore  the  bleffings  of  peace  and  liberty  to  the  feveral  colonies  in  re- 
bellion in  America,  we  do  hereby  make  public  his  inoft  gracious  in- 
tentions, and  in  obedience  to  his  commands,  do  declare  to  fuch  of  his 
deluded  fubje£ls  as  have  been  perverted  from  their  duty  by  the  factious 
arts  of  felf-interefted  and  ambitious  men,  that  they  will  be  received 
with  mercy  and  forgivenefs,  if  they  immediately  return  to  their  alle- 
giance, and  a  due  obedience  to  thofe  laws  and  that  government  which 
they  formerly  boafted  was  their  befl  birthright  and  nobleft  inheri- 
3  tanee  ; 
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lance  ;  and  upon  a  due  experience  of  the  fincerity  of  their  profeffions,  Notes  to  the 

Fiift 

a   full  and  free  pardon  will  be  granted  for  the  treafonable  offences    Chapter. 
which  they  have  heretofore  committed,  in  fuch  manner  and  form  as 
His  Majefty's  commilfion  doth  diredt. 

Nevertheless  it  is  only  to  thofe,  who,  convinced  of  their  errors, 
are  firmly  refolved  to  return  to  and  fupport  that  government  under 
which  they  were  formerly  fo  happy  and  free,  that  thefe  gracious  offers 
are  once  more  renewed  ;  and  therefore  thofe  perfons  are  excepted, 
who,  notwithftanding  their  prefent  hopelefs  fituation,  and  regardlefs 
of  the  accumulating  prefliire  of  the  miferies  of  the  people,  which  their 
infatuated  condudl  mufl  contribute  to  increafe,  are  neverthelefs  ftill  fo 
hardened  in  their  guilt,  as  to  endeavour  to  keep  alive  the  flame  of  re- 
bellion in  this  province,  which  will  otherwife  foon  be  reinflated  in  its 
former  profperity,  fecurity,  and  peace. 

Nor  can  we  at  prefent  refolve  to  extend  the  royal  clemency  to 
thofe  who  are  polluted  with  the  blood  of  their  fellow  citizens,  mofl: 
wantonly  and  inhumanly  fhed  under  the  mock  forms  of  juftice,  b6- 
caufe  they  refufed  fubmiflion  to  an  ufurpation  which  they  abhorred, 
and  would  not  oppofe  that  government  with  which  they  deemed 
themfelves  infeparably  connected:  And  in  order  to  give  quiet  and 
content  to  the  minds  of  His  Majefly's  faithful  and  well-affe£ted  fub- 
je6ts,  we  do  again  afTure  them,  that  they  Ihall  have  effecStual  counte- 
nance, protedtion,  and  fupport,  and,  as  foon  as  the  fituation  of  the 
province  will  admit,  the  inhabitants  will  be  re-inflated  in  the  pofTef- 
fion  of  all  thofe  rights  and  immunities  which  they  heretofore  enjoyed 
under  a  free  Britifh  government,  exempt  from  taxation,  except  by 
their  own  legiflature  :  And  we  do  hereby  call  upon  all  His  Majefly's 
faithful  lubjeds,  to  be  aiding  with  their  endeavours,  in  order  that  a 

L  2  meafure 
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Notes  tothe  meafure  fo  conducive  to  their  own  happinefs,  and  the  welfare  and 
Firft  ,  ,  rr         »         ^ 

Chapter,     profperlty  of  the  province,  may  be  the  more  fpeedlly  and  eafily  at- 
tained. 


Given  under  our  hands  and  feals,  at  Charles  town,  the  ift  day  of 
June,  in  the  twentieth  year  of  His  Majefty's  reign,  and  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  1780, 

H.    CLINTON, 

M.    ARBUTHNOT. 

By  their  excellencies  command, 

James  Simpson,  Sec 


(NOTE      K. ) 

Extra5l  of  a  letter  from  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  Earl  Cornwallis,  dated 
Charles  town^  May,  17,   1780. 

YOUR  (a.)  lordfhip  has  already  with  you  (in  the  field)  two 
thoufand  five  hundred  and  forty-two  rank  and  file ;  but  if  you  have 
the  leaft  reafon  to  fuppofe  the  enemy  likely  to  be  in  great  number, 
you  fhall  be  reinforced  with  the  42d,  the  light  infantry,  and  any 
other  corps  you  chufe.  As  your  move  is  important,  it  mufl:  not  be 
ftinted.  I  will  give  you  all  you  wifh  of  every  fort.  Let  me  know 
what  it  is  as  foon  as  poffibie.  In  the  mean  time,  I  fhall  order  the 
light  infantry  and  42d  regiment  to  prepare  ;  depending  upon  it,  that 
as  foon  as  you  can  fpare  them,  you  will  return  them  to  me  ;  for  all 
I  opera- 
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operations  to  the  northward  muft  be  cramped  without  them.     If  you  Notes  to  the 
ehufe  to  keep  the  17th  dragoons,  you  are  heartily  welcome  to  them   Chapter. 
during  this  move. 

ExtraSl  of  a  letter  from  Earl  CorfiwalUs  to  Sir  tienry  Clinton,  dated 
Camp  at  Lenew^s,  eajijide  of  S ante e.  May  21,    17  So. 

THE  march  of  the  light  infantry  and  42d  to  Monk's  corner  will 
be  of  ufe  to  thofe  corps,  and  will  help  to  fp read  alarm  through  the 
country ;  but  from  what  1  hear,  I  do  not  believe  that  there  can  be 
any  neceffity  for  detaining  any  part  of  the  firft  embarkation  a  moment 
after  the  Ihips  are  ready  for  tliem. 


(NOTE      L. ) 

Copy  of  a  fummons  fent  by  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  to  Colonel  Buford^ 
dated WacfaivSf  May  29,   1780. 

a^        S  I  R, 

RESISTANCE  being,  vain,  to  prevent  the  effufion  of  human 
.blood,  I  make  offers  which  can  never  be  repeated : — You  (a.)  are  now 
almoft  encompaffed  by  a  corps  of  feven  hundred  light  troops  on  horfe- 
back  ;  half  of  that  number  are  infantry  with  cannon,  the  reft  cavalry  : 
Earl  Cor wallis  is  likewife  within,  a  fhort  march  with  nine  Britifli  bat- 
talions. 

I  WARN  you  of  the  temerity  of  farther  inimical  proceedings,  and  I 
hold  out  the  following  conditions,  which  are  nearly  the  fame  as  were 

accepted 


y8  CAMPAIGNS     OF     1780     AND     1781     IN     THE 

Notsstothe  accepted  by  Charles  town  :  But  if  any  perfons  attempt  to  fly  after  this 
Chapter,     flag  IS  received,  reft  aflured,  that  their  rank  fhall  not  protedt  them,  if 
taken,  from  rigorous  treatment. 

.ift  Art.  All  officers  to  be  "prifoners  of  war,  but  admitted  to 
parole,  and^allowed  to  return  to  their  habitations  till  exchanged. 

2d  Art.  All  continental  foldiers  to  go  to  Lamprie's  point,  or  any 
neighbouring  poft,  to  remain  there  till  exchanged,  and  to  receive  the 
fame  provifions  as  Britifli  foldiers. 

3d  AnT.  All  militia  foldiers  to  be  prifoners  upon  parole  at  their 
■refpeftive  habitations. 

4th  Art.  All  arms,  artillery,  ammunition,  ftores,  provifions,  wag- 
gons, horfes,  &c.  to  be  faithfully  delivered. 

5th  Art.  All  officers  to  be  allowed  their  private  baggage  and 
horfes,  and  to  have  their  fide  arms  returned. 

I  EXPECT  an  anfwer  to  thefe  propofitions  as  foon  as  poffible  ;  If  they 
:are  accepted,  you  will  order  every  perfon  under  your  command  to  pile 
'his  arms  in  one  hour  after  you  receive  the  flag  :  If  you  are  rafli 
•enough  to  reje<St  them,  the  blood  be  upon  your  head. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

(Signed)  BAN.     TARLBTON, 

Lieutenant  colonel,  commandant 

of  the  Britifh  legion. 
ColoRel  Bufordj,  kc,  &C3 

Cof>y 
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Notes  to  the 

Copy  of  Colonel  Buford''s  anfwcr  to  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarletotis  Chapter. 

fummons  to  fur  render, 

Wacfaws,  May  29,  1780. 

SI  R, 

(b.)  I  REJECT  your  propofals,  and  Ihall  defend  myfelf  to  the 

laft  extremity. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  ABR.     BUFORD,     Colonel. 

Lieut.  CoL  Tarleton, 
Comiuanding  Britifli  legion. 


(  N  O  T  E      M.  ) 

luoifdon  Gazette  Extraordinary* 

Whitehall,  July  5,  1780. 
^e  following  letters  from  Sir  Henry  Clinton^  Knight  of  the  Bath,  com- 
mander in  chief  of  His  Majejlys  forces  in  North  America,  to  the  Right 
Hon.  Lord  George  Germain,  one  of  His  Majefy  s  principal  fecretaries  of 
Jlatc,  were  this  day  received  by  Lieutenant-colonel  Bruce,  one  of  Sir 
Henry  ClintorCs  aids-de-camp,  who  arrived  in. the  South-Carolina  packet. 

Head  Quarters,  Charles  town.  South  Carolina, 

June  4,  1780. 
My  Lord, 

I  HAD  the  honour,  in  my  difpatch.  No,  88,  by  the  Earl  of  Lin- 
coln, to  communicate  to  your  lordfhip  the  furrender  of  Charles  town. 
I  am  now  able  to  give  your  lordfhip  a  return  of  the  prifoners  *  taken, 

*  Placed  after  the  public  letter  tranfmitted  by  the  Earl  of  Lincoln. 

amounting^ 
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Notes  to  the  amounting,  as  you  will  obferve,  exclufive  of  near  a  thoufand  failor's  in 
Chapter,     arms,  to  five  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  eighteen  men. 

I  iNfoxMED  (a.)  your  lordfhip,  that  Lieutenant-general  Earl  Corn- 
wallis  was-  to  march  up  the  north  fide  of  the  Santee,  while  another 
corps  moved  up  the  hither  fliore  of  that  river  towards  the  diftridt  of 
Ninety  Six.  Thefe  corps  are  iti  motion,  as  well  as  the  one  up  the 
Savannah  river  in  Georgia. 

The  troops  immediately  under  his  lordfliip's  command  have  preffed 
fo  efFe£lually  upon  a  body  of  the  rebels  which  remained  in  the  pro- 
vince, that  the  earl,  by  detaching  his  corps  of  cavalry,  and  with 
them  the  legion  infantry,  (mounted)  has  completed  the  deflrudiou  of 
every  thing  in  arms  againil:  us  in  this  province. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  headed  this  detachment,  whofe  celerity 
in  performing  a  march  of  near  a  hundred  miles  in  two  days,  was 
equal  to  the  ardour  with  which  they  attacked  the  enemy.  Thefc 
refufing  the  terms  which  were  offered  them,  were  charged  and  de- 
feated, with  the  lofs  of  one  hundred  and  feventy-two  killed,  and  fome 
taken,  together  with  the  remaining  field  artillery  of  the  fouthern 
army,  their  colours,  and  baggage. 

With  the  greateft  pleafure  (f.)  I  farther  report  to  your  lordfhip, 
that  the  inhabitants  from  every  quarter  repair  to  the  detachments  of 
the  army,  and  to  this  garrifon,  to  declare  their  allegiance  to  the  King, 
and  to  offer  their  fervices,  in  arms,  in  fupport  of  his  government. 
In  many  inftances  they  have  brought  prifoners  their  former  oppreflbrs 
or  leaders  ;  and  I  m:y  venture  to  affert,  that  there  are  few  men  in 
South  Carolina  who  are  ziot  either  our  prifoners,  or  in  arras  with  us. 

I   HAVE 
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I  HAVE  alfo  the  fatisfaftion  to  receive  correfponding  accounts,  that  Notes  to  the 
the  loyalifts  in  the  back  parts  of  North  Carolina  are  arming.  I  dare  Chapter, 
entertain  hopes  that  Earl  Cornwallis's  prefence  on  that  frontier,  and 
perhaps  within  the  province,  will  call  back  its  inhabitants  from  their 
flate  of  error  and  difobedience.  If  a  proper  naval  force  can  be  col- 
le<flted,  I  purpofe  fending  a  fmall  expedition  into  Cape-fear  river,  to 
favour  the  revolution  I  look  for  higher  in  the  country, 

I  AM,  with  the  troops  I  could  take,  quitting  the  harbour  of  Charles 
town,  on  my  way  to  New  York,  hoping  no  foreign  armament  can 
yet  have  reached  the  coaft,  or  iiave  been  able  to  attempt  any  thing, 
in  our  abfence,  againft  that  place.  . 

Lieu  TEN  ANT-coloncl  Bruce,  my  aid-de-camp,  will  have  the  ho- 
nour of  prefenting  thefe  difpatches  to  your  lordlhip.  He  has  ferved 
with  diffindion  during  this  whole  war,  and  is  well  able  to  fatisfy 
your  lordfhip  in  any  inquiries  you  may  be  pleafed  to  make  concerning 
the  late  operations  in  Carolina. 

Your  lordfliip  will  receive  by  Major-general  Prevoft,  who  fails  in 
a  few  days,  the  account  from  Earl  Comwallis  of  jvhat  fhall  have  oc- 
curred to  that  time>. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

H.      CLINTON. 

Romulus,  off  Charles-town  bar, 
June  5,   1780. 

Mv  Lord, 
I  Have  juft  received  from  Earl  Cornwallis  a  letter,  enclofing  a 
more  particular  report  than  has  yet  been  received  from  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Tarleton>  of  the  affair  at  Wacfaw.     I  have  the  honour  to  en- 

M  '         clofe     ■ 
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Toteotothe  clofe  both,  together  with  a  return  of  the 

Firft  .  ^  .  -^        ■ 

Chapter,    the  artillery  and  other  implements  taken. 


Notes  to  the  clofe  both,  together  with  a  return  of  the  killed  and  wounded,  and'  of 
Firft  °  -  ' 


Your  lordfhip  will  obferve,  that  the  enemy's  killed  and  wouiided, 
and  taken,  exceed  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton's  numbers  with  which 
be  attacked  them. 

■  I  have  the  honour  to  be,   &c. 

H.      CLINTON. 


(COPY.) 

Camden,  June  2,   1 780; 

SIR, 
IN  my  letter  (e.).  of  the  3.0th  of  laft  month,  T  enclofed  a  note  from 
Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton,  wrote  in  great  hafte  from  the  field  of 
adlion,  and  I  explained  my  reafons  for  fending  the  detachment  under 
his  command  in  purfult  of  the  enemy. 

I  HAVE  now  the  honour  of  tranifmitting  to  you  Ills  account  of  the 
march  and  engagement,  with  the  lofs  on  both  fides. 

I  CAN  only  add  the  highefl  encomiiums  on  the  conduft  of  Lieute- 
nant-colonel Tarleton.  It  will  give  me  the  mofl  fenfible  fatisfadion 
to  hear  tliat  your  Excellency  has  been  able  to  obtain  for  him  fome  dlf- 
tinguiflied  mark  of  His  Majefly's  favour. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

CORNWALLIS. 

His  Excellency  Sir  Henry  Clinton, 
K.  B.  &c. 

(COPY.) 
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(CO   P   Y.  )  Notes  to  the 

Firft 


My  Lord, 

I  HAVE  (a.)  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  yeflerday  at  three 
o'clock,  P.  M.  after  a  march  of  one  hundred  and  five  miles  in  fifty- 
four  hours,  with  the  corps  of  cavalry,  the  infantry  of  the  legion, 
mounted  on  horfes,  and  a  three  pounder,  at  Wacfavv,  near  the  line 
which  divides  North  from  South  Carolina,  the  rebel  force,  commanded 
by  Colonel  Buford,  confiftin^  of  the  nth  Virginia  and  detachments  of 
,  other  regiments,  from  the  fame  province,  with  artillery,  and  fome  ca- 
valryj  were  brought  to  aftion. 

After  the  fummons,  in  which  terms  fimilar  to  thofe  accepted  by 
Chades  town  were  offered,  and  pofitively  rejedted,  the  adlion  com- 
menced in  a  wood  ;  the  attacks  were  pointed  at  both  flanks,  the  front, 
and  referve,  by  two  hundred  and  feventy  cavalry  and  infantry  blended, 
and  at  the  fame  inftant  all  were  equally  vidlorious,  few  of  the  enemy 
efcaping,  except  the  commanding  officer  by  a  precipitate  flight  on 
horfeback. 

It  is  above  my  ability  to  fay  any  thing  in  commendation  of  the 
bravery  and  exertion  of  officers  and  men.  I  leave  their  merit  to  your 
lordihip's  conflderation. 

.1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

BAN.     TAR  LET  ON, 
Lieutenant  colonel,  commandant  of 
the  Britifh  legion. 
Lieutenant-geneial  Earl  CornwaUis,  8fc.  .5cc. 

M  2  Return 


Chaprer. 
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^"^Fid/'"^  i?e/«r«  (c.)  of  rebels  killed^  wounded,  and  taken,  in  the  affair  at  Wacfatv 
Chapter.  tJjg  2^th  of  May y  1780. 

1  Lieutenant  colonel,  3  captains,  8  fubalterns,  i  adjutant,  i 
quarter  mafter,  99  ferjeants  and  rank  and  file,  killed, 

3  Captains,  5  fubalterns,  142  ferjeants  and  rank  and  file,  wounded, 
unable  to  travel,  and  left  on  parole. 

2  Captains,   i  fubaltern,  50  ferjeants  and  rank  and  file,  prifoners. 

Taken,  3  ftand  (d.)  of  colours,  2  brafs  fix  pounders,  2  royals,  3 
waggons  with  ammunition,  i  artillery  forge  cart,  ^t^  barrels  of  pow- 
der, 26  waggons  loaded  with  new  cloathing,  arms,  mufquet  cartridges, 
new  cartridge  boxes,  flints,  and  camp  equipage, 

(Signed)  BAN.    TARLETON, 

Lieutenant  colonel,  commandant  of 
the  Britifh  legion. 

(b.)  Return  ofBritiJb  killed  and  wounded  in  the  affair  at  JVacfaw,  the  z^th 

of  May,   1780. 

Cavalry.  2  privates,  1 1  horfes,  killed  ;  1  fubaltern,  8  privates, 
19  horfes,  wounded. 

Infantry.     2  fubalterns,   i  private,  killed  ;  3  privates  wounded. 

N.  B.  Lieutenant  Patefchall,  17th  dragoons,  wounded;  Lieute- 
nant Lauchlin  M'Donald,  of  the  legion  infantry,  killed ;  Enfiga 
Campbell,  of  the  legion  infantry,  ferving  with  cavalry,  killed. 

(Signed)  B.     TARLETON, 

Lieutenant  colonel,  commandant 
of  the  Britifh  legion. 

3  CHAP- 
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CHAPTER      IL 

Earl  Cornwallh  takes  the  command  of  the  Kings  troops  in  Georgia  and 
South  Carolina.  —  His  difpojition  of  the  King^s  troops.  —  Earl  Cornwallis 
goes  to  Charles  town.  —  Eight  hundred  loyalifs  from  North  Carolina  join 
the  Britijh.  —  Intelligence  of  a  continental  army.  —  'The  effeSl  it  produces 
in   South   Carolina.  —  Colonel  Sumpter   attacks    Rocky    mount,  —  and 

Hanging  rock.  —  Baron  de  Kalbe  approaches  ivith  the  American  army. 

General  Gates  fuperfedes  de  Kalbe.  —  Lord  Rawdon  ajfembles  the  King^s 
troops.  — Earl  Cor niv alii s  arrives  at  Camden.  — Battle  near  Camden.  — 
Anion  near  the  Catawba  fords.- 

Upon  sir  Henry  Clinton's  departure,  the  command  of  the  King's  ■  Chap.  II. 
troops  to  the  fouthward  devolved  to  Lieutenant-general  Earl  Corn- Earl  Corn- 
wallis.    The  fubmiflion  of  General  Williamfon    (a.)   in  Ninety  Six,  the  command 
who  formerly  commanded  the  militia  of  that  diftrift,  and  the  difper-  troops  in 
fion  of  a  party  of  Americans  who  had  aflembled  at  an  iron- work,  on  South  Caro- 
the  north-weft  border  of  the  province,  put  a  temporary  period  to  all 
refiftance  in  South  Carolina..    The  heat  of  the  fummer,  the  want  of 
{lores- and  provifions^  and  the  unfettled  flate  of  Charles  town  and  the 
country,   impeded   (b.)  the  immediate  invafion   of  North    Carolina  : 
Earl  Cornwallis  difpatched  emiffaries  with  infl;ru£lions  to  the  leading  June  6. 
men  in  that  province,,  to  attend  to  the  harveft,  to  prepare  provifions, 

(tw)  In  note- A.-  (b.)  In  note  A. 

and: 


86  CAMPAIGNS     OF      1780     ANDI781INTHE 

CHAr.  II.  and  to  remain  quiet,  till  the  King's  troops  were  ready  to  advance, 
which  operation  could  not  take  place  before  the  latter  end  of  Auguft 
or  the  beginning  of  September  :  That  Interval  of  time  was  deemed  in- 
difpenfably  requifite  for  the  conftruftion  of  magazines  with  properly- 
fecured  communications,  for  a  clear  eftabliflim-ent  of  the  militia,  and 
for  a  final  adjujftment  of  thofe  civil  and  military  regulations  which  in 
future  were  to  govern  Georgia  and  South  Carolina. 

In  the  beginning  of  June  Colonel  Lord  Rawdon,  with  the  volun- 
teers of  Ireland  and  a  detachment  of  legion  cavalry,  made  a  fhort  ex- 
pedition into  a  fettlement  of  Irifti,  fituated  hi  the  Wacfaws  :  The  fen- 
timents  of  the  inhabitants  did  not  correspond  with  his  lordfhip's  expec- 
tations :  He  there  learned  what  experience  confirmed,  that  the  Iridi 
were  the  moft  averfe  of  all  other  fettlers  to  the  Brltifli  government  in 
America.  During  the  {lay  of  the  volunteers  of  Ireland  in  the  Wac- 
faws, many  of  the  inhabitants  gave  their  paroles  ;  an  obligation  they 
readily  violated,  when  called  to  arms  by  the  American  commanders. 
Lord  Rawdon  being  returned  to  Camden,  and  the  move  into  North 
Carolina  being  poftponed.  Earl  CornwaHls  made  a  difpofitlon  (i,)  of 
the  King's  troops  upon  the  frontiers,  and  within  the  provinces,  well 
calculated  to  procure  the  regiments  and  corps  every  neceffary  and  con- 
venience, to  prote6l  the  new  levies  who  had  begun  to  incorporate,  and 
to  fecure  the  pofleflion  of  the  lately-acquired  dominion. 

.HisJUpofi-        The  23d  and  33d  regiments  of  infantry,  the  volunteers  of  Ireland, 

tioii  of  the 

King's  the  legion  infantry.  Brown's  and  Hamilton's  corps,  and  a  detachment 

of  artillery,  were  placed  in  and  about  Camden,  where  huts,  of  proper 


(l.)  South  Carolina  contained  about  hve  thoufand  four  hundred  efFe6lives,  and  Georgia 
about  one  thoufand  one  hundred,  Britifh,  Heflians,  and  Provincials. 

materials 
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materials  to  refift  the  hot  weather,  were  conftructed.  Major  M'Ar-  Chap.  Ii. 
thur,  with  the  71ft  regiment,  was  flationed  at  the  Cheraws,  ia  the  vi- 
cinity of  the  Pedee  river,  to  cover  the  country  between  Camden  and 
George  town,  and  to  hold  correfpondence  with  a  friendly  fettlement  at 
Crofs  creek,  in  North  Carolina.  A  fmall  detachment  of  provincials 
was  deemed  fufficient  for  the  protection  of  George  town  ;  the  pofition  of 
the  71ft  and  the  neighbourhood  of  Charles  town  leaving  no  apprehen- 
fions  of  an  attack  in  that  quarter.  The  chain,  to  the  weilward  of 
Camden,  was  connefted  with  Ninety  Six  by  Rocky  mount,  a  ftrong 
poft  on  the  Wateree,  and  occupied  by  Lieutenant-colonel  Turnbull, 
•with  the  New- York  volunteers  and  foine  militia.  Lieutenant-colonel 
Balfour,  and  afterwards  Lieutenant-colonel  Cruger,  commanded  at 
Ninety  Six  :  The  force  there  confifled  of  a  battalion  of  De  Lancey's, 
and  Innes's  and  Allen's  regiments  of  provincials,  with  the  i6th  and 
three  other  companies  of  light  infantry.  Major  Fergufon's  corps  and 
a  body  of  loyal  militia  traverfed  that  part  of  the  province  lituated  be- 
tween the  Wateree  and  Saluda,  and  fometimes  approached  the  borders 
of  North  Carolina.  Lieutenant-colonel  Brown  held  pofleffion  of  Au- 
gufta,  the  frontier  town  of  Georgia,  with  his  own  and  detachments 
from  other  regiments  in  that  province.  Savannah,  the  capital,  was 
lufficiently  garrifoned  by  a  corps  of  Heffians  and  provincials,  under  the 
orders  of  Colonel  Alured  Clark.  Charles  town  contained  the  7th,  63d, 
and  64th  regiments  of  infantry,  two  battalions  of  Heffians,  a  large  de- 
tachment of  royal  artillery,  and  fome  corps  of  provincials,  under  the 
command  of  Brigadier-general  Patterfon.  The  legion  dragoons  (the 
17th  being  ordered  to  New  York)  were  diredled  to  keep  the  communi- 
cations open  between  the  principal  pofts  of  this  extended  cantonment : 
This  fervice  injured  them  infinitely  more  than  all  the  preceding  moves 
and  actions  of  the  campaign,  and  though  hitherto  fuccefsful  agalnft 
their  enemies  in  the  field,  they  were  nearly  defiroyed  in  detail  by  the 
I  -'  patroles 
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C'HAr.  II.   patroles  and  detachments  required  of  them  during  the  intenfe  heat  of 
the  feafon. 

Besides  the  defence  of  the  frontiers,  another  material  and  national 
advantage  refulted  from  this  difpofition  of  the  King's  troops.  The 
officers  and  men  of  the  different  regiments  and  corps  were  fupplied  by 
the  flour  and  cattle,  whilfl:  the  horfes  were  foraged  by  the  produce  of 
the  country.  Any  expenditure  of  the  provifions  brought  acrofs  the 
Atlantic  was  unknown  except  in  Charles  town  and  Savannah.  The 
militia,  the  cavalry,  the  fecret  fervice,  the  rum,  and  the  pay  of  the 
troops,  were  almoft  the  only  neceflary  expences.  The  contingent 
charges  for  the  civil  and  military  eftablifhments  requifite  for  Charles 
town  and  Savannah  could  not  be  burdenfome  :  And  the  affiftance 
yielded  to  the  quarter-mafter-general's  and  commiflariat  departments, 
by  the  country,  by  confifcation,  and  by  captures  from  the  enemy,  af- 
forded an  eligible  opportunity  for  retrenching  the  difburfements  of 
thofe  chargeable  branches  of  the  army :  In  fliort,  fo  favourable  a  junc- 
ture, owing  to  many  propitious  circumftances,  never  before  prefented 
'itfelf  in  America,  for  the  exercife  of  public  oeconomy> 

Rum,  fait,  and  other  flores,  that  were  wanted  by  the  regiments,  by 
the  artillery,  by  the  quarter-mafter-^enerars,  and  by  the  commiflariat 
departments,  were  ordered  to  be  conveyed  from  Charles  town  to  Cam- 
■den.  The  magazine  was  formed  at  that  place  on  account  of  the  con- 
venience of  water  carriage  by  the  riv€r  from  Nelfon^s  ferry,  and  be- 
■caufe  it  was  the  moft  eligible  pofition  to  fupport  the  communication 
between  the  army  and  Charles  town,  when  the  King's  troops  moved 
forwards  into  North  Carolina. 


The 
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The  (a.)  arrangement  of  the  commercial  and  civil  regulations,  for  Chap.  IL 
the  profperity  of  South  Carolina,  next  demanded  the  attention  of  Earl 
Cornvvallis ;  for  this  purpofe  he  committed  the  care  of  the  frontier  to 
Lord  Rawdon,    and   repaired  to  Charles  town  about   the  middle   of  Earl  Com- 

Wfillis  pocs  to 

June,  where  he  entered  upon  that  difficult  bufinefs  with  great  atten- Charles 
tion  and  affiduity.  The  inhabitants  who  had  formerly  borne  arms 
againft  the  Britifli  troops  in  the  province,  and  had  returned  to  their 
plantations  fince  the  departure  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  were  dlfarmed, 
and  admitted  to  their  parole.  The  eftates  of  the  violent  abfentees 
were  feized,  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  commifiioneis,  who  were 
vefled  with  power  to  fell  the  produce,  which,  with  the  ftock  of  cattle 
and  horfes  found  upon  them,  was  appropriated  to  the  ufe  of  the  army, 
upon  the  eommiffaries  giving  receipts  to  the  truftees  for  the  different 
articles  they  received.  I'he  friends  to  the  British  caufe,  who  had  been 
driven  out  of  the  country,  on  proper  application,  had  their  property, 
or  what  remained  of  it,  reftored.  The  havoc  made  by  the  Ameri.- 
cans,  during  their  banifliment,  often  defeated  this  intention.  En- 
couragement was  given  to  trade,  by  allowing  merchants  to  convey  to 
Charles  town  a  variety  of  manufactures  which  had  been  long  wanted 
throughout  all  the  fouthern  provinces,  and  permitting  them  to  receive 
payment  in  the  produce  of  the  country.  Commiffioners  were  ap- 
pointed to  arrange  the  differences  whi.ch  fubfi-fled  in  Carolina  concern- 
ing the  negroes.  It  is  here  neceflary  to  obferve,  that  all, the  negroes, 
men,  women,  and  children,  upon  the  approach  of  any  detachment  of 
the  King's  troops,  thought  themfelves  abfolved  from  all  refped  to 
their  American  mafters,  and  entirely  releafed  from  fervitude :  Influ- 
enced by  this  idea,  they  quitted  the  plantations,  and  followed  the 
army  ;  which   behaviour  cau^fed  negleft  of  cultivation,  proved  detri- 

(;i.)  In  note  5» 

N  luentai 
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Chap.  II.  mental  to  the  King's  troops,  and  occafioned  continual  difputes  about 
property  of  this  deCcription  :  In  a  fhort  time  the  attention  of  the  com- 
miffioners  produced  arrangements  equally  ufeful  to  the  military  and 
inhabitants.  Lord  Cornwallis  attempted  to  conciliate  the  minds  of 
the  wavering  and  unfteady,  by  promlfes  and  employments  :  He  en- 
deavoured fo  to  condu6l  himfelf,  as  to  give  offence  to  no  party ;  and 
the  confequence  was,  that  he  was  able  entirely  to  pleafe  none.  He 
carried  his  lenity  fo  far,  that  violent  enemies,  who  had  given  paroles 
for  their  peaceable  behaviour,  availed  themfelves  of  the  proclamation 
of  the  3d  of  June,  and,  without  examination,  took  out  certificates  as 
good  citizens  ;  which  conduft  opened  a  door  to  fome  defigning  and 
infidious  Americans,  who  fecretly  undermined,  and  totally  deftroyed, 
the  Brltifh  intereft  in  South  Carolina.  The  army  was  governed  with 
particular  difcipline,  and  notwlthftanding  the  exultation  of  vidlory, 
care  was  taken  to  give  as  little  offence  as  poffible  in  Charles  town  and 
country  to  the  jealoufy  of  the  vanqulflied.  This  moderation  pro- 
duced not  the  intended  effedl :  It  did  not  reconcile  the  enemies,  but 
it  difcouraged  the  friends.  Upon  their  return  home,  they  compared 
their  paft  with  their  enemies  prefent  fituation,  they  refle6led  on  their 
own  loffes  and  fufferings,  and  they  enumerated  the  recent  and  general 
acts  of  rigour,  exercifed  upon  them  and  their  aflbciates  by  all  the 
civil  officers  employed  under  Congrefs,  for  their  attachment  to  Great 
Britain.  The  policy  therefore  adopted  on  this  occafion,  without  gain- 
ing new,  difcontented  the  old  adherents  ;  and  the  future  fcene  will 
difcover,  that  lenity  and  generofity  did  not  experience  in  America  the 
merited  returns  of  gratitude  and  affection. 

3otk  June.  -^T  the  prefent  period  (d.)  it  was  faid,  that  the  militia  made  a  pro- 
mifing  appearance,  and  that  they  equalled  the  wiflies  of  their  leaders, 

(d.)  In  note  B. 

both 
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both  as  to  numbers  and  profeffions  of  loyalty  :  Cunningham  and  Har-  Chap.  II. 
rifon,  (c.)  men  of  fortune  and  influence  in  their  refpedive  diftiifts, 
obtained  Lord  Cornwallis's  leave  to  convert  their  levies  of  friends  and 
adherents  into  regiments  of  provincials.  But  notwithftandlng  the 
fuccefs  which  attended  the  enrolment  of  the  loyal  militia,  the  reports 
which  now  began  to  circulate  of  the  exertions  of  Congrefs,  and  of 
the  American  army,  united  to  the  efforts  of  Virginia  and  North  Ca- 
rolina, gave  a  turn  to  the  minds  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  foutheru 
provinces  :  Dlfcontents  were  diffeminated ;  fecret  confpiracies  were 
entered  into  upon  the  frontier  ;  hoflilities  were  already  begun  in  many 
places,  and  every  thing  feemed  to  menace  a  revolution,  as  rapid  as 
that  which  fucceeded  the  furrender  of  Charles  town. 

The  precautions  employed  to  prevent  the  rifing  of  the  King's 
friends  in  North  Carolina  had  not  had  univerfal  efteft.  Several  of  the 
Inhabitants  of  Tryon  county,  excited  by  a  Colonel  (d.)  Moore,  mani- 
fefted  their  attachment  to  the  Britifh  caufe,  by  taking  up  arms  on  the 
1 8th  of  June,  without  the  neceiSary  caution  requifite  for  fuch  an  un- 
dertaking, and  they  were  in.  a  few  days  afterwards  defeated  by  Gene- 
ral Rutherford.  This  event  encouraged  a  fpirit  of  perfecution,  vvliich 
made  Colonel  Bryan,  another  Joyalift,  who  had  promifed  to  wait  for 

orders,  lofe  all  patience,  and  forced  him  to  move  with  eight  hundred  Eight  hun- 
dred loyalifts 

men,  (b.)  affembled  from  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Yadkin,  towards  from  North 

Carolina  join 

the  neareft  Britifh  poft  :  After  many  difficulties,  he  fortunately  reached  theBritiih. 
the   7 1  ft   regiment,  ftationed  in  the  Cheraws.     The  news  brought  by 
thefe  loyalifts   created  fome  aftoniftiment  in  the  military,  and  diffiifed 
univerfal    confternation    amongft   the  inhabitants   of  South  Carolina : 
They  reported,  that  Major-general  de  (c.)  Kalbe,  a  French  officer  in 

(c.)  In  note  A.  (d.)  In  note  A.  (b.)  In  note  B.  (c.)  In  note  B. 

N  2  the 
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Chap.  II.    the  American  fervice,    was  advaticiug  from  Salifbury,    with   a  large 
Intelligence   body   of  Continentals  ;    that   Colonel  Porterfield   was  bringing  ftate 
nentiilarmy.  troops   from  Virginia  ;  that   General   Cafwall   had   raifed    a  powerful 
force  in  North  Carolina;  and  that  Colonel  Sumpter  had   already  en- 
tered the  Catawba,  a  fettlement  contiguous  to  the  Wacfaws.     Thefe 
accounts  being  propagated,  and  artfully  exaggerated,  by  the  enemies 
within  the  province,  caufed  a  wonderful  fermentation  in  the  minds  of 
the  Americans,  which   neither  the  lenity  of  the  Britifh  government?, 
the  folemnity  of  their  paroles,  by  which  their  perfons  and  properties 
Theeffcftit  enjoyed  protedion^  nor  the  memory  of  the  undeferved  pardon  fo  lately 

produced  in 

South  Caro-  extended  to  many  of  them,  had  fufficient  ilrength  to  retain  in.  a  flate 

lina. 

of  fubmiffion  or  neutrality.. 

Whilst  the  Americans  were  colle£ling  their  forces j  Lord  Rawdon 
made  occafio-nal  alterations  in  the  diftribution  of  the  King's  troops 
upon  the  frontier,  in  order  to  confirm  the  adherence  of  the  loyal  in- 
habitants, and  to  obviate  the  defigns  of  the  enemy.  Some  log  houfes 
were  conftru€ted  at  Ninety  Six,  at  Williams's,  on  the  banks  of  the 
Pacolet,  and  at  Rocky  mount.  The  legion  infantry,  a  detachment  of 
Colonel  Browne's  regiment,  and  Colonel  Bryan's  militia,  were  ad>- 
vanced  to  Hanging  rock  :  Lieutenant-colonel  Webfter  was  recalled 
from  that  pofl:,  and  the  23d  regiment  fell  back  to  Rugeley's  millsv 
Major  M'Arthur'a  pofition  in  the  Cheraws  was  deemed  too  forward^ 
and  he  was  defired  to  retire  fome  miles  into  the  province- 

The  ftate  of  the  country,  and  the  exaggerated  reports  of  the  Ame^ 
ricans,  occafioned  frequent  patroles  of  cavalry  and  mounted  infantry 
from  the  advanced  Britilli  polls ;  one  of  which  experienced  both  dif- 
grace  and  defeat.     Lieutenant-colonel  (a.)  Turnbull,  on  fome  intelli- 

(a.)  In  note  C^ 

gence 
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gence  from  Fifliing  creek,  fent  Captaia  Huck  of  the  legion  to  InvefH-  Chap.  U. 
gate  the  truth  :  The  detachment  committed  to  his  care  confifted  of 
thirty-five  dragoons  of  the  legion,  twenty  mounted  infantry  of  the 
New-York  volunteers,  and  about  fixty  militia.  On  his  arrival  at  the 
crofs  roads,  near  the  fource  of  Fifliing  creek,  Captain  Huck  neg'ledled 
his  duty,  in  placing  his  party  careleffly  at  a  plantation,  without  ad- 
vancing any  pickets,  or  fending  out  patroles  :  Some  Americans  who 
were  aflembled  iii  the  neighbourhood  heard  of  his  negligent  fituation, 
and  with  an  inferior  force  furprifed  and  deftroyed  him,  and  a  great 
part  of  his  command. 

An  inftance  of  treachery  which  took  place  about  this  time,  ruined 
all  confidence  between  the  regulars  and  the  militia  :  The  (a.)  inhabi- 
tants in  the  diftridls  of  the  rivers  Ennoree  and  Tyger  had  been  en- 
rolled fince  the  fiege  of  Charles  town,  under  the  orders  of  Colonel 
Floyd  ;  Colonel  Neale,  the  former  commanding  officer,  having  fled 
out  of  the  province  for  his  violent  perfecution  of  the  loyalifts.  One 
Lifle,  who  had  belonged  to  the  fame  corps,  and  who  had  been  ba- 
niflied  to  the  iflands,  availing  himfelf  of  the  proclamation  to  exchange 
his  parole  for  a  certificate  of  his  being  a  good  citizen,  was  made  fecond 
in  command  :  And  as  foon  as  the  battalion  was  completed  with  arms 
and  ammunition,  he  carried  it  off  to  Colonel  Neale,  who  had  jolnejd 
Colonel  Sumpter's  command  in  the  Catawba. 

This  reinforcement,  added  to  his  former  numbers,  iufpired.CoIonel - 
Sumpter  with  a  defire  of  fignalizing  himfelf,  by  attacking  fome  of  the 
Britifli  ports  upon  the  frontier.     Having  gained  the  neceflary  informa-- 
tion,  he  direded  his  efforts  againft  the  corps  .at  Rocky  mount.  (b»)/ 

(a.)  In  note  E.  (b.)  In.  note  E. 

Near: 
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Chap.  II.  Near  the  end  of  July  he  pafled  Broad  river,    at  Blair's   ford,  with 

about  nine  hundred  men,  and  advanced  upon  Turnbull,  whofe  force 

Col.  Sump-    vvas   compofed  of  one   hundred  and  fifty  provincials,  and  as  many 

tcr  attacks  •* 

Rocky  militia.     The  defences  of  Rocky  mount  confifted  of  two  log-  houfes, 

mount,  ■'  o  ' 

a  loop-holed  building,  and  an  abbatis  ;  placed  upon  an  eminence, 
which  commanded  a  view  of  the  neighbouring  country.  Colonel 
Sumpter  having  no  cannon  to  deftroy  the  abbatis  or  the  buildings, 
fele(Cled  fome  of  his  braveft  followers,  to  remove  the  former,  and  to 
endeavour  to  fet  fire  to  the  latter,  whilft  his  people,  under  cover  of 
the  trees  and  rocks,  on  the  declivity  of  the  mountain,  maintained  a 
heavy  fire  upon  the  garrifon.  After  thi'ee  attacks,  in  the  laft  of  which 
fome  of  the  forlorn  hope  penetrated  within  the  abbatis,  the  American 
commander  retreated  with  lofs  and  precipitation.  In  the  gallant  de- 
fence of  this  poft.  Lieutenant-colonel  Turnbull  had  one  officer  killed, 
one  wounded,  and  about  ten  men  killed  and  wounded. 

Colonel  Sumpter  croffed  Broad  river,  and  retired  to  his  former 
camp  in  the  Catawba  fettlement ;  where,  reinforcing  the  numbers- he 
had  loft  at  Rocky  mount,  he  was  foon  in  a  condition  to  projeft  other 
operations.  This  aftive  partizan  was  thoroughly  fenfible,  that  the 
minds  of  men  are  Influenced  by  enterprlze,  and  that  to  keep  undifci- 
plined  people  together,  it  is  neceffary  to  employ  them.  For  this 
purpofe,  he  again  furveyed  the  flate  of  the  British  pofts  upon  the 
frontier,  and  on  minute  examination  he  deemed  Hanging  rock  the 
,  moft  vulnerable  :  He  haftened  his  preparations  for  the  attack,  becaufe 

a  detachment  of  cavalry  and  mounted  infantry  had  been  ordered  from, 
aiidHanglng  that  place  to  reinforce  Rocky  mount.  On  the  6th  of  Auguft,  at  feven 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  he  approached  the  flank  of  the  poft,  which 
was  entrufled  to  the  North-Carolina  refugees,  under  the  orders  of 
Colonel  Bryan.     This  loyallft,  with  his  undifciplined  people,   though 

2  oppofed 


SOUTHERN     PROVINCES     OF     NORTH      AMERICA. 


95 


oppofed  by  troops  eqiially  undifciplined,  foou  retreated  from  his  ground,    Chap.  II.. 
and  Colonel  Sumpter  direded  the  weight  of  his  attack  againfi:  the- 
legion  infantry,    which    refilled  his  efforts  with  great  coolnefs    and 
bravery.     The  example   of  courage  exhibited    by   one   hundred   and 
fixty  men   of  the  legion,    who   charged  the  Americans    twice   with 
fixed  bayonets,  to  fave  their   three  pounder,  made  a  detachment  of 
Colonel  Brown's  regiment   recover  from  the  conflernation  into  which 
they  had  been  thrown  by  the  flight  of  Colonel  Bryan,   and  they  now 
Joined  their  endeavours  to   defend  the  Britifli  encampment.     Colonel 
Sumpter  flill  perfevered  in  his   attack,  and  very  probably  would  have 
fucceeded,  if  a  ftratagem  employed   by  Captains  Stewart  and  M'Do- 
nald,  of  the  Britifh  legion,  had  not  difconcerted  his  operations.     Thefe 
officers,  with  forty  mounted  infantry,  were  returning  the  fame  morn- 
ing from  Rocky  mount,  and  on  the  route  heard  the  cannon  and  muf- 
ketry  at   Hanging  rock;    on  a  nearer  approach  to  their  pofl,    they 
judicioufly  left  the  Rocky  mount,  and  made  a  circuit  to  get  into  the 
main  Camden  road,   to  reinforce  tlieir  companions  :  When   they  ar- 
arrived  in  light  of  the  Americans,  the   bugle    horn  was  direfted  to 
found  the  charge,  and  the  foldiers  were  ordered  to  expend  their  files, 
in  order  to  look  like  a  formidable  detachmeiit.     This  unexpe£led  ap- 
pearance deranged  the  American  commander,   and  threw  his  corps  into 
a   ftate  of  confufion,    which    produced  a   general   retreat.      Captain 
M'Cullock,  who  commanded  the  legion  Infantry  with  fo  much  dif- 
tinftion,  was  killed,  with  two  other  officers,  and  twenty  men  :  Up- 
wards of  thirty  of  the  fame  corps  were  wounded.     The  detachment 
of  Colonel  Browne's  regiment  had,  likewife,  fome   officers   and  men 
killed  and   wounded,  and  a  few  taken,   prifoners.      Colonel   Bryan's 
North-Carolina   refugees   were  greatly  difperfed,    but  did   not  fufi^er 
confiderably  by  the  fire  of  the  enemy.     About  one  hundred  dead  and 
wounded  Americans  were  left  on  the. field  of  battle.     Colonel  Sump-- 
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C11AF.II.  ter  rallied  his  men  not  far  from  Hanging  rock,  an4  again  fell  back  to 
the  Catawba  fettlement,  to  colleft  more  men  from  the  Wacfaws,  and 
to  receive  refugees,  who  flocked  from  all  parts  of  South  Carolina. 
The  repulfes  he  had  fuftained  did  not  dllcourage  him,  or  Injure  his 
caufe  :  The  lofs  of  men  was  eafily  fupplied,  and  his  reputation  for 
a6tLvity  and  courage  was  fully  eftabliflied  by  his  late  enterprizing  con- 
dud. 

As  foon  as  the  account  of  Colonel  Sumpter's  attack  reached  Cam- 
iden,  Lord  Rawdon  ordered  the  23d  regiment  to  advance  from  Ruge- 
ley's  mills  to  Hanging  rock.  This  reinforcement  under  Major  Mecan 
:put  the  poll  in  fecurity,  and  enabled  Colonel  Bryan  to  colled  his 
people,  who  were  fcattered  over  the  face  of  the  country.  The 
.wounded  were  afterwards  conveyed  to  Camden,  where  the  climate 
had  fent  a  number  of  non-commiffioned  officers  and  foldiers  Into  hof- 
:pital. 

In  this  fituation  of  affairs  upon  the  frontier,  Lord  Rawdon  received 
frequent  intelUgence  that  the  American  army,  compofed  of  the  Mary- 
land brigades,  the  Delawar  regiment,  fome  Virginia  ftate  troops,  and 
.Colonel  Armand's  legion,  continued  to  advance  :  He  had,  likewilc, 
authentic  information,  that  the  continentals  had  been  reinforced  on 
Deep  river,  by  General  Cafwall,  (b.)  with  the  North-Carolina  militia. 
As.foon  as  General  Wafhiiigton  obtained  accounts  of  the  critical  fitua- 
tion of  Major-general  Lincoln  to  the  fouthward,  owing  to  the  great 
iiddition  of  force  carried  to  that  quarter,  under  the  immediate  direc- 
.tlon  of  the  Britlfh  commander  in  chief,  he  judicioufly  determined  to 
•fend   a  .confiderable  detachment  of  continentals   from  the  American 

(b.)  Ill  note  C. 
J  army 
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army   in   the   Jerfies,    to   f1:op    the   progrefs  of   the  royalifts.     This  Chap.  II. 

powerful  reinforcement   was    committed   to   Major-general  Baron  de 

Kalbe,  an  officer  of  reputation,  who  prelTed  forwards  the  troops  with 

indefatigable  attention  :  By  long  and  repeated  marches   they  now  ap-  Bnron  de 

.  .     Kalbe  ap- 

proached the  frontier  of  South  Carohna.     Their  paiTage  through  Vir- proacheswlth 

.  .  .  Jill  '^^^  American 

ginia  had  given  vigour  to  that  province,  and  large  detachments  of  army. 
militia  followed  the  route  of  the  main  army.  North  Carolina  likewife 
made  exertions  to  raife  troops,  and  the  governor  and  aflembly  voted 
three  thoufand  men  for  the  fervice.  Notwithftanding  thefe  formida- 
ble preparations,  the  Baron  de  Kalbe  met  with  great  difficulties  after 
he  paffed  the  Roanoke  river  :  Provlfions  (2.)  were  fo  fcarce  in  North 
Carolina,  that  the  continental  troops  endured  extreme  hardfhips,  and 
were  frequently  retarded  on  their  march  for  want  of  neceflary  fupplies. 
Whether  the  complaints  and  remonftrances  forwarded  by  Baron  de 
Kalbe  to  the  governor  and  the  aflembly  of  the  province,  to  Congrefs, 
and  to  General  Wafhlngton,  on  this  fubjeft,  produced  an  alteration 
of  opinion  refpe6bing  himfelf,  is  not  certain,  but  another  commander 
in  chief  was  foon  afterwards  appointed,  and  fent  to  the  fouthward. 

On  the  24th  Of  July,  Major-geileral  Gates  arrived  in  the  American  General 
camp.     His  name  and  former  good  fortune  re-animated  the  exertions  fedes  De 

Kalbe. 

of  the  country  :  Provifions  were  more  amply  fupplied  by  the  inhabi- 
tants, and  the  continental  troops  foon  reached  the  frontier  of  South 
Carolina.  On  the  banks  of  the  river  Pedee,  the  American  general 
ifliied  a  proclamation,  (K.)  inviting  the  patriotic  citizens  of  Carolina  to 
aflemble  under  his  aufpices,  to  vindicate  the  rights  of  America  ;  holding 
out  an  amnefty  to  all  who  had  fubfcribed  paroles,  impofed  upon  thet^ 

(2.)  Remembrancer,  part  2d,  1780,  page  27^* 
(K.)  Note  K. 

O  by 
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Chap.  U,  by  the  ruffian  hand  of  conqueji  ;  and  excepting  only  thofe,  who  in  the 
hour  of  devafation  had  exercifed  a6ls  of  barbarity  and  depredation  upon 
the  perfons  and  property  of  their  fellow  citizens. 

The  approach  of  General  Gates  with  an  army  of  fix  thoufand  men^ 
induced  Lord  Rawdon  gradually  to  contradl  the  pofts  upon  the  fron» 
tier,  in  order  to  affemble  his  forces  :  Major  M'Arthur  was  directed  to 
draw  nearer  to  Camden  ;  the  two  battalions  of  the  71ft  regiment, 
under  his  orders,  were  at  this  period  confiderable  fufferers  by  the  un- 
healthy climate  of  Carolina..  To  difencumber  hirofelf  for  movement, 
he  colle6led  fome  boats  on  the  river  Pedee,  and  committed  upwards 
of  one  hundred  fick  men  to  the  care  of  Colonel  (c.)  Mills,  to  be 
efcorted  to  George  town  by  the  militia  under  his  command.  After 
the  fick  were  embarked,  Major  M'Arthur  commenced  his  march.  In 
lefs  than  two  days  the  militia  mutinied,  and  fecuring  their  owa 
officers  and  the  fick,  conducted  them  prifoiiers  to  General  Gates,  in 
North  Carolina.  This  inftance  of  treachery  in  the  eaft  of  the  pro- 
vince followed  the  perfidious  condudl  of  Lieutenant-colonel  Lifle  on 
the  weflern  border,  and  ftrongly  proved  the  miftake  committed  by  the 
Britifh,  in  placing  confidence  in  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  when 
ailing  apart  from  the  army.  The  only  probable  way  to  reap  advan- 
tage from  the  levies  made  in  Carolina,  would  have  been  to  incorporate 
the  young  men  as  they  were  raifed  in  the  eftablifhed  provincial  corps, 
where  they  could  be  properly  trained,  and  formed  under  officers  of 
experience  :  By  fuch  a  line  of  conduit,  all  the  BritifK  regulars  would 
have  been  faved,  the  King's  troops  in  general  would  have  been  aug- 
mented, and  confiderable  fervice  might  have  been  derived  from  their 
additional  numbers. 

(c.)  In  note  E. 

When 
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When  General  Gates  paffed  the  boundary  line  of  South  Carolina,  Chap.  Ii. 
the  Britifli  detachment  was  recalled  from  Hanging  rock.  Lord  Raw- 
don  afterwards  took  poft  on  the  weft  branch  pf  Lynche's  creek,  about 
fourteen  miles  from  Camden,  with  the  23d,  33d,  and  71ft  regiments 
of  Infantry,  the  volunteers  of  Ireland,  Lieutenant-colonel  Hamilton's 
corps,  about  forty  dragoons  of  the  legion,  and  four  pieces  of  cannon. 
The  infantry  of  the  legion,  and  part  of  Colonel  Browne's  regiment, 
were  placed  at  Rugeley's  mills.  The  hofpital,  the  baggage,  the  pro- 
vilions,  the  ammunition,  and  the  ftores,  remained  under  a  weak 
guard  at  Camden.  General  Gates  advanced  to  the  creek  oppofite  to 
the  Britifli  camp,  and  Ikirmifhes  enfued  between  the  advanced  parties 
of  the  two  armies.  The  American  commander  difcovered  that  Lord 
Rawdon's  pofition  was  ftrong,  and  he  declined  an  attack  ;  but  he  had 
not  fufficient  penetration  to  conceive,  that  by  a  forced  march  up  the 
creek,  he  could  have  paffed  Lord  Rawdon's  flank,  and  reached  Cam- 
den ;  which  would  have  been  an  eafy  conqueft,  and  a  fatal  blow  to 
the  Britifli. 

While  the  two  armies  remained  facing  each  other  at  Lynche's 
creek.  Lord  Rawdon  fent  an  order  to  Lieutenant- colonel  Cruger,  to 
forward  to  Camden,  without  lofs  of  time,  the  four  companies  of  light 
infantry,  under  Captain  Charles  Campbell :  He  likewife  direfted  the 
troops  at  Rugeley's  mills  to  quit  their  pofition  :  Major  Carden,  with 
the  detachment  of  Browne's,  was  ordered  to  Camden  ;  and  the  legion 
infantry,  under  Captain  Stewart,  were  defired  to  find  the  moft  dired 
road  from  their  preftait  fituation  to  the  camp  at  Lynche's  creek.  A 
guide  condudled  Captain  Stewart  to  the  outpoft  of  General  Gates's 
army  ;  a  warm  falutation  from  the  picket  difcovered  the  miftake  :  No 
farther  inconvenience  enfued,  though  Armand's  cavalry,  and  Porter- 
field's  light  infantry,  followed  the  legion  till  they  reached  the  Britifli 

O  2  encamp- 
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Chap,  II.  encampment.  Lord  Rawdon  withdrew  the  corps  from  Rugeley's 
mills,  on  account  of  its  expofed  fituation ;  and  fufpeding  yet  that 
the  enemy  meant  to  detach  againft  feme  of  his  outpofls,  he  defired 
Lieutenant-colonel  Turnbull  to  evacuate  Rocky  mount,  and  to  join 
Major  Fergufon  at  his  pofition  on  Little  river,  where  he  had  eredled 
fome  field  works,  with  his  corps  of  provincials  and  loyal  militia.. 

Lord  Rawdon  fent  regular  information  of  every  material  (a.)  incii- 
dent,  or  movement,  made  by  the  Americans,  and  by  the  King's. 
troops,  on  the  frontier,  to  Earl  Cornwallis  at  Charles  town  ;  where: 
the  public  bufinefs,  (D.)  relative  to  claims,  commercial  arrangements,, 
and  other  civil  regulations,  required  great  time  to  reduce  it  to  order,. 
The  appearance  of  a  formidable  army  in  the  province  prevente  d  a  me- 
thodical completion  of  the  fyftem  of  government,  and  called  the  at- 
tention of  Earl  Gornwallis  to  objects  of  more  immediate  importance^ 
His  lordfhip,  therefore,  prepared  to  leave  Charles  town,  after  fome  of" 
the  mofl  neceffary  and  effential  (b.)  points  were  adjufled.. 

In  the  mean  time.  Lieutenant- colonel  Tarleton,  being  recovered 
from  a  fever,  was  defired  to  colleft  all  the  dragoons  he  could  find  iii» 
Charles  town,  and  join  Lord  Rawdon- in  the  country  :  With  the  aflif- 
tance  of  Major  Hanger,  who  was  lately  appointed  to  the  cavalry^ 
thirty  dragoons  and  forty  mounted  militia  were  aflembled  :.  With  this. 
force  Lieutenant-colonel' Tarleton  croffed  the  Santee  at  Lenew's  ferryr 
on  the  6th  of  Auguft  :  He  moved  from  thence  to  the  Black  (c.)  river^ 
which  he  pafled,  in  order  to  punifh  the  inhabitants  in  that  quarter  for 
their  late  breach  of  paroles  and  perfidious  revolt.  A  neceffary  fervice 
was  concealed  under  this  difagreeable  exertion  of  authority  :  The  vici- 

(a.)  In  note  F.  (D;)  Note  D.  (b.)  Iti  note  F.  (c.)  In  note  F.: 

nity. 
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nity  of  the  rivers  Santee  and  Wateree,  and  of  all  the  Charles-town  Chap.IL- 
communications  with  the  royal  army,  rendered  it  highly  proper  to 
ftrike  terror  into  the  inhabitants  of  that  dirtrict.  This  point  of  duty 
being  efFefted,  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  crofled  the  Black  river, 
giving  out  to  the  country  that  he  intended  to  join  the  Britifh  army  by 
the  main  road  over  the  Santee  hills  ;  but  really  defigning  to  re-crofs 
the  river,  to  gain  intelligence  of  General  Gates's  operations  :  He  ac- 
cordingly paffed  at  a  private  place  in  the  night,  and  marched  with 
great  rapidity  for  twenty-four  hours ;  when,  ordering  his  party  to  af- 
fume  the  enemy's  appearance  and  names,  the  Americans  were  liberal  of 
their  information  and  every  other  affiftance.  A  member  of  afl'embly, 
of  the  name  of  Bradley,  at  that  time  on  parole,  was  fevere  in  his  de- 
nunciations againft  the  Britifh  officers  and  Ibldiers,  and  warm  in  com- 
mendation of  the  heroic  fpirit  of  his  fuppofed  friends  and  guefts. 
The  nearnefs  of  General  Gates's  camp  at  laft  obliged  Tarleton  to  de- 
lire  his  new  acquaintance  to  conduft  him  over  a  very  intricate  morafs,  ' 
that  he  might  attack  the  rear  of  Lord  Rav/don's  pofts  :  Bradley  en- 
tered heartily  into  the  plan,  and  colledled  fome  neighbouring  American 
militia  to  join  in  the  expedition  :  After  paffing  Megert's  fwamp,  the 
fource  of  Black  river,  T^eton  undeceived  his  late  hoft,  and  conduded 
him  and  his  volunteers  prl'ibners  to  Camden.  On  his  arrival  at  that 
place,  he  had  evident  proof  that  the  legion  cavalry  were  nearly  de- 
flroyed  by  the  conftant  duties  of  detachment  and  patrole  :  He  colleiled 
all  the  dragoons  at  that  pofl,  and  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  joined 
Lord  Rawdon  at  Lynche's  creek  on  the  loth  day  of  Auguft. 

A  PATROLE,  fent  by  General  Gates  to  Rugeley's  mills  on  the  i2thi 
occaiioned  a  report  that  the  American  commander  was  moving  to  his 
right :  The  lituation  of  the  Britifli  hofpital  and  magazine,  and  the  pre-  Lord  Rnw- 

.  don  affenibl;3- 

feiiL  diftance  of  the  army,  pointed  out  to  Lord  Rawdon  the  propriety  the  King's 

-forces, 

or 
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Chap.  II.  of  falling  back  from  Lynche's  creek,  and  of  concentrating  his  force 
near  Camden.  The  move  was  accordingly  made,  without  any  molef- 
tation  from  the  enemy,  and  an  encampment  was  chofen  at  Log  town, 
the  moft  eligible  to  be  found  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Camden,  which, 
did  not  afford  any  naturally-advantageous  pofition  for  defenfive  ope- 
rations. 

On  the  13th,  (a.)  General  Gates  moved  the  American  army  to 
Rugeley's  mills  :  The  Maryland  brigades,  the  Delawar  regiment,  the 
cannon,  the  cavalry,  the  baggage,  and  the  militia,  were  pofted  on 
the  north  fide  of  Granney-quarter's  creek  ;  and  Colonel  Porterfield 
and  Major  Armftrong's  corps  of  light  infantry  were  advanced  over  the 
creek,  on  the  road  leading  to  Camden.  On  the  fame  day  the  four 
companies  of  light  infantry  arrived  from  Ninety  Six,  and  in  the 
Earl  Corn-    ulght  (d.)  Earl  Cornwallls  crofled  the  Wateree  ferry,  and  joined  the 

wallis  arrives         .   .  ..^  . 

at  Camden.  Britlfli  army.  The  arrival  of  the  noble  earl  and  of  the  light  infantry 
were  fortunate  events :  A  reinforcement  (b.)  of  feven  hundred  Vir- 
ginia militia,  under  the  command  of  General  Stevens,  which  reached 
Rugeley's  on  the  morning  of  the  14th,  prompted  the  American  com- 
mander in  chief  to  make  an  addition  of  one  hundred  continentals, 
three  hundred  militia,  and  two  pieces  of  cannon,  to  the  corps  under 
Colonel  Sumpter,  who  was  immediately  direfled  to  interrupt  the 
communications  between  Charles  town.  Ninety  Six,  and  Camden. 
Colonel  Sumpter  appeared  on  the  morning  (a.)  of  the  15th  on  the 
weftern  bank  of  the  Wateree,  and  captured  fome  waggons  with  rum 
and  ftores  below  Camden,  feveral  waggons  loaded  with  fick  and  tired 
ilght-lnfantry  foldiers  on  the  road  from  Ninety  Six,  and  the  efcorts  of 
loyal  militia  and  regulars  attending  each  convoy. 

(a.)  In  note  M.  (d.)  In  note  F,  (b.)  In  note  M.  (a.)  In  note  N. 

Lord 
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Lord  Cornwallis,  upon  his  arrival  with  the  army,  adopted  the  moft  Chap.  II. 
likely  meafures  to  obtain  intelligence  of  the  enemy's  force  and  pofition  ; 
he  likewife  diredled  his  attention  to  ftrengthen  the  Britifh  regiments 
and  provincial  corps,  by  muftering  the  abieft  convalefcents ;  and  he 
was  not  unmindful  of  his  cavalry.  Upon  application  from  Lieute- 
nant-colonel Tarleton,  he  ordered  all  the  horfes  of  the  army,  belong- 
ing both  to  regiments  and  departments,  to  be  affembled  :  The  beft 
were  felefted  for  the  fervice  of  the  cavalry,  and,  upon  the  proprietors 
receiving  payment,  they  were  delivered  up  to  the  Britifli  legion.  Thefe 
aftive  preparations  diffufed  animation  and  vigour  throughout  the  army. 

On  the  15th  the  principal  part  of  the  King's  troops  had  orders  to 
be  in  readinefs  to  march  :  In  the  afternoon  Earl  Cornwallis  defired 
Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  to  gain  circumftantial  intelligence,  by  in- 
tercepting a  patrole,  or  carrying  off  fome  prifoners,  from  an  American 
picket :  About  tea  miles  from  Camden,  on  the  road  to  Rugeley's 
mills,  the  advanced  guard  of  the  legion,  in  the  evening,  fecured  three 
American  foldiers  :  The  prifoners  reported,  that  they  came  from 
Lynche's  creek,  where  they  had  been  left  in  a  convalefcent  ftate,  and 
that  they  were  dire£led  to  join  the  American  army,  on  the  high  road, 
that  night,  as  General  Gates  had  given  orders  for  his  troops  to  move 
from  Rugeley's  mills  to  attack  the  Britifh  camp  next  morning  near 
Camden.  The  information  received  from  thefe  men  induced  Tarle- 
ton to  countermarch  before  he  was  difcovered  by  any  patrole  from  the 
enemy's  outpoft  :  The  three  prifoners  were  mounted  behind  dragoons, 
and  conveyed  with  fpeed  to  the  Britifli  army  :  When  examined  by 
Earl  Cornwallis,  their  flory  appeared  credible,  and  confirmed  all  the 
other  intelligence  of  the  day.  Orders  were  immediately  circulated  for 
the  regiments  and  corps,  defigned  for  a  forward  move,  to  ftand  to  their 
arms.     The   town,    the  magazine,    the  hofpital,    and  the  prifoners, 

were 
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Chap.  n.  Were  committed  to  the  care  of  Major  M'Arthur  with  a  fmall  body  of 
;provincials  and  miUtia,  and  the  vveakefl  convalefcents  of  the  army  : 
A  part  of  (e.)  the  63d  regiment,  who  had  been  fupplied  with  horfes 
at  Charles  town,  were  expedled  to  join  this  detachment  in  the  night, 
by  the  Nelfon's-ferry  road,  for  the  fecurity  of  Camden. 

* 
At  ten  o'clock  the  King's  troops  moved  from  their  ground,  and 
formed  their  order  of  march  on  the  main  road  to  Rugeley's  mills  : 
Lieutenant-colonel  Webfter  commanded  the  front  divifion  of  the  army: 
He  compofed  his  advanced  guard  of  twenty  legion  cavalry,  and  as  , 
many  mounted  infantry,  fupported  by  four  companies  of  light  infan- 
try, and  followed  by  the  23d  and  33d  regiments  of  foot.  The  center 
of  the  line  of  march  was  formed  of  Lord  Rawdon's  divifion,  which 
■confifted  of  the  volunteers  of  Ireland,  the  legion  infantry,  Hamilton's 
<;orps,  and  Colonel  Bryan's  refugees  :  The  two  battalions  of  the  71  ft 
regiment,  which  compofed  the  referve,  followed  the  fecond  divifion. 
Four  pieces  of  cannon  marched  with  the  divifions,  and  two  with  the 
referve  :  A  few  waggons  preceded  the  dragoons  of  the  legion,  who 
compofed  the  rear  guard. 

About  twelve  o'clock  the  line  of  march  was  fomewhat  broken,  in 
palling  Saunders'  creek,  five  miles  from  Camden.  A  fhort  halt  re- 
medied this  inconvenience,  and  the  royal  army  proceeded  in  a  compact 
ftate  with  inofl:  profound  filence.  A  little  after  two  the  advanced 
guard  of  the  Britifh  charged  the  head  of  the  American  column  :  The 
weight  of  the  enemy's  (L,)  fire  made  the  detachment  of  the  legion 
give  way  after  their  officer  was  wounded,  and  occafioned  the  light  in- 
fantry, the  23d  and  33d  regiments,  to  form  acrofs  the  road.     Muf- 

(e.)  In  note  Fi  (Lv)  Note  L» 

3  ketry 
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ketry  continued  on  both  fides  near  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  when  the  Chap.  II. 
two  armies,  finding  themfelves  oppofed  to  each  other,  as  if  aduated 
by  the  fame  prefent  feeUngs  and  future  intentions,  ceafed  firing.  On 
examining  the  guides,  and  the  people  of  the  country,  Eatl  CornwalHs 
difcovered  that  the  ground  the  Britifh  army  now  occupied  was  re- 
markably (f.)  favourable  to  abide  the  event  of  a  general  a6lion  againft 
the  fuperior  numbers  of  the  enemy  :  The  fortunate  fituation  of  twp 
fwamps,  which  narrowed  the  pofition,  fo  that  the  Englifli  army  could 
not  be  outflanked,  inflantly  determined  the  Britlfli  general  to  halt  the 
troops  upon  this  ground,  and  order  them  to  lie  down  to  wait  the  ap- 
proach of  day  :  Thefe  commands  were  executed  as  foon  as  a  few  fmall 
pickets  were  placed  in  the  front :  A  by-way,  beyond  the  morafs  upon 
the  left,  which  led  to  Camden,  gave  Earl  Cornwallis  for  a  (hort  time 
fome  uneafinefs,  left  the  enemy  fhould  pafs  his  flank  ;  but  the  vigilance 
of  a  fmall  party  in  that  qu'arter,  and  the  recolleftion  of  the  hazard  in- 
curred by  fuch  an  attempt,  foon  diffipated  his  jealoufy.  Except  a  few 
occafional  fhots  from  the  advanced  fentries  of  each  army,  a  filent  ex- 
pedlation  ufliered  in  the  morning. 

At  dawn  the  two  commanders  proceeded  to  make  their  refpeftive  ar-  Battle  near 

Camden. 

rangements  for  adion.  The  light  (g.)  infantry,  the  23d  and  33d  re- 
giments, under  Lieutenant-colonel  Webftcr,  formed  the  right  divifion, 
in  the  front  line,  of  the  Britifti  army  :  The  flank  was  covered  by  a 
fwamp  ;  the  left  extended  to  the  road.  The  other  divifion  of  the  front 
line,  confifting  of  the  volunteers  of  Ireland,  the  legion  infantry,  Ha- 
milton's corps,  and  Bryaii's  refugees,  was  commanded  by  Lord  Raw- 
don  :  The  flank  was  likewife  prote£led  by  a  morafs,  and  the  right 
.communicated  with  Webfter's  divifion.     Two  fix-pounders,  and  two 

{f.)  In  note  F.  (g.)  In  note  F. 

P  three 
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Chap,  II*  thrce-pounders,  were  placed  to  the  left  of  the  road,  under  the  orders 
of  Lieutenant  M'Leod.  The  71ft  regiment,  with  two  fix-pounders, 
formed  a  fecond  line  ;  one  battalion  in  the  rear  of  Webfter's,  the  other 
of  Lord  Rawdon's  divifion.  The  legion  cavalry  remained  in  column, 
on  account  of  the  thicknefs  of  the  woods,  to  the  right  of  the  main 
road,  clofe  to  the  firfl  battalion  of  the  71ft,  with  orders  to  ad  ofFen- 
lively  againft  the  enemy,  or  in  defence  of  the  Britifli  troops,  as  oppor- 
tunity offered,  or  neceffity  required.  The  Eritifh,  the  provincials,  and 
the  militia  of  the  royal  army,  officers  and  foldiers  inclufive,  amounted 
to  fomething  above  two  thoufand  men.  (G.) 

Before  daybreak  General  Gates  had  made  the  following  difpofitioii 
of  the  American  army,  confifting  of  two  thoufand  continentals,  and 
four  thoufand  flate  troops  and  militia.  Three  regiments  of  (c.)  the 
Maryland  line,  under  Brigadier-general  Gift,  formed  the  right  wing  : 
The  North-Carolina  and  Virginia  militia,  commanded  by  Generals 
Cafwall  and  Stevens,  compofed  the  left  wing  and  center.  Colonel 
Porterfield's  and  Major  Armftrong's  light  infantry  were  placed  in  the 
rear  of  the  Virginia  brigade  of  militia  :  Colonel  Armand  was  ordered 
to  fupport  the  left  with  his  cavalry.  The  firft  Maryland  brigade  and 
the  Delawar  regiment,  under  Brigadier-general  Smallwood,  formed  the 
fecond  line  and  referve.  The  principal  part  of  the  American  artillery 
was  ported  to  the  left  of  their  right  wing  of  continentals :  The  re- 
mainder was  placed  ia  the  road,  under  the  protedlion  of  their  referve. 

When  the  day  broke,  General  Gates,  not  approving  of  the  fituatioii 
of  Cafwall's  and  Stevens'  brigades,  was  proceeding  to  alter  their  (h.) 
pofition  :   The  circumftance  being  obferved  by  the  British,  was  re* 

<G,)  Note  G,  (c.)  In  note  M,  (h.)  In  note  F. 

ported 
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ported  to  Earl  Cornwallls,  who  inftantly,  in  perfon,  commanded  Chap.  II, 
Webfter's  divlfion  to  advance,  and  difpatched  the  fame  order,  by  an 
aid-de-camp,  to  Lord  Rawdon  on  the  left.  The  action  became  imme- 
diately general'along  the  front,  and  was  conteftedon  the  left  and  in  the 
center  with  great  firmnefs  and  bravery.  General  Glit  preferved  perfecft 
order  in  his  brigade,  and,  with  his  fmall  arms  and  artillery,  continued 
a  heavy  and  well-dire(3:ed  fire  upon  the  33d  regiment  and  the  whole  of 
the  left  divihon.  The  morning  (i.)  being  hazy,  the  fmoke  hung  over, 
and  involved  both  armies  in  fuch  a  cloud,  that  it  was  difficult  to  fee  or 
ellimate  the  defl:ru(ftion  on  either  fide.  Notwithftanding  the  refiftance, 
it  was  evident  the  Britifii  moved  forwards  :  The  light  infantry  and  the 
23d  regiment  being  oppofed  only  by  militia,  who  were  fomewhat  de- 
ranged by  General  Gates's  intended  alteration,  firft  broke  the  enemy's 
front  line,  which  advantage  they  judicioufly  followed,  not  by  purfuing 
the  fugitives,  but  by  wlieeling  on  the  left  flank  of  the  continentals, 
who  were  abandoned  by  their  militia.  The  contefl:  was  yet  fupported 
by  the  Maryland  brigades  and  the  Delawar  regiment,  when  a  part  of 
the  Britifh  cavalry,  under  Major  Hanger,  was  ordered  to  charge  their 
flank,  whilft  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton,  with  the  remainder  of  his 
regiment,  completed  their  confufion.  Baron  de  Kalbe,  on  the  right 
of  the  Americans,  being  ftill  ignorant  of  the  flight  of  their  left  wing 
and  center,  owing  to  the  thicknefs  of  the  air,  made  a  vigorous  charge 
with  a  regiment  of  continental  infantry  through  the  left  divifioia  of 
the  Britifh,  and  when  wounded  and  taken,  would  fcarcely  believe  that 
General  Gates  was  defeated. 

After  this  laft  effort  of  tlie  continentals,  rout  and  {laughter  en- 
fued  in  every  quarter.     Brigadier-general  Gifl  moved  off  with  about 

(i.)  In  note  F, 
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jChap.  II.  one  hundred  continentals  in  a  body,  by  wading  through  the  fvvamp  on 
the  right  of  the  American  pofition,  where  the  Britilh  cavalry  could 
not  follow  ;  tliis  was  the  only  party  that  retreated  in  a  compaft  ftate 
from  the  field  of  battle.  The  continentals,  the  flate  troops,  and  the 
militia,  abandoned  their  arms,  their  colours,  and  their  cannon,  to 
feek  protedion  in  flight,  or  to  obtain  it  from  the  clemency  of  the 
conquerors.  As  foon  as  the  rout  of  the  Americans  became  general, 
the  legion  dragoons  advanced  with  great  rapidity  towards  Rugeley's 
mills  :  On  the  road.  General  Rutherford,  with  many  other  officers 
and  men,  were  made  prifoners.  The  charge  and  purfuit  having  greatly 
difperfed  the  Britifli,  a  halt  was  ordered  •  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the 
ereek,  in  order  to  coiled:  a  fufficient  body  to  diflodge  Colonel  Armand 
and  his  corps,  who,  together  with  feveral  (e.)  officers,  were  employed 
in  rallying  the  militia  at  that  pafs,  and  in  fending  off  the  American 
baggage.  The  quick  junftion  of  the  fcattered  cavalry  counterafled  the 
defigns  of  the  enemy  :  Colonel  Armand's  dragoons  and  the  militia  dif- 
played  a  good  countenance,  but  were  foon  borne  down  by  the  rapid 
charge  of  the  legion  :  The  chafe  again  commenced,  and  did  not  ter- 
minate till  the  Americans  were  difperfed,  and  fatigue  overpowered. 
the  exertions  of  the  Britifh.  In  a  purfuit  of  twenty-two  miles,  (k.) 
many  prifoners  of  all  ranks,  twenty  ammunition  waggons,  (3.)  one 
hundred  and  fifty  carriages,  containing  the  baggage,  flores,  and  camp' 
equipage  of  the  American  array,  fell  into  the  hands  oft  he  vidtors. 

In  the  aftion  near  Camden,  the  killed,  wounded,  and  miffing  of  the- 
King's  (H.)  troops,  amounted  to  three  hundred  and  twenty-four,  offi=- 

(e.)  In  note  M.  (k.)  In  note  F.- 

(3.)  A  brafs  two  pounder  was  taken  in  one  of  the  waggons  J- the  carriage  being  da* 
niaged  in  the  night,  it  was  fent  to  the  baggagCo 
(H.)  Note  H, 
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cers  included.  The  deftrudion  fell  principally  upon  the  center,  owing  Chap.  II. 
to  the  well-direfted  fire  of  the  continentals,  and  the  execution  done 
by  the  American  artillery.  The  Americans  loft  feventy  officers,  two 
thoufand  men,  (killed,  wounded,  and  prifoners)  eight  pieces  (a.)  of 
cannon,  feveral  colours,  and  all  their  carriages  and  waggons,  contain- 
ing the  ftores,  ammunition,'  and  baggage,  of  the  whole  army. 
» 
On  reviewing  the  iftriking  circumftances  preceding  and  during  the 
battle,  the  conduft  of  Earl  Cornwallis  cannot  be  placed  in  a  clearer 
light  than  by  contrafting  it  with  that  of  his  opponent.  The  faults 
committed  by  the  American  commander,  during  his  fhort  campaign 
at  the  head  of  the  fouthern  army,  were  neither  unimportant  in  them- 
felves,  nor  inconfiderable  in  number.  The  firft  mlfconception  im- 
putable to  General  Gites,  was  the  not  breaking  in  upon  the  Britifh 
communications  as  foon  as  he  arrived  near  Lynche's  creek.  The 
move  up  the  creek,  and  from  thence  to  Camden,  was  prafbicable  and 
eafy  before  the  King's  troops  were  concentered  at  that  place ;  or  he 
might,  without  the  fmalleft  difficulty,  have  occupied  a  ftrong  pofition 
on  Saunders'  creek,  five  miles  from  Camden,  before  Earl  Cornwallis 
joined  the  royal  forces.  His  fecond  error  was  moving  an  army,  con- 
fifting  of  young  corps  and  undifciplined  militia,  in  the  night ;  A  ma- 
noeuvre always  to  be  avoided  with  troops  of  that- defcription,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  an  enterprifing  enemy  ;  and  only  to  be  ha/arded, 
when  regiments  are  perfedly  officered,  and  Well  trained.  His  third, 
miftake  was  in  the  difpofition  of  his  army  before  the  a£lion  :  If  the 
militia  had  been  formed  into  one  line,  in  front  of  the  continentals, 
they  would  have  galled  the  Britifh. in  the  wood,  when  approaching  to 
attack  the  main  body  :  Or,  if  the  militia  had  been  kept,  totally  fepa- 

(a.)  In  note  I. 

rate 
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Chap.  II.  rate  from  the  continentals,  and  too  much  confidence  had  not  heeii 
placed  in  them,  perhaps  that  confufion  in  part  of  the  Maryland  line, 
owing  to  the  early  flight  of  Cafwall's  brigade,  had  never  happened. 
His  laft  and  greatefl  fault,  was  attempting  to  make  an  alteration  in  the 
difpofition  the  inftant  the  two  armies  were  going  to  engage  ;  which 
circumflance  could  not  efeape  the  notice  of  a  vigilant  enemy,  who  by 
a  Ikilful  and  fudden  attack  threw  the  American  left  wing  into  a  ftate 
of  confufion,  from  which  it  never  recovered.  The  favourable  oppor- 
tunities which  prefented  themfel^es  to  Earl  Cornwallis  during  the 
march  and  the  aftion,  were  feized  with  judgement,  and  profecuted 
with  vigour  ;  a  glorious  vidory  crowned  the  defigns  of  the  general,, 
.and  the  exertions  of  the  troops. 

Immediately  after  the  adllon  every  poffible  affiftance  was  given 
to  the  wounded  of  both  parties  :  The  loyal  militia  were  ordered  to  ex- 
plore the  adjacent  woods,  and  to  coUeft  the  difabled  :  Waggons  were 
afterwards  affembled,  in  which  they  were  placed  with  care,  in  order  to 
follow  the  principal  part  of  the  Britifh  army,  which  fell  back  to  its  po- 
rtion at  Camden.  Lord  Cornwallis,  with  the  light  and  legion  infan- 
try, and  the  23d  regiment,  moved  forwards  to  Rugeley's  mills,  where 
he  was  joined  in  the  afternoon  by  the  legion  cavalry,  on  their  return 
from  Hanging  rock. 

Though  the  late  viftory  was  complete,  and  the  principal  army  of 
the  Americans  was  defeated,  there  yet  remained  in  South  Carolina 
fome  troops  under  Colonel  Sumpter,  well  furnifhed  with  arms,  and 
.provided  with  cannon.  The  vicinity  of  their  fituation  to  the  late  fcene 
of  adlion,  equally  afforded  them  opportunity  to  give  refuge  to  the  fu- 
gitives, and  to  augment  their  own  numbers.  The  river  Wateree, 
which  had  feparated  General  Gates  and  Colonel  Sumpter,  abounded 
I  with 
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with  public  ferrys  and  private  boats,  befides  being  fordable  in  many  Chap.  II. 
places.  It  was  not  to  befuppofed  but  that  Sumpter  had  early  hiforma- 
tion  of  the  late  misfortune,  and  that  he  would  avail  himfelf  of  his 
knowledge  of  the  country  to  protect  his  difperfed  friends,  and  to  fe- 
cure  his  own  retreat.  The  neceffity  of  beating  or  driving  this  corps 
out  of  the  province  was  fo  evident,  that  Earl  Cornwallis  difpatched  an 
order  on  the  evening  of  the  i6th  to  Lieutenant-colonel  Turnbull,  to 
move  inftantly  with  the  New- York  volunteers,  Major  Fergufon's  de- 
tachment, and  the  loyal  militia,  in  purfuit  of  Colonel  Sumpter.  The 
light  Infantry,  (1.)  and  the  Britlfh  legion,  who  were  exhaufted  by  the 
fatlgvxe  of  the  preceding  night's  march,  and  by  the  a£lion  and  purfuit 
of  the  day,  alfo  received  orders  to  be  in  readlnefs  to  move  early  next 
morning.  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  was  defired  to  harafs  or  firike 
at  Colonel  Sumpter,  as  he  fhould  find  it  moft  advifable  when  he  ap- 
proached him  :  For  this  purpofe  he  directed  his  courfe  next  morning 
through  the  woods,  with  three  hundred  and  fifty  men  and  one  piece  of 
cannon,  and  marched  up  the  eaft  fide  of  the  Wateree,  intending  to  pafs 
it  at  or  near  Rocky  mount :  Upon  the  route  he  picked  up  about  twenty 
fcattered  continentals,  and  in  the  afternoon  he  gained  .intelligence  that 
Colonel  Sumpter  was  retreating  along  the  weflern  bank  of  the  river. 
Tarleton  made  no  alteration  in  his  plan,  but  continued  his  march  to 
the  ferry  facing  Rocky  mount  :  On  his  arrival  at  dufk,  he  perceived 
the  enemy's  fires  about  a  mile  diftant  from  the  oppofite  fliore  :  Imme- 
diate care  was  taken  to  fecure  the  boats,  and  inftant  orders  were  given 
to  the  light  troops  to  pafs  the  night  without  fires.  No  alarm  happened, 
and  at  daybreak  it  was  apparent  that  the  Americans  had  decamped  :; 
Some  of  the  Britlfh  vedettes  and  fentries  reported  at  dawn  that  they 
could  difcover  the  rear  guard  of  the  enemy  quitting  Rocky  mount,  - 


(1.)  In  note  F. 
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Chap.  II.  Tarletoii  inftatitly  detached  Captain  Campbell,  of  the  light  Infantry, 
with  a  fmall  party  acrofs  the  river,  with  infl:ru(5tions  to  hold  out  a 
.white  handkerchief  on  Rocky  mount,  if  Colonel  Sumpter  continued 
his  route  up  the  Wateree  :  In  the  mean  time,  prejiarations  were  made 
for  paffing  the  river :  Captain  Campbell,  on  his  arrival  at  Rocky 
mount,  took  a  prifoner,  and  displayed  the  appointed  llgnal :  The  boats, 
with  the  three-pounder  and  the  infantry.  Immediately  pufhed  off,  and 
the  cavalry  crofled  the  part  which  was  not  fordable  by  fwimming. 
After  the  paflage  was  efFe£led,  a  patrole  of  legion  dragoons  was  di- 
redled  to  proceed  a  few  miles  to  the  weftward,  to  inquire  after  Turn- 
bull  and  Pergufon  ;  but  no  intelligence  was  obtained. 

In  the  mean  time,  Colonel  Sumpter,  with  his  detachment,  confift- 
ing  of  one  hundred  continentals,  (d.)  feven  hundred  militia,  and  two 
pieces  of  cannon,  direded  his  march  towards  the  fords  near  the  Ca- 
tawba fettlement,  where  he  intended  to  pafs  the  river,  in  order  to  take 
a  pofition  eligible  for  his  own  numbers,  and  well  adapted  to  receive  the 
fugitives  of  the  American  army.  This  officer,  fuice  the  period  that  he 
received  reinforcement  from  General  Gates,  had  been  fortunate  in  his 
operations  :  He  had  taken  above  one  hundred  Britifli  foldiers,  he  had 
fecured  one  hundred  and  fifty  loyal  American  militia,  and  he  had  cap- 
tured near  fifty  waggons  loaded  with  arms,  ilores,  and  ammunition. 
Information  was  obtained  at  Rocky  mount.,  that  thefe  trophies  of  fuc- 
cefs  were  in  Sumpter's  poffeffion,  and  under  the  efcort  of  his  advanced 
guard:  The  impoffibility  of  reaching  that  part  of  his  corps,  without 
the  knowledge  of  the  main  body,  determined  Lieutenant -colonel 
Tarleton  to  hang  upon  the  rear,  and  watch  an  opportunity  of  attempt- 
ing fomethlng  In  that  quarter:  He  was  fenfible  that  no  alarm  had  been 

(d.)  In  note  M. 
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given,  and  that  no  jealoufy  could  yet  be  entertained  of  his  having  Chap.  II. 
pafled  the  Wateree.  Thefe  incidents,  which  at  fiift  fight  appeared  fo 
favourable,  were  nearly  counterbalanced  by  the  diligence  of  Sumpter's 
march,  by  the  exhaufled  condition  of  the  Britifh  light  troops,  by  the 
intenfe  heat  of  the  day,  and  by  the  ground  yet  to  be  gained  before  an 
attack  could  take  place.  When  Tarletoti  arrived  at  Fifliing  creek  at 
twelve  o'clock,  he  found  the  greateft  part  of  his  command  over- 
powered by  fatigue  ;  the  corps  co-uld  no  longer  be  moved  forwards  in 
a  eompaft  and  ferviceable  ftate :  He  therefore  determined  to  feparate 
the  cavalry  and  infantry  moft  able  to  bear  farther  hardfhip,  to  follow 
the  enemy,  whilft  the  remainder,  with  the  three  pounder,  took  poft 
Gil  an  advantageous  piece  of  ground,  in  order  to  refrefh  themfelves, 
and  cover  the  retreat  in  cafe  of  accident. 

The  number  fele£led  to  continue  the  purfuit  did  not  exceed  one 
hundred  legion  dragoons  and  fix ty  foot  fol-diers :  The  light  infantry 
furuifhed  a  great  proportion  of  the  latter.  This  detachment  moved 
forwards  with  great  circumfpeftion :  No  intelligence,  except  the 
recent  tracks  upon  the  road,  occurred  for  five  miles.  Two  of  the 
enemy's  vedettes,  who  were  concealed  behind  fome  43uflies,  fired  upon 
the  advanced  guard  as  it  entered  a  valley  and  killed  a  dragoon  of  the 
legion  :  A  circumftance  which  irritated  the  foremoft  of  his  comrades 
to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they  difpatched  the  two  Americans  with  their 
fabres  before  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  could  interpofe,  or  any  in- 
formation be  obtained  refpeding  Colonel  Sumpter.  A  ferjeant  and 
^our  men  of  the  Britifh  leg4on  foo-n  afterwards  approached  the  fummit 
of  the  neighbouring  eminence,  where  inftantly  halting,  they  crouched 
ijpon  their  horfes,  and  made  a  fignal  to  their  commanding  officer. 
Tarleton  rode  forwards  to  the  advanced  guard,  and  plainly  difcovered 
oyer  the  creft  of  the  hill  the  front  of  the  American  camp,  perfedly 

Q_  quiet. 
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CiiAr.  II,   quiet,  and  not   the  leafl  alarmed  by  the  fire  of  the  vedettes.     The 

decifion,  and  the  preparation   for  the  attack,  were  momentary.     The 

Aaion  near    cavalry  and  infantry  were  formed  into  one  line,  and,  giving  a  general 

the  Catawba  .     . 

tords.  fliout,  advanced   to  the  charge.     The  arms  (a.)  and  artillery  of  the 

continentals  were  fecured  (a,)  before  the  men  could  be  aflembled  : 
Univerfal  (m.)  confternation  immediately  enfued  throughout  the 
'  camp  ;  fome  oppofition  was,  however,  made  from  behind  the  wag- 
gons, in  front  of  the  militia.  The  numbers,  and  extenfive  encamp- 
ment of  the  enemy,  occafioned  feveral  confli6ts  before  the  a<Sl:ion  was 
decided.  At  length,  the  releafe  of  the  regulars  and  the  loyal  militia, 
^  who  were  confined  in  the  rear  of  the  Americans,  enabled  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Tarleton  to  flop  the  flaughter,  and  place  guards  over  the  pri- 
foners. 

The  purfuit  could  not  with  propriety  be  puOied  very  far,  the  quan- 
tity of  prifoners  upon  the  fpot  demanding  the  immediate  attention  of 
great  part  of  the  light  troops.  Lieutenant -colonel  Tarleton  loft  no 
time  in  fending  for  the  detachment  left  at  Fifhing  creek,  thinking  this 
additional  force  neceffary  to  repvilfe  any  attempt  the  enemy  might 
make  to  refcue  their  friends.  All  the  men  he  could  affemble  were 
likewife  wanted  to  give  afliftance  to  the  wounded,  and  to  take  charge 
of  the  prifoners  ;  the  troops  who  had  gained  this  aiflion  having  a  juft 
claim  to  fome  relaxation,  in  order  to  refrefh  themfelves  after  their  late 
vigorous  exertions. 

Captain  Charles  Campbell,  (n.)  who  commanded  the  light  infan- 
try, was  unfortunately  killed  near  the  end  of  the  affair.  His  death 
cannot  be  mentioned  without  regret.     He  was  a  young  officer,  whofe 

(a.)  In  note  P.  (a.)  In  note  O.  (m.)  In  note  F.  (n.)  In  note  F. 

condu(fl; 
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toudutl   and   abilities  afforded  the  moft    flattering   profpedb   that  he  Chaf.  ll. 
would  be  an  honour  to  his  country.     The  lofs,  otherwife,  on  the  fide 
of  the  Britifli  was  inconfiderable ;    fifteen  non-commiffioned  officers 
and  men,  and  twenty  horfes,  were  killed  and  wounded. 

Colonel  Sumpter,  who  had  taken  off  part  of  his  clothes  on  ac- 
count of  the  heat  of  the  weather,  in  that  fituation,  amidlt  the  general 
confufion,  made  his  efcape  :  One  hundred  and  fifty  (o.)  of  his  officers 
and  foldiers  were  killed  and  wounded  ;  ten  continental  officers  and  one 
hundred  men,  many  militia  officers,  and  upwards  of  two  hundred 
privates*,  were  made  prifoners  ;  two  three  pounders,  two  ammunition 
waggons,  one  thoufand  fland  of  arms,  forty-four  carriages,  loaded 
with  baggage,  rumj  and  other  flores,  fell  into  the  poflfeffion  of  the 
BritiOi. 

The  pofiiion  occupied  by  the  Americans  was  eligible  and  advanta- 
geous ;  but  the  fuppofed  diflance  of  the  King's  troops  occafioned  a  neg- 
ligence in  their  look  out,  and  lulled  them  into  fatal  feeurity.  Some 
explanationj  however,  received  after  the  adion,  greatly  diminifhed  the 
miflakes  which  Colonel  Sumpter  feemed  to  have  committed  :  It  ap- 
peared upon  inquiry  that  he  had  fent  patroles  to  examine  the  road  to- 
wards Rocky  mount ;  but,  fortunately  for  the  Britifh,  they  had  not 
proceeded  far  enough  to  difcover  their  approach  :  It  was  evident  like- 
wife  that  he  had  demanded  the  caufe  of  the  two  fhots,  and  that  an 
officer  jufl  returned  from  the  advanced  fentries  had  reported,  that  the 
militia  were  firing  at  cattle  :  A  common  pra£tice  in  the  American 
camp.  In  one  word,  the  indefatigable  perieverance  of  the  Britifh 
light  troops  obtained  them  a  mofl  brilliant  advantage  when  their  hopes 

(0.)  In  note  F. 
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Chap,  II.  and  ftrength  were  nearly  exhaufted.  The  wounded  being  drefled,  and 
the  arms  and  prifoners  beuig  coUeded,  the  legion  and  light  infan- 
try commenced  their  march  towards  Camden.  The  three  following 
days  finifhed  their  toilfome  duty,  when  their  fervices  were  rewarded  by 
the  approbation  of  Earl  Cornwallis,  and  the  acclamations  of  their  fel- 
low foldiers. 


NOTES 
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NOTES 


TO       THE 


SECOND  CHAPTER, 


(  N  O  T  E      A. ) 

^xtraSi  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant-general  Earl  Cornwallis  to  Sir  Henry 
Clinton,  dated  Charles  town.  South  Carolina,  June  ^o,  1780. 

X  HE  fubmiflion  of  General  Williamfon  (a.)  at  Ninety  Six,  whofe  Notes  to  Ae 
capitulation  I  enclofe  with  Captain  Paris's  letter,  and  the  difperfion  of    Chapter. 
a  party  of  rebels,  who  had  aflembled  at  an  iron  work  on  the  north-weft 
border  of  the  province,  by  a  detachment  of  dragoons  and  militia  from 
Lieutenant-colonel  Turnbull,  put   an   end  to  all  refiftance  in  South 
Carolina. 

I  HAVE  agreed  to  a  propofal  made  by  Mr.  Harrifon,  (c),  toraife  a- 
provincial    corps  of   five  hundred  men,  with  the  rank  of  major,  to 
be  compofed  of  the  natives  of  the  country  between  the-  Pedee  and 
Wateree,  and  in  which  it  is  at  prefent  extremely  probable  that  he  wiii 
fucceed. 

I.  HAVE 
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Notes  to  the      I  HAVE  cflabllflied  the  moft  fatisfa6toiy  correfpondence,  and  havf 

Second 

;^  Chapter,  feen  feveral  people  of  credit  and  undoubted  fidelity  from  North  Caro- 
lina. Ti-ity  all  agree  in  the  aflurances  of  the  good  difpofition  of  a 
confiderable  body  of  the  inhabitants,  and  of  the  impofTibility  of  fub- 
lifting  a  body  of  troops  in  that  country  till  the  harveft  is  over.  This 
reafon,  the  heat  of  the  fummer,  and  the  unfettled  Hate  of  South  Caro- 
lina, all  concurred  to  convince  me  of  the  neceflity  of  poftponing  (b.) 
ofFenfive  operations  on  that  fide  until  the  latter  end  of  Augufl,  or  be- 
ginning of  September  ;  and,  in  confequence,  I  fent  emiffaries  to  the 
leading  perfons  amongft:  our  friends,  recommending,  in  the  ftrongeft 
terms,  that  they  fhould  attend  to  tlieir  harveft,  prepare  provifions,  and 
remain  quiet  till  the  King's  troops  were  ready  to  enter  the  province. 

Notwithstanding  thefe  precautions,  1  am  forry  to  fay,  that  a 
confiderable  number  of  loyal  inhabitants  of  Tryon  county,  encou- 
raged and"  headed  by  a  Colonel  (d.)  Moore,  rofe  on  the  i8th  infiant, 
without  order  or  caution,  and  were  in  a  few  days  defeated  by  Gene- 
ral Rutherford  with  fome  lofs. 


(NOTE      B. ) 

Extradl  of  a  letter  from  huutenmit-general  "Earl  Cornwallis  to  Sir  Henry 
Clinton,  dated  Charles  toivn,  July  14,   1780. 

SINCE  my  arrival  at  this  placej  I  have  been  employed  in  the 
internal  (a.)  regulations  of  the  province,  and  fettling  the  militia  of  the 
lower  diflrifts,  both  of  which  are  in  great  forwardnefs  ;  and  I  have 
kept  up  a  continual  correfpondence  with  the  frontiers,  and  the  inter- 
nal 
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nal  parts  of  North  Carolina,  where  the  afpedt  of  affairs  is  not  fo  peace-  Notes  to  the 
able  as  when  I  wrote  laft.     Major-general  de  Kalbe  (c.)  is  certainly  at     Chapter. 
Hilliljorough,  with  two  thoufand  continental  troops,  including  fome 
cavalry,  and  faid  to  be  preparing  to  advance  to  Salifbury  :  Porterfield' 
Is  in  the  neighbourhood   of  Saliibury,   with  three  hundred  Virginians ; 
and   Rutherford,  with  fome  militia,  with   him:    Cafwall,  with   one 
thoufand  five  hundred  militia,  is  marched  from  Crofs  creek  to  Deep 
river,  between  Hillfborough  and  Salifbury ;,  and  Sumpter,  with  about 
the  fame  number  of  militia,  is  advanced  as  far  as  the  Catawba  fettle- 
ment.     Lord  Rawdon   reports  to    me,,  that  many  of  the  difafFeded- 
South  Carolinians,  from  the  Wacfaw,  and   other  fettlements  on  the 
frontier,  whom  he  has  put  on  parole,  have  availed  themfelves  of  the 
general  releafe.  of,  the  20th  of  June,  and  have  joined  General  Sumpter.. 

Accounts  from  Virginia,  through  different"  channels,  fay,  that 
two  thoufand  five  hundred  of  their  militia  had  followed  De  Kalbe  ; . 
that  the  affembly  had  voted  five  thoufand  men  to  be  immediately 
drafted  to  ferve  as  a  corps  of  obfervation,  and  had  vefled  their  governor 
with  abfolute  power  during  their  recefs*  The  government  of  North 
Carolina  is  likewife  making  great  exertions  to  raife  troops,  and  perfe- 
cuting  our  friends  in  the  mofl  cruel  manner  ;.  in  confequence  of  which,.. 
Colonel  Bryan,  although  he  had  promifed.  to  wait  for  my  orders,  lofl 
all  patience,  and  rofe  with  about  eight  hundred  (b.)  men  on  the  Yad- 
kin ;.  and,  by  a  difficult  and  dangerous  march,  joined  Major  M'Arthur 
on  thebordersof  Anfon  county  :  About  two  thirds  only  of  his  people 
were  armed,,  and  thofe  Lbelieve  but  indifferently. . 

The  effects  of  the  exertions  which  the  enemy  are  making  in  thofb 
two  provinces,    will,  I  make  no   doubt,  be  exaggerated  to  us.     To  ■ 
enable  me  to  begin  firfl,  I  am  ufing  every  pofiible  dlfpatch  in  tranf- 
3  porting 
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Notes  to  the  porting  to  Camden,  rum,  fait,  regimental  ftores,  arms,  and  ammu- 

Sccoiid  .   .  ,  .  1  n~  1  r     1 

.Chapter,  nition,  which,  on  account  of  the  diftance  and  excellive  heat  of  the 
feafon,  is  a  work  of  infinite  labour,  and  requires  confiderable  time. 
In  the  mean  while,  the  meafures  Ihave  directed  Lord  Rawdon  to  take, 
will,  I  truft,  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  the  enemy  to  ftrike  a  blow  at 
sny  of  our  detachments,  or  to  make  any  confiderable  inroads  into  tliis 
province.  I  have  (d.)  the  fatisfaftion  to  aflure  your  excellency,  that 
the  numbers  and  difpofitious  of  our  militia  equal  my  rnoii  fanguine 
expectations, 

I  HAVE  agreed  to  the  propofal  of  Mr.  Cunninghame,  in  Ninety-fix 
<di{lri£t,  to  raife  a  corps  on  the  footing  of  Major  Harrifon's. 


(NOTE      .C.) 

'JExtradl  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant-general  Earl  Cornwallis  to  Sir  Henry 
Clinton,  dated  Charles  town,  July  15,    1780. 

I  HAVE  juft  received  intelligence  from  Eord  Rawdon,  that  De 
'Kalbe  has  certainly  joined  Cafwall  (b.)  at  Coxes'  plantation  on  Deep 
river  ;  his  lordfhip  in  confequence  has  withdrawn  Major  M'Arthur's 
detachment  over  the  Black  creek,  when  he  means  to  join  him  with 
two  battalions,  and  poft  Lieutenant-colonel  Webfler  on  Hanging-rock 
creek.  This  will  make  his  fituation  pretty  compad  ;  but  I  fear  the 
enemy  will  make  incurfions  into  the  country.  I  propofe  going  down 
in  a  few  days.  Although  you  will  eafi'.y  imagine,  that  arrangements 
liere  are  much  wanted,  and  that  I  can  be  but  ill  fpared,  the  other 
"bufinefs  is,  however, 'the  moft  prefling. 

,J  'JLOJRD 
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Lord  Rawdon  like  wife  iiiclofed  to  me  a  letter  from  Lieutenant- Notos  to  tUe 
colonel  Turnbull,  (a.)  at  Rocky  mount,  on  the  weft  bank  of  the  Chapter. 
Wateree,  thirty  miles  from  Camden,  who  reports,  that  having  heard 
that  fome  of  the  violent  rebels,  about  thirty  miles  in  his  front,  had 
returned  to  their  plantations,  and  were  encouraging  the  people  to  join 
them,  he  fent  Captain  Huck  of  the  legion,  with  a  detachment  of 
about  thirty  or  forty  of  that  corps,  twenty  mounted  men  of  the  New- 
York  volunteers,  and  iixty  militia,  to  feize  or  drive  them  away. 
Captain  Huck,  encouraged  by  meeting  with  no  oppolition,  encamped 
in  an  unguarded  manner,  was  totally  furprifed  and  routed.  The 
captain  was  killed,  and  only  twelve  of  the  legion,  and  as  many  of  the 
militia,  efcaped. 


(NOTE      D.  ) 

SOUTH      CAROLINA. 

By  the  Right  Honourable  Charles  Earl  Cortiwallls,  Lieutenant-general  of 
His  Majejiy's  forces y  tic.  &c.  &c. 

PROCLAMATION. 

WHEREAS  it  hath  been  reprefented  unto  me,  that  fome  li- 
centious and  evil-difpofed  perfons  have  lately  drove  away,  from  the 
plantations  of  feveral  of  the  inhabitants  in  this  province,  the  cattle 
which  were  upon  the  fame,  falfely  afferting,  that  they  were  properly 
authorized  fo  to  do,  to  the  great  lofs  and  injury  of  the  proprietors  of 
the  faid  cattle ;  in  order  that  a  flop  may  be  put  to  fo  iniquitous  and 
unjuft  a  pradice,  I  do,  by  this  my  proclamation,  moft  ftridly  prohibit 
and  forbid  the  fame  ;  and  I  do  hereby  give  notice,  that  if  any  perfon 

R  or 
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Notes  to  th«   or  perfons  fhall   hereafter  ofFeud  therein,  he  or  they  fhall  not  only  be 

Secoiul  ^     .     ,       . 

Chapter,  compelled  to  make  recompence  and  fatistadion  to  the  owners  of  cattle 
drove  away,  but  fhall  he  farther  puniihed  in  a  manner  that  an  offence 
of  To  great  enormity  and  evil  example  doth  deferve.  And  the  more 
effecflually  to  prevent  complaints  and  irregularities  in  future,  I  do 
hereby  give  notice,  that  whenever  a  future  exigency  may  render  it 
neceflary  to  imprefs,  for  the  ufe  of  His  Majefty's  troops,  any  cattle, 
the  field  officers  of  the  militia  of  the  diftrid  will  receive  the  proper 
orders,  and  be  authorized  to  caufe  the  fame  to  be  done  ;  and  no  per- 
fons whatever,  except  thole  afting  under  their  authority,  are,  upon 
any  pretence,  to  interfere  therein  ;  and  all  perfons  whatever  are  hereby 
moil  ftridly  required  to  pay  a  due  obedience  to  this  proclamation,  as 
they  will  anfwer  the  contrary  at  their  peril. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  Charles  town,  the  eighteenth  day  of 
July,  Anno  Domini  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty,  and  in 
the  twentieth  year  of  His  Majefty's  reign. 

(Signed)  CORNWALLIS. 

By  his  lordfhip's  command, 

(Signed)  A.  Ross,  Aid-de-camp. 


From  the  South-Carolina  Gazette^  dated  Charles  town,  July  27,  1780. 

By  the  Right  Honourable  Charles  Earl  CornwalUsy  'Lieutenant-general  of 
His  Mi^ejiy^s  forces,  &c. 

A      PROCLAMATION. 

WHEREAS  a  memorial  hath  been  prefented  unto  me  by  fundry 
perfons,  who  have  been  heretofore  concerned  in  carrying  on  the  trade 

and 
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and  merchandize  of  this  provhice,  fetting  forth,  "That,  in  con  fe- Notes  to  the 
"  quence  of  their  former  dealings,  they  are  indebted  unto  feveral  Chapter. 
"  merchants  and  manufafturers  in  Great  Britain,  in  large  fums  of 
'*  money,  which  they  are  anxious  to  difcharge  as  faft  as  poffible,  and 
*'  that  there  are  now  in  this  province,  over  and  above  what  will  be 
"  wanted  for  the  confumption  of  the  army  and  inhabitants,  feveral 
"  thoufand  barrels  of  rice,  and  alfo  other  ufual  articles  of  produce,  to 
"  a  very  confiderable  amount,  which,  if  they  are  permitted  to  be 
"  fhlpped  to  Great  Britain,  would  be  applied  to  that  purpofe,  but  if 
"  detained  in  the  country,  will,  from  their  perifliable  nature,  greatly 
*'  dlminifh  in  value."  And  they  have  therefore  prayed,  that  I  would 
grant  them  my  permiflion  to  export  the  fame  to  Great  Britain,  under 
fuch  regulations  and  reflriftions  as  may  be  thought  fit  to  be  efla- 
blifhed.  And  whereas,  upon  due  confideration  it  hath  appeared  to 
me,  that  it  will  be  fit  and  expedient  to  grant  the  prayer  of  the  faid 
memorial,  I  do,  by  this  my  proclamation,  notify  and  declare,  that 
permiffion  will  from  henceforth  be  granted  to  His  Majefty's  faithful 
and  loyal  fubjecls,  to  export  to  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  for  the  pur- 
pofe above  mentioned,  fo  much  of  the  rice  now  remainuig  in  the 
country,  and  alfo  fuch  other  articles  of  produce  as  may  be  lawfully 
exported,  and  will  not  be  wanted  for  the  ufe  of  the  army,  navy,  or 
inhabitants  ;  fubjeft  neverthelefs  unto,  and  under  fuch  rules,  regula- 
tions, and  reftriaions,  as  it  hath  been  found  neceflary  to  fubftitute 
and  fuperadd  to  thofe  fpecified  and  direded  by  the  proclamation  iffued 
by  His  Excellency  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  on  the  twenty-feventh  day  of 
May  laft.  And  all  mafters  of  veflels,  and  other  perfons,  are  hereby 
cautioned  againfl:  receiving  on  board  any  merchandize  or  effecSts  which 
may  belong  to  prifoners,  either  upon  parole  or  under  confinement,  or 
to  any  others  whatfoever,  except  His  Majefty's  loyal  fubjeds,  as  their 
veflels  will  thereby  be  rendered  liable  to  confifcation,   and  themfelves 

R  2  to 
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Second 

Chapter.    With  the  rIgour  fo  criminal  a  condud  doth  deferve. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  Charles  town,  the  twenty-fecond  day  of 
July,  Anno  Domini  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty,  and  in 
the  twentieth  year  of  His  Majefty's  reign. 

(Signed)  CORNWALLIS. 

By  his  lordfhip's  command, 

(Signed)  A.  Ross,  Aid-de-camp. 


SOUTH      CAROLINA. 

By  the  Right  Honourable  Charles  Earl  Cornwallls,  Lieutenant-general  of 
His  Majejiys  forces,  &c. 

PROCLAMATION. 

WHEREAS  it  hath  been  reprefented  unto  me,  that  fome  of 
the  inhabitants  of  this  province  have  endeavoured  to  difpofe  of  great 
part  of  their  property,  and  intended  to  remove  with  their  efFefts  out 
of  the  limits  of  His  Majefty's  government,  whereby  the  merchants  in 
Great  Britain,  and  other  lawful  creditors,  may  be  greatly  injured  and 
defrauded  of  the  juft  debts  which  are  due  to  them  ;  and  for  many 
other  reafons,  the  fame  ought  not  at  prefent  to  be  permitted  :  I  do 
therefore,  by  this  my  proclamation,  flridly  forbid  all  perfons  what- 
ever, from  felling  or  difpofing  of,  or  from  offering  to  fale  or  difpofal, 
any  lands,  houfes,  or  negroes,  without  having  firft  obtahied  a  licenfe 
fo  to  do  from  the  commandant  of  Charles  town,  who  in  fit  and  rea- 
fonable  cafes  will  grant  the  fame  ;  and  all  houfes,  -lands,  or  negroes, 

which 


SOUTHERN     PROVINCES      OF      NORTH      AMERICA.  I2j 

which  fhall  hereafter  be  fold,  or  otherwife  dlfpofed  of,  without  fuch  Notes  to  the 

Second 

licenfe,  will  be  feized  and  fequeftered.  And  whereas  the  privileges  Chapter. 
and  advantages  incident  to  the  trade  and  commerce  which  is  carried 
on  in  this  province,  are  by  law  limited  to,  and  ought  to  be  exclu- 
fively  enjoyed  by.  His  Majefty's  liege  and  faithful  fubjefts  ;  yet,  ne- 
verthelefs,  perfons  who  are  prifoners  have  prefumed  to  interfere 
therein,  and  have  opened  (hops  for  the  purpofe  of  carrying  on  trade 
and  commerce  in  Charles  town  :  All  fuch  perfons  are  hereby  cautioned 
againfl;  continuing  fuch  pradices ;  and  if,  in  future,  they  do  not  defifk 
therefrom,  their  goods  and  merchandize  will  be  feized  and  forfeited; 
and  all  au£liojieers  and  vendue  mafters,  or  other  perfons,  are  hereby 
ftriiflly  enjoined  from  carrying  on  any  trade,  or  felling,  or  difpofing 
of  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandize,  on  account  of,  or  for  the  bene- 
fit of  fuch  perfons,  upon  pain  of  having  their  licenfe  taken  fron:i 
them,  or  being  otherwife  dealt  with  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
cafe.  Provided,  ueverthelefs,  that  nothing  is  hereby  to  be  conftrued 
to  extend  to  prevent  bakers,  butchers,  or  any  handicraft  tradefman, 
manufafturer,  or  labourer,  from  exercifmg  or  carrying  on  their  ufual 
and  accuftomed  occupations  and  employments.  And  as  fundry  perfons 
may  clandeftinely  withdraw  themfelves  from  this  province,  to  the 
prejudice  of  His  Majefty's  fervice,  and  injury  of  their  lawful  creditors, 
I  do  hereby,  in  the  moft  ftrid  manner,  prohibit  and  forbid  all  mafters 
of  tranfports,  or  other  veflels  employed  in  His  Majefty's  fervice,  from 
receiving  on  board,  or  carrying  away  any  perfons  whatever,  either 
white  or  black,  except  the  crew  they  brought  with  them,  unlefs  they 
fhall  receive  a  written  paffport  or  permilfion  from  the  commandant  of 
Charles  town  for  that  purpofe.  And  the  more  effedually  to  prevent 
the  fame  being  done  in  the  veflels  employed  in  the  trade  and  com- 
merce of  the  country,  the  mailers  of  all  fuch  veflels  are  hereby  or- 
dered to  comply  with  the  diredions  fpecified  in  two  adls  of  the  gene- 
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Second 

Chapter.  "  of  veffels  ;"  and  the  other,  "  An  additional  a6l  to  an  a6l  for  the 
"  entry  of  vefTels,"  upon  pain  of  being  profecuted  for  the  penalties 
infli£led  by  the  faid  ads,  in  cafe  of  their  neglefl  or  refufal. 

Given  -under  my  hand,  at  Charles  town,  the  twenty-fifth  day  of 
July,  Anno  Domini  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty,  and  in 
the  twentieth  year  of  His  Majefty's  reign. 

(Signed)  CORNWALLIS. 

By  his  lordihip's  command, 

(Signed)  A.  Ross,  Aid-de-carap, 


(NOTE      E. ) 

TLxtradi  of  a  letter  from  'Lieutenant-general  Earl  Cornwallis  to  Sir  Henry 
Clinton,  dated  Charles  town,  Augujl  dth,  1780. 

THE  general  ftate  of  things,  in  the  two  provinces  of  North  and 
South  Carolina,  is  not  very  materially  altered  lince  my  letters  of  the 
14th  and  15th  of  lafl  month  were  written.  Frequent  Ikirmlfhes, 
with  various  fuccefs,  have  happened  in  the  country  between  the  Ca- 
tawba river  and  Broad  river.  The  militia  (a.)  of  the  dillrid  about 
Tiger  and  Ennoree  rivers  was  formed  by  us  under  Colonel  Floyd  ;  Co- 
lonel Neale,  the  rebel  colonel,  had  fled  ;  but  Lieutenant-colonel  Lifle, 
■who  had  been  paroled  to  the  iflands,  exchanged,  on  his  arrival  in 
Charles  town,  his  parole  for  a  certificate  of  his  being  a  good  fubjeft, 
returned  to  the  countrj'',  and  carried  off  the  whole  battalion  to  join 
I  General 
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General  Sumpter  at  Catawba.     We  have  not,  however,  on  the  whole,  Notes tothe 
loft  ground  in  that  part  of  the  country.     TurnbuU  was  attacked  at  (b.)    Chapter, 
Rocky   mount  by    Sumpter,  with  about  one  thoufand  two  hundred 
men,    militia  and  refugees,    from   this   province,    whom   he    repulfed 
with  great  lofs :    We   had,    on  our  part,   an  officer  killed,  .and  one 
wounded.     Colonel  TurnbuU's    conduit   was  very  meritorious.     The 
affair  of  Captain  Huck  turned  out  of  lefs  confequence  than  it  appeared 
at  lirft  :  The  captain  and  three  men  of  the  legion  were  killed,  and  fe- 
ven  men  of  the  New-York  volunteers  taken.     On  the  eaftern  part  of 
the  province.  Major  M"Arthu.r,  feeing  the  great  importance  of  the 
poft  at  Chiraw  hills,  and  finding  himfelf  perfeftly  fecure  from  any  at- 
tack of  the  enemy,  defired  to  continue  there  longer  than  it  was  in- 
tended he  fliould  when  I  had  the  honour  of  writing  to  you  on  the  ifth^ 
At  lafl,  however,  the  71  ft  regiment  grew  fo  exceedingly  fickly,  that 
he  found  it  abfolutely  neceflary  to  move,  and  marched  on  the  24th  to 
the  eafl  branch  of  Lincoln's  creek.     Gates,  vi^ho  had  taken  the  com- 
mand of  De  Kalbe's- corps,  was  flill  on  Deep  river  ;  and  Rutherford  no 
farther   advanced   than   Rocky  river,  Pedee.     Knowing  of  no  enemy 
within  many  miles,  he  ventured  to  fend  about  one  hundred  lick  iii 
boats  down  the  Pedee  to  George  town.     Colonel  (c.)  Mills,  who  com- 
manded the  militia  of  the  Cheraw  diftrift,  though  a  very  good  man, 
had  not  complied  with  my  inflruftions  in  forming  his  corps  ;  but  had 
placed  msire  faith  in  oaths  and  profeffions,  and  attended  lefs  to  the  for- 
mer condu6l  of  thofe  he  adinitted.     The  inflant  the  militia  found  that 
M'Arthur  had  left  his  pofl,  and  were  affured  that  Gates  would  come 
there  the  next  day,  they  lelzed  their  own  officers,  and  the   hundred 
fick,    and   carried   them   r.ll   prifoners  into  North   Carolina.     Colonel 
Mills  with  difficulty  made  his  efcape  to  George  town.     The  wheat  har- 
veft  in  North  Carolina  is  now  over,  but  the  weather  is  iiill  exceffively 
hot ;  and,  notwithftanding  our  utmoil:  exertions,  a  great  part  of  the 

.rum™ 
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Notes tothe  I'um,  fait,  cloathing,  and  neceflaries  for  the  foldiers,  and  the  arms  for 
Chapter,    ;the  provincials,  and  ammunition  for  the  troops,  are  not  very  far  ad- 
vanced on  their  w^ay  to  Camden.     However,  if  no  material  interrup- 
tion happens,  this  bufinefa  will  be  nearly  accompliftied  in  a  fortnight 
or  three <weeks. 

Our  affurances  of  attachment  from  our  diftreffed  friends  in  North 
Carolina  are  as  ftrong  as  ever.  And  the  patience  and  fortitude  with 
which  thofe  unhappy  people  bear  the  moft  oppreffive  and  cruel  tyranny 
that  ever  was  exercifed  over  any  country,  deferve  our  greateft  ad- 
miration. 


(NOTE      F. ) 

The  London  Gazette  Extraordinary. 

Whitehall,  Ofl.  9,  1780. 
■This  morning  Captain  Rofs,  aid-de-camp  to  Lieutenant-general  Earl  Corn- 
waUis,  arrived  in  town  from  South  Carolina,  with  a  letter  from  his 
lor df dip  to  Lord  George  Germain^  one  of  His  Majeflys  principal  fecreta- 
ries  ofjlate,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy. 

Camden,  Aug.  21,  1780. 

My  Lord, 
IT  is  with  great  pleafure  that  I  communicate  to  your  lordfhlp  an  ac- 
count of  a  complete  viftory  obtained  on  the  i6th  inftant,  by  His  Ma- 
jefty's  troops  under  my  command,  over  the  rebel  fouthern  army,  com- 
manded by  General  Gates. 


In 
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In  my  difpatch,  No.  i,  I  had  the  honour  to  inform  your  lordfliip,  Notes  to  the 
that  while    at  Charles   town,   I  was   regularly  acquainted,    by  Lord   Chapter. 
Rawdon,  with  every  material  (a.)  incident  or  movement  made  by  the 
enemy,  or  by  the  troops  under  his  lordfhip's  command. 

On  the  9th  inflant  two  exprefles  arrived  with  an  account  that  Ge- 
neral Gates  was  advancing  towards  Lynche's  creek  with  his  whole 
army,  fuppofed  to  amount  to  fix  thoufand  men,  exclufive  of  a  detach- 
ment of  one  thoufand  men  under  General  Sumpter,  who,  after  having 
in  vain  attempted  to  force  the  pofls  at  Rocky  mount  and  Hanging 
rock,  was  believed  to  be  at  that  time  trying  to  get  round  the  left  of 
our  politlon,  to  cut  off  our  communication  with  the  Congarees  and 
Charles  town  ;  that  the  dlfafFe6led  country  between  the  Pedee  and 
Black  (c.)  river  had  adually  revolted  ;  and  that  Lord  Rawdon  was 
contrading  his  pofls,  and  preparing  to  affemble  his  force  at  Camden. 

In  confequence  of  this  information,  after  finlfhing  fome  important 
(b.)  points  of  bufinefs  at  Charles  town,  I  fet  out  on  the  evening  of 
the  loth,  and  arrived  at  Camden  on  the  night  between  the  13th  (d.) 
and  14th,  and  there  found  Lord  Rawdon  with  all  our  force,  except 
Lieutenant-colonel  Turnbull's  fmall  detachment,  which  fell  back 
from  Rocky  mount  to  Major  Fergufon's  pofts  of  the  militia  of  Ninety 
Six,  on  Little  river. 

I  HAD  now  my  option  to  make,  either  to  retire  or  attempt  the 
enemy  ;  for  the  pofition  at  Camden  was  a  bad  one  to  be  attacked  in, 
and  by  General  Sumpter's  advancing  down  the  Wateree,  my  fupplies 
mufl  have  failed  me  in  a  few  days. 

S  I  SAW 


IjO  CAMPAIGNS     OF      TjBo     AND     17^81     IN     THE 

Notes  to  the  I  SAW  no  difficulty  in  making  good  my  retreat  to  Charles  town 
Chapter,  with  the  troops  that  were  able  to  march;  but  in  taking  that  refolu- 
tion,  I  muil  have  not  only  left  near  eight  hua'dred  fickand  a  great 
quantity  of  ftores  at  this  place,  but  I  clearly  faw  the  lofs  of  the  whole 
province,  except  Charles  town,  and  all  of  Georgia,  except  Savannah, 
as  immediate  confequences,  befides  forfeiting  all  pretenlions  to  future 
confidence  from  our  friends  in  this  part  of  America, 

On  the  other  hand,  there  was  no  doubt  "of  the  rebel  army  beitig; 
well  appointed,  and  of  its  number  being  upwards  of  five  thoufand 
men,  exclufive  of  General  Sumpter's  detachment,  and  a  corps  of  Vir- 
ginia militia,  of  twelve  or  fifteen  hundred  men,  either  adually  joined, 
or  expe(fled  to  join  the  main  body  every  hour  ;  and  my  own  corps, 
which  never  was  numerous,  was  now  reduced,  by  ficknefs  and  other 
cafualties,  to  about  fourteen  hundred  fighting  men,  of  regulars  and 
provincials,  with  four  or  five  hundred  militia  and  North-Carolina 
refugees. 

However,  the  greateft  part  of  the  troops  that  I  had  being  per- 
fedly  good,  and  having  left  Charles  town  fufficiently  garrifoned  and 
provided  for  a  fiege,  and  feeing  little  to  lofe  by  a  defeat,  and  much  to 
gain  by  a  vi£lory,  I  refolved  to  take  the  firft  good  opportunity  to  at- 
tack the  rebel  army. 

Accordingly,  I  took  great  pains  to  procure  good  information  of 
their  movements  and  pofition  ;  and  I  learned  that  they  had  encamped, 
after  marching  from  Hanging  rock,  at  Colonel  Rugeley's,  about  twelve 
miles  from  hence,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  14th, 

>  After 
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After  confulting  feme -intelligent  people,    well  acquainted  with  Notes  to  the 

»    1       1  1  •    1  /-      1  Second 

the  ground,  I  determined  to  march  at  ten  o  cloek  on  the  night  of  the  Chapter. 
15th,  and  lo  attack  at  daybreak,  pointing  my  principal  force  againil 
their  continentals,  who,  from  ^ood  intelligence,  I  knew  to  be  badly 
ported,  clofe  to  Colonel  Rugeley's  houfe.  Late  in  the  evening  I  re- 
ceived information,  that  the  Virginians  had  joined  that  day  ;  however, 
that  having  been  expected,  I  did  not  alter  my  plan»  but  marched  at 
the  hour  appointed,  leaving  the  defence  of  Camden  to  fome  provin- 
cials, militia,  and  convalefcents,  and  a  detachment  of  the  (e.)  63d 
regiment,  which  by  being  mounted  on  horfes  which  they  had  prefled 
on  the  road,  it  was  hoped  would  arrive  in  the  courfe  of  the  night. 

I  HAD  proceeded  nine  miles,  when  about  half  an  hour  pall:  two  in 
the  morning  my  advanced  guard  fell  in  with  the  enemy.  By  the 
weight  of  the  fire  1  was  convinced  they  were  in  confiderable  force; 
and  was  foon  aflured  by  fome  d^ferters  and  prifoners,  that  it  was  the 
whole  rebel  army  on  its  march  to  attack  us  at  Camden.  I  imme- 
diately halted  and  formed,  and  the  enemy  doing  the  fame,  the  firing 
loon  ceafed.  Confiding  in  the  difciplined  courage  of  His  Majefty's 
troops,  and  well  apprifed  by  feveral  intelligent  inhabitants,  that  the 
ground  (f.)  on  which  both  armies  ftood,  being  narrowed  by  fwamps 
on  the  right  and  left,  was  extremely  favourable  for  my  numbers,  I 
did  not  chufe  to  hazard  the  great  flake  for  which  I  was  going  to 
fight,  to  the  uncertainty  and  confufion  to  which  an  adlion  in  the  dark 
is  fo  particularly  liable.;  but  having  taken  meafures  that  the  enemy 
ihould  not  have  in  their  power  to  avoid  an  engagement  on  that  ground, 
I  refolved  to  defer  the  attack  till  day  :  At  the  dawn  I  made  my  laft 
difpofition,  and  formed  the  troops  in  the  following  order  :  The  divi- 
fion  on  the  right,  confifting  of  a  fmall  corps  of  light  infanty,  the  23d 
and  33d  regiments,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-colonel  Web- 

S  a  fter ; 
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Notes  to  the  fter ;  the  divifioti  of  the  left,  confifting  of  the  volunteers  of  Ireland, 
Chapter,  infantry  of  the  legion,  and  part  of  Lieutenant- colonel  Hamilton's 
North-Carolina  regiment,  under  the  command  of  Lord  Rawdon,  with 
two  fix  and  two  three-pounders,  which  were  commanded  by  Lieute« 
nant  M'Leod.  The  71ft  regiment,  with  two  fix-pounders,  was  formed 
as  a  referve,  one  hattalion  in  the  rear  of  the  divifion  of  the  right,  the 
other  of  that  of  the  left,  and  the  cavalry  of  the  legion  in  the  rear,  and 
the  country  being  woody,  clofe  to  the  71ft  regiment,  with  orders'  to 
leize  any  opportunity  that  might  offer  to  break  the  enemy's  line,  and 
to  be  ready  to  protedl  our  own,  in  cafe  any  corps  fhould  meet  with  a 
check. 

This  difpofition  was  jufl:  made  when  1  perceived  that  the  enemy, 
having  likewife  perfifted  in  their  refolution  to  fight,  were  formed  in 
two  lines  oppofite  and  near  to  us ;  and  obferving  a  movement  (h.)  in 
their  left,  which  I  fuppofed  to  be  with  an  intention  to  make  fome 
alteration  in  their  order,  I  direded  Lieutenant-colonel  Webfter  to 
begin  the  attack,  which  was  done  with  great  vigour,  and  in  a  few 
minutes  the  a£lion  was  general  along  the  whole  front.  It  was  at  this 
time  a  dead  calm,  with  a  little  hazinefs  in  the  air,  which  preventing 
the  fmpke  from  rifing,  occafioned  fo  thick  a  darknefs,  that  it  was  dif- 
ficult to  fee  the'effeil  of  a  very  heavy  and  well-fupported  fire  on  both 
fides.  Our  line  continued  to  advance  in  good  order,  and  with  the 
f  cool  intrepidity  of  experienced  Britifh  foldiers,  keeping  up  a  confi:ant 

fire,  or  making  ufe  of  bayonets,  as  opportunities  offered,  and,  after  an 
obflinate  refiflance  during  three  quarters- of  an  hour,  threw  the  enemy 
into  total  confufion,  and  forced  them  to  give  way  in  all  quarters.  At 
this  inftant  I  ordered  the  cavalry  to  complete  the  rout,  which  was 
performed  with  their  ufual  promptitude  and  gallantry ;  and  after  doing 
great  execution  on  the  field  of  battle,  they  continued  the  purfuit  to 

Hanging 
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Hanging  rock,   twenty-two  miles  from  the  place  where  the   adlon  Notes  to  the 

.  Second 

happened,  during  which,  many  of  the  enemy  were  flain,  and  a  num-    Chapter. 
ber  of  prifoners,  near  one  hundred  and  fifty  waggons,  (in  one  of  which 
was  a  brafs  cannon,  the  carriage  of  which  had  been  damaged  in  the 
fkirmifh  of  the  night)  a  confiderable  quantity  of  military  ftores,  and  all 
the  baggage  and  camp  equipage  of  the  rebel  army,  fell  into  our  hands. 

The  lofs  of  the  enemy  was  very  confiderable  ;  a  number  of  colours, 
and  feven  pieces  of  brafs  cannon,  (being  all  their  artillery  that  were 
in  the  adion)  with  all  their  ammunition  waggons,  were  taken  ;  be- 
tween eight  and  nine  hundred  were  killed,  among  that  number  Briga- 
dier-general Gregory,  and  about  one  ihoufand  prifoners,  many  of  whom 
wounded,  of  which  number  were  Major-general  Baron  de  Kalbe,  fince 
dead,  and  Brigadier-general  Rutherford. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  Inclofe  a  return  of  the  killed  and  wounded 
on  our  fide.  The  lofs  of  fo  many  brave  men  is  much  to  be  lamented  ; 
but  the  number  is  moderate  in  proportion  to  fo  great  an  advantage. 

The  behaviour  of  His  Majefty's  troops  in  general  was  beyond  all 
praife  ;  it  did  honour  to  theinfelves  and  to  their  country.  I  was  parti- 
cularly indebted  to  Colonel,  Lord  Rawdon,  and  to  Lieutenant-colonel 
Webfter,  for  the  diftinguiflied  courage  and  ability  with  which  they  con- 
duced their  refpe£live  divifions ;  and  the  capacity  and  vigour  of  Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Tarleton,  at  the  head  df  the  cavalry,  deferve  my  higheft 
commendations.  Lieutenant  M'Leod  exerted  himfelf  greatly  in  the 
condudt  of  our  artillery.  My  aid-de-camp,  Captain  Rofs,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Haldane,  of  the  engineers,  who  a£ltd  in  that  capacity,  ren- 
dered me  moft  effential  fervice ;  and  the  public  officers,  major  of  bri- 
gade England,  who  a£led  as  deputy  adjutant  general,  and  the  majors 
1  of 
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Notes  to  the  of  brigade  Manley  and  Doyle,  (hewed  the  mofl  aftive  and  zealous  at- 

Second 

Chapter,    tentlon  to  their  duty.     Governor  Martin  became  again  a  military  man, 
and  behaved  with  the  fpirit  of  a  young  volunteer. 

The  fatigue  of  the  troops  rendered  them  incapable  of  farther  exer- 
tion on  the  day  of  adtion  ;  but  as  I  faw  the  importance  of  deftroying 
or  difperfing,  if  poflible,  the  corps  under  General  Sumpter,  as  it  might 
prove  a  foundation  for  affembling  the  routed  army,  on  the  morning  of 
the  17th  I  detached  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  with  the  legion  ca- 
valry and  infantry,  and  the  corps  of  light  infantry,  making  in  all 
about  three  hundred  and  fifty  men,  with  orders  to  attack  him  where- 
ever  he  could  find  him  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  I  fent  orders  to  Lieute- 
nant-colonel Turnbull  and  Major  Fergufon,  at  that  time  on  Little 
river,  to  put  their  corps  in  motion  immediately,  and  on  their  fide  pur- 
fue  and  endeavour  to  attack  General  Sumpter.  Lieutenant-colonel 
Tarleton  executed  this  fervice  with  his  ufual  aftivlty  and  military  ad- 
drefs.  He  procured  good  information  of  Sumpter's  movements,  and, 
by  forced  and  concealed  marches,  came  up  with  and  furprifed  (m.) 
him  in  the  middle  of  the  day  on  the  i8th,  near  the  Catawba  fords. 
He  totally  deftroyed  or  difperfed  his  detachment,  confifling  then  of 
feven  hundred  men,  killing  one  (o.)  hundred  and  fifty  on  the  fpot, 
and  taking  two  pieces  of  brafs  cannon  and  three  hundred  prifoners, 
and  forty-four  waggons.  He  likewife  retook  one  hundred  of  our  men, 
who  had  fallen  into  their  hands  partly  at  the  aftion  at  Hanging  rock, 
and  partly  in  efcorting  fome  waggons  from  Congarees  to  Camden  ;  and 
he  releafed  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  our  militiamen,  or  friendly  coun- 
try people,  who  had  been  felz:ed  by  the  rebels.  Captain  Campbell, 
(n.)  who  commanded  the  light  infantry,  a  very  promifing  officer,  was 
unfortunately  killed  in  the  affair.  Gur  lofs  otherwife  was  trifling. 
This  aftion  was  too  brilliant  to  need  any  comment  of  mine,  and  will, 

I  have 
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I  have  no  doubt,  highly  recommend  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  to  Notes  to  the 
His  Majefty's  favour.  The  rebel  forces  being  at  prefent  difperfed,  the  Chapter, 
internal  commotions  and  infurreftions  in  the  province  will  now  fubfide. 
But  I  fhall  give  directions  to  inflid  exemplary  punifhment  on  fome  of 
the  moft  guilty,  in  hopes  to  deter  others  in  future  from  fporting  with 
allegiance  and  oaths,  and  with  the  lenity  and  generofity  of  the  Britifii 
government. 

On  the  morning  of  the  17th  I  dlfpatched  proper  people  into  North 
Carolina,  with  diredlions  to  our  friends  there  to  take  arms  and  aflem- 
ble  immediately,  and  to  feize  the  mofl  violent  people,  and  all  military 
flores  and  magazines  belonging  to  the  rebels,  and  to  intercept  all  flrag- 
glers  from  the  routed  army  ;  and  I  have  promifed  to  march  without  lofs 
of  time  to  their  fupport.  Some  neceflary  fupplies  for  the  army  are 
now  on  their  way  from  Charles  town,  and  I  hope  that  their  arrival 
will  enable  me  to  move  in  a  few  days. 

My  aid-de-camp.  Captain  Rofs,  will  have  the  honour  of  delivering 
this  difpatch  to  your  lordfliip,  and  will  be  able  to  give  you  the  fulleft 
account  of  the  ftate  of  the  army  and  the  country.  He  is  a  very  de- 
ferving  officer,  and  I  take  the  liberty  of  recommending  him  to  your 
lordfhip's  favour  and  patronage. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &Ci 

CORNWALLIS. 


NOTE 


1^6  CAMPAIGNS     OF      1780     AND     I781     IN     THE 

Notes  to  the 
Second 
Chapter.  (NOTE         G.  ) 


Field  return  of  the  troops  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-general  Earl 
Cornwallis^  on  the  night  of  the  1  K,th  of  Aiignjl,   1 780. 

ROYAL  artillery.     2  lieutenants,  2  ferjeants,   15  rank  and  file. 

Light  companies.  2  captains,  3  lieutenants,  i  enfign,  i  adjutant, 
II  ferjeants,   x  drummer,   129  rank  and  file. 

23d  regiment.  3  captains,  6  lieutenants,  i  adjutant,  ^3  ferjeants, 
8  drummers,  261  rank  and  file. 

33d  regiment,  i  lieutenant  colonel,  5  captains,  4  lieutenants,  2 
enfigns,  i  adjutant,  i  furgeon,  i  mate,  13  ferjeants,  i  drummer, 
209  rank  and  file. 

ifl  battalion,  7ifl:  regiment.  2  captains,  4  lieutenants,  i  enfign,  i 
adjutant,  i  quarter  mafter,  i  mate,  14  ferjeants,  6  drummers,  114 
rank  and  file. 

2d  battalion,  ditto,  i  captain,  3  lieutenants,  3  enfigns,  9  ferjeants, 
94  rank  and  file. 

Volunteers  of  Ireland,  i  colonel,  4  captains,  4  lieutenants,  6  en- 
figns,  I  mate,  23  ferjeants,   11  drummers,  253  rank  and  file. 

Britifh  legion  cavalry,  i  lieutenant  colonel,  i  major,  2  captains,  3 
lieutenants,  2  cornets,  i  adjutant,  i  furgeon,  12  ferjeants,  2  trumpe- 
ters,  157  rank  and  file. 

Britifh  legion  infantry.  4  captains,  4  lieutenants,  9  ferjeants,  3 
drummers,   106  rank  and  file. 

Royal  North-Carolina  regiment,  i  lieutenant  colonel,  i  major,  5 
captains,  6  lieutenants,  4  enfigns,  i  adjutant,  i  quarter  mafler,  i 
furgeon,    16  ferjeants,   8  drummers,   223  rank  and  file. 

Pioneers.     2  lieutenants,  3  ferjeants,  23  rank  and  file. 

Volunteers 
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Volunteer  militia,     i    lieutenant  colonel,    i   major,    3  captains,    5  Notes  to  the 

Second 

lieutenants,  4  enfigns,  8  ferjeants,  ^c')  rank  and  file.  Chapter. 

Total.  1  colonel,  4  lieutenant  colonels,  3  majors,  31  captains,  46 
lieutenants,  23  enfigns,  6  adjutants,  2  quarter  mafters,  3  furgeons,  3 
mates,  133  ferjeants,  40  drummers,  1944  rank  and  file, 

(Signed)  R.    ENGLAND, 

A£ling  deputy  adjutant  general. 


(  N  O  T  E    ■  H.  ) 

Return  of  the  killed,  wounded^  and  niijfing,  of  the  troops  under  the  coni' 
mand  of  Lieutenant-general  Earl  Cornwallist  in  the  battle  fought  near 
Camden,  South  Carolina,  on  the  idth  of  Augujl,  1780. 

ROYAL  artillery,     i  lieutenant,  2  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

Light  infantry,  i  ferjeant,  6  rank  and  file,  killed  ;  i  enfign,  5 
rank  and  file,  wounded. 

33d  regiment.  6  rank  and  file  killed ;  i  captain,  1 7  rank  and  file, 
wounded. 

33d  regiment,  i  captain,  1 7  rank  and  file,  killed  ;  i  lieutenant  co- 
lonel, I  captain,  2  lieutenants,  1  enfign,  4  ferjeants,  72  rank  and 
file,  wounded  ;   i  rank  and  file  miffing. 

ift  battalion,  71ft.  i  lieutenant,  4  rank  and  file,  killed;  i  captain, 
1  lieutenant,  i  ferjeant,  22  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

2d  battalion,  ditto,  i  ferjeant,  4  rank  and  file,  killed ;  i  ferjeant, 
8  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

T  Volun- 
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Notes  to  the       Voluntecis  of  Ireland.     17  rank  and  file  killed  ;  1  lieutenant,  2  en- 

Second 

Chapter,    figns,  2  ferjcants,   1  drummer,  64  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

Legion  cavalry.  4  rank  and  file  killed  ;  i  ferjeant,  3  rank  and  file 
wounded  ;  2  rank  and  file  mifling. 

Legion  infantry,  i  rank  and  file  killed  ;  i  lieutenant,  i  ferjeant, 
10  rank  and  file;  wounded;  2  ferjeants,  3  rank  and  file,  miffing. 

Royal  North-Carolina  regiment.  3  rank  and  file  killed  ;  i  lieute- 
nant colonel,  I  lieutenant,  i  enfign,  3  ferjeants,  8  rank  and  file, 
wounded. 

Pioneers.     2  rank  and  file  killed  ;   i  lieutenant  wounded. 

Volunteer  militia.  2  rank  and  file  wounded ;  3  rank  and  file 
mifiing. 

Total.  I  captain,  i  lieutenant,  2  ferjeants,  64  rank  and  filey 
killed  J  2  lieutenant  colonels,  3  captains,  8  lieutenants,  5  enfigns,  13: 
ferjeants,  i  drummer,  213  rank  and  file,  wounded;  2  ferjeants,  9, 
rank  and  file,  miffing. 

OFFICERS    KILLED    and    WOUNDED, 

Royal  artillery.     Lieutenant  Marquois  wounded. 

Light  companies.     Enfign  Bowen  wounded. 

23d  regiment.     Captain  James  Drury  wounded. 

33d  regiment.  Captain  Allen  Malcolm  killed  ;  Lieutenant-colonel 
Webfter,  Captain  Richard  Cotton,  Lieutenants  George  Wynyard, 
James  L.  Harvy,  Enfign  John-Wheeler  CoUlngton,  wounded. 

ift  battalion,  7 1  ft.  Lieutenant  Archibald  Campbell  killed  ;  Captain 
Hugh  Campbell,  Lieutenant  John  Grant,  wounded. 

Volunteers]  of  Ireland.  Lieutenant  Gillifple,  Enfigns  Whatley  and 
Thompfon,  wounded. 

Legion  infantiy.    Lieutenant  Donovan  wounded. 

North- 
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North-Carolina,  regiment.      Lieutenant-colonel  Hamilton,    Lieute- Notes  to  the 

_.,.  _,  ,  Second 

nant  M*Alpme',  Enfign  Shaw,  wounded.  Chapter. 

Pioneers,     Lieutenant  Macdonald  wounded. 

(Signed)  CORNWALLIS 

Lieutenant  General. 


(NOTE      I. ) 

^Return  of  ordnance  and  military  /lores  taken  by  the  army  under  the  command 
of  Lieutenant-general  Earl  CornwalHsf  at  the  battle  fought  near  Camden^ 
the  i6th  of  jiuguji,   1780. 

BRASS    FIELD    PIECES. 
Six  pounders,  4;  three  pounders,  2;  two  pounders,  2.     Total,  8. 

(Abandoned  by  the  enemy ^  and  brought  frem  their  camp,  Lynchis  creek. 

IRON    FIELD    PIECES. 

I  Three  pounder,  i  ;  two  pounder,  i  ;  fwivels,  3.     Total,  5.) 

Ammunition  waggons,    covered,    22  ;    travelling  forges,    2 ;    fixed 
ammunition  for  fix  pounders,  160;    ditto  for  three  pounders,  520; 
I  ftands  of  arms,  2000 ;  mufquet  cartridges,  80,000. 


T  2  Taken 
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Notes  to  the  T'aken  by  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  at  the  defeat  of  General  Swnpter^ 

Second  "^  »/  x 

Chapter.  Augujl  1 8,    1780. 

FIELD      PIECES. 

Three  pounders,  2. 

(Signed)  J.    MACLEOD, 

Lieutenant,  commanding  officer 
of  artillery. 

Return  of  killed  and  wounded  of  the  troops  under  the  command^  Lieutenant^ 
colonel  'Tarleton,  in  the  aSiion  near  Catawba  fords,  on  the  i2>th  of 
^ugufl,  1780. 

LIGHT  infantry,     i  captain,  5  rank  and  file,  killed. 
Legion  cavalry,     i  ferjeant,  2  rank  and  file^  killed  ;  6  rank  and  file 
wounded, 

(Signed)  R.       ENGLAND, 

Ading  deputy  adjutant  general. 


(NOTE      K.  ) 

Cofy  of  a  proclamation  ijjued  by  General  Gates  at  Pedee,  the 
4th  of  Augujl  1 780. 

By  Horatio  Gates,  Efq.  major  general  and  commander  in  chief  of  the  army 
of  the  United  States  in  the  fouthern  department  of  America,  t£c.  ^c.  &c. 

A      PROCLAMATION, 
THE  patriotic  exertions  of  the  virtuous  citizens  of  the  United 
States  having  enabled  me,  under  the  protedion  of  Divine  Providence, 

to 
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to  vindicate  the  rights  of  America  in  this  flate,  and  by  the  approach  Notes  to  the 
of  a  numerous,  well-appointed,  and  formidable  army,  to  compel  our  Chapter, 
late  triumphant  and  infulting  foes  to  retreat  from  their  moft  advan- 
tageous pofts  with  precipitation  and  difmay,  I  have  judged  it  mofl 
expedient,  at  this  period  of  my  progrefs,  to  give  affurances  of  for- 
givenefs  and  perfeft  fecurity  to  fuch  of  the  unfortunate  citizens  of 
this  flate  as  have  been  induced,  by  the  horror  ©f  languinary  punifh- 
mentSj  the  menace  of  eonfifcation,  and  all  the  arbitrary  meafures  of 
military  domination,  apparently  to  acquiefce  under  the  Britifh  govern-^ 
ment,  and  to  make  a  forced  declaration  of  allegiance  and  fupport  to  a 
tyranny,  which  the  indignant  fouls  of  citizens,  refolved  on  freedom, 
inwardly  revolted  at,,  with,  horror  and  deteftation. 

And  in  order  to  afford  an  opportunity  to  real  friends  of  America,  to 
teftify  the  nffedi'ion.  and  attachment  to  the  caufe  of  liberty,  an  invita- 
tion is  held  out  to  them  to  aflert  that  rank  among  the  free  and  inde- 
pendent citizens  of  America,  in  which  their  former  exertions  and' 
zeal  had  defervedly  placed  them,  and  to  join  heartily,  when  called 
upon,  in  refcuing  themfelves  and  their  country  from  an  oppofition  of 
a  government  impofed  on  them  by  the  ruffian  hand  of  conqueft.  Ne- 
verthelefs,  I  cannot  at  prefent  refolve  to  extend  thefe  offers  of  pardon 
and  fecurity  to  fuch  as  in  the  hour  of  devaftation  have  exercifed  afts 
of  barbarity  and  depredation  on  the  perfons  and  property  of  their  fel- 
low citizens  ;  nor  to  fuch,  as  being  apprized  of  the  fecurity  afforded 
to  them  by  the  army  under  my  command,  fhall  be  fo  lofl  to  a  fenfe 
of  honour,  and  the  duty  they  owe  to  their  country,  as  hereafter  to 
give  countenance  and  fupport  to  that  enemy,  who,  but  for  the  difaf- 
fe£lion  of  many  of  the  apoflate  fons  of  America,  had  long  ere  this 
been  driven  from  the  continent, 

S  The 
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Notes  to  the  The  inhabitants  of  this  ftate  may  rely  on  the  aflurance  that  an 
Chapter,  army  compofed  of  their  brethren  and  fellow  citizens  cannot  be  brought 
amono-  them  with  the  hoftile  vices  of  plunder  and  depredation.  Such 
triumphs,  under  the  colour  of  proteftion  and  fupport,  are  left  to 
o-i-ace  the  Britifli  arms  alone  ;  but  they  may  reft  fatisfied,  that  the 
o-enuine  motive  which  has  given  energy  to  the  prefent  exertions,  is 
the  hope  of  refcuing  them  from  the  iron  rod  of  oppreffion,  and  refto- 
ring  to  them  thofe  bleflings  of  freedom  and  independence  which  it  is 
the  duty  and  intereft  of  the  citizens  of  thefe  United  States,  jointly  and 
reciprocally,  to  fupport  and  confirm. 

Given  at  our  head  quarters,  on  the  river  Pedee,  this  fourth  day  of 
Auffuft,  ill  the  yeat  of  our  Lord  one  thoufand  feveii  hundred  lind 
eighty,  and  in  the  fifth  year  of  our  independence. 

HORATIO     GATES, 

:By  the  general's  command, 

Christ.  Richmond,  Sec. 


(NOTE      L.) 

■Cfipy  of  General  Gates* s  orders. 

AFTER    ORDERS. 

Camp,  at  Rugeley's,  i5thof  Auguft,  1780. 

'THE  fick,  the  extra  artillery  ftores,  the  heavy  baggage,  and  fuch 

.quarter-mafter's  ftores  as  are  not  immediately  wanted,  to  march  this 

evening  under  a  guard  to  Wacfaws :  To  this  order  the  general  re- 

^  -        quefts 
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quefts  the   brigadier  generals  to  fee  that  thofe  under  their  command  Notes  to  the 

1  IT  Second 

pay  the  moft  exadl  and  Icrupulous  obedience.  Chapter. 

LiEUTENANT-coLONEL  Edmonds,  with  the  remaining  guns  of  the 
park,  will  take  port,  and  march  with  the  Virginia  brigade,  under 
General  Stevens;  he  will  dire6l,  as  any  deficiency  happens  in  the 
artillery  affixed  to  the  other  brigades,  to  fupply  it  immediately  ;  his 
military  ftafFs,  and  proportion  of  his  officers,  with  forty  of  his  men, 
are  to  attend  him,  and  wait  his  orders. 

The  troops  will  be  ready  to  march  precifely  at  ten  o'clock,  in  the 
following  order,  viz.  Colonel  Armand's  advance,  cavalry  commanded 
by  Colonel  Armand  :  Colonel  Porterfield's  light  infantry  on  the  right 
flank  of  Colonel  Armand,  in  Indian  file,  two  hundred  yards  from  the 
road  ;  Major  Armflrong's  light  infantry  in  the  fame  order  as  Colonel 
Porterfield's,  on  the  left  flank  of  the  legion  ;  advanced  guard  of  foot, 
compofed  of  the  advanced  pickets,  firft  brigade  of  Maryland,  fccond 
brigade  of  Maryland,  dlvifion  of  North  Carolina,  Virginia  divifion  ; 
rear-guard  volunteers,  cavalry  on  the  right  and  left  of  the  baggage 
equally  divided.  In  this  order  the  troops  will  proceed  this  night.  In 
cafe  of  an  attack  by  the  enemy's  cavalry  in  front,  the  light  infantry 
on  each  flank  will  inflantly  march  up,  and  give,  and  continue  tlic 
moft  galling  fire  upon  the  enemy's  horfe  ;  this  will  enable  Colonel 
Armand  not  only  to  fupport  the  enemy's  charge,  but  finally  rout 
them  :  The  colonel  will  therefore  confider  the  orders  to  ftand  the 
attack  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  be  their  numbers  what  they  may,  as 
pofitive :  General  Stevens  will  immediately  order  one  captain,  two' 
lieutenants,  one  enfign,  three  ferjeants,  one  drum,  and  fixty  rank  and  \ 
■file,  to  joiu  Colonel  Porterfield's  infantry.     Thefe  men  are  to  be  taken 

from 
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Second 

Chapter,    the  fervice. 

•    ■ 

The  general  will  iikewiife  complete  Arraftrong's  light  infantry  to 
their  original  number  ;  thofe  muft  be  immediately  marched  to  the 
advanced  poft  of  the  army.  The  troops  will  preferve  the  profoundei't 
lilence  on  the  march  ;  and  any  foldier  who  offers  to  fire,  without  the 
command  of  his  officer,  muft  be  inftantly  put  to  deatho 

When  the  ground  will  admit  of  it,  and  the  near  approach  of  the 
enemy  renders  it  neceflary,  the  army  will,  when  ordered,  march  in 
columns  ;  the  artillery  at  the  head  of  their  refpeftive  brigades,  and  the 
baggage  in  the  rear.  The  guard  of  the  heavy  baggage  will  be  com- 
pofed  of  the  remaining  officers  and  folders  of  the  artillery.  One  cap- 
tain, two  fubalterns,  four  ferjeants,  four  drums,  and  fixty  rank  and 
file,  and  no  perfon  whatever  is  to  prefume  to  fend  any  other  foldier 
upon  that  fervice. 

All  batmen,  waiters,  &c.  who  are  foldiers  taken  from  the  llnej 
are  forthwith  to  join  their  refpeftive  regiments,  and  a£l  with  theif 
mafters,  while  they  are  upon  that  duty. 

The  tents  of  the  whole  army  to  be  ftruck  at  Tattoo-. 


<NOTE 
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(  N   O   T   E        M.  )  Notes  to  the 

Second 


Chaptei . 


'ExlraEt  of  a  letter  from  General  Gates  to  the  Prefdent  of  Congrefs,  dated 
Hillfboroiigh,  Aug.  20,   1780. 

S  I  R, 

I N  the  deepeft  di/lrefs  and  anxiety  of  mind,  I  am  obliged  to  ac- 
quaint your  excellency  with  the  defeat  of  the  troops  under  my  com- 
mand. I  arrived  with  the  Maryland  line,  the  artillery,  and  the  North- 
Carolina  militia,  on  the  (a.)  13th  inftant  at  Rugeley's,  thirteen  miles 
from  Camden ;  took  poft  there,  and  was  the  next  (b.)  day  joined  by 
General  Stevens,  with  itvo-w  hundred  militia  from  Virginia.  Colonel 
Sumpter,  who  was  at  the  Wacfaws  with  four  hundred  South-Carolina 
militia,  had  the  Sunday  before  killed  and  taken  near  three  hundred  of 
the  enemy,  who  were  pofted  at  Hanging  rock.  This,  and  other 
llrokes  upon  the  enemy's  advanced  pojfts,  occafioned  their  calling  in 
all  the  outpofls  to  Camden.  The  15th,  at  daylight,  I  reinforced 
Colonel  Sumpter  with  three  hundred  (d.)  North-Carolina  militia,  one 
hundred  of  the  Maryland  line,  and  two  three-pounders  from  the  artil- 
lery, having  previoufly  ordered  him  down  to  the  Wacfaws,  and  direifled, 
as  foou  as  the  reinforcements  joined  him,  that  he  (hould  proceed  down 
the  Wateree,  oppofite  Camden,  intercept  any  ftores  coming  to  the 
(Miemy,  and  particularly  the  troops  from  Ninety  Six,  who  were  like- 
wife  withdrawn  from  that  pofb.  This  was  well  executed  by  Colonel 
Sumpter,  as  his  letter  inclofed  will  fhew. 

Having  communicated  my  plan  to  the  general  officers  in  the 
afternoon  of  the  15th,  it  was  refolved  to  march  at  ten  at  night,  to 
take  poft  ia  a  very  advantageous  fituation,  with  a  deep  creek  in  front, 

U  if^tw 
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Notes  to  the  feven  miles  from  Camden;  the  heavy  baggage,  &c.- being  ordered  to 
,Cii^apt«.    march  immediately  by  the  Wacfaw  road.     At  ten  the  army  began  to 
march   in  the  following  order :    Colonel  Armand's   legion  in  front, 
fupported  on  both  flanks  by  Colonel  Porterfield's.  regiment,  and  the 
light  infantry  of  the  militia;    the  advanced  guard  of  infantry,  the 
Maryland  Ime,- with    their  artillery,   in    front    of   the  brigades,   the 
North -Carolina  militia,,  the  Virginia  militia,  the  artillery,  &c.  and  the 
rear  guard.     Having  marched  about  five  miles,  the  legion  was  charged 
by  the   enemy's  cavalry,  and  well  fupported  on  the  flanks,  as  they 
were  ordered,    by  Colonel  Porterfield,    who  beat  back  the  enemy's 
horfe,  and  was  himfelf  unfortunately  wounded  ;  but  the  enemy's  in- 
fantry advancing  v/ith   a  heavy  fire,  the  troops  in  front  gave  way  to 
the  firfl  Maryland  brigade,  and  a  confufion  enfued,  which  took  fome 
time  to  regulate.     At  length  the  army  was  ranged  in  line  of  battle,  . 
in  the  foltowing  order:  General  Gifl's  brigade   (c  )  upon  the  right, 
with  his  right  clofe  to  a  fvvamp,  the  North-Carolina  militia  in  the 
center,  and  the  Virginia  militia,  with  the  light  infantry  and  Porter- 
field's  corpSj  on  the  left ;  the  artillery  divided  to  the  brigades ;  and  the 
ftrfl  Maryland  brigade  as  a  corps  de  referve,  and  to  cover  the  cannon 
in  the  road,  at  a  proper  diflance  in  the  rear.     Colonel  Armand's  corps 
were  ordered  to  the  left,  to  fupport  the  left  flank,  and  oppofe  the 
enemy's  cavalry.     At  daylight  the  enemy  attacked  and  drove  in  our 
light  party  in  front,  when  I  ordered  the  left  to  advance  and  attack  the 
enemy  ;  but  to  my  aftonifhment,  the  left  wing  and  North-Carolina 
militia  gave  way.     General  Cafwall  and  myfelf,  aflifled  by  a  number 
of  officers,  did  all  in  our  power  to  rally  the  broken  troops,  but  to  no 
purpofe,  for  the  enemy  coming  round  the  left  flank  of  the  Maryland 
dlvifion,  completed  the  rout  of  the  whole  militia,  who  left  the  conti- 
nentals to  oppofe  the  enemy's  whole  force.     I  endeavoured,  with  Ge- 
neral Cafwally  to  rally  the- militia  at  fome  diflance,  on  an  advantageous 
a.  pi^ce 
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piece  of  ground,  but  the  enemy's  cavalry  continuing  to  harafs  their  Notes  to  the 
rear,  they  ran  like  a  torrent,  and  bore  all  before  them.     Hoping  yet,    Chaptw. 
that  a  few  miles  in  the  rear  they  might  recover  from  their  panic,  and 
again  be  brought  into  order,  I  continued  my  endeavour,  but  this  like- 
wife  proved  in  vain. 

The  militia  having  taken  the  woods  in  all  direftions,  I  concluded, 
with  General  Cafwall,  to  retire  towards  Charlotte.  I  got  here  late  in 
the  night  ;  but  refle£llng  there  was  no  profpe£t  of  collefting  a  force  at 
that  place  adequate  to  the  defence  of  the  country,  I  proceeded  with 
all  poffible  difpatch  hither,  to  endeavour  to  fall  upon  fome  plan  of 
defence,  in  conjun£lion  with  the  legiflative  body  of  the  ftatc.  I  (hall 
immediately  difpatch  a  flag  to  Lord  Cornwallls,  to  know  the  (ituatlon 
of  our  wounded,  and  the  number  and  condition  of  the  prlfoners  in  his 
hands. 


(NOTE      N. ) 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Sumpter  to  General  Gates  ^  dated  JVateree  ferry, 
Augufi  i^th,  1780. 

Dear  General, 
I  HAVE  juft  time  to  inform  you,  that  early  this  morning  I  took 
poffeffion  of  all  the  paffways  over  the  Watcree  river,  from  Elklns' 
ford  to  Mr.  Whitear's  ferry,  five  miles  below  Camden.  The  enemy 
had  guards  at  many  different  places  upon  the  river,  all  of  which  were 
evacuated  lafl  night  or  this  morning,  and  the  guards  ordered  into 
Camden,  except  thofe  at  Wateree  ferry,  which  was  continued  on 
both  fides  of  the  river,  of  which  the  guard  upon  the  weft  fide  was 

U  2  furprifed 
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Notes  to  the  furprlfed   by  a  party  of  my  men,  who  killed  leven,  and  took  about 

S:cond  _  1  •    1  /^    1  1 

Chapter,  thirty  priloners,  among  which  was  Colonel  Gary,  the  comnaander, 
together  with  thirty-eight  waggons,  loaded  with  corn,  rum,  &c. 
alfo  a  number  of  horfes  :  The  boats  are  all  upon  the  oppofite  fide  of 
the  river  ;  the  ground  upon  this  fide  is  very  bad  ;  the  enemy  keep  up 
a  conftant  fire,  but  I  have  received  no  damage  yet.  I  intend  to  keep 
pofleffion  if  I  can,  until  I  am  honoured  with  your  excellency's  farther 
command.  I  fliould  not  have  been  fo  precipitate  in  my  movements, 
but  forefaw  the  exceffive  difadvantage  that  would  refult  froni  their 
having  the  communication  open,  whereby  they  were  conftanily  re- 
ceiving both  men  and  provifions. 

The  number  of  troops,  regulars  I  mean,  do  not  exceed  two  thou- 
fand,  and  not  as  many  as  one  thoufand  of  the  militia,  who  are  gene- 
rally fickly,  and  much  difpirited.  There  is  a  reinforcement  faid  to 
be  on  the  road  from  town,  which  will  arrive  in  two  days,  the  num- 
ber about  five  hundred. 

As  foou  as  poffible,  will  give  you  an  account  of  what  is  pafling. 

I  am,  dear  general. 

With  the  greateft  refpeflr, 
^  Your  excellency's  moft  obedient, 

Humble  fervant, 
THOMAS     SUMPTER. 

His  Excellency  General  Gates. 

P.  S.  I  HAVE  the  pleafure  to  inform  your  excellency,  that  I  have 
this  inftant  made  about  feventy  prifoners,  all  Britifli,  fix  waggons, 
baggage,  &c.  juft  from  Ninety  Six;  many  of  the  prifoners  are  fick. 

(NOTE 
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(NOTE      O. ) 

Extra3i  of  a  letter  from  Governor  Najl)  to  the  Delegates  of 'North  Carolina^ 
dated  Hilljborough,  Aug.  23,   1782. 

SINCE  our  late  defeat  near  Camden,  I  delayed  writing  till  I 
could  give  you  feme  certain  account  of  that  unhappy  affair.  The 
militia,  except  one  North-Carolina  regiment,  commanded  on  the  oc- 
caiion  by  Colonel  Dixon,  af  the  regulars,  gave  way  on  the  firfi:  fire, 
and  fled  with  the  utraoft  precipitation.  The  regulars  and  the  regi- 
ment juft  mentioned,  bravely  flood,  and  pufhed  bayonets  to  the  lafl. 
By  the  defertion  of  the  militia,  the  enemy  were  able  to  turn  the  left 
of  the  ftanding  troops,  and  to  ben~~d  their  whole  force  againfl  them. 
The  conflid  was  obftinate  and  bloody,  and  lafled  for  fifteen  minutes. 
After  our  brave  troops  had  retreated  from  the  ground,  they  were 
fiercely  charged  by  a  party  of  Britifh  horfe,  whom  they  repulfed,  and, 
to  their  immortal  honour,  made  good  their  retreat.  General  Cafwall 
has  fent  in  a  flag,  and  a  furgeon  to  attend  the  woonded.  As  yet  \^e 
have  no  particular  account  of  the  fate  of  the  miffing,  except  a  few 
principal  officers  ;  among  thefe  is  the  Baron  de  Kalbe,  faid  to  be  mor- 
tally wounded.  Generals  Gifb,  Smaliwood,  Stevens,  Rutherford,  But- 
ler, and  Gregory,  are  fafe  ;  fo  is  Colonel  Gunby,  who  was  faid  to  be 
killed.  To  add  to  our  misfortunes.  Colonel  Sumpter,  who  the  day 
before  the  adion  had  captured  a  party  of  the  Britifh,  with  forty  wag- 
gons, was  the  day  after  the  a6tion  overtaken  and  furprifed  near  Hang- 
ing rock,  by  a  party  of  the  Britifh  horfe.  They  came  on  him  fo 
unprepared,  as  to  oblige  him  and  his  men  (a.)  to  fly  to  the  v>'oods, 
leaving  their  prifoners,  waggons,  and   even   their  arms  behind  them. 

I  General 


Notes  to  tlis 

Second 

Chapter. 
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Notes  to  the  General  Stevens  writes  to  General  Gates,  that  he  has  collefted  between 

Sefond  ,      _  ...  -, 

Chapter,  feven  and  eight  hundred  of  Virginia  militia  and  ftate  troops.  General 
Cafwall  made  a  ftand  at  Charlotte,  near  the  boundary  line,  and  called 
in  upwards  of  one  thoufand  frefh  men.  Thefe  he  added  to  Colonel 
Sumpter's  party  of  about  feven  hundred,  and  gave  him  the  command 
of  the  whole,  whilft  he  came  here.  I  have  ordered  out  three  regi- 
ments from  this  diftrid,  and  mean  to  put  them  under  the  .command 
of  General  Sumner,  and  the  officers  of  the  three  regular  regiments  of 
this  ftate,  fo  that  I  hope  in  a  few  days  we.lhall  be  able  to  affume  a 
tolerable  good  countenance. 


(NOTE      P.) 

Mxtradl  of  a  letter  from  General  Gates  to  the  Prejident  of  Congrefs^  dated 
Hill/borough  J  Aug.  30,  1.780. 

SIR, 
I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclofeto  your  excellency,  for  the  perufal 
of  Congrefs,  my  letter  of  this  date  to  General  Wafhington. 

(ExtraSi  from  the  enchfed  letter  to  General  WafhlngtorL,  dated  Htlljboroughj 

Aug,  30,  1780. 

SINCE  my  public  letter  to  Congrefs,  1  have  been  able  to  colIeiH: 
.authentic  returns  of  the  killed,  wounded^  and  miffing  of  the  officers 
.©f  the  American  line,  Delaware  regiment,  artillerifts,  and  thofe  of  the 

legion 
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legion   under  Colonel  Armand.      They    are    enclofed.      The  militia  Notes  to  the 
broke  fo  early  in  the  day,  and  fcattered  In  fo  many  dire£lIons  upon    Chapter. 
their  retreat,  that  very  few  have  fallen  Into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
By  the  firmnefs  and  bravery  of  the  continental  troops,  the  viftory  is 
far  from  being  bloodlefs  on  the  part  of  the  foe ;  they  have  upwards  of 
five  hundred  men,  with  officers  in  proportion,  killed  and  wounded. 
Lord  Cornwallis  remained  with  his  army  at  Camden,  when  I  received 
the  lafl:  accounts  from  thence.     Two  days  after  the  adlion.  of  the  i6th, 
fortune   feemed   determined  to  continue  to  diftrefs  us  ;    for  Colonel 
Sumpter, .  having;   marched  near   forty  miles  up  the  river  Wateree,. 
halted  with  the  waggons  and  prlfoners  on  the  15th.     By  fome  indif-. 
cretion,  the  men  vvere  furprifed,  cut  off  from  their  arms,   (a.)   the 
whole  routed,  and  the  waggons  and  prifoners  retaken.     Colonel  Sump-. 
ter,  fince  his  furprlfe  and  defeat  up  the  welt  fide  of  the  Wateree,  has 
relnftated  and  increafed  his  corps  to  upwards  of  one  thoufand  men. 
I  have  direded  him  to  continue  to  harafs  the  enemy  upon  that  fide : 
Lord  Cornwallis  will,  therefore,  be  cautious  how  he  makes  any  con- 
fiderable  movement  to  the  eaftward,  while  this  corps  remains  In  force 
upon  his  left  flank,  and  the  main  army  is.  in  a  manner  cantoned  in.  his. 
front.     Anxious  for  the  public  good,  I  fhall  continued- my  unwearied 
endeavours  to  flop  the.progrefs  of  the  enemy,  to  reinftate  our  affairs, - 
to  recommence  an  oi&nfive  war,  and  recover  our  loffes  In  thefe  fou^.- 
thern  ftates.  . 


^Ifi  ■  ^f  t^^s  continents  officers  killed^  captivated.,  i»ounded,  and  miffing^  in^ 
the  actions  of  the  .1  dth  and  1 8//^  of  Auguji,  1780.. 

K I LL E  D»     The  honourable  Major-general  the  Baron  de  Kalbe ; 
Captain  Williams^  6th  Maryland  regiment ;  Captain  Duvall,  2d  ditto ; 

Lieutenant< 
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Notes  to  the  Lieutenant  Donovan,  6th  ditto;  Lieutenant  and  Adjutant  Coleman, 

Second 

Chapter,     artillery. 

Wounded.  Captain  Somerwell,  6th  Maryland  regiment  ;  Gibfon, 
5th  ditto  ;  Roun,  Virginia -ftate  artillery  ;  Lieutenant  Duvall,  3d  Ma- 
ryland regiment ;  Sears,  ditto  ;  Enlign  Fickle,  7th. 

Prisoners.  Lieutenant-colonel  Woolford,  5th  Maryland  regiment, 
wounded  ;  Lieutenant-colonel  Vaughan,  Delaware  ;  Lieutenant-colo- 
nel Porterfield,  Virginia  ftate,  wounded  ;  Lieutenant-colonel  Du  Bu- 
fon,  A.  D.  C.  Gerald  Kalbe,  ditto.  Majors,  Winder,  ifl  Maryland 
regiment;  Penton,  Delaware  regiment ;  Pinkney,  A.  D.  C.  General 
Gates,  wounded.  Captains,  Brice,  3d  Maryland  regiment ;  Hoops, 
5th  ditto ;  Lynch,  5th  ;  Hamilton,  5th  ;  Hardman,  2d,  wounded  ; 
Smith,  3d,  ditto  ;  Dorfet,  artillery,  ditto.  Lieutenant  Brune,  legion, 
-ditto  ;  Rhoads,  Delaware  regiment ;  Lamout,  ditto  ;  Captain-lieute- 
nant Waters,  artillery  ;  Lieutenant  Shoemaker,  4th  Maryland  regi- 
ment, wounded  ;  Hanfon,  4th  ditto,  ditto  ;  Norris,  6th  ditto,  ditto ; 
Wallace,  artillery,  foot  legion  ;  Moreley,  artillery ;  Doll,  Delaware 
regiment ;  Sklllington,  ditto  ;  Lieutenant  and  Adjutant  Penvie,  ditto. 
Enfigns,  Burgis,  4th  Maryland  regiment;  Roach,  Delaware  regiment. 
Volunteers,  Nelfon,  6th  Maryland  regiment,  wounded ;  Rutledge, 
4th  ditto. 

Missing*  Captains,  Morris,  7th  Maryland  regiment,  wounded  ; 
Gaflay,  2d  ditto.  Lieutenant  Gaffaway,  2d  ditto ;  Captain  Meredith, 
artillery  ;  Captain-lieutenant  Blair,  ditto. 


;|  ,«««rjvt;^|'  ^» 
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SIR, 

THE  above  is  the  moft  accurate  return  at  prefeut.     Thofe  who  Notes  to  the 

Second 

have  received  flight  contufions,  which  do  not  hinder  their  doing  their    Chapter. 
duty,  are  not  included. 

Your  moft  obedient,  humble  fervant, 

O.    H.    WILLIAMS, 

Deputy  adjutant  general. 
Hillfborough,  Auguft  29,  1780. 

N.  B.  Seven  hundred  non-commiffioned  officers  and  foldiers  of  the 
Maryland  divifion  have  rejoined  the  army.  An  exad  return  thereof 
fhall  be  fent  by  the  next  conveyance. 

HORATIO    GATES. 

Publiflied  by  order  of  Congrefs. 

Charles  Thompson,  Sec, 


X  CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER      III. 


S'tate  of  the  royal  army.  —  State  of  South  Carolina.  —  The  Klfig\  troops 
move  forwards,  —  and  halt  at  Charlotte  town.  —  Lieutenant-colonel 
Browne  attacked  by  Colonel  Clarke,  —  and  relieved  by  Lieutenant-colonel 
Cruger. —  Fergufon  defeated.  —  'The  B'ritif}  army  falls  back.  —  Paffes  the 
Broad  river.,  —  and  takes  fojl  at  Wynnefhorough.  —  Marion  overruns  the 
lower  difiriSls.  —  IneffeSlual  attempt  upon  Sumpter.  —  Sumpter  moves  to- 
wards Ninety  Six.  —  AEllon  at  Blackftock's.  —  State  of  the  American 
army.  — Major-general  Greene  takes  the  command.  —  Preparations  for  a  ■ 
fecond  invafon  of  North  Carolina.  —  Major-general  Lejlie  arrives  at 
Charles  town  with  a  reinforcements 

X  H  E  immediate  advance  of  the  King's  troops  into  North  Carolina  Chap.  in. 
would  undoubtedly,  at  this  critical  period,  have  been  productive  of  va- 
rious and  important  advantages.  The  appearance  of  the  royal  forces, 
after  fuch  brilliant  fuccefs,  would  have  animated  their  friends,  difcou- 
raged  their  enemies,  and  continued  the  confufion  and  difperfion  of  the 
American  army.  But  however  i:ffeful  and  beneficial  fuch  an  expedition 
might  have  proved,  many  material  requifites  and  neceffary  arrange- 
ments were  not  in  convenient  ftate  or  fufficient  forwardnefs  to  warrant 
the  undertaking.     The  number  of  lick  in  the  hofpital,  the  late  addi- State  of  the 

royal  army. 

tion  of  the  wounded,  the  want  of  troops,  and  the  deficiency  of  Itores 
upon  the  frontier,  operated  with  the  prefeiit  heat  of  the  climate,  and 

X  z  the 
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Chap.  III.  the  fcarcity  of  provlfions  ia  North  Carolina.  The  convoys  with  fup- 
plies  were  again  preffed  forward,  and  a  reinforcement  of  men  was  or- 
dered from  Charles  town.  In  the  mean  time,  direftions  (A.)  were 
difpatched  to  the  well  afFtded,  to  lofe  no  time  in  afi'erabling  for  the 
purpofes  of  flopping  the  fugitives,  and  fecuring  the  continental  ftores, 
to  the  fouthward  of  the  Roanoke.     Aflurances  of  an  early  movement 

■.of  the  royal  army  accompanied  thefe  inftruiflions :  And,  in  order  to 
keep  alive   the  Britifli   interefl   in   North  Carolina,  Major  Fergufon's 

■  corps  of  rangers,  and  about  one  thoufand  loyal  militia,  were  advanced 
to  the  weftern  borders,  to  hold  communication  with  the  inhabitants  of 
Tryon  county  till  the  King's  troops  under  Earl  Cornwailis  were  in 
condition  to  advance. 

StateofSouth      NOTWITHSTANDING  the  commotions  had  been  violent,  and  almoft 

Caroliua.  .....  r    • 

general,  in  South  Carolina,  it  was  imagined  and  hoped  that  thefe  in- 
ternal troubles  would  fubfide,  when  the  inhabitants  gained  information 
of  the  late  diftinguiflied  fuperlority  which  had  attended  His  Majefty's 
arms  :  But  accident  now  difcovered  how  much  the  enemies  exceeded 
the  King's  friends  in  artifice.  Perfidy  and  revolt  had  not  been  con- 
fined to  the  lower  order  of  fociety.  Some  papers  taken  in  the  baggage 
of  the  American  general  officers,  and  other  collateral  intelligence,  dif- 
played  the  late  opinions  and  conduft  of  many  of  the  principal  inhabi- 
tants of  Charles  town:  Upwards  of  thirty  (B.)  of  this  defcription, 
iince  they  had  received  pardon  and  protedtion  from  the  Britifh  com- 
manders, had  held  treacherous  correfpondence  with  the  armed  enemies 
of  England,  or  had  been  indefatigably  engaged  in  Secretly  advancing 
the  interefl  of  Congrefs  throughout  South  Carolina.  An  order  was 
immediately  given  to  fecure  the  perfons  of  thofe  individuals  who  had 

(A.)  Note  A,  (B.)  Note  B. 

violated 
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violated  their  engagements.  The  accufed  were  comoiitted  to  the  pri-  Chap.  III. 
fon  (hips,  and  from  thence  conveyed  to  confinement  at  Augufthie.  A 
different  fate  awaited  thofe  delinquents  who  had  fought  againil:  the 
Briti(h  troops  with  paroles  in  their  pofl'eflion.  A  number  of  thefe 
offenders  were  led  forth  from  the  provoft,  and,  upon  a  full  conviftion 
of  their  guilt,  were  publicly  executed. 

A  SUBSEQUENT  event  manifefted  in  ftrong  colours  the  duplicity  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  province,  and  the  neceffity  of  occafioually  exer- 
cifuig  exemplary  punllhment  on  the  mod  guilty.  In  the  diftrids 
through  which  the  prifoners  were  to  pafs,  on  their  journey  to  Charles 
town,  the  inhabitants  had  almoft  univerfally  given  their  paroles,  or 
taken  out  certificates  as  good  citizens.  This  refle6>ion,  and  the  heat 
of  the  weather,  caufed  the  King's  officers  to  fend  fmall  guards  only  of 
infantry  from  Camden  to  efcort  detachments  of  continentals  and  mi- 
litia, taken  in  the  late  aftions  :  The  firfl  and  the  fecond  convoy  paifed 
in  fecurity  ;  but  the  third  was  waylaid  by  the  inhabitants  of  the. coun- 
try, under  the  direcllon  of  one  Horry  ;  the  Brltifh  were  made  pri- 
foners, and  the  Americans  releafed  from  captivity. 

Earl  Cornwallis  had  leifure,  before  the  army  was  ready  to  move, 
to  adjuft  fome  civil  arrangements,  which  were  wanted  in  Charles 
town,  and  to  dlgefl  judicious  regulations  for  the  future  government  of 
the  (C.)  commifhoners  vefled  with  powers  to  feize  the  eflates  of  the 
violent  enemies  of  Great  Britain.  Confifcation  was  a  proper  punifli- 
ment  for  the  avowed  partlzans  of  Congrefs,  and  for  revolters ;  but  ma- 
terial benefit  could  not  be  derived  from  it,  except  order  and  ceconomy 
-direiled  the  application.     About  this  time  Brigadier-general  Patterfon 

(C.)  Note  C. 

J  was 
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Chap.  III.  vvas  advifed  by  the  phylicians  to  leave  Carolina  on  account  of  his  bad 
health  ;  and,  upon  his  departure,  Lieutenant- colonel  Balfour  was  ap- 
pointed commandant  of  Charles  town. 

Before  the  middle  of  September,  part  of  the  ftores  being  arrived, 
with  a  reinforcement  from  Charles  town,  confifting  of  the  7th  regi- 
ment, and  Tome  recruits  for  the  provincials,  the  intended  movement 
into  North  Carolina  was  immediately  undertaken.  No  great  altera- 
tion was  made  upon  the  frontiers  ;  Lieutenant-colonel  Brown  being 
left  at  Augufta,  Lieutenant-colonel  Cruger  at  Ninety  Six,  and  Lieu- 
tenant-colonel TurnbuU  at  Camden  ;  except,  that  fome  direftions  were 
given  for  the  conftruftion  of  redoubts,  to  defend  the  magazine,  and 
to  protedl  the  communications  with  Charles  town.  Earl  Cornwallis, 
The  King's  with  the  principal  column  of  the  army,  compofed  of  the  7th,  23d, 
lonwdr.°^^  SS^j  ^^^  7^^  regiments  of  infantry,  the  volunteers  of  Ireland,  Ha- 
milton's corps,  Bryan's  refugees,  four  pieces  of  cannon,  about  fifty 
waggons,  and  a  detachment  of  cavalry,  marched  by  Hanging  rock, 
towards  the  Catawba  fettlement  ;  whilft  the  body  of  the  Brltlfh  dra- 
goons, and  the  light  and  legion  infantry,  with  a  three  pounder,  crofled- 
the  Wateree,  and  moved  up  the  eafl  fide  of  the  river,  under  Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Tarleton.  The  fcarcity  of  forage  in  the  diftriifl  of  the 
Wacfaws  was  the  principal  reafon  for  this  temporary  feparatlon.- 
Flour,  cattle,  and  forage  were  coUefted  with  difficulty  by  the  main 
army,  to  fupply  the  men  and  horfes  upon  the  march,  the  depreda- 
tions of  both  parties  having  made  a  defert  of  the  country. 

On  the  22d,  Earl  Cornwallis  diredled  the  Brltifh  legion  and  light 
infantry  to  crofs  the  Catawba  at  Blair's  ford,  in  order  to  form  the  ad- 
vanced guard,  for  the  immediate  (D.)  poffcffion  of  Charlotte  town. 

(D.)  Note  D. 

The 
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The  jundlicHi  of  the  light  troops  had  been  prevented  for  a  few  days,  Chap.  III. 
by  a  violent  fever  which  had  attacked  Lieutenent-colonel  Tarleton, 
andiyv^ich  yet  difablfed  him  from  (a.)  holding  his  fituation  when  his 
regiment  moved  forwards.  Several  convalefcent  men  of  the  army 
having  relapfed,  the  71ft,.  (a-)  under  M'Arthur,.  _was  left  near  Blair's 
mill,  to  afford  protedion  to  the  fick,  to  cover  the  mills  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, and  to  hold  communication  with  Camden,  till  the  arrival 
of  the. additional  fupplies.  Earl  Cornwallis  moved  forwards  as  foon  as 
the  legion  under  Major  Hanger  joined  him.  A  party  of  militia  fired  at 
the  advanced  dragoons  and  light  infantry  as  they  entered  the  town, 
and  a  more  conliderable  body  appeared  drawn  up  near  the  court  houfe. 
The  conduft  of  the  Americans  created  fufpicion  in  the  Britifli  :  An 
ambufcade  was  apprehended  by  the  light  troops,  who  moved  forwards 
for-  fome  time  with  great  circumfpeftion  :  A  charge  of  cavalry,  .mi,der 
Major  Hanger,  diffipated  this  ill-grounded  jealouiy,  and  totally  dif- 
perfed  the  militia.  The  purfuit  lafled  fome  time,  and  about  thirty 
of  the  enemy  were  killed  and  taken.  The  King's  troops  did  not  come 
out  of  this  Ikirmifli  unhurt :  Major  Hanger  and  Captains  Campbell 
and  M'Donald  were  wounded,  and  twelve  non-commifiioned  officers 
and  men  were  killed  and  wounded. 

Charlotte  town  afforded  fome  conveniencies,  blended  with  great 
difadvantages.  The  mills  in  its  neighbourhood  were  fuppofed  of  fuf- 
ficient  confequence  to  render  it  for  the  prefent  an  eligible  pofition,  And  halt  at 
and,  in  future,  a  neceflary  poft,  when  the  army  advanced:  But  the  town, 
aptnefs  of  its  intermediate  fituation  between  Camden  and  Salifbury, 
and  the  quantity  of  its  mills,  did  not  counterbalance  its  defers.  The 
town    and   environs    abounded  with  inveterate  enemies ;    the  planta- 

(a.)  In  note  E.  (a.)  In  note  D. 

tions 
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Chae,  III.  tions  in  the  neigbourhood  were  fmall  and  uncultivated  ;  the  roads 
liarrovy,  and  cfofled  in  every  diredlion  ;  and  the  whole  face  of  the 
country  covered  with  clofe  and  thick  woods.  In  addition  to  thefe 
difadvantages,  no  eftimation  could  be  made  o-f  the  fentiments  of  half 
the  inhabitants  of  North  Carolina,  vvhilft  the  royal  army  remained  at 
Charlotte  town.  It  was  evident,  and  it  had  been  frequently  men- 
tioned to  the  King's  officers,  that  the  counties  of  Mecklenburg  and 
Rohan  were  more  hoftile  to  England  than  any  others  in  America. 
The  vigilance  and  animofity  of  thefe  furrounding  diftrifls  checked 
the  exertions  of  the  well  afFeded,  and  totally  deftroyed  all  communi- 
cation between  the  King's  troops  and  the  loyalifts-  in  the  other  parts 
of  the  province.  No  Britifh  commander  could  obtain  any  information 
in  that  pofition,  which  would  facilitate  his  defigns,  or  guide  his  future 
conduit.  Every  report  concerning  the  meafures  of  the  governor  and 
aflembly  would  undoubtedly  be  ambiguous  ;  accounts  of  the  prepa^ 
rations  of  the  militia  could  only  be  vague  and  uncertain  ;  and  all  in- 
telligence of  the  real  force  and  movements  of  the  continentals  muft  be 
totally  unattainable. 

The  foraging  parties  were  every  day  haralTed  by  the  inhabitants, 
who  did  not  remain  at  home,  to  receive  payment  for  the  produce  of 
their  plantations,  but  generally  fired  from  covert  places,  to  annoy  the 
Britifh  detachments.  Ineffedual  attempts  were  made  upon  convoys 
coming  from  Camden,  and  the  Intermediate  poft  at  Blair's  mill ;  but 
individuals  with  expreffes  were  frequently  murdered.  An  attack  was 
dire£ted  againft  the  picket  at  Pplk's  mill,  two  miles  from  the  town  : 
The  Americanrs  were  gallantly  received  by  Lieutenant  Guyon,  of  the 
23d  regiment ;  and  the  fire  of  his  party  from  a  loop-holed  building 
adjoining  the  mill,  repulfed  the  affailants.  Notwithflanding  the  dif- 
ferent checks  and  loffes  fuftained  by  the  militia  of  the  diflrift,  they 

continued 
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contuiued  their  hoftillties  with  unwearied  perfeverance ;  and  the  Brltifh  Chap.  III. 
troops   were  fo  efFe£tually  blockaded   in    their   prefcnt   pofition,  that 
very  few,  out  of  a  great  number  of  meflengers,  could  reach  Charlotte 
towa  ia  the  beginning  of  Oilober,  to  give  intelligence  of  Fergufou'-s 
fituation. 

It  Is  here  neceffary  to  take  are  trofpeflive  view  of  the  weftern  frontier 
of -Georgia  and  South  Carolina,  (i.)     A  Colonel  Clarke  had  aflembled  Lkutenant- 

colonel 

a  corps  of  back  woodrman  about  the  beginning  of  September,  with  Brown  at- 
tacked by  Go- 
which  he  marched  to  attack  the  Britifh  pofl  at  Augufta  :  Upon  the  lo»eiCj(}ike. 

approach  of  the  Americans,  Lieutenant-colonel  Brown  thought  it  ne- 
ceflary  to  call  fome  friendly  Indians,  about  three  miles  diftant,  to  his 
affiftance.  As  foon  as  he  had  joined  two  hundred  Cherokees  to  his 
corps  of  provincials,  which  confifted  of  one  hundred  and  fifty,  he  was 
informed  of  the  near  advance  of  the  enemy.  The  town  of  Augufta 
did  not  afford  an  eHgible  pofition  ;  the  Britifh  commander,  therefore, 
directed  his  courfe  towards  Garden  hill,  a  plantation  on  the  Savannah 
road.  When  the  provincials  and  Indians  arrived  in  fight  of  Mackay's 
houfe,  it  was  difcovered  that  the  Americans  were  already  in  poffeffion 
of  Garden  hill.  Lieutenant-colonel  Brown  ordered  his  cannon  to  fire 
upon  the  enemy,  and  gave  direction  to  his  troops  to  charge  and  dif- 
lodge  them.  Notwithflanding  the  lofs  of  a  three  pounder,  the  attack 
was  attended  with  fuccefs,  and  the  buildings  on  the  hill,  after  a  con- 
flict of  twenty  minutes,  were  pofTefTed  by  the  afl'ailauts.  Great  part 
of  the  Indians  behaved  with  order  and  bravery. 

Immediate  Inflruftious  were  given  to  the  Britifh,  to  loophole  the 
buildings,  and  to  remain  upon  the  defensive.     Colonel  Clarke  rallied 

(i.)  Vide  page  28  Remembrancer,  part  lil,  year  1781. 

~  Y  his 
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Chap.  ill.  his  men,  and  received  a  reinforcement  before  evening,  when  he  de- 
tached a  party  of  riflemen  to  fire  upon  the  provincials  and  Indians. 
Nothing  of  confequence  happening  before  daybreak,  Lieutenaut-colonei 
Brown  direfted  his  people  to  throw  up  fome  intrenchments  round  the 
buildings.  They  had  not  proceeded  far  with  this  work,  when  ano- 
ther detachment  of  fifty  Cherokees  came  into  the  pofl;,  and  reported, 
that  the  Americans  were  approaching.  Soon  after.  Colonel  Clarke 
fired  upon  the  buildings  with  cannon  ;  The  attack  with  artillery  and 
fmall  arms  was  continued  with  little  intermillion.  After  two  days 
ciofe  fiege,  the  American  fent  a  fummons  to  the  Britifli  commanding 
officer,  to  furrender  Garden  hill  :  Lieutenant-colonel  Brown  anfwered, 
that  he  would  defend  the  place  to  the  lafl  extremity.  Not  fatlsfied 
with  this  correfpondence,  Clarke  infolently  required  a  compliance 
with  his  demand,  accompanied  with  menaces  of  cruelty  in  cafe  of 
refufal :  He  received  for  reply,  that  the  Britifli  would  commence  hof-> 
tilities  on  the  return  of  the  flag.  The  befiegers  began  a  very  heavy 
•  fire  from  their  artillery  and  fmall  arms,  in  which  the  lofs  of  the  gar- 
rifon  was  inconfiderable :  They  renewed  it  at  intervals  during  the 
night.  At  daybreak  it  was  repeated  and  returned  ;  when  a  fog  clear- 
ing away,  the  Britifli  difcovered  that  the  Americans  were  retreating... 

The  motive  for  the  preflSng  fummons  and  fubfequent  retreat  was 

foon  apparent.     Lieutenant-colonel  Cruger,  who  commanded  at  Ninety 

Six,  had  made  exertions  to  relieve  Lieutenant-colonel  Brown  from  his 

embarraffed  fituation.     Upon  the  firfl;  news  of  the  advance  of  Clarke 

againft  Augufta,  he  colleded  a  number  of  friendly  militia,  and  after 

adding  them  to  the  force  which  he  could  with  propriety  draw  from 

And  relieved  ^'^  garrifon,  he  marched  towards  the  Savannah  river.     In  confequence 

nant-cdonel  °^  ^^^^    approach,    the  Americans  began   to  retreat.     On   the    19th, 

'^^^^^'        he  fent  a  meflage  over    the  river  to   Brown,    requefting  his  advice 

concerninsr 
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concerning  co-operation.  The  plan  being  fpeediiy  adjufled,  a  fire  Chap. Ill, 
was  commenced  from  Garden  hill,  to  cover  the  paffage  of  the  rein- 
forcement acrofs  the  river,  and  through  a  hollow  way  :  Before  the  ad- 
vanced guard  reached  the  garrifon,  Clarke's  corps  had  abandoned  their 
camp  with  evident  marks  of  confufion.  The  Britifli  purfued  the  rear 
(b,)  of  the  Americans,  made  fome  prifoners,  and  retook  the  cannon 
they  had  loll  in  the  firft  adion. 

In  this  refolute  defence,  Lieutenant-colonel  Brown  had  other  diffi- 
culties to  ftruggle  with,  befides  the  fuperiority  of  the  enemy.  The 
diftance  of  the  wells  from  the  buildings  rendered  the  pofition  ex- 
tremely inconvenient  and  difadvantageous,  as  it  was  impoffible  to 
procure  fupplies  of  water  for  the  garrifon  towards  the  end  of  the 
liege.  On  the  part  of  the  Britifh,  Lieutenant-colonel  Brown  was 
wounded  ;  Captain  Johnfon,  a  very  promifing  officer  of  the  fame 
corps,  was  killed  :  The  lofs,  otherwife,  was  not  confiderable,  and  fell 
principally  upon  the  Indians.  The  American  force  which  formed  the 
attack  confifled  of  feven  hundred  men,  and  their  killed  and  wounded 
amounted  to  near  a  lixth  of  their  number. 

Although  this  expedition  was  baffled,  the  cloud  which  hung  over 
was  not  difperfed.  Many  parties  from  the  back  fettlements  had  taken 
the  field,  to  reinforce  Clarke,  and  overwhelm  fome  pofl  or  detach- 
ment on  the  frontier.  The  diftance  of  the  country  from  whence  the 
mountaineers  marched,  together  with  the  rapidity  of  their  movements 
on  horfeback,  equally  prevented  intelligence  of  their  approach,  or  pre- 
paration for  their  reception.  The  failure  of  Colonel  Clarke  before 
Augufta  inspired  Lieutenant-colonel  Cruger  with  an  idea  of  cutting 

(b.)  In  note  E. 

Y  2  off 
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Ghaf.  Ill,  ofF  his  retreat  to  the  mountahis :  He  gave  notice  of  his  defigii  to 
Major  Fergufon,  then  employed  upon  the  frontier,  who  willingly  con- 
curred in  the  project.  Cruger,  after  gaining  fome  advantage,  found 
tlie  purfuit  would  carry  him  too  far  from  Ninety  Six,  to  which  place 
he  judicioufly  returned.  Fergufon  unfortunately  adhered  to  the  plan 
of  ftriking  at  Clarke,  and  thought  the  dire£lion  which  he  had  taken 
towards  Gilbert  town  perfectly  confonant  to  hispurpofe.  The  obje(5l 
Clarke  aimed  at,  was  to  form  a  communication  with  many  detach- 
ments of  his  friends  who  were  approaching  ;  or,  if  the  fuperiority,  or 
advanced  fituation  of  Fergufon  prevented  that  intention,  to  join  Colo- 
nel Sumpter  on  the  borders  of  South  Carolina.  Near  the  end  of  Sep- 
tember, Major  Fergufon  had  intelligence  of  Clarke's  having  joined 
Sumpter,  and  that  a  fwarm  of  backwoodfmen,  by  an  unexpeded  and 
rapid  approach  to  Gilbert  town,  now  threatened  his  deftrudtion.  He 
difpatched  information  to  Earl  Cornwallis  of  the  fuperlor  numbers  to 
which  he  oppofed,  and  dire£lly  commenced  his  march  to  the  Catawba. 
(c.)  Notwithftanding  the  prudent  plan  of  verging  towards  the  royal 
army,  and  advertifmg  the  Brltifli  general  of  his  fituation,  owing  to 
fome  interruption  of  communication,  or  the  diftance  of  his  friends,  a 
detachment  did  not  march  in  time  from  Charlotte  town  to  yield  him 
affiftance. 

Colonels  Campbell,  (F.)  Cleveland,  Selby,  Seveer,  Williams,  Bran- 
don, and  Lacy,  being  informed  at  Gilbert  town,  of  the  retreat  of  Fergu- 
fon by  the  Cherokee  road,  towards  King's  mountain,  felefted  fixteen 
hundred  chofen  men  on  horfeback,  for  a  vigorous  purfuit.  The  rapid 
Fergufon  de-  niarch  of  this  corps  foon  rendered  an  aftion  inevitable.  Major  Fergufon 
heard  of  the  enemy's  approach  at  King's  mountain  :  He  occupied  the 

(c.)  In  note  E.  (F.)  Note  F, 
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tnofl  favourable  pofition  he  could  find,  and  waited  the  attack.  The  Chap.  IIL 
aftion  commenced  at  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  on  the  jth  of 
Odober,  and  was  difputed  with  great  bravery  near  an  hour,  when 
the  death  of  the  gallant  Fergufon  threw  his  whole  corps  into  total 
confufion.  No  effort  was  made  after  this  event  to  refift  the  enemy's 
barbarity,  or  revenge  the  fall  of  their  leader.  By  American  accounts, 
one  hundred  and  fifty  officers  and  men  of  the  provincials  and  loyal 
miliatia  were  killed,  one  hundred  and  fifty  were  wounded,  and  eight 
hundred  were  made  prifoners.  The  mountanieers,  it  is  reported,  ufed 
every  iufult  and  indignity,  after  the  ailion,  towards  the  dead  body  of 
Major  Fergufon,  and  exercifed  horrid  cruelties  on  the  prifoners  that 
fell  into  their  poffeffion. 

In  the  beginning,  of  Oftober  it  was  intended  to  fend  a  corps  from 
Charlotte  town,  under  the  orders  of  Lieutenant-colonel  Webfter,  to 
attack  a  party  of  Americans,  commanded  by  General  Sumner,  at 
Alexander's  mill,  on  a  branch  of  Rocky  river  ;  but  the  defign  was  laid 
afide,  on  account  of  the  news  from  the  Weft  ward.  On  the  loth, 
Earl  Cornwallis  gave  orders  to  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton,  to  march 
with  the  light  infantry,  the  Britifli  legion,  and  a  three  pounder,  to 
aflift  Major  Fergufon,  no  certain  intelligence  having  arrived  of  his 
defeat :  It  was  rumoured  with  great  confidence  by  the  Americans  hi 
the  neigbourhood  of  Charlotte  town,  and  the  probability  of  the  cir- 
cumftance  gave  weight  to  the  report.  Tarleton's  inftruiflions  direded 
him  to  reinforce  Fergufon  wherever  he  could  find  him,  and  to  draw 
his  corps  to  the  Catawba,  if  after  the  junftion,  advantage  could  not  be 
obtained  over  the  mountaineers  ;  or, ,  upon  the  certainty  of  his  defeat, 
at  all  events  to  oppofe  the  entrance  of  the  victorious  Americans  into 
South  Carolina  :  Accordingly,  Tarleton  marched  to  Smith's  ford,  below 
the  forks  of  the  Catawba,  where  he  received  certain  information  of 

the 
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Chap. III.  the  melancholy  fate  of  Major  Fergufon.  This  mortifying  intelligence 
was  forwarded  to  Charles  town,  and  the  light  troops  croffed  the  river, 
to  give  protedlion  to  the  fugitives,  and  to  attend  the  operations  of  the 
enemy. 

The  de{l:ru6lion  of  Fergufon  and  his  corps  marked  the  period  and 
the  extent  of  the  firft  expedition  into  North  Carolina.  Added  to  the 
depreffion  and  fear  it  communicated  to  the  loyalifts  upon  the  borders, 
and  to  the  fouthward,  the  effetft  of  fuch  an  important  event  was  fen- 
fibly  felt  by  Earl  Cornwallis  at  Charlotte  town.  The  weaknefs  of 
his  army,  the  extent  and  poverty  of  North  Carolina,  the  want  of 
knowledge  of  his  enemy's  defigns,  and  the  total  ruin  of  his  militia, 
prefented  a  gloomy  profpedt  at  the  commencement  of  the  campaign, 
A  farther  progrefs  by  the  route  which  he  had  undertaken  could  not 
poffibly  remove,  but  would  undoubtedly  encreafe  his  difficulties ;  he 
therefore  formed  a  fudden  determination  to  quit  Charlotte  town,  and 
pafs  the  Catawba  river.  The  army  was  ordered  to  move,  and  exprefles 
were  difpatched  to  recal  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton. 

In  the  mean  time  the  light  troops,  after  croffing  the  Catawba,  di- 
rected their  courfe  to  the  weftward  ;  on  the  route,  they  picked  up  a 
fmall  number  of  fugitives,  and  gained  intelligence  that  the  hofl  of 
iTiountaineers  which  had  deftroyed  Fergufon  was  returned  to  th*e  north- 
ward, without  following  the  victory ;  that  Colonel  Sumpter  with  his 
corps  remained  upon  the  frontier  ;  and  that  General  Gates  was  expeded 
to  advance,  upon  the  news  of  the  late  fuccefs,  with  the  continentals 
and  militia  to  the  Yadkin.  The  fituation  of  Colonel  Sumpter's  de- 
tachment on  Bullock's  creek  attra£led  Tarleton's  attention,  and  he  was 
adopting  meafures  to  diflodge  the  Americans  when  the  exprefles  from 

royal 
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the  royal  army  prevented  his  defigii,  by  requhaig  his  aiftaat  return  to  Cijaf.  Ill, 
the  Catawba. 

The  Kmg's  troops  left  Charlotte  town  on  the  evenuig  of  the  14th,. The  Bntifli 

.  111/-/-1  11      army  falls 

to  march  to  the  Catawba  ford  :  Owing  to  the  badnels  of  the  road,  the  back. 
ignorance  of  the  guides,  the  darknefs  of  the  night,  or  fome  other  un- 
known caufe,  the  Britifli  rear  guard  deftroyed,  or  left  behind,  near 
twenty  waggons,  loaded  with  fupplies  for  the  army,  a  printing  prefs, 
and  other  ftores  belonging  to  public  departments,  and  the  knapfacks 
of  the  light  infantry  and  legion.  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  had  di- 
refted  his  troops  to  leave  their  baggage  with  the  army,  when  fent  upon 
the  late  expedition.  The  order  for  the  move  being  unexpe6ted  at  Char- 
lotte town,  the  property  of  the  abfent  was  committed  to  the  worfl: 
waggons,  and  was  unfortunately  loft.  As  foon  as  the  Britifli  legion, 
and  the  light  infantry,  arrived  at  the  Catawba  ford,  they  were  ordered 
to  crofs  the  river,  which  they  accompliflied  with  fome  difficulty,  oil 
account  of  a  great  fall  of  rain.  The  royal  forces  remained  two  days 
in  an  anxious  and  miferable  fituation  in  the  Catawba  fettlement,  owing 
to  a  dangerous  fever,  which  fuddenly  attacked  Earl  Cornwallis,  and  to 
the  want  of  forage  and  provifions  :  When  the  phyficians  declared  his 
lordfhip's  health  would  endure  the  motion  of  a  waggon,.  Colonel  Lord 
Rawdon,  the  fecond  in  command,  direded  the  King's  troops  to  crofs 
Sugar  creek,  where  fome  fupplies  might  be  obtained  from  the  country:. 
On  this  move,  the  Mecklenburg  militia,  fuppofing  the  cavalry  ftill  ab- 
fent, attempted  to  harafs  the  head  of  the  column  ;.  when  their  want 
of  Intelligence  proved  fatal  to  the  moft  enterprifing  of  the  party.     A 

few  days  afterwards  the  army  paffed  the  Catawba  river,  near.  Twelve- Pafles the  Ca- 
tawba river, 
mile  creek,  without  difficulty  or  oppolition. 
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CiiAr.  III.  It  was  now  evident,  beyond  contradiftion,  that  the  Brkifli  general 
had  not  adopted  the  mofl  eligible  plan  for  the  Invafion  of  North  Caro- 
lina. The  route  by  Charlotte  town,  through  the  moft  hoflile  quarter 
of  the  province,  on  many  accounts,  was  not  advifable.  Its  diftance 
likewife  from  Fergufon  allowed  the  enemy  to  direft  their  attesition  and 
force  againft  that  officer,  which  ultimately  proved  his  deftrudion.  A 
movement  on. the  weft  of  the  Catawba,  towards  Tryon  county,  would 
have  been  better  calculated  either  to  cover  the  frontier  of  South  Caro- 
lina, or  to  protecSl  detachments  from  the  army.  Another  operation 
might  alfo  have  been  attempted,  which,  in  all  probability,  would  liave 
had  a  beneficial  efFe£V.  Confidering  the  force  of  the  King's  troops  at 
this  period,  a  march  to  Crofs  creek  would  have  been  the  moft  rational 
manceuvre  that  could  have  been  adopted  ;  where  the  inhabitants  were 
acknowledged  to  be  almoft  univerfally  loyal :  Upon  this  move  Fergu- 
fon would  have  been  undoubtedly  ordered  to  retire,  and  to  remain  upon 
the  defenfive  to  the  weft  ward  ;  and  Earl  Cornwallis  would  have  had  a 
favourable  and  convenient  opportunity  to  try  the  fidelity  of  the  K'mg's 
friends,  and  to  difcover  whether  the  water  communication  between 
that  place  and  Wilmington  could  be  opened  ;  a  point  which  (hould  ne- 
ceflarily  have  been  afcertained  before  the  royal  army  proceeded  to  the 
interior  parts  of  North  Carolina. 

The  plan  for  the  winter's  campaign  benig  abandoned,  the  next  ob- 
je£t  was  to  look  out  for  a  proper  pofition  (G.)  to  cover  South  Carolina: 
Immediate  attention  was  given  to  procure  intelligence  of  the  ftate  of 
the  country  between  the  Catawba  and  Broad  rivers,  and  of  the  fitua- 
tions  that  would  allow  fafe  and  diredl  communication  with  Ninety  Six 
.and  Camden.     Several  xiiovements  .were  made  before  a  regular  camp 

(G.)  Note  G. 

was 
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■  was  eftabliflied  :  It  was  impoffible  to  rely  upon  the  information  of  in-  Chap.  ill. 
habitants  ;  for,  in  all  defcriptions  of  country,  they  are  influenced  by 
fecret  confiderations,  which  dire6l  them  to  confult  their  own  intereft 
and  convenience.  Befides,  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  individuals, 
unacquainted  with  war,  can  point  out  the  moH:  eligible  pofl  to  be  occu- 
pied by  an  army  a6ling  upon  the  defenfive.  The  King's  troops  moved 
through  a  plentiful  country  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Fifhing  creek, 
whilft  meafures  were  employed  to  find  out  the  mofl  convenient  pofitioa 
on  the  frontier.  Before  the  end  of  0(5lober,  Earl  CornwalHs  fortu- 
nately recovered  from  his  indifpofition,  and  about  the  fame  period  a 
proper  encampment  was  difcovered.  After  minute  inquiry  and  exami- 
nation, Wynnefborough  prefented  the  moft  numerous  advantages  :  Its 
fpacious  plantations  yielded  a  tolerable  poft ;  its  centrical  fituation  be- 
tween the  Broad  river  and  the  Wateree  afforded  protedion  io  Ninety 
Six  and  Camden  ;  and  its  vicinity  to  the  Dutch  forks,  and  a  rich  coun- 
try in  the  rear,  promifed  abundant  fupplies  of  flour,  forage,  and  cat- 
tle. As  foon  as  the  army  arrived  on  this  ground,  the  fick  were  con- ^^^  ^^^gg 
veyed  to  the  hofpital  at  Camden;  rum  and  other  ftores  were  required ^^y^ngf^o- 
from  that  place,  and  communication  was  opened  with  Ninety  Six. 


roiicch. 


Di/RING  the  move  into  North  Carolina,  the  officers  who  commanded 
upon  the  frontier,  and  within  the  province  of  South  Carolina,  had 
been  attentive  to  the  fecurity  of  their  refpfedlive  commands.  Lieute- 
nant-colonel Turnbull,  with  the  afliftance  of  the  inhabitants,  and  by 
the  labour  of  the  provincials  and  the  negroes,  had  commenced,  and 
almofl  completed,  fome  redoubts  at  Camden,  which  would  greatly  re- 
medy the  badnefs  of  the  polition.  Works  were  likewife  conflruded  at 
Thompfon's  houfe,  and  at  Nelfon's  ferry,  to  fecure  the  communica- 
tions with  Charles  town.  Lieutenant-colonel  Cruger  had  made  ufe  of 
the  fame  precautions  at  Ninety  Six  ;  the  defences  at  that  place  were  in 

Z  great 
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Chap.  III.  great  forwardnefs,  and  the  pofl  was  in  a  tenable  ftate.  The  troops  at 
George  town,  fince  a  late  attempt  of  the  Americans,  had  been  em- 
ployed in  the  fame  manner,  and  they  were  affifted  by  an  armed  naval 
force.  Great  alterations  were  made  in  the  fortifications  of  Charles 
town  ;  the  old  works  were  nearly  thrown  down,  and  Major  Mon- 
criefFe  demonflrated  his  knowledge  and  judgement  in  the  proje6ted  im- 
provements. 

As-  foon  as  the  news  of  the  vidlory  near  Camden  arrived  at  New 
York,  the  commander  in  chief  immediately  embarked  a  refpeflable 
corps,  which  he  difpatched  under  the  orders  of  Major-general  (H.) 
Leflie  into  the  Chefapeak,  to  make  a  diverfion  in  the  lower  part  of 
Virginia,  and,  by  paffing  the  Roanoke,  to  form  a  junction  with  the 
fouthern  r.rmy.  Thefe  inf1:ru£lions  were  accompanied  with  an  order 
from  Sir  Henry  Clinton  for  General  Leflie  to  obey  the  mandates  of 
Earl  Cornwallis,  in  cafe  fuch  a  junction  could  not  be  made,  or  that 
fuch  operations  in  Virginia  did  not  tend  to  the  public  welfare.  Letters 
were  likewife  fent  to  Earl  Cornwallis,  declaring  the  obje£l  of  the  ex- 
pedition up  James'  river;  but  leaving  the  profecution  of  that  defign, 
and  the  future  management  of  the  troops  under  Lellie,  to  his  lordfhip's 
judgement  and  abfolute  diredion.  The  diftance  between  Nanfemond 
in  Virginia,  and  Wynnefborough  in  South  Carolina,  the  pofitions  of 
General  Leflie  and  Earl  Cornwallis  in  the  beginning  of  November, 
did  not  promife  a  very  early  jundlion,  or  co-operation  by  land  ;  the 
latter,  therefore,  about  this  period,  made  ufe  of  the  authority  allowed 
him  by  the  commander  in  chief,  in  defiring  the  Virginia  army  again  to 
embark,  and  to  proceed  firfl  to  Wilmington,  and  afterwards  to  Charles 
town,. 


(H.)  NoteH.' 

The 
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The  fuccefs  of  the  Americans  at  King's  mountain,  and  the  diftance  Chap.  III. 
of  Earl  Cornwallis'  army,  prompted  many  of  the  difafFefted  inhabi- 
tants of  South  Carolina  again  to  violate  their  paroles,  and  to  unite  un- 
der a  leader  in  the  eaftern  part  of  the  province.     Mr.  rvlarion,  by  his 
zeal  and  abilities,  fhevved  himfelf  capable  of  the  truft  committed  to 
his  charge.     He  collefted  his  adherents  at  the  Ihorteft  notice,  in  the  Marion  over- 
neighbourhood  of  Black  river,  and,  after  making  incurfions  Into  theaiiirias. 
friendly  diftrifts,  or  threatening  the  communications,  to  avoid  purfulf, 
he  dllbanded  his  followers.     The  alarms  occafioned  by  thefe  infurrec- 
tions  frequently  retarded  fupplles  on  their  way  to  the  army  ;  and  a  late 
report  of  Marion's  ftrength  delayed  fl<^ junction  of  the  recruits,  who 
had  arrived  from  New  York  for  the  corps  in  the  country.     The  64th 
regiment  of  infantry  was  ordered  to  Kellbn's  ferry  from  Charles  town, 
and  dire£lions  were  given  to  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  to  pafs  the 
Wateree  to  awe  the  infurgents.     Earl  Cornwallis  was  imprefled  with 
an  idea  that  the  Americans  had  a  defign  upon  Camden  :  The  report  of 
the  advance  of  General  Morgan  towards  the  head  of  Lynche's  creek, 
with  Colonel  Wafhington's  cavalry,  and  a  body  of  continental  infan- 
try, together  with  the  exaggerated  accounts  of  Marlon's  force,  gave 
plaufiblllty  to  the  fuppofitlon.     The  lituatlon  and  importance  of  the 
magazine  caufed  early  jealoufy  and  immediate  attention.     The  light 
troops,  however,  on  their  arrival  at  Camden,  .found  no  reafon  to  ex- 
pert an  attack  frorri  General  Morgan,  and  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton 
thought  the  opportunity  favourable  to  commence  an  expedition  againft  4th  Novem- 
Marion. 

Earl  Cornwallis  approving  (a.)   the  defign,  the  light  troops  (I.) 
marched  down  the  eaft  bank  of  the  Wateree.     According  to  the  re- 

(a.)  In  note  G.  (I.)  Note  L 
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Chap.  III.  ports  of  the  country,  General  Marion's  numbers  were  hourly  increa- 
fnig,  which  induced  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  to  move  his  corps, 
for  a  Ihort  time,  in  a  very  compaft  body,  left  the  Americans  fhould 
gain  any  advantage  over  patroles  or  detachments  :  But  as  foon  as  he 
found  the  account  of  numbers  exaggerated,  and  that  the  enemy  de- 
clined an  engagement,  he  divided  his  corps  into  feveral  fmall  parties, 
publifhing  intelligence  that  each  was  a  patrole,  and  that  the  main  body 
of  the  King's  troops  had  countermarched  to  Camden.  Notwithftand- 
ing  the  divifions  fcattered  throughout  the  country,  to  impofe  upon  the 
enemy,  Lieutenant- colonel  Tarleton  took  care  that  no  detachment 
fhould  be  out  of  the  reach  of  afliftance ;  and  that  the  whole  formed, 
after  dulk  every  evening,  a  folid  and  vigilant  corps  during  the  night. 
This  ftratagem  had  not  been  employed  more  than  three  days  before 
General  Marion  was  on  the  point  of  falling  a  facrifice  to  it.  He  ad- 
vanced on  the  loth,  before  day,  with  five  hundre.d  militia,  to  attack 
Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton,  (who  had  notice  of  his  approach)  and  ar» 
rived  within  two  miles  of  his  poft  ;  when  a  perfon  of  the  name  of  , 
Richardfon  difcovered  to  him  his  mifconception  of  the  Britifh  force. 
Tarleton,  unable  to  account  for  the  flow  advance  of  the  Americans, 
difpatched  an  officer  with  a  few  men  to  find  out  the.caufe,  who  foou 
obtained  information  how  the  project  was  betrayed,,,  which  had  already. 
caufed  Marion  to  retreat  with  confufion  and  rapidity.  A  purfuit  was 
immediately  commenced,  and  continued  for  feven  hours  through 
fwamps  and  defiles  :  Some  prifoners  fell  into  the  poffeffion  of  the  le- 
gion dragoons,  who  gained  ground  very  faft,  and  muft  foon  have 
brouoht  the  enemy  to  aiTcion,  when  an  exprefs  from  Earl  Cornwallis, 
who  had  followed  the  tracks  of  the  march,  recalled  Lieutenant-colo- 
nel Tarleton. 

The 
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The  circumftance  (K.)  which  occafioned  this  unexpe6led  order  for  CiiAr.lii. 
the  light  troops  to  return  to  the  weftward,  was  the  falhire  of  an  enter- 
prife  in  that  quarter,  which  made  an  opening  for  the  advance  of  a  for- 
midable corps  of  Americans  into  the  diflridt  of  Ninety  Six.  Whilft 
the  Britifh  legion  and  the  light  infantry  were  employed  in  watching 
the  fecurity  of  Camden,  and  afterwards  engaged  in  the  expedition 
againfl:  General  Marion,  Earl  Cornwallis  received  intelligence  of  the 
approach  of  General  Sumpter  :  (b.)  In  a  few  days  the  information  be- 
came particular,  in  refpeft  to  the  number  of  the  Americans,  and  their 
pofition  :  Thefe  neceflary  points  being  afcertained,  the  noble  Earl 
communicated  his  defign  of  ftriking  at  General  Sumpter  to  Major 
Wemyfs,  of  the  63d  foot,  whofe  corps  had  joined  fince  the  army  had 
been  encamped  at  Wynnefborough,  and  brought  horfes  enow,  with 
the  addition  of  a  fmall  fupply  from  the  departments,  to  mount  a  con- 
fiderable  part- of  the  regiment :  This  body  of  mounted  infantry,  with 
an  officer  and  forty  men,  who  were  left  at  head  quarters  from  the  le- 
gion, cavalry,  compofed  flrengfh  fufficient  for  the  expedition,  and  the 
execution  of  it  was  committed  to  Major  Wemyfs, 

On  the  8th,  being  furnifhed  with  guides,  he  left  the  army  in  the 
evening,  and  moved  towards  Fifh  dam,  the  camp  of  General  Sumpter  : 
The  rapidity  of  the  march,  or  the  Ihortnefs  of  the  diilance,  brought 
him  to  the  American  pofl  fooner  than  he  expedled  :  A  delay  till  day- 
break, which  was  the  time  intended  for  the  attack,  he  thought  would 
difcover  his  defign,  and  afford  the  enemy  an  opportunity  to  decamp. 
Actuated  by  thefe   confiderations,  he  determined  to  attempt   General  ineffeaual at. 

.  ^  tempt  upoH 

Sumpter's  detachment  without  lofs  of  time,  and  before  any  dilcovery  Sumpter. 
had  been  made  by  the  patroles.     At  one  o'clock  in  the  morning  Major. 

XK.)  Note  K.  (b.)  In  note  G. 


3 


Wemyfs, 
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Chap.  III.  Wemyfs,  at  the  head  of  his  corps,  charged  the  picket,  when,  out  of 
five  fliots  which  were  fired,  two  took  place  in  the  arm  and  knee  of  the 
Britifh  commanding  officer  :  This  event  rendered  the  furprife  ufelefs  ; 
and  General  Sumpter  owed,  perhaps,  his  own  and  the  fafety  of  his 
people  to  the  perfonal  misfortune  of  Major  Wemyfs.  The  fecond  iu 
command  not  being  fully  acquainted  with  the  plan  previous  to  the  ac- 
cident of  his  fuperior  officer,  was  at  a  lofs  how  to  proceed  ;  which 
flate  of  uncertainty  gave  Sumpter  time  to  recover  his  people  from  con- 
fufion,  and  to  make  a  handfome  retreat.  The  Britifli  had  near  twenty 
officers  and  men  killed  and  wounded.  The  American  commander  pub- 
lifhed  exaggerated  accounts  of  the  affair,  pafi'ed  the  Broad  river  to  join 

Sumpter        Colouels  Clarke  and  Brannen,    and,   thus  reinforced,  threatened  the 

moves  to- 
wards Ninety  diflrid  of  Ninety  Six. 
Six.  ^ 

Although  the  light  troops  had  made  a  laborious  march  of  twenty- 
four  miles,  through  a  very  difficult  country,  they  returned  ten  miles 
the  fame  evening  the  exprefs  arrived  from  Earl  Cornwallis.  When 
they  reached  Singleton's  mills,  on  the  12th,  they  found  that  their  late 
expedition,  though  not  completed  to  their  wifhes,  had  taken  very 
defirable  effeft.  The  militia  flocked  to  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton, 
and  aflured  him  of  their  friendly  difpofitlons,  which  they  durft  not 
manifeft  before  Marion's  retreat  :  They  likewlfe  informed  him,  that 
the  appearance  of  the  Britifh  troops  had  checked  a  revolt,  which 
would  in  a  few  days  have  become  general,  between  the  Pedee  and 
Santee  rivers,  and  inevitably  have  deftroyed  the  navigation  which  fup- 
plled  the  magazine.  Tarleton  encouraged  the  difplrlted  loyalifts,  and, 
after  adopting  fome  meafures  by  which  the  commanding  officer  at 
Camden  would  have  early  Intelligence  of  any  danger  which  threatened 
the  communications,  he  purfued  his  march  towards  Wynnefborough. 
■On  paffing  the  Wateree,  he  received  orders  to  lead  the  light  troops  to 

Brierley's 
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Brierley's  (2.)  ferry,  on  Broad  river,  where  he  would  find   the  firft  Chap.  III. . 
battalion  of  the  71  ft,  and  a  detachment  of  the  63d  (a.)  regiment.     Be- 
fore he   reached   the  ferry,  he  received  inftruftions  from  Earl  Corn- 
wallis  to  pafs  the  river,  with  the  legion,  the  light  infantry,  and  the 
63d,  and   to  endeavour  to  defeat  or  difperfe  General  Sumpter's  com- 
mand, which  was  approaching  Ninety  Six.     Care  was  taken  to  con- 
ceal the  green  uniform  of  the  cavalry   from  the  view  of  an  enemy's 
detachment,  which  occupied  the  oppofite  bank.     This  precaution  was 
neceflary,  in  order  to  throw  the  Americans  off  their  guard,  and  con- 
tinue their  belief  of  the  abfence   of  the  Britifh  legion,  which  Sump- 
ter   fuppofed  ftill  employed  on   an   expedition  againft  Marion.     The 
appearance  of  the  63d  and  ^ifl  in  red  clothing,  tended  to  corroborate 
the  enemy's  information,  and  lull  them  into  fecurity  ;.  which  circum-* 
fiance  had  a  reafonable  chance  of  producing  future  advantages  to  the 
light  troops,  who  had  marched  with  fo  much  celerity  from  the  eaf- 
tern   part  of  the  province,  that  no  intelligence  of  their  return  had. 
reached  General  Sumpter.      Two   pieces  of  cannon  were  fired  from 
Major  M'Arthur's  quarters  on  the  edge  of  the  river,  to  difperfe  the 
American  riflemen  on  the  oppofite  bank,  while  a  detachment  of  Bri-. 
tlfh   Infantry  took  poffefTion  of  both   fliores.     At  dark,   the  cavalry 
pafled  at  a  ford  feme  diftance  below  the  ferry,   and  at  ten  o'clock  the 
fame  night,  the  whole  corps  affembled  three  miles  beyond  Brierley's.. 

On   the  evening  of  the  i8th,  Tarleton  obtained  information,  that" 
General  Sumpter,  with   upwards  of  one  thoufand  men,  was  moving 
towards  (a.)  Williams'  houfe,  a  poft  occupied  by  friendly  militia,  fif- 
teen miles  from  Ninety  Six.     At  daybreak  next  morning  the  light 
troops  directed   their  courfe  for  Indian  creek,  marched  all  day  with  - 

(2.)  Shirar's  ferry  is  commonly  called  Brieriey's. 
(a.)  In  note  K,  (a.)  In  note  M.  . 
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Chap.  III.  great  diligence,  and  encamped  at  night,  with  fecrecy  and  precaution, 
near  the  Ennoree.  Another  day's  movement  was  intended  up  the 
banks  of  that  river,  which,  if  completed  without  difcovery,  would, 
perhaps,  give  an  opportunity  of  deftroying  General  Sumpter's  corps 
by  furprife  ;  or  certainly  would  prevent  his  accomplifhlng  a  retreat 
without  the  rifk  of  an  aftlon.  This  encouraging  hope  was  fruftrated 
in  the  evenino-  by  the  defertion  (b.)  of  a  foldier  of  the  63d,  and  the 
American  commander  at  twelve  o'clock  at  night  obtained  intelligence 
of  his  danger.  Tarleton  purfued  his  march  at  dawn,  and  before  ten 
o'clock  in  the  morning  had  information  of  the  retreat  of  General 
Sumpter :  He  continued  his  route  to  a  ford  upon  the  Ennoree,  where 
he  expedted  to  gain  farther  intelligence,  or  perhaps  meet  the  Ame- 
ricans. On  his  arrival  near  that  place,  he  found  that  the  advanced 
guard  and  main  body  of  the  enemy  had  paffed  the  river  near  two 
hours,  and,  that  a  detachment  to  cover  the  rear  was  waiting  the  re- 
turn of  a  patrole  :  The  advanced  guard  of  the  Britifti  dragoons  charged 
this  body,  and  defeated  them  with  confiderable  flaughter.  From  pri- 
foners  it  was  learned,  that  the  fudden  movement  of  the  Americans 
was  owing  to  the  treachery  of  the  deferter,  by  whofe  information 
General  Sumpter  had  fortunately  efcaped  an  unexpeded  attack,  and 
had  now  the  option  to  fight  or  retire. 

Though  greatly  fuperior  in  number,  he  did  not  wait  the  approach 
of  the  Britifh,  but  by  a  rapid  march  endeavoured  to  crofs  the  rivers 
in  his  rear ;  beyond  which,  if  preffed  to  extremity,  he  could  dlfband 
his  followers  in  the  woods,  and  without  great  detriment  aflemble 
them  again  at  an  appointed  qiiarter  to  the  northward  of  the  Pacolet. 
Tiie  march  already  made  by  the  Brltifh  Infantry,  he  imagined  inufl 

(b.)  In  note  M. 

foon 
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foon  render  them  unable  to  keep  \\p  with  the  cavalry  ;  which  circum-  bHAF.  Iir. 
fiance,  he  flattered  himfelf,  would  impede  the  advance  of  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Tarleton,  or,  at  the  worft,  produce  only  a  partial  engagement. 
Influenced  by  fuch  refledlions,  he  continued  an  indefatigable  march, 
which  was  followed  without  intermiffion  by  the  Britifh.  Tarleton, 
unwilling  to  divide  his  corps,  and  rifk  an  aftion  againft  a  great 
fuperiority  with  his  dragoons  and  the  63d,  prefled  forward  his 
light  and  legion  infantry,  and  three  pounder,  in  a  compacl  body,  till 
four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  ;  at  which  time  it  became  evident,  that 
the  enemy  would  have  an  opportunity  of  pafling  unmolefted  the  Tyger 
river  before  dark,  if  he  did  not  alter  his  difpofition  :  He  therefore  left 
his  legion  and  light  infantry,  who  had  made  meritorious  exertions 
during  the  whole  day,  to  march  on  at  their  own  pace,  whilft  he 
made  a  rapid  purfuit  with  one  hundred  and  feventy  cavalry  of  the- 
legion,  and  eighty  mounted  men  of  the  63d.  Before  five  o'clock  the 
advanced  guard  charged  a  detachment  of  the  Americans,  who  gave  20th Novcm- 
gcound  after  fome  lofs,  and  retreated  to  the  main  body.  Sumpter 
now  difcovered,  that  he  could  not  with  fafety  immediately  attempt  to 
pafs  the  Tyger,  and  that  the  ground  which  he  pofleiTed  on  its  banks 
gave  him  a  favourable  opportunity  to  refift  the  efforts  -of  the  cavalry. 
Regular  information  of  his  being  prefled  at  this  period  by  the  mounted 
part  of  Tarleton's  corps  had  been  communicated  to  him  ;  which, 
without  fuch  report,  he  might  have  calculated  by  the  diftance  and 
duration  of  the  movement :  A  woman  (c.)  on  horfeback  had  viewed. 
the  line  of  march  from  a  wood,  and,  by  a  nearer  roa^T^had  given  intel- 
ligence that  the  Britifh  were  approaching  without  infantry  or  cannon. 

Decided   by  thefe  confiderations,    the  American  commander  pre- 
pared for  adion,  and  made  a  judicious  difpofition.  of  his  force  :  Hs 

(c.)  In  note  M. 

A  a  pofled 
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Chaf.  III.  pofled  the  center  of  his  troops  in  fome  houfes  and  out-houfes,  com* 
pofed  of  logs,  and  fituated  on  the  middle  of  an  eminence  ;  he  ex-* 
tended  his  right  along  fome  rails,  which  were  flanked  by  an  inaccefli- 
ble  mountain  ;  and  he  diftributed  his  left  on  a  rugged  piece  of  ground 
that  was  covered  by  a  bend  of  the  river  ;  a  fmali  branch  of  water  ran 
in  front  of  the  whole  rifing  ground,  which  was  called  Blackftock's 
hill :  The  great  road  to  the  ford  acrofs  the  river  pafled  through  the 
center  of  the  Americans,  and  clofe  to  the  doors  of  houfes  where  the 
~  main  body  were  flationed.  The  whole  pofition  was  vilible,  owing  to 
the  elevation  of  the  ground,  and  this  formidable  appearance  made 
Tarleton  halt  upon  the  oppofite  height,  where  he  intended  to  remain 
quiet  till  his  infantry  and  three  pounder  arrived  :  To  encourage  the 
enemy  to  do  the  fame,  he  dlfmounted  the  63d  to  take  poft,  and  part  of 
the  cavalry  to  eafe  their  horfes.     Sumpter  oblervlng   this  operation, 

A'tion  at       ordered  a  body  of  four  hundred  Americans  to  advance,  and  attack  the 

Blackftock's. 

63d  in  front,  whilfl:  another  party  approached  the  dragoons  in  flank. 
A  heavy  fire  and  ftiarp  conflidl  enfued  :  The  63d  charged  with  fixed 
bayonets,  and  drove  the  enemy  back  ^  and  a  troop  of  cavalry,  under 
Lieutenant  Skinner,  bravely  repulfed  the  detachment  which  threatened- 
the  flank.  The  ardour  of  the  63d  carried  them  too  far,  and  expofed 
them  to  a  confiderable  fire  from  the  buildings  and  the  mountain. 
Though  the  undertaking  appeared  hazardous.  Lieutenant-colonel 
Tarleton  determined  to  charge  the  enemy's  center  with  a  column  of 
dragoons,  in  order  to  cover  the  63d,  whofe  fituation  was  now  become 
dangerous.  The  attack  was  conduced  with  great  celerity,  and  was 
attended  with  immediate  fuccefs.  The  cavalry  foon  reached  the 
houfes,  and  broke  the  Americans,  who  from  that  inflant  began  to 
difperfe  :'  The  63d  immediately  rallied,  and  darknefs  put  an  end  to 
the  engagement.  A  purfuit  acrofs  a  river,  with  a  few  troops  of 
•cavalry,  and  a  fmall  body  of  infantry,  v/as  not  advifable  in  the  night ; 

4  a  pofition 


SOUTHERN     PROVINCES     OF      NORTH     AMERICA.  lyo 

A  porition  was  therefore  taken  adjoining  to  the  field  of  battle,  to  wait  Chap.  III. 
the  arrival  of  the  light  and  legion  infantrj. 

An  exprefs  was  fent  to  acquaint  Earl  Cornwallis  with  the  fuccefs 
of  his  troops,  and  patroles  were  difpatched  over  the  river  at  dawn,  to 
difcover  if  any  part  of  the  enemy  remained  in  a  body  :  Intelligence 
was  foon  brought  acrofs  the  Tyger,  that  the  corps  was  entirely  dif- 
perfed,  except  a  party  of  one  hundred,  who  remained  in  a  compadl 
ftate,  in  order  to  efcort  General  Sumpter,  who  was  wounded  in  the 
adtion.  This  news,  and  fome  rumours  of  approaching  reinforcements, 
impelled  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  to  follow  the  late  advantage,  by 
purfuing  the  fugitives  ;  which  would  prevent  their  rallying  to  affift 
their  friends,  if  the  report  was  true  concerning  their  advance.  Ac- 
cordingly, leaving  a  guard  to  prote6l  the  wounded,  he  again  com- 
menced his  march  :  The  men  who  had  remained  with  their  general 
fince  his.  misfortune,  upon  hearing  of  the  approach  of  the  Britifli, 
placed  him  in  a  litter  between  two  horfes,  and  dlfperfed  through  the 
woods.  After  a  toillome  purfuit  of  three  days,  in  which  a  few  ftrag- 
glers  were  fecured,  intelligence  was  obtained  that  General  Sumpter 
had  been  condudled  acrofs  the  country  by  five  faithful  adherents,  till 
he  was  removed  out  of  danger.  Taileton  upon  receiving  this  news, 
and  having  no  farther  information  of  an  advancing  enemy,  retired 
flowly  to  Elackftock's. 

Three  of  the  enemy's  (d.)  colonels  fell  in  the  aclion,  and  General 
Sumpter  received  a  fevere  wound  in  the  (houlder.  Upwards  of  one 
hundred  Americans  were  killed  and  wounded,  and  fifty  were  made 
prifoners.  On  the  fide  of  the  Britlfh,  Lieutenants  Gibfon  and  Cope, 
of  the  63d,    were  killed  ;    and    Licuteiiant  Money,    aid-de-camp   to 

(d.)  In  note  M, 

A  a  3-  Earl 
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Chap,  IIL  Earl  Cornwallis,  who  had  commanded  the  detachment  of  mounted 
infantry,  with  great  gallantry,  was  mortally  wounded  :  Another 
officer  of  the  63d,  and  two  fubalterns  of  the  Britifli  legion,  were 
likewife  wounded.  The  former  corps  had  alfo  thirty,  and  the  latter 
fifteen,  non-commiffioned  officers  and  men,  with  thirty  horfes,  killed 
*  and  wounded. 

General  Sumpter  made  proper  ufe  of  the  good  fortune  which 
had  manifefted  itfelf  in  his  favour  previous  to  the  a£tion  ;  and  if  he 
had  waited  in  his  ftrong  pofition  at  Blackftock's  till  dark,  without 
advancing  a  corps  to  attack  the  63d,  and  the  cavalry,  he  might  have 
withdrawn,  in  all  probability,  without  his  adverfaries'  knowledge  ; 
but  he  would  have  been  completely  protected  in  the  operation,  even 
if  they  had  notice  of  his  intention  ;  owing  to  the  fuperiority  of  his 
numbers,  and  the  advantages  he  derived  from  the  fituation  of  the 
ground,  and  the  river,  which  could  not  be  approached,  after  dark,  by 
the  Britifh,  till  the  light  and  legion  infantry  arrived  ;  previous  to 
which  event,  the  rear  guard  of  the  Americans  might  certainly  have 
pafled  the  Tyger.  The  light  troops  made  very  great  exertions  to 
bring  General  Sumpter  to  adion,  and  the  hazard  incurred  by  the 
cavalry  and  63d,  was  compenfated  by  the  complete  difpofion  of  the 
enemy. 

A  LETTER  (L.)  which  had  arrived  at  Blackftock's  from  Earl  Corn- 
wallis, direded  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton,  on  his  return  from  the 
purfuit,  to  remain  fome  time  in  that  quarter  of  South  Carolina  ;  in  order 
to  give  protedion  to  Ninety  Six,  to  oppofe  a  corps  of  mountaineers  which 
was  expefted,  and  to  afford  fecurity  to  the  loyalifts,  whilft  they  at- 
tempted to  affemble  and  form  a  refpcftable  body.     Mr.  Cunningham, 

(L.)  Nete  E. 

a  man 
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a  man  of  fpirit  and  condu£V,  who  was  appointed  brigadier-general  of  Chap.  HI, 
militia,  adopted  judicious  meafures  to  encourage  the  well- afFefted  in- 
habitants. At  the  end  of  the  month,  it  was  evident,  that  the  report 
concerning  the  mountaineers  was  erroneous,  and  that  there  was  no 
immediate  danger  to  be  apprehended  on  that  border  of  the  province. 
Thefe  favourable  circumftances  induced  Tarleton,  aft«r  refreshing  his 
horfes  with  the  forage,  which  this  diftrift  abundantly  fupplied,  to  re- 
turn by  flow  marches,  with  his  dragoons  and  infantry,  who  wanted  many 
neceflaries  and  appointments,  towards  the  neighbourhood  of  Broad 
river,  whence  he  could  have  a  more  diretSt  communication  with  the 
magazine  on  the  frontier,  and  with  Charles  town. 

About  this  time,  the  American  force  in  North  Carolina  aflumed  a 
tolerable  appearance.  General  Gates  had  advanced  from  Hllhborough 
in  the  middle  of  November,  to  reinforce  the  detachments  on  the 
Yadkin;  and  on  the  25th,  he  again  moved  forwards  with  the  con- State  of  the 

1  ,.,..  „.  ..  _  .  American 

tmentals  and  militia,  to  bix-mue  run,  where  he  was  foon  joined  by  army. 
Colonels  White,  Wafhington,  and  Armand,  with  two  hundred  ca- 
valry, and  two  pieces  of  cannon.  This  pofition  was  not  far  dirtant 
from  the  frontier  of  South  Carolina,  and  was  adopted  in  order  to 
give  fpirit  and  vigour  to  the  militia.  The  American  commander  pub- 
lifhed  reports,  that  he  would  advance  to  the  Tuckafeege  ford,  to 
protefl  the  detachments  which  invaded  Ninety  Six  ;  and  that  General 
Smallwood  would  remain  with  a  powerful  corps  at  Six  -mile  run, 
which,  in  cafe  of  any  movement  of  Lord  Cornwallis  acrofs  Broad 
river,  would  incline  towards  the  head  of  Black  creek,  to  give  (Irengtli 
and  influence  to  Marion,  who,  in  confequence  of  fuch  affiftance, 
might  be  able  to  deflroy  the  communications  between  Camden  and 
Charles  town. 


In 
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Chap.  III.  In  the  beginning  of  December,  General  Morgan  and  Colonel  Wafh- 
ington,  with  Tome  continental  light  infantry  and  cavalry,  advanced' 
through  the  Wacfaws  to  Hanging  rock ;  from  which  place  they  de- 
tached a  threatening  fummons  to  Colonel  Rugeley,  who  commanded 
the  militia  of  the  Camden  dlftriil:,  and  was  ported  with  one  hundred 
men  at  his  own  houfe,  where  fome  defences  had  been  credled.  Rugeley 
being  intimidated  by  the  fummons,  and  the  appearance  of  the  Ame- 
ricans,- who  placed  the  refemblance  of  a  cannon  oppofite  his  houfe, 
furrendered  to  the  light  dragoons,  without  firing  a  ihot.  The  conti- 
nental infantry  had  not  advanced  within  three  miles  of  the  pofl,  when 
this  (N.)  irrefolute  commander  laid  down  his  arms.  General  Morgan 
retreated  with  his  prifoners  to  the  main  army,  which  about  this  time 
Major-gene    changed  its  leader;  General  Gates  being  recalled,  upon   the  appoint- 

ral  Greene 

takes  the       mcnt  of  Major  general  Greene  to  lucceed  him  in  the  fouthern   de-»- 

command. 

partment. 

Major-general  Leflie,  being  defired  in  the  beginning  of  November. 

to  leave  Virginia,  and  proceed  to  the  fouthward,  was  hourly  expefted: 

at  Charles  town.     Previous  to  his  arrival,  Earl  Cornwallis  made  fome 

arrangements,  which  were  indifpenfably   requifite,  before   the  ILing's 

Pi-cparadons  troops  again  invaded  North  Carolina  :  He  direded  the  recruits  and  con- 

Jnvafionof     valefccnts  to  join  their  regiments  :  He  ordered  all  deficiencies  of  arms,. 

North  Caro-  .  ,     .  1  1         j       t  t  i 

Jina.  appouitments,    and   neceiianes,    to   be  replaced  :  He   prepared   proper 

fupplie?,  to  attend  the  march  ;.  and  he  adopted  judicious  precautions^ 
for  the  fecurity  of  the  frontier.  In  a  fliort  time,  numbers  ftrength- 
ened  each  corps  and  regiment  of  the  army  :  Above  one  hundred  and^' 
fifty  (a.)  joined  the  light  troops  :  Deficiencies  of  arms  and  neceflaries 
were  completed  :  Many  horfes  were  colle6led,  and  purchafed  for  the 
cavalry  :    And   the  magazine  at  Camden  was    confiderably  increafed. 

(N-)  Note  N.  .  (a.)  In  Note  O. 

Colonel; 
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Colonel  Lord  Rawdon  was  requeued  to  take  the  prefent  command  of  Chap.  Ill, 
that  piace,  and  the  future  du-cftion  of  the  frontier,  when  the  army 
advanced.  The  fortifications  at  Camden  began  to  be  refpeftable : 
Utenfils,  ammunition,  and  cannon,  were  conveyed  thither,  and  engi- 
neers directed  the  labour  of  the  garrifon.  The  centrical  fituation  of 
this  pod,  and  the  importance  of  its  water  communication,  ftrongly 
manifefled  the  advantage  of  holding  it,  if  the  army  did  not  advance, 
and  it  became  doubly  neccfiary  to  render  it  formidable,  in  cafe  luch 
an  operation  fliould  take  place;  that  it  might  then  be  deemed,  by 
friends  and  enemies,  the  bulwark  of  the  province.  An  officer  of 
engineers  was  fent  to  Ninety  Six,  to  fuperintend  the  works,  and  every 
requifite  was  furniflied  to  give  fecurity  to  that  pofl.  Redoubts,  to 
flrengthen  the  communications,  were  completed,  and  thcMiefences  of 
George  town  received  additional  improvement. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Americans  were  not  idle,  in  attempting  to 
difturb  the  frontier,  and  the  interior  parts  of  the  province.  Colonels 
Few  and  Clarke  advanced  to  Long  Cannes,  in  the  diftrid  of  Ninety 
Six,  with  pn  intention  to  frighten  and  difperfe  the  militia  :  Brigadier- 
general  Cunningham  gave  notice  of  their  approach  to  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Cruger,  who  fecretly  fent  Liutenant-colonel  Allen,  with  a 
detachment  from  his  garrifon,  to  give  affiflance  to  the  loyalifts.  The 
Americans,  ignorant  of  this  reinforcement,  advanced  upon  Cunning- 
ham, who  received  them  with  firmnefs,  and  defeated  their  projedti 
Some  recent  effefts  of  Marion,  within  the  province,  drew  the  atten- 
tion equally  of  Charles  town  and  Camden.  Lieutenant-colonel  Bal- 
four diredled  the  64th  regiment  to  pafs  the  river  Santee,  and  take  poft 
on  the  eaft  of  the  communications  ;  and  Lord  Rawdon  detached  .the 
mounted  infantry  of  the  New-York  volunteers,  under  Major  Coffin, 
to  affift  Major  M'Leroth,  who  commanded  the  64th.     Many  (kirmiflics 

took 
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Chap.  III.  took  pkce  without  material  lofs,  and  the  fupplies  for  the  royal  army 

were  always  protedled,  though  occafionally  delayed. 

Since  the  period  of  their  eftablifhment,  neither  the  encampment  at 
Wynnefborough,  nor  its  communication  with  the  magazine  at  Camden, 
had  ever  been  difturbed  or  interrupted.  Meal,  flour,  cattle,  and  fo- 
ra<^e,  were  peaceably  fupplied  by  the  inhabitants ;  and  the  convalefcent 
and  fick  men  were  daily  recovering  on  the  neighbouring  plantations. 
The  i/l  battalion  of  the  71  ft  regiment  continued  to  occupy  Brierley's 
ferry,  on  Broad  river,  in  order  to  cover  the  country  between  Wynnef- 
borough and  that  place  :  The  vicinity  of  the  Britifti  legion  and  light 
infantry  to  that  poft,  afforded  fupport  to  Major  M'Arthur,  protedlioii 
to  the  mills  in  the  Dutch  fork,  and  fecurity  to  all  the  diflri£ls  in  the 
rear.  Many  confifcated  eflates  (b.)  yielded  great  fupplies  to  the  royal 
army,  which,  in  its  prefent  pofition,  could  enjoy  the  greateft  plenty, 
with  the  ftridefl  oeconomy  of  public  money. 

Before  the  middle  of  December,  Commodore  Gayton  convoyed  a 
confiderable  body  of  the  King's  troops  to  Charles  town  :  Major-general 
Major-gene-  Leflie,  on  his  landing,  found  an  order  to  march  to  the  frontier,  with 
rhesV^^     the  brigade  of  guards,  the  regiment  of  Bofe,  one  hundred  and  twenty 
wkhVieir" yagers,  and  a  detachment  of  light  dragoons:    The  remainder  of  his 
corps  being  deftined  to  ftrengthen  Camden,  and  augment  the  garrifon 
of  Charles  town.     The  arrival  of  a  reinforcement  of  upwards  of  two 
thoufand  three  hundred  men,  feemed,  at  this  crifis,  to  promife  the 
fecure  poffeffion  of  the  two  foutheru  provinces,  and  the  redudion  of 
North  Carolina  i  whilfl:  the  oftenfive  operations  carried  on  in  Virginia 
by  Brigadier-general  Arnold,  appeared  well  adapted  to  attradl  the  at- 
tention of  that  po\vfemil  quarter  of  America. 

(b.)  In  note  O. 

NOTES 


feicement. 
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NOTES 


TO       THE 


THIRD  CHAPTER. 


t 


(  N  O  T  E      A.  ) 

Exiradf.  —  Frotn  JLarl  Cornivallis  to  Lord  George  Germain^  dated  Camden^ 

Augujl  21,  1780, 

wN  the  morning  of  the  17th  I  difpatched  proper  people  Into  North  Notes  to  the 
Carolina,  with  direflions  to  our  friends  there  to  take  arms  and  affemble  Chapter, 
immediately,  and  to  felze  the  mofl  violent  people  and  all  military  flores 
and  magazines  belonging  to  the  rebels,  and  to  intercept  all  flragglers 
from  the  routed  army  ;  and  I  have  promifed  to  march  without  lofs  of 
time  to  their  fupport.  Some  neceiTary  fupplies  for  the  army  are  now 
on  their  way  from  Charles  town,  and  I  hope  that  their  arrival  will 
enable  me  to  move  in  a  few  daya. 


(NOTE      B.  ) 

•Chriflopher  Gadfden,  lieutenant  Thomas  Fergufon. 

governor.  Anthony  Toomer. 

Tlwi^qs  Farr,  late  fpeaker.  Alexander  Moultrie. 

B  b  Jacob 
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Jacob  Read. 
Richard  Hutfon. 
Edward  Blake. 
Edward  Rutledge. 
Ifaac  Homes. 
Richard  Lufhington. 
Peter  Timothy. 
John  Edwards. 
Hugh  Rutledge. 
John  Floyd. 
William  Price. 
Thomas  Savage. 
Thomas  Heyward. 
William-Hazel  Gibbs. 
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Edward  M'Crady. 
David  Ramfay. 
John  Todd. 
George  Flagg. 
Peter  Fayflbux. 
Jofiah  Smith. 
John  Parker. 
John  Sanfam. 
John-Erneft  Poyas. 
John  Budd. 
John  Loved  ay. 
Thomas  Singleton. 
Edward  North. 
Jofeph  Atkinfon. 


1 


(NOTE      C. ) 

SOUTH      CAROLINA. 

By  the  Right  Honourable  Charles  Earl  CornivalliSf  Lieutenant-general  of 
His  Majejiy\  forces,  ^c. 

A      PROCLAMATION. 

WHEREx'^S,  notwithftanding  the  moderation  of  the  Britlfli  go- 
vernment, and  His  Majefty's  unparallelled  clemency  to  thofe  of  his  de- 
luded fubjeiSls,  who,  from  a  fenfe  of  their  errors,  have  returned  to  their 
duty  and  allegiance,  there  are  feveral  perfons  of  property  in  this  pro- 
vince, who  obflinately  perfift  in  their  guilty  and  treafonable  praftices^ 
and  are  either  in  the  fervice,  or  afting  under  the  authority  of  the 

-2  rebel 
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rebel  Congrefs  ;  or  by  abandoning  their  plantations,  to  join  the  ene- Notes  to  the 
mies  of  Great  Britain  ;  or  by  an  open  avowal  of  rebellious  principles,  Chapter. 
and  other  notorious  a6ts,  do  manifeft  a  wicked  and  defperate  perfeve- 
rance,  in  oppofing  to  the  utmofl  of  their  power  the  re-eftablifhment  of 
His  Majefly's  jufl:  and  lawful  authority  :  And  whereas  it  is  a  duty  in- 
cumbent upon' me,  to  take  all  due  precaution  to  fecure  the  tranquillity 
of  His  Majefty's  government,  and  the  peace  and  liberties  of  his  faith- 
ful and  loyal  fubjefts  in  this  province,  and  to  prevent  the  wicked  de- 
(igns  of  fuch  ill-difpofed  perfons  as  are  above  defcribed  from  taking 
efFeCl :  And  whereas  it  might  be  of  dangerous  confequence  to  fuffer 
fuch  perfons  to  pofl'efs  and  make  ufe  of  their  eflates  in  this  province, 
thereby  furnifhing  them  with  the  means  of  carrying  on  their  mali- 
cious and  traiterous  deligns  more  effedually  into  execution  ;  and  as  it 
likewife  appears  to  me  both  juft  and  expedient,  that  the  property 
which  they  have  voluntarily  flaked  in  fupport  of  rebellion,  Ihould 
now  be  applied,  on  our  part,  to  defray  a  portion  of  the  expences  oc- 
cafioned  by  the  obftinate  delinquency  of  their  faftion :  I  have,  there- 
fore, thought  proper  to  iffue  this  proclamation,  to  notify  to  all  perfons 
concerned,  that  I  have  ordered  the  eftates,  both  real  and  perfonal,  in 
this  province,  belonging  to  the  wicked  and  dangerous  traitors  above 
defcribed,  to  be  fequeftered  ;  and  I  have  conflituted  and  appointed 
John  Cruden,  Efq.  to  be  commiflioner  to  execute  the  purpofes  of  this 
proclamation,  with  full  power  and  authority,  on  receipt  of  an  order 
or  warrant  under  my  hand,-  or  the  hand  of  the  officer  commanding 
the  Britifh  forces  in  this  province,  or  of  the  commandant  of  Charles 
town,  and  not  other  wife,  to  take  into  his  charge,  cuftody,  and  pof- 
feflion,  the  eftates,  both  real  and  perfonal,  of  thofe  who  have  aban- 
doned their  plantations  to  join  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain ;  and  of 
the  eftates,  both  real  and  perfonal,  (not  included  in  the  capitulation 
of  Charles  town)  of  thofe  in  the  fervice,  or  ading  under  the  authority 

B  b  2  of 
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Notes  to  the  of  the  rebel  Congrefs ;  and  of  the  eftates,  both  perfona!  and  real,  of 

Third  i      /•  -• 

Chapter,     of  thole  perloiis,  who  by  an  open  avowal  of  rebellious  pruiclples,  or 
by  other  notorious  afls,  do  manifeft  a  wicked  and  defperate  perfe- 
verance  in  oppofing,  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power,  the  re-ellablifhment 
of  His  Majeily's  juft  and  lawful  authority.     And  the  laid  commif- 
(loner  fliall,  within  the  term  of  twenty-one  days  after  execution  of 
every    fuch   order   or   warrant   above   mentioned,    by  feizure  of  the 
eftates  or  property  therein  defcribed,  caufe  notice  thereof  to  be   pub- 
lifhed  in  three  fucceffive  newfpapers,  that  no  perfon  Concerned  may 
plead  ignorance  of  the  fame  ;  and  the  like  term  is  allowed  for  the 
removal  of  pofleflbrs  from  the  premifes  fo  feized.     And  to  the  end  that 
this  trufl,   of  fo  great  importance,  be  duly  and  faithfully  admlniftered 
for  the  public  benefit,  I  do  hereby  flridlly  require  and  enjoin,  that 
the  faid  commiffioner  doth,  in  every  cafe  of  the  feizure  of  property, 
whether  real  or  perfonal,    forthwith  take  upon   the  fpot,  (if  in  the 
country)  in  the  prefence  of  two  perfons  ailing  either  as  field  officers, 
or  captains  of  militia  under  His  Majefty,  and   (if  in  town),  in   pre- 
fence of  two  creditable  freeholders,  an  exadl  inventory  of  the  property 
fo  feized,  which  they  are  hereby  required  to  fign  ;.  and  it  is  to  be  kept 
and  produced  by  the  commiflioner,  as  a  voucher  on  the  exhibition  of 
his  accounts.     And  whereas  it  Isdiilated  by  humanity  and  compaffion, 
that  due  and  reafonable  confideratlon  be  had  for  the  families  of  trai- 
terous  offenders,  whofe  property  is  neceflarily  become  the  abjedt  of 
this  proclamation,  I  have  authorized  and  directed  the  faid  commif- 
fioner to  pay,  for  the  fupport  and  maintenance  of  families,  confifting 
of  a  wife  and  children,  one  fourth  part  of  the  neat  annual  produft  of 
the  feized  eftates  refpeftively,  and  one  fixth  part  where  there  is  a  wife, 
.    and  no  children,  as  the  cafe  may  be,  provided  they  are  refident,  and 
continue  to  be  refident,  within  this  province  ;  and  the  receipts  and  ac- 
quittances of  the  parties  Ihall  be,  and  are  hereby  direded  to  be,  eon- 
I  fidered 
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fidered  fufficient  vouchers  to  the  faitl  commiffioner  at  the  fettlement  ofNotestothe 
his  accounts.  And  it  being  highly  expedient,  that  accounts  of  all  Chapter, 
perfonal  property,  and  of  the  iflues  and  produce  of  all  eftates,  confift- 
ing  of  land,  negroes,  cattle,  and  of  every  fpecies  of  property,  feized 
by  virtue  of  this  proclamation,  be  kept  in  the  mofl:  clear  and  difHn6l 
manner  poflible  ;  I  do  hereby  direft,  that  the  faid  commiffioner  do 
keep  particular  and  feparate  accounts  of  all  property,  real  and  per- 
fonal, under  the  names  of  the  perfons  who  were  fuppofed  and  acknow- 
ledged to  be  the  proprietors  at  the  time  of  feizure  :  And  I  do  hereby 
farther  dire6t  and  require  the  faid  commiffioner  to  make  up  a  gene- 
ral account  of  the  expence  of  management,  and  of  the  amount  of  the 
fale  and  difpofal  of  all  property  whatfoever  that  fhall  come  into  his 
hands,  which  is  to  be  laid  before  the  commandant  and  board  of 
police  of  Charles  town,  every  fix  months,  or  oftener  if  it  fhall  appear 
neceflary  and  practicable  j  and  he  fhall  be  thereunto  required,  during 
fuch  time  as  the  faid  eflates  fliall  remain  under  fequeflration  :  And 
the  commandant  and  board  of  police  are  hereby  direfted  and  required 
to  infpe£l  the  iaid  accounts  with  all  convenient  difpatch,  and  if  they 
appear  to  them  to  be  juffc  and  right,  to  grant  a  certificate  thereof  to 
the  faid  commiffioner ;  and  the  faid  commiffioner  is  hereby  farther 
required,  upon  fuch  certificate  being  granted,  to  pay  the  balanca 
arifing  from  the  above-defcribed  eflates  into  the  hands  of  the  pay- 
mafter  general  of  His  Majefty's  forces  or  his  deputy,  to  be  applied  to 
the  purpofe  before  mentioned,  or  in  any  manner  that  may  be.  directed 
by  His  Majefly's  commiffioners  for  refloring  peace  to  America,  or  the 
commander  in  chief.  And  I  do  hereby  declare,  that  any  perfbn  or 
perfons  obflruding  or  impeding  the  faid  commiffioner  in  the  execution 
of  his  duty,  by  concealment  or  removal  of  any  property  he  may  be 
authorifed  to  feize,  or  otherwife,  fhall,  on  conviclion,  be  puniffied  as 
aiding  and  abetting  rebellion  ;  and  if  any.  peifon  or  perfoiis  fhall  make 

difcovery 
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Notes  to  the  .difcovfery  where  any  effects  are  concealed,  or  attempted  to  be  carried 
Chapter,  away,  or  fhall  give  any  neceffary  information  to  the  faid  John  Cruden, 
Efq.  fo  that  eftedls  belonging  to  a  perfon  whofe  eftate  is  fequeftered 
may  be  fecured,  the  perfon  or  perfons  giving  fuch  information  fhall  be 
moft  liberally  rewarded  :  And  all  officers,  civil  or  military,  and  all 
other  perfons  whatfoever,  are  ftridly  enjoined  and  required  to  aid  and 
affift  the  faid  John  Cruden  aad  his  deputies  in  the  execution  of  the 
truft  repofed  in  him.  And  whereas  certain  limited  orders  and  powers 
have  been  given  by  me  to  colonels  and  commanding  officers  of  militia, 
in  fome  few  of  the  diftrldls  of  this  province,  to  feize  the  horfes, 
cattle,  negroes,  and  provlfions  of  perfons  concerned  in  the  laft  revolt, 
more  particularly  defcribed  in  the  faid  orders,  and  to  apply  the  fame, 
under  certain  regulations  and  reftriftions,  to  the  Indemnification  of  the 
■  Xing's  loyal  and  faithful  fubjefts  in  the  refpeftive  diftrids,  who  had 
fufFered  by  the  depredations  of  the  rebels  :  And  whereas  the  colonels 
and  commanding  officers  of  militia  were  by  the  faid  orders  directed  to 
report  to  me,  at  the  head  quarters  of  the  army,  the  property  they 
fhould  feize  by  virtue  of  the  fame,  fpecifying  clearly  Its  nature  and 
value,  and  the  application  thereof  towards  the  relief  and  indemnity  of 
His  Majefty's  faithful  fubje£ts  who  have  fuffered  as  aforefaid ;  I  do 
now  hereby  require  and  command  them,  Inflead  of  reporting  to  me 
their  proceedings,  as  above  directed,  to  tranfmit  to  the  commandant 
of  Charles  town,  within  the  term  of  fourteen  days  after  the  diftribu- 
tion  of  the  property  felzcd,  particular  accounts  of  all  fuch  property 
feized,  and  of  its  application  and  diftribution,  in  writing,  which  are 
to  be  figned  by  the  colonel  or  commanding  officer  of  the  militia,  and 
by  the  twelve  men  of  the  neighbourhood  wlio  condemned  the  pro- 
perty, and  ordered  dllliibution  of  the  fime  ;  and  that  they  do  tranf- 
mit exaft  duplicates  of  the  faid  accounts,  figned  in  the  manner  above 
direded,  at  the   fame  time  to  John  Cruden,  Efq.  the  commiflioner 

named 
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named  in  this  proclamation,  to  be  lodged  in  his  office  at  Charles  town  ;  Notes  to  the 
to  the  end  that  it  may  appear  and  be  alcertained  how  the  property    Chapter. 
feized,  under  the  above-recited  orders,  hath  been  applied  and  diflri- 
buted. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  feal,  at  head  quarters,  in  the  dlftri£l  of 
Wacfaw,  in  the  faid  province,  the  fixth  day  of  September,  Anno  Do- 
mini one  thoufand  {even  hundred  and  eighty,  and  in  the  twentieth 
year,  of  His  Majefty's  reign, 

CORN  WALL  IS. 

By  his  lordlhip's  command, 

J.  Money,  A.D.  C 


(NOTE      D. ) 

Extraci.  —  From  Earl  CormvaUis  to  Sir  Hoiry  Clinton,    dated  camp  at 
Wacfaw,  Sept.  22,   1780. 

I  F  nothing  material  happens  to  obftruil  my  plan  of  operations,  I  ■ 
mean,  as  foon  as  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  can  be  i-emoved,  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  23d,  33d,  volunteers  of  Ireland,  and  legion,  to  Char- 
lotte town,  and  leave  the  71  ft  here  (a.)  until  the  fick  can  be  brought  oa 
to  us.  I  then  mean  to  make  fome  redoubts,  and  eftablifli  a  fixed  poft 
at  that  place,  and  give  the  command  of  it  to  Major  Wemyfs,  vvhofe 
regiment  is  fo  totally  demoliflied  by  ficknefs,  that  it  will  not  be  fit  for 
adual  fervice  for  fome  months, 

(NOTE 
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Chapter. 

JLxtra^l  of  a  letter  from  Earl  Cornwallis  to  JMajor  Fergufon,  found  In  the 
Major  s  baggage^  and  publifloed  by  the  Americans  •after  his  death,  dated 
Wacfaws,  Sept.  23,   1780.(1.) 

5  I  R, 
I  HAVE  juft  received  yours  of  the  19th,  and  laft  night  had  the  fa- 
tisfadion  to  hear  from  Lieutenant-colonel  Cruger,  that  he  had  arrived 
in  time  to  fave  Browne,  and  (b.)  retaken  the  guns,  and  totally  routed 
the  enemy,  who  had  retired  with  great  precipitation  ;  that  the  Indians 
had  purfued  and  fcalped  many  of  them.  I  have  no  objedlions  to  your 
making  any  allowance  ta  the  militia  you  think  they  deferve  ;  but  had 
rather  have  it  called  gratuity  than  pay,  even  if  it  amounts  to  the  fame 
fum.  Tarleton  (a.)  is  better,  and  was  moved  to-day  in  a  litter;  his 
illnefs  * .     I  fhall  + 

I  HEARD  a  report  that  a  Major  Davie,  who  commands  a  corps  of 
about  eighty  horfe  militia,  had  marched  againfl  you.  You  will  know 
whether  this  is  true  before  this  can  poffibly  reach  you. 

I  am,  &c. 

CORNWALLIS. 

Major  Fergufon. 

P.  S.  As  foon  as  I  have  confumed  the  provifions  in  this  fettlement, 
I  fhall  march  with  as  much  expedition  as  poffible  to  Crofs  creek.  I  am 
told  the  climate  will  be  healthy  there  by  the  middle  of  next  month, 

(i.)  Vide  Remembrancer,  page  280,  part  ift,  lySii 
*  The  reft  of  the  fentence  in  cypher. 
•\~  This  alfo. 

Extra^ 
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Extract  of  a  letter  {h.)from  Major  Fergufon  to  hord  CornwalUsy  publijijed 'i^otmo^h^ 

J        T        /I         ■  Third 

vy  the  Americans,  Chapter. 

My  Lord, 
A  DOUBT  does  not  remain  with  regard  to  the  iiitelligence  I  fent 
your  lordfliip  :  They  are  fince  joined  by  Clark  and  Sumpter,  of  courfe 
are  become  an  object  of  fome  confequence.  Happily  their  leaders  are 
obliged  to  feed  their  followers  with  fuch  hopes,  and  fo  to  flatter  them 
with  accounts  of  our  weaknefs  and  fear,  that,  if  neceffary,  I  {hould 
hope  for  fuccefs  againft  them  myfelf ;  but,  numbers  compared,  that 
muft  be  doubtful.  I  am  on  my  march  towards  you  by  a  road  leading 
from  Cherokee  ford,  north  of  King's  mountain.  Three  or  four  hun- 
dred good  foldiers,  part  dragoons,  would  finifli  the  bufinefs.  Some- 
thing muft  be  done  foon.     This  is  their  laft  pufti  in  this  quarter,  &c. 

PATRICK    FERGUSON. 


(NOTE      F.  ) 

7he  following  letters  were  publljhed  by  order  of  Congrefs : 

ExtraSi  of  a  letter  from  his  Excellency  Governor  Jefferfon,  of  Virginia^  to 
the  Prefdent   of  Congrefs,    dated  Richmand,    O^ober   15,    1780,  fx 

0  clock,  P'  M. 

SIR, 

1  DO  myfelf  the  pleafure  of  congratulating  your  excellency  on  the 
fmall  dawn  of  good  fortune  which  at  length  appears  in  the  fouth,  as 
you  will  find  by  the  difpatches  I  have  the  honour  of  enclofing  to  you, 
and  which  1  this  moment  received  from  General  Gates. 

Cc  SIR, 
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Notes  to  the  Burk  county,  0£t.  2,  1780. 

Third  C  T  T? 

Chapter.  O  1  iS., 

I  A  M  at  prefent  about  feventy  miles  from  Salifbury,  in  the  fork  of 
the  Catawba,  with  about  four  hundred  and- fifty  horfemen,  in  purfuit 
of  Colonel  Fergufon.  On  my  crofling  the  Catawba  river,  I  difpatched 
to  different  quarters  for  intelligence,  and  this  evening  1  was  favoured 
with  this  news,  which  you  may  depend  on  :  That  Colonel  Clark,  of 
the  ftate  of  Georgia,  with  one  hundred  riflemen,  forced  his  way 
through  South  Carolina  to  Georgia.  On  his  route  thithel,  being 
joined  by  feven  hundred  men,  he  proceeded  to  the  town  of  Augufta, 
and  has  taken  it  with  a  large  quantity  of  goods  ;  but  not  finding  it 
prudent  to  continue  there,  he  has  retreated  to  the  upper  parts  of 
South  Carolina,  in  Ninety-fix  diflridt,  and  made  a  fland  with  eight 
hundred  brave  men» 

This  moment  another  of  my  expreffes  is  arrived  from  Colonels 
M'Dowell  and  Shelby;  They  were  on  their  march,  near  Burk  court 
houfe,  with  one  thoufand  five  hundred  brave  mountain  men,  and  Co- 
lonel Cleveland  was  within  ten  miles  of;  them  with  eight  hundred  men,, 
and  was  to  form  a  junction  with  them  this  day.  I  expedl  to  join  them 
to-morrow,  in  purfuit  of  Colonel  Fergufon,  and^  under  the  diredion 
of  Heaven,  I  hope  to  be  able  to  render  your  honour  a  good  account  of 
him  in  a  few  days. 

I  am,  &c. 

JAMES    WILLIAMS. 

Major-general  Gates, 

Hillfliorough,  Oft.  12,  1780. 

SIR, 

THIS  inflant  I  received  the  great  and  glorious  news  contained  in 

the  enclofed  letter  from  Brigadier-general  Davifon  to  General  Sumner, 

3  who 


SOUTHERN    PROVINCES     OF    NORTH     AMERICA. 


i9> 


who  dlre£tly  difpatched  It  to  me  by  exprefs.  We  are  now  more  than  Notes  to  the 
even  with  the  enemy.  The  moment  the  fuppHes  for  the  troops  arrive  Chapter. 
from  Taylor's  ferry,  I  fhall  proceed  with  the  whole  to  the  Yadkin, 
General  Smallwood  and  Colonel  Morgan  are  on  their  way  to  that  poll: ; 
the  latter,  with  the  light  infantry,  was  yefterday  advanced  eighteen 
miles  beyond  Guildford  court  houfe;  the  former,  with  the  cavalry, 
lay  laft  night  thirteen  miles  on  this  fide  that  place.  I  defire  your  ex- 
cellency will  forthwith  difpatch  copies  of  all  the  letters  I  now  fend 
you  to  the  Prefident  of  Congrefs. 

I  am,  &c. 

HORATIO    GATES. 

Governor  Jefferfon. 

Camp,  Rocky  river,  Ofl.  lo,  1780. 

SIR, 
I  HAVE  the  pleafure  of  fending  you  very  agreeable  intelligence 
from  the  weft.  Fergufon,  the  great  partizan,  has  mifcarried.  This 
we  are  aflured  of  by  Mr.  Tate,  who  was  major  in  General  Sumpter's 
late  command  ;  the  particulars  from  that  gentleman's  mouth  ftand 
thus :  That  Colonels  Campbell,  Cleveland,  Shelby,  Seveer,  Williams, 
Brandon,  Lacey,  &c.,  formed  a  conjun<fl  body  near  Gilbert  town, 
confifting  of  three  thoufand  men.  From  this  body  were  feleiled  one 
thoufand  fix  hundred  good  horfe,  who  Immediately  went  in  purfuit  of 
Colonel  Fergufon,  who  was  making  his  way  to  Charlotte.  Our  peo- 
ple overtook  him  well  pofted  on  King's  mountain,  and  on  the  evening 
of  the  7th  inftant,  at  four  o'clock,  began  the  attack,  which  continued 
forty-feven  minutes.  Colonel  Fergufon  fell  in  the  aftion,  befides  one 
hundred  and  fifty  of  his  men  ;  eight  hundred  and  ten  were  made  pri- 
foners,  including  the  Britifh  ;  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  prifoners 
a.-e  wounded  :    One  thoufand  five  hundred  ftand  of  arms  fell  into  our 

C  c  2  hands. 
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Notes  to  the  haiids.     Colonel  Fergufon  had  about  one  thoufand  four  hundred  men. 

Third 

Chapter,      Our  people  furrounded  them,  and  the  enemy  lurrendered. 

We  lofl;  about  twenty  men  ;  among  whom  is  Major  Chronicle,  of 
Lincoln  county  ;  Colonel  Williams  is  mortally  wounded.  The  num- 
ber of  our  wounded  cannot  be  afcertained.  This  blow  will  certainly 
^fFeft  the  Britifh  very  confiderably.  The  brigade  major  who  gives  this 
was  in  the  a6tion.  The  above  is  true.  The  blow  is  great.  I  give  you 
joy  on  the  occaf^on. 

I  am,  &c. 

WILLIAM    DAVISON. 

Honourable  General  Sumnert 


Camp,  Yadkin  ford,  06t.  10,  1780, 
eight  o'clock  evening. 

SIR, 
WITH  great  fatisfa£lion  I  inform  you  of  the  defeat  of  Major  Fer- 
gufon on  King's  mountain,  four  o'clock  Saturday  afternoon.  The  par- 
ticulars I  enclofe  you  as  I  received  them  a  few  minutes  ago  :  Alfo  a 
letter  from  General  Davifon,  of  his  fecuring  twenty-nine  barrels  of 
powdef,  which  were  fecreted  fome  time  fiuce  near  Charlotte, 

I  am,   SIR, 

With  great  refpeft, 

Your  very  humble  fervant, 

JETHRO    SUMNER. 

Publiflied  by  order  of  Congrefs, 

Charles"  Thompson,  Sec. 


General  Gates. 


(NOTE 
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(NOTE         G.  ) 

Copy  ef  a  letter  from  Colonel  Lord  Rawdon  to  Lieutenant-colonel  T'arleton,  ^°^" '.°  '^« 
dated  Smith's  plantation,  0£i.  22,   1781.  Chapter. 

^  I  A  M  very  much  obliged  to  you,  my  dear  Sir,  for  the  pains 
which  you  have  taken  in  looking  out  for  a  pofltion  for  us.  All  the 
maps  of  the  country  which  I  have  are  fo  very  inaccurate,  that  I  mu-fl: 
depend  totally  on  your  judgement :  Whilll:  1  remain  in  this  quarter, 
my  principal  point  is  to  communicate  readily  with  Camden  and  Ninety 
Six  ;  at  the  fame  time  that  I  fliall  be  In  a  neighbourhood  where  the 
camp  may  be  well  fupplied.  The  nearer  to  the  great  road  I  (liould 
imagine  the  better  :  However,  I  am  not  enough  acquainted  with  that 
part  of  the  country  to  decide.  Swan's  report  appears  to  be  in  fome 
degree  influenced  by  his  defire  of  getting  in  fafety  to  his  own  home. 
Twenty  miles  weftward  from  the  crofs  roads  Ilhould  think  would  re- 
move  us  too  far  from  that  direct  compiunication  which  we  wifh.  But 
I  muft  repeat,  that  I  fpeak  from  maps,  in  which  I  fufpe£l  the  relative 
pofitions  to  be  ill  laid  down. 

The  fupplies  of  rum  and  other  ftores  which  we  muft  receive  from 
Camden,  would  make  it  eligible  not  to  flrike  off  too  wide  from  that 
poft.  I  (hall  proceed  to  the  crofs  roads  to-morrow,  where  I  fhall  hope 
to  hear  from  you  :  But  we  beg  that  you  will  in  the  mean  time  encou- 
rage the  inhabitants  to  bring,  us  in  as  much  flour  and  meal  as  poffible  ; 
aflfuring  them  that  they  fhall  be  pundually  paid  for  every  thing  with- 
which  they  furnifh  the  camp. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Dear  Sir,  with  great  regard. 

Your  very  faithful  fervant, 
Lieut.  Col.  Tarletoiu  R.  A  W  D  O  N. 

Copy. 
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Notes  to  the      Copy,  —  From  Earl  Cornwalhs  to  hieutenanUcolonel  'Tarkton.  dated 
Third  .  ' 

Chapter.  Wymejborough ^  Dec.  4tb,  178a, 

OJ*    Dear  Tarleton, 

A  L  E  T  T  E  R  from  Defpard  Informs  us,  that  you  have  the  rank  of 
lieutenant  colonel,  which  gives  me  the  greateft  fatisfadbion,  and  which 
you  fo  truly  deferve  ;  I  am  glad  it  was  done  before  they  knew  of  the 
affair  of  the  18th,  as  it  puts  them  ftiU  in  your  debt.  I  know  nothing 
more  than  when  I  wrote  laift.  Our  fupplies  of  all  forts  very  fcanty. 
Rebel  plundering  parties  come  within  fourteen  miles  ;  their  force  on 
this  fide  only  (b.)  Sumpter,  &c.  Poor  Captain  Hovenden  is  laid  up 
«vith  fever  and  ague. 

I  am,  with  the  greateft  regard, 

Moft  fincerely  yours, 

CORNWALLIS. 

I^ieut.  Col.  Tarleton. 


Extract.  —  From  Earl  CornwaUls  to  Lieutenant-cohnel  Tarleton^   dated 
Wynnejboroughy  Nov.  5,   1781. 

§$•  I  RECEIVED  yours  yefterday,  and  moft  fincerely  hope 
you  will  get  at  Mr.  Marion,  (a.)  I  am  always  fanguine  when  you  are 
concerned.  I  cannot  think  the  march  of  the  detachment  of  cavalry 
on  this  fide  very  materlaL 


(NOTE 


SOUTHERN     PROVINCES     OF     NORTH     AMERICA.  l^j^ 


(NOTE      H. ) 

InJlruBions  to  the  Hon.  Major-general  LeJliCf  dated  head  quarters^  iVi^w  Notes  to  the ' 

Third 
Torkf    0^.   ID,    1780.  Chapter, 

SI  R,= 

YOU  will  be  pleafed  to  proceed  with  tHe  troops  embarked  under 
your  command  to  Chefapeak  bay;    and,    upon  your  arrival  at  that 
place,  you  will'  purfue  fuch  meafures  as  you  fhall  judge  moft  likely  to 
anfvver  the  purpofe  of  this  expedition  ;  the  principal  objeft  of  which  is 
to  make  a  diverlion  in  favour  of  Lieutenant-general  Earl  CornwalHsj 
who,  by  the  time  you  arrive  there,  will  probably  be  ading  in  the  back 
parts  of  North  Carolina.-    The  information  you  fhall  procure  on  the 
fpot,  after  your  arrival  at  your  deftined  poft,  will  point  out  to  you  the 
propereft  method  of  accomplifhing  this.     But  from  what  I  have  re- 
ceived here,  Ilhould  judge  it  beft  to  proceed  up  James  river  as  high  as 
poffible,  in  order  to  feize  or  deftroy  any  magazines  the  enemy  may 
have  at  Peterfburg,  Richmond,  or  any  of  the  places  adjacent ;    and 
finally  to  eftablifh  a  poft  on. Elizabeth  river.     But  this,  as  well  as  the 
diredion  of  every  other  operation,  is  fubmitted  to  Earl  Corn wallis,- 
with  v/hom  you  are  as  foon  as  poffible  to  communicate,  and  afterwards 
to  follow  all  fuch  orders  and  diredions  as  you. (hall  from  time  to  time 
receive  from  his  lordlhip. 


1^ 
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(NOTE      I.  ) 

Notes  to  the  TLxirati  of  a  letter  from  Earl   Corntvallis   to    Sir   Henry  Cl'mton,  dated 

Third  n 

Chiiptcr.  Camp  at  Wynnejhorough,  December  '^^   1780. 

COLONEL  Marlon  had  io  v/rought  on  the  minds  of  the  people, 
partly  by  the  terror  of  his  threats  and  cruelty  of  his  punifhmeuts,  and 
paitly  by  the  promife  of  plunder,  that  there  was  fcarcely  an  inhabi- 
tant between  the  Santee  and  Pedee,  that  was  not  in  arms  againrt  us. 
Some  parties  had  even  crofled  the  Santee,  and  carried  terror  to  the  gates 
of  Charles  town.  My  firft  obje£t  was  to  reinftate  matters  in  that 
quarter,  without  which  Camden  could  receive  no  fupplies.  I  there- 
fore fent  Tarleton,  who  purfued  Marion  for  feveral  days,  obliged  his 
corps  to  take  to  the  fwamps,  and  by  convincing  the  inhabitants  that 
there  was  a  power  fuperior  to  Marion,  who  could  likewife  reward  and 
puni(h,  fo  far  checked  the  lnfurre(^ion,  that  the  ^reateft  part  of  them 
'  iiave  not  dared  to  appear  in  arms  againfl  us  fince  his  expedition. 


(NOTE      K. ) 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  "Earl  Cornwallis  to  Lieutenant-colonel  1'arleton,  dated 
Wynnejhoroughy  November  9,  1780. 

W    Dear  Tarleton, 

MAJOR  Wemyfs  attacked  Sumpter  at  Filh  Dam  at  one  o'clock 

this  morning,    contrary  to  his  plan,    which  was  to  wait  until  day 

light  ;    the  confequence  is,  that  Wemyfs  is  wounded  and  left,  apd 

about  twenty  men :  Lieutenant  Hovenden  is  wounded,  but  I  believe 

the 
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the  legion  has  not  loft  much — Muft  beg  of  you  to  return  immediately,  Notes  to  the 

Third 

leaving  fome  horfes  for  mounting  men  at  Camden.     I  am  under  the    Chapter. 
greateft  anxiety  for  Ninety  Six,  and  truft  you  will  lofe  no  time  in 
returning  to  me. 

I  am. 

Yours  fincerely, 

CORNWALLIS. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton. 

Extradi. — From    Earl  Cornwal/is  to   Lieutenant-celonel   'Tarleton^    dated 
Wynnejhorough,  November  lo,  1780. 

^  YOU  will  have  received  my  letter  of  yefterday,  fince  which 
we  have  intelligence  that  Sumpter  has  pafled  the  Broad  River,  and 
joined  Clarke,  Brannen,  &c.  They  talk  of  expe£ling  fome  of  the 
mountaineers ;  as  they  have  excellent  horfes  we  cannot  hurt  them ;  and 
unlefs  they  receive  fome  check  they  will  be  very  troublefome.  The 
63d  are  well  mounted  for  infantry,  and  may  occafionally  ride  in  your 
train,  they  behaved  vaftJy  well,  out  of  five  (hots  which  were  fired 
from  the  picket,  one  broke  Wemyfs'  arm,  and  another  his  knee,  the 
command  then  devolved  to  a  young  lieutenant,  who  knew  nothing  of 
the  plan,  or  the  ground,  or  the  force  of  the  enemy,  and  all  was  con- 
fufion.  After  what  I  have  faid,  I  am  fure  I  may  depend  on  your 
adting  for  the  beft,  on  the  general  plan  of  the  welfare  of  the  army. 

ExtraSl. — From   Earl    Cornwallh    to   Lieutenant-colonel  'Tarleton,    dated 
JFynneJborough,  November  11,   1780. 

ftf*     I  S  E  N  D  duplicates  of  my  two  lafl  letters,  as  I  ordered  one 

of  the  exprefl'es  to  return  immediately,   and  he  is  not  yet  come ;  T  am 

apprehenfive  fome  accident  may  have  happened  to  him.     The  enemy 

•  D  d  declare 
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Notes  to  the  declare  their  intentions  of  going  to  Ninety  Six  ;  I  have  fent  M'Arthur 
Chapter,  with  the  I  ft  battalion  (a.)  of  the  71ft,  and  the  63d  under  Money  to 
Shirar's  ferry  :  I  wifh  you  would  get  three  legions,  and  divide  yourfelf 
into  three  parts  :  We  can  do  no  good  without  you,  I  truft  to  your 
coming  immediately,  unlefs  you  fee  fomething  more  materially 
preffing. 


(  N  O  T  E      L.  ) 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Earl  CornwalUs  to  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton,  dated 
Wynnejborough,  November  22^  1780. 

Of*  My  Dear  Tarleton, 
1  MOST  heartily  with  you  joy  of  your  fuccefs :  But  wilh  it  had 
not  coft  you  fo  much  ;  I  have  ordered  M' Arthur  to  proceed  to  Galley's 
ford  on  Ennoree,  and  to  wait  for  your  orders  with  his  battalion,  fend- 
ing on  the  baggage  with  a  captain  and  fifty  men :  If  you  fiiould  want 
him  it  will  make  but  little  delay ;  if  not,  it  will  fave  him  a  long 
march.  I  have  fent  Stewart  to  affift  your  wounded  ;  I  am  happy  to 
hear  that  Money  is  in  no  danger  ^  I  moft  fincerely  rejoice  in  your  efcape, 
as  well  on  my  own  account,  as  on  that  of  your  country  :  That  fuc- 
cefs and  every  happinefs  may  ever  attend  you,  is  the  fijicere  wifh 

Of  your  mofl:  faithful 

And  affedionate  friend, 

CORNWALLIS^ 


^     If  you  hear  of  Campbell,  or  any  force  advancing,  you  need 
not  hurry  yourfelf.    In  fhort,  I  leave  all  to  your  difcretion  ;  you  know 

the 
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the  Importance  of  putting  the  diftrl£t  of  Ninety  Six  into  a  flate  of  Notes  to  the 
fecuritj,  and  willa£l  accordingly:    You  will  make  any   requlfitions    Chapter, 
you  pleafe  to  Cruger,  either  from  co-operation  from  him,  or  afliftance 
of  militia,  which  Is  now  under  the  direftion  of  Cunningham,  briga- 
dier general  of  the  militia  of  the  diftritt,  and  which,  I  hope,  will  do 
better  than  it  has  lately  done. 

I  have  a  letter  from  L — — ,  who,  on  the  firft  application,  com- 
plies with  our  wifhes  :  I  will  not  tire  you  with  a  repetition  of  my  obli- 
gations to  you  ;  I  truft  you  will  find  that  I  (hall  never  forget  the7n. 
Pray  exprefs  my  thanks  in  the  flrongeft  terms  to  the  officers  and  men 
under  your  command. 

"Extradl. — From     "Earl  CornwaUh  to  Ueutenant-colonel  'Tarktoriy    dated 
Wynnejboroughy  November  23,  eight  o'clock  P.  M. 

5l*  I  H  A  V  E  no  doubt  but  your  vidory  will  be  attended  with  as 
good  confequences  to  our  affairs  as  it  is  with  honour  and  credit  to  your- 
felf;  I  Ihall  be  very  glad  to  hear  that  Sumpter  is  in  a  condition  to  give 
us  no  farther  trouble  ;  he  certainly  has  been  our  greateft  "plague  in  this 
country. 


(NOTE      M.  ) 

ExtraSl.—From  Earl  Cornwallis  to  Sir  Henry   Clinton,  dated  Camp,  at 
JVynneJborough,  D^ecemkr  ^,  1780. 

SUMPTER  having  paffed  the  Broad  river,  and  joined  Brannen, 
Clarke,  &c.-,  I  detached  Major  M' Arthur  with  the  ift  battalion  of  the 

D  d  2  71ft, 
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Notes  to  the  7 1  ft,  and  the  63d  regiment,  after  having  fent  my  aid-de-camp,  Lieu- 
Chapter,  tenant  Money,  to  take  the  command  of  it,  to  Brierley's  ferry,  on 
Broad  River,  in  order  to  cover  our  mills,  and  to  give  fome  check  to  tha 
enemy's  march  to  Ninety  Six..  At  the  fame  time  I  reca-lled  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Tarleton  from  the  low  country.  Tarleton  was  fo  fortunate  as 
to  pafs  not  only  the  Wateree,  but  the  Broad  river,  without  General 
Sumpter's  being  apprized  of  it,  who  having  increafed  his  corps  to  one 
thoufaiid>  had  paffed'  the  Ennoree,  and  was  on  the  point  of  attacking 
our  hundred  militia  at  Williams'  (a.)  houfe,  fifteen  miles  from  Ninety 
Six,  and  where^  I  believe,  he  would  not  have  met  with,  much  refif^ 
tance.  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  would  have  furpriaed  him  on  the 
fouth  of  Ennoree,  had  not  a  deferter  of  (b.)  the  63d  given  notice  of  his 
march  :  He,  however,  cut  to  pieces  his  rear  guard  in  paffing  that  river;, 
and  purfued  his  main  body  with.fuch  rapidity,-  that  he  could  not  pafs 
theTyger,  and  was  obliged,  to  halt  on  a  very  flrong  pofition,  at  a  place 
called  Blackftock's,  clofe  to  it;  Tarleton  had  with  him  "only  his  ca- 
valry, and  the  63d  mounted,  his  infantry  and  a  three  pounder  being 
feveral  miles  behind..  The  enemy  not  being  able  to  retreat  with  fafety, 
and  being  informed  of  Tarleton's  approach  and  want  of  infantry,  by  a 
woman  (c.)  who  pafled  him  on  the  march,  and  contrived  by  a  nearer 
road  to  get  to  them,  were  encouraged  by  their  great  fuperiority  of 
numbers,  and  began  to  fire  on  the  63d,  who  were  difmounted.  Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Tarleton,  to  fave  them  from  confiderable  lofs,  was 
obliged  to  attack,  although  at  fome  hazard,  and  drove  the  enemy  with 
lofs  over  the  river:  Sumpter  was  dangeroufly  wounded,  three  of  (d.) 
their  colonels  killed,  and  about  one  and  twenty  men  killed,  wounded, 
or  taken.  On  our  fide  about  fifty  were  killed  and  wounded,  Lieute- 
nants Gibfon  and  Cope,  of  the  63d,  were  amongfl  the  former,  and  my 
aid-de-camp,  Lieutenant  Money,  who  was  a  moft  promifing  officer, 
died  of  his  wounds  a  few  days  after.  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton,  as 
,    .  3  foon 
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fbon  as  he  had  taken  care  of  his  wounded,  purfued  and  difperfed  the  Notes  to  the 
remaining  part  of  Sumpter's  corps  ;  and  then,  having  affembled  feme  Chapter, 
militia  under  Mr.  Cunningham,  whom  I  appointed  brigadier  general 
of  the  militia  of  that  diftrift,  and  who  has  by  far  the  greateft  influ- 
ence in  that  country,  he  returned  to  Broad  river,  where  he  at  prefent 
remains  ;  as  well  as  Major  M'Arthur,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Brier- 
ley's  ferryr 

It  is  not  eafy  for  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  to  add  to  the  repu- 
tation he  has  acquired  in  this  province  ;  but  the  defeating  one  thou- 
fand  men,  pofted  on  very  ftroi.-g  ground,  and  occupying  log  houfes, 
with  one  hundred  and  ninety  cavalry  and  eighty  infantry,  is  a  proof 
of  that  fpirit  and  thofe  talents  which  muft  render  the  moft  eflential 
fervices  to  his  country.  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  commends  much 
the  good  behaviour  of  the  officers  and  men  under  his  command ;  and 
he  particularly  mentions  Lieutenant  Skinner,  of  the  i6th  regiment  of 
Infantry,  who  does  duty  with  the  legion,  as  having  diftinguifhed. 
himfelf. 


(NOTE.     NO 


EztraSl.  —  From  Earl  Cornwallls  to  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton,  dated' 
Wynnejborough,  Dec.  4/^,  1780. 

^  RUGELEY  will  not  be  made  a  brigadier.  He  furrendered 
without  firing  a  fhot,  himfelf  and  one  hundred  and  three  rank  and 
file,  to  the  cavalry  only:  A  deferter  of  Morgan's  affures  us  that  the 
infantry  never  came  within  three  miles  of  the  houfe.  I  wifh  you  to 
try  all  you  can  about  intelligence. 

(NOTE 
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(NOTE      O.  ) 

Notes  to  the     Exfracf.  —  From  Earl  CornwaUis  to  Emit enant- colonel  'Tarleton,  dated 
Clapter.  Wynnefooroiigh^  Dec.  i^tb,  1780. 

ftt"  IF  it  {hould  happen  that  any  of  your  foraguig  parties  fiiould  go  to 
any  of  the  fequeftered  (b.)  eftates  on  which  a  deputy  of  Mr.  Cruden's 
may  be  placed,  you  will  diredl  your  officer  to  make  application  to  that 
deputy  for  the  forage,  and  give  him  the  receipt. 

I  HAVE  no  material  intelligence,  and  T  am  forry  to  fay,  none  that  I 
can  depend  on  from  the  enemy  on  our  front.  If  you  can  meet  with 
any  perfons  more  enterprizing  than  thofe  I  can  find,  I  beg  you  will 
employ  them.  No  news  from  Ninety  Six,  or  General  Cunningham, 
fince  you  left  \\s.  I  faw  yefterday  your  (a.)  convalefcents ;  fome  of 
them  I  hardly  thought  fit  to  join  ;  and  there  were  rather  more  black 
attendants,  both  male  and  female,  than  I  think  you  will  like  to  fee. 
As  foon  as  I  hear  any  thing  material  from  Leflie,  you  fhall  hear 
from  me. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER     IV. 

Movements  of  the  Americans. —  'the  Briti/h  light  troops  pafs  Broad  river. — 
Karl  Cornwallis  moves  from  Wynnejborough.  —  AStion  at  the  Cow- 
pens,  —  General  Lejlie  joins  Earl  Cornwallis.  —  Piirfuit  of  General  Mor- 
gan. —  Margan  f-affes  the  Catawba  river The  King's  troops  pafs  the 

Catawba.  —  Affair  at  Tarrant s.  —  Earl  Cornwallis  marches  to  Salif- 
bury.  —  Skirmifj  at  the  Trading  ford. — Earl  Cornwallis  moves  to  the. 
Upper  fords.  —  General  Greene  pajjes  the  Dan.  —  Earl  Cornwallis 
marches  to  Hilljboroiigh,  —  and  ereSls  the  King's  fandard.  —  General 
Greene  repajjes  the  Dan.  —  Earl  Cornwallis  crojfes  Haw  river.  —  Skir- 
mi/h  near  Allamance.  —  Affair  at  IFetzelFs  mill.  —  Earl  Cornwallis 
paffes  a  branch  of  Deep  river. 


UURI  NG  the  preparations  for  the  fecond  invafion  of  North  Caro-  Chap.  IV. 
Una,  emiflaries  had  been  difpatched  into  that  province,  to  obtain  intel- 
ligence of  the  force  and  defigns  of  the  Americans.  Near  the  end  of 
December  information  was  received,  that  General  Greene  (D.)  had 
made  a  divifion  of  his  troops,  who  did  not  exceed  one  thoufand  four 
hundred  men,  exclufive  of  the  militia;  and,  that  he  had  committed, 
the  light  infantry  and  Colonel  Waftiington's  cavalry  to  General  Mor- 
gan, with  directions  to  pafs  the  Catawba  and  Broad  rivers,  in  order  to  Movements 

of  the  Ame-- 

colled  the  militia  in  the  diftrids  through  which  he  marched,    andrkans. 

(D.)  Note  D. 

afterwards.-, 
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Chap. IV.  afterwards  threaten  Ninety  Six;  whilft  he  conduced  the  other  divl» 
fion  of  the  continentals  to  Haley's  ferry,  on  the  river  Pedee,  to  form  a 
jundion  with  General  Cafwall,  and  give  jealoufy  to  Camden.  This 
appeared  to  be  the  outline  of  the  American  defigns  previous  to  the 
arrival  of  General  Leflle's  reinforcement.  The  intelligence  General 
Greene  had  procured  fince  his  appointment  to  the  fouthward,  and  the 
calculation  of  his  own  and  the  Britifh  force,  might  fuggeft  the  pro- 
priety of  attempting  to  diftrefs  the  frontier  of  South  Carolina  by  a  de- 
fultory  war,  till  he  could  acquire  a  command  fufficiently  numerous  and 
well  difciplined  to  undertake  more  decilive  operations.  There  could 
not  be  an  arrangement  better  chofen,  provided  the  royalifts  were  not 
joined  by  any  additional  regiments  ;  but  the  increafe  of  the  Englifh 
army  would  certainly  fruftrate  fuch  a  difpofition.  It  is  not  to  be  fup- 
pofed  that  General  Greene  would  have  adopted  the  hazardous  plan  of 
dividing  and  advancing  his  troops,  if  he  had  received  authentic  in- 
formation of  General  Leflie's  command  being  withdrawn  from  Vir- 
ginia, and  united  to  the  force  in  South  Carolina  ;  becaufe  fuch  an 
acceffion  of  ftrength  would  naturally  produce  a  movement  from  Wyn- 
nefborough,  which,  if  executed  with  tolerable  rapidity,  might  fepa- 
rate  the  two  divifions  of  the  American  army,  and  endanger  their  being 
totally  difperfed  or  deftroyed. 

Whilst  the  reinforcement  marched  from  Charles  town  to  join  the 
royal  forces,  -Earl  Cornwallls  employed  various  meafures,  in  order  to 
acquire  daily  intelligence  of  the  enemy,  and  to  obtain  a  competent 
knowledge  of  the  nature  of  the  country  in  his  front.  No  expence  was 
fpared  to  learn  the  flate  of  the  roads,  (a.)  the  number  of  the  mills, 
and  the  quantities  of  forage  and  provifions,  between  Broad  river  and 

(a.)  In  note  B. 

the 
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the   Catawba.     This   (a)  information  was  peculiarly  neceffary  for  a  Chap.  IV. 
general  who  was   about   to  invade  a  province  not  remarkable  for  its 
fertility,  and  which  has  no  navigable  rivers  to  convey  fupplies  to  the 
interior  parts  of  the  country. 

Tryon  county  prefented  an  entrance  into  North  Carolina,  which 
nccorded  equally  with  the  defigns  of  Earl  Cornwallis  and  the  prefent 
pofition  of  the  King's  troops.  Its  comparative  abundance,  and  the 
proofs  of  attachment  exhibited  by  the  inhabitants,  enhanced  its  local 
recommendation.  The  motives  for  the  fecond  invafion  of  North  Ca- 
rolina may  be  explained  In  a  few  words.  The  flrength  of  the  royal 
army  in  South  Carolina,  near  the  end  of  the  year  1780,  allowed  Earl 
Cornwallis  the  experiment  of  an  enterprize,  which  the  loyalifls  and 
Britifli  troops  in  America,  as  well  as  the  adminiftration  in  England, 
fuppofed  he  could  with  facility  accomplifli.  The  fuperiority  of  his 
force,  when  compared  with  General  Greene's,  gave  every  reafonable 
aflurance,  that  with  proper  care  the  latter  might  be  deftroyed,  or 
driven  over  the  Roanoke  ;  when  it  was  imagined  that  the  -loyalifls, 
who  were  computed  to  be  the  greater  proportion  of  the  inhabitants, 
would  make  indefatigable  exertions  to  render  themfelves  independent 
of  Congrefs.  Such  was  the  opinion  ©f  thoufands  when  the  :King's 
troops  prepared  for  this  expedition  :  But  their  expedations  were  not 
verified,  though  the  continental  army  was  chafed  out  of  the  province, 
and  the  loyal  fubjefts  were  Invited  to  repair  to  the  King's  flan  da  rd  at 
Hillfborough  ;  it  therefore  becomes  neceflary  to  inveftigate,  whether 
the  fcheme  itfelf  was  vilionary,  or  the  plan  to  complete  it  injudicious ; 
■or  whether, the  force  employed  was  inadequate  to  the  purpofe, 

.(a.)  In  note  E. 

£  e  If 
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Chap.  IV.  If  Earl  Coriiwallis  was  not  equally  fanguine  in  his  expe£tation  of 
final  conqueft,  it  muft,  however,  be  univerfally  acknowledged,  that 
the  prefent  was  a  favourable  crifis  for  exertion.  The  ftrength  of  the 
King's  troops,  and  the  weaknefs  of  the  enemy,  ftrongly  recommended 
this  fecond  invafion  of  North  Carolina.  On  the  junflion  of  General 
Leflie,  three  thoufand  five  hundred  fighting  (b.)  men  could  advance 
into  that  province,  befides  leaving  a  large  force  on  the  frontier.  Any 
advantage  gained  over  the  Americans  at  this  period,  would  undoubt- 
edly derange  their  projeds,  and  give  a  better  barrier  to  South  Carolina 
and  Georgia  ;  and  though'  the  expedition  was  ultimately  produftive 
only  of  the  advantage  of  fecuring  (A.)  old  pofTeflions,  yet  the  at- 
tempting greater  objects  was  juftifiable,  and  gave  a  fair  trial  to  the  ar- 
dent wifhes  of  government  at  home,  and  the  confident  hopes  of  the 
'     loyalifis  in  America. 

General  Leflie,  with  one  thoufand  five  hundred  and  thirty  (C.) 
men,  was  greatly  advanced  on  his  march  toward  the  army,  when  the 
operations  of  the  Americans  to  the  wefiward  of  Broad  river  laid  im- 
mediate claim  to  the  attention  of  the  Brltifh.  General  Morgan,  with 
the  continental  light  infantry.  Colonel  Wafhington's  cavalry,  and 
large  detachments  of  militia,  v/as  reported  to  be  advancing  to  Ninety 
Six.  Although  the  fortifications  were  in  tolerable  condition  at  that 
place,  and  fufficiently  fl-rong  to  refifl  an  afifault,  yet  the  prefervation. 
of  the  country  in  its  neighbourhood  was  confidered  as  fo  great  an  ob- 
jed  for  the  garrlfon  and  the  loyalifls  of  the  diftrid,  that  Earl  Corn- 
wallis  difpatched  an  aid-de-camp  (a.)  on  the  ifl  of  January,  to  order 
The  Britith  Lieuteuant-colonel  Tarleton  over  Broad  river,  with  his  corps  of  ca- 
crofs  Broad    valry  and  infantry,  of  five  hundred  and  fifty  men,  the  flrfl  battalion 

livtr, 

(b.)  In  note  B.  (A.)  Note  A.  (C.)  Note  C.  (a.)  In  note  F. 
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of  the  71ft,  confifting  of  two  hundred,  and  two  fliree-pounders,  to  Chap.  IV. 
counteract  the  defigns  of  General  Morgan,  by  protecting  the  country, 
and  compelHng  him  to  repafs  Broad  river.  Tarleton  received  a  letter 
the  next  day  from  his  lordfhip,  communicating  an  earnefl  wifli,  that 
the  American  commander,  if  within  his  reach,  (hould  be  "  puflied  (b)  to 
*'  the  utmofl ;  and  requiring,  likewife,  his  opinion,  whether  any  move 
of  the  main  army  (c.)  would  be  advantageous  to  the  fervice.  On  the 
receipt  of  this  letter,  he  direfted  his  courfe  to  the  weftward,  and  em- 
ployed every  engine  to  obtain  intelligence  of  the  enemy.  He  had  not 
proceeded  above  twenty  miles  from  Brierley's  ferry,  before  he  had 
undoubted  proofs,  that  the  report  which  occafioned  the  order  for  the 
light  troops  to  march  was  -erroneous.  The  fecure  ftate  of  Ninety  Six, 
and  the  diflance  of  General  Morgan,  immediately  prompted  Tarleton 
to  halt  the  troops  under  his  command,  as  well  to  allow  time  for  the 
junftion  of  the  baggage  of  the  different  corps,  which  had  been  left  on 
the  ground  when  they  firft  decamped,  as  t©  give  infomiation  to  Earl 
Cornwallis  of  the  fituation  and  force  of  Morgan,  and  to  propofe  ope- 
rations which  required  his  fandlion  and  concurrence. 

As  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  had  been  entrufted  with  the  outline 
of  the  future  campaign,  he  thought  it  incumbent  on  him  to  lay  before 
his  lordfhip,  by  letter,  the  probable  accounts  of  Morgan's  (a.)  force 
and  defigns  ;  the  neceffity  of  waiting  for  the  baggage  of  the  light 
troops  in  their  prefent  fituation,  as  any  future  delay  might  prove  a 
great  inconvenience  to  the  army ;  and  the  plan  of  operation  which 
ftruck  him  as  equally  neceffary  and  advantageous  for  the  King's 
fervice.  He  reprefented  the  courfe  to  be  taken,  which  fortunately 
correfponded  with  the  fcheme  of  the  campaign  :  He  mentioned  the 

(b.)  In  note  F.  (c.)  In  note  F.  (a.)  In  note  G.  ■ 

E  e  3  mode 
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Cbap.  IV.  mode  (b.)  of  proceeding  to  be  employed  againft  General  Morgan  :  He 
propofed  the  fame  (c.)  time,  for  the  army  and  the  light  troops  to 
commence  their  march  :  He  explained  the  point  (d.)  to  be  attained  by 
the  main  body  :  And  he  declared,  that  it  fhould  be  his  endeavour  to 
pufli  the  enemy  into  that  quarter,  (e.) 

Earl  Cornwallis  approving  the  (a.)  fuggefted  operations,  the  light 
troops  only  waited  for  their  baggage  to  proceed.  Two  hundred  men 
of  the  7th  regiment,  who  were  chiefly  recruits,  and  defigned  for  the 
garrifon  at  Ninety  Six,  and  fifty  dragoons  of  the  17th  regiment, 
brought  the  waggons  from  Brierley's  to  camp.  On  their  arrival. 
Lieutenant-colonel.  Tarleton  crofled  Indian,  and  afterwards  Dunken 
creeks  though  both  were  confiderably  fwelled  by  a  late  fall  of  rain  : 
He  hourly  received  accounts  of  the  increafe  of  Morgan's  corp^,  which 
Earl  Corn-    induced  him  to  requeft  Earl  Cornwallis,  who  was  moving  on  the  eaft 

v/allis  moves       -.„,.  ...  .  rr-  •>  i  •  ...^i... 

from  Wyn-  of  Broad  nver,  to  give  mm  permillion  to  retam  tne  7th  regiment,  that 
tlie  enemy  might  be  fooner  preffed  over  Broad  river,-  or  fome  favour- 
able fituation  obtained,  whence  great  advantage  might  be  derived  from 
additional  numbers  :  Having  received  leave  to  carry  forwards  the  rth. 
regiment,  he  continued  his  courfe  on  the  12th  to  the  weflrward,  in  or- 
der to  difcover  the  moft  prafticable  fords  for  the  paflage  of  the  Ennoree 
and  Tyo-er,  and  that  the  infantry  might  avoid  the  inconveniencies  they 
had  undergone  in  croffing  the  other  waters.  An  ufeful  expedient 
was  concealed  under  this  apparent  neceffity.  In  proportion  to  the  ap- 
proach of  the  light  troops  to  the  fources  of  the  rivers,  and  the  progrefs 
of  the  main  army  to  King's  mountain.  General  Morgan's  danger 
would  increafe,  if  he  remained  to  the  weftward  of  Broad,  river,.    The 

(1).)  In  note  G.  (c)  In  note  G.  (d.)  In  note  G. 

(e.)  In.  note  G^.  (a.)  In  note  H. . 

J,  Eunorec 
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Ennoree  and  Tyger  were  paffed  on  the  14th,  above  the  Cherokee  road,  Chap.  IV. 
and  Tarleton  obtained  mformation  ui  the  evening  that  General  Morgan 
guarded  all  the  fords  upon  the  Pacolet.  About  the  fame  time  Earl 
Cornwallls  advertifed  Tarleton,  that  the  main  army  (a.)  had  reached 
Bull's  run,  and  that  General  Leflie  had  furmounted  the  difficulties 
which  had  hitherto  retarded  his  march.  At  this  crifis  Lieutenant-co- 
lonel Tarleton  afTured  Earl  Cornwallis  that  he  would  endeavour  to  pafs 
the  Pacolet,  purpofely  to  force  General  Morgan  to  retreat  towards 
Broad  river,  and  requefted  his  lordfliip  to  proceed  up  the  eaftern  bank 
without  delay,  becaufe  fuch  a  movement  might  perhaps  admit  of  co- 
operation, and  would  undoubtedly  flop  the  retreat  of  the  Americans. 

On  the  15th  clrcumftantial  iirtelligence  was  procured  by  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Tarleton  of  the  different  guards  ftationed  on  the  Pacolet.  A 
march  was  commenced  in  the  evening  towards  the  iron  works,  which 
are  fituated  high  upon  the  river ;  but  in  the  morning  the  courfe  was 
altered,  and  the  light  troops  fecured  a  paflage  within  fix  miles  of  the. 
enemy's  camp.  As  foon  as  the  corps  were  afl'embled  beyond  the  Pa- 
colet, Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  thought  it  advifable  to  advance  to- 
wards fome  log  houfes,  formerly  conftrudled  by  Major  Fergufon, 
which  lay  midway  between  the  Brltifh  and  Americans,  and  were  re- 
ported to  be  unoccupied  by  General  Morgan.  The  neceffity  and  uti- 
lity of  fuch  a  proceeding  appeared  fo  ftrong,  that  fome  dragoons  and 
mounted  infantry  were  fent  with  all  poihble  expedition  to  fecure  them, 
left  a  fimilar  opinion  fhould  ftrike  the  American  commander,  which 
might  be  productive  of  great  inconvenience,  Tarleton  intended  to 
take  poft,  with  his  whole  corps,  behind  the  log  houfes,  and  wait  the 
motions  of  the  enemy ;  but  a  patrole  difcovtring  that  the, Americans. 

(a.)  In- note  I,. 

were 
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Chap.  IV.  were  decamped,  the  Britifli  light  troops  were  directed  to  occupy  their 
pofltion,  becaufe  it  yielded  a  good  port,  and  afforded  plenty  of  provi- 
lions,  which  they  had  left  behind  them,  half  cooked,  in  every  part  of 
their  encampment. 

Patroles  and  fpies  were  immediately  difpatched  to  obferve  the 
Americans  :  The  dragoons  were  directed  to  follow  the  enemy  till  dark, 
and  the  other  emiffaries  to  continue  their  inquiries  till  morning,  if 
fome  material  incident  did  not  occur  :  Early  in  the  night  the  patroles 
reported  that  General  Morgan  had  flruck  into  byways,  tending  towards 
Thickelle  creek :  A  party  of  determined  loyalifts  made  an  American 
*  colonel  prifoner,  who  had  cafually  left  the  line  of  march,  and  con- 

duced him  to  the  Britifh  camp  :  Tlie  examination  of  the  militia  colo- 
nel, and  other  accounts  foon  afterwards  received,  evinced  the  propriety 
of  hanging  upon  General  Morgan's  rear,  to  impede  the  jun6lion  of  re- 
inforcements, faid  to  be  approaching,  and  likewife  to  prevent  his  paf- 
fing  Broad  river  without  the  knowledge  of  the  light  troops,  who  could- 
perplex  his  defign,  and  call  in  the  afTiflance  of  the  main  army  if  ne- 
ceffity  required.  .  Other  reports  at  midnight  of  a  corps  of  mountaineers 
being  upon  the  march  from  Green  river,  proved  the  exigency  of  mo- 
ving to  watch  the  enemy  clofely,  in  order  to  take  advantage  of  any 
favourable  opportunity  that  might  offer* 

Accordingly,  at  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  on  the  17th,  the 
pickets  beingj  called  in,  the  Britifh  troops,  under  the  command  of 
Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton,  were  direifted  to  follow  the  route  the 
Americans  had  taken  the  preceding  evening,  and  the  baggage  and  wag- 
gons were  ordered  to  remain  upon  their  ground  till  daybreak,  under 
the  proteftion  of  a  detachment  from  each  corps.  Three  companies  of 
light  infantry,  fupported  by  the  legion  infantry,  formed  the  advance  ; 

the 
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the  7th  regiment,  the  guns,  and  the  ift  battalion  of  the  71  ft,  com-  Chap.  IV. 
pofed  the  center ;  and  the  cavalry  and  mounted  infantry  brought  up 
the  rear.  The  ground  which  the  Americans  had  paffed  being  broken, 
and  much  interfered  by  creeks  and  ravines,  the  march  of  the  Britifli 
troops  during  the  darknefs  was  exceedingly  flow,  on  account  of  the 
time  employed  in  examining  the  front  and  flanks  as  they  proceeded. 
Before  dawn,  Thickelle  creek  was  pafled,  when  an  advanced  guard  of 
cavalry  was  ordered  to  the  front.  The  enemy's  patrole  approaching, 
was  purfued  and  overtaken  :  Two  troops  of  dragoons,  under  Captain 
Ogilvie,  of  the  legion,  were  then  ordered  to  reinforce  the  advanced 
guard,  and  to  harafs  the  rear  of  the  enemy.  The  march  had  not  con- 
tinued long  in  thiS'  manner,  before  the  commanding  officer  in  front  re- 
ported that  the  American  troops  were  halted  and  forming.  The  guides 
were  immediately  confulted  relative  to  the  ground  which  General 
Morgan  then  occupied,  and  the  country  in  his  rear..  Thefe  people  de- 
fcribed  both  with  great  perfpicuity  :  They  faid  that  the  woods  were 
open  and  free  from  fwamps ;  that  the  part  of  Broad  river,  juft  above 
the  place  where  King's  creek  joined  the  ftream,  was  about  fix  miles 
diftant  from  the  enemy's  left  flank,  and  that  the  river,  by  making  e 
curve  to  the  wefl:ward,  ran  parallel  to  their  rear. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  having  attained  a  pofition,  which 
he  certainly  might  deem  advantageous,  on  account  of  the  vulnerable 
fituation  of  the  enemy,  and  the  fuppofed  vicinity  of  the  two  Britifli 
corps  on  the  eaft  and  weft  of  Broad  river,  did  iTot  hefitate  to  undertake 
thofe  meafures  which  the  inftrudlions-of  his  commanding  officer  im- Adtion  at  th?  • 
pofed,  and  his  own  judgement^  under  the  prefent  appearances,  equally  °"P^"'' 
recommended.  He  ordered  the  legion  dragoons  to  drive  in  the  militia 
parties  who  covered  the  front,  that  General  Morgan's  difoofitlon  might 
be  conveniently  and  diftin6lly  infpeiled.  He  dlfcovered  that  the  Ame- 
rican 
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Ghap.  IV.  rlcan  commander  had  formed  a  front-line  of  about  one  thoufand  mi- 
litia, and  had  compofed  his  fecond  line  and  referve  of  five  hundred  con- 
tinental light  infantry,  one  hundred  and  twenty  of  Wafhington's  ca- 
valry, and  three   hundred  back  woodfmen.     This  accurate  knowledge 
being  obtained,  Tarleton  defired  the  Britifti  infantry  to  difencumber 
themfelves  of  every  thing,  except   their   arms   and  ammunition  :  The 
light  infantry  were  then  ordered  to   file  to  the  right  till  they  became 
equal   to  the  flank  of  the  American  front  line  :  The  legion  infantry 
were  added  to  their  left ;  and,  under  the  fire  of  a  three-pouuder,  this 
part  of  the  Britifli  troops  was  inftrudted  to  advance  within  three  hun- 
dred yards  of  the  enemy.     This  fituation  being  acquired,  the  7th  re- 
giment was  commanded  to  form  upon  the  left  of  the  legion  infantry, 
and  the  other  three-pounder  was  given  to  the  right  divifion  of  the  7th : 
A  captain,  with  fifty  dragoons,  was  placed  on  each  flank  of  the  corps, 
who  formed  the  Britifli  front  line,  to  proteft  their  own,  and  threaten 
the  flanks  of  the  enemy  :  The  ifl:  battalion  of  the  7ifl:  was  defired  to 
extend  a  little  to  the  left  of  the  7th  regiment,  and  to  remain  one  hun- 
tlred  and  fifty  yards  in  the  rear.     This  body  of  infantry,  and  near  two 
hundred  cavalry,  compofed  the  referve.     During  theexecution  of-thefe 
arrangements,  the  animation  of  the  officers  and  the  alacrity  of  the  fol- 
diers  afforded  the  moft  promifing  afl'urances  of  fuccefs.     The  difpofition 
being  completed,  the  front  line  received  orders  to  advance  ;  a  fire  from 
fome  of   the  recruits  of   the   7th    regiment  was  fupprefled,  and   the 
troops  moved  on  in  as  good  a  line  as  troops  could  move  at  open  files  : 
The  militia,  after  a  fhort  conteft,  were  diflodged,  and  the  BritKh  ap- 
proached the  continentals.     The  fire  on  both  fides  was  well  fupported, 
and  produced  much  flaughter  :  The  cavalry  on  the  right  were  direited 
to  charge  the  enemy's  left :  They  executed  the  order  with  great  gallan- 
try, but  were  drove  back  by  the  fire  of  the  referve,  and  by  a  charge  of 
Colonel  Wafhington's  cavalry. 

As 
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As  the  conteft  between  the  Britifh  uifantry  in  the  front  line  and  the  Chaf.  IV. 
continentals  feemed  equally  balanced,  neither  retreating,  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Tarleton  thought  the  advance  of  the  71ft  into  line,  and  a 
movement  of  the  cavalry  in  referve  to  threaten  the  enemy's  right  flank, 
would  put  a  viiflorious  period  to  the  aftion.  No  time  was  loil  in  per- 
forming this  manoeuvre.  The  71ft  were  defired  to  pafs  the  7th  before 
they  gave  their  fire,  and  were  direded  not  to  entangle  their  right  flank 
with  the  left  of  the  other  battalion.  The  cavalry  were  ordered  to  in- 
cline to  the  left,  and  to  form  a  line,  which  would  embrace  the  whole  of 
the  enemy's  right  flank.  Upon  the  advance  of  the  71ft,  all  the  infantry 
again  moved  on  ;  The  continentals  and  back  woodfmen  gave  ground  : 
The  Britifli  rufhed  forwards  :  An  order  was  difpatched  to  the  cavalry 
to  charge  :  An  unexpected  fire  at  this  inflant  from  the  Americans,  who  -"^ 
came  about  as  they  were  retreating,  flopped  the  Britifh,  and  threw 
them  into  confufion.  Exertions  to  make  them  advance  were  ufelefs. 
The  part  of  the  cavalry  which  had  not  been  engaged  fell  likewife  into 
diforder,  and  an  unaccoimtable  panic  extended  itfelf  along  the  whole 
line.  The  Americans,  who  before  thought  they  had  lofl  the  aftion, 
taking  advantage  of  the  prefent  fituation,  advanced  upon  the  Britifli 
troops,  and  augmented  their  aftonifhment.  A  general  flight  enfued. 
Tarleton  fent  diredlions  to  his  cavalry  to  form  about  four  hundred  yards 
to  the  right  of  the  enemy,  in  order  to  check  them,  whilfl  he  endea- 
voured to  rally  the  infantry  to  protedl  the  guns.  The  cavalry  did  not 
cornply  with  the  order,  and  the  effort  to  colle£l  the  infantry  was  inef- 
fedual :  Neither  promifes  nor  threats  could  gain  their  attention  ;  they 
furrendered  or  difperfed,  and  abandoned  the  guns  to  the  artillery  men, 
who  defended  them  for  fome  time  with  exemplary  refolution.  In  tliis 
lafl  flage  of  defeat  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  made  another  ftruggle 
to  bring  his  cavalry  to  the  charge.  The  weight  of  fuch  an  attack 
might  yet  retrieve  the  day,  the  enemy  being  much  broken  by  their  late 

F  f  rapid 
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Cha?.  IV.  rapid  advance  ;  but  all  attempts  to  reftore  order,  recolle£lion,  or  cou- 
rage, proved  fruitlefs.  Above  two  hundred  dragoons  forfook  their 
leader,  and  left  the  field  of  battle.  Fourteen  officers  and  forty  horfe- 
men  were,  however,  not  unmuidful  of  their  own  reputation,  or  the 
fituation  of  their  commanding  officer.  Colonel  Wafliington's  cavalry 
were  charged,  and  driven  back  into  the  continental  infantry  by  this 
handful  of  brave  men.  Another  party  of  the  Americans,  who  had 
felzed  upon  the  baggage  of  the  Britiffi  troops  on  the  road  from  the  late 
encampment,  were  difperfed,  and  this  detachment  retired  towards 
Broad  river  unmolefted.  On  the  route  Tarleton  heard  with  infinite 
grief  and  afloniffiment,  that  the  main  army  had  not  advanced  beyond 
Turkey  (a.)  creek  :  He  therefore  dire£led  his  courfe  to  the  fouth  eaft, 
in  order  to  reach  Hamilton's  ford,  near  the  mouth  of  Bullock  creek, 
whence  he  might  communicate  with  Earl  Cornwallis. 

The  number  of  the  killed  and  wounded,  in  the  a£lion  at  the  Cowr 
pens,  amounted  to  near  three  hundred  on  both  fides,  officers  and  men 
Inclufive  :  This  lofs  was  almoft  equally  fhared  ;  but  the  Americans 
took  two  pieces  of  cannon,  the  colours  of  the  7th  regiment,  and  neat 
four  hundred  prifoners. 

A  DIFFUSE  comment  upon  this  affair  would  be  equally  ufelefs  and 
tirefome  :  Two  obfervations  will  be  fufficient :  One  will  contain  the 
general  circumflances  which  afFefted  the  plan  of  the  campaign,  and 
the  other  the  particular  Incidents  of  the  adlon.  It  appears  that  Earl 
Cornwallis  intended  to  invade  North  Carolina :  Before  his  march  com- 
menced, an  irruption  was  made  by  the  enemy  into  the  weftern  part  of 
South  Carolina  :    In  order  to  expel  hoflility  from  that  quarter,  he  di- 

(a.)  In  note  K. 

reded 
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reeled  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  to  proceed  with  a  corps,  and  "  pufli  Cuap.  IV. 
"  the  enemy  to  the  utmoH: ;"  at  the  fame  time  deliring  to  know  if  any 
movement  of  the  main  army  would  be  ufeful.     Tarleton,  finding  the 
Americans  not  fo  far  advanced  as  was  reported,  halted  his  troops,  that 
he  might  convey  his  opinion,  by  letter,  to   his  commanding  officer. 
He  propofed  that  the  army  under  Earl  Cornwallis,  and  the  corps  of 
light  troops,  fhould  commence  their  march  at  the  fame  time  for  King's 
mountain,  and  that  he  would  endeavour  to  deftroy  the  enemy,  or  pufh 
them  over  Broad  river  to  that  place.     Earl  Cornwallis  replied,  that 
Tarleton  perfectly  underllnod  his_  intentions.     After  three  days  move 
from  Wynnefborough,  his  lordfliip  fent  intelligence  that  General  (I.) 
Leflie  was   retarded  by  the  waters,  and   that  he  imagined  the  light 
troops  mufl  be  equally  impeded.     Tarleton  fliortened  his  marches  till 
he  heard  that  the  reinforcement  was  out  of  the  Avamps,  though  he 
had  more  difficulties  of  that  nature  to  ftruggle  againll:  than  could  poffi- 
bly  be  found  between  the  Catawba  and  Broad  rivers  :  This  delay  being 
occaiioned   by  General  Leflie's  corps,   rather  aftonilhed  him,  becaufe 
the  troops  under  that  officer's  command  were  not  mentioned  in  the  firfl 
propofal ;  and  if  they  were  deemed  neceflary  for  the  combination,  one 
forced  march  would  have  brought  tliem  from  the  banks  of  the  Ca- 
tawba fo  the  middle Toad,  which  Earl  Cornwallis  was  then  moving  on, 
between  the  two  great  rivers,  and  where  no  creeks  or  waters  could  ob- 
flruit  their  advance  towards  Tryon  county.     On  the  14th  Earl  Corn- 
wallis informed  Tarleton  that  Leflie  had  furm'ounted  his  difficulties, 
(a.)  and  that  he  imagined  the  enemy  would  not  pafs  the  Broad  river, 
though  it  had  fallen   very  much.     Tarleton  then  anfwered,  that  he 
would  try  to  crofs  the' Pacolet  to  force  them,  aiid  defired  Earl  Corn- 
wallis to  acquire  as  high  a  flation  as  poffible,  in  order  to  flop  their  re- 

(I.)  Note  I.  ~  (a.)  Til  Note  I. 

F  f  2  treat. 
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Chap.  IV.  treat.  No  letter,  order,  or  intelligence,  from  head  quarters,  reached 
I'arleton  after  this  reply,  previous  to  the  defeat  on  the  1 7th,  and  after 
that  event  he  found  Earl  Cornwallis  on  Turkey  creek,  near  twenty- 
five  miles  below  the  place  where  the  aftion  had  happened.  The  dif- 
tance  between  Wynnefborough  and  King's  mountain,  or  Wynnefbo- 
rough  and  Little  Broad  river,  which  would  have  anfwered  the  fame 
purpofe,  does  not  exceed  fixty-five  miles  :  Earl  Cornwallis  commenced 
his  march  on  the  7th  or  8th  of  January.  It  would  be  mortifying  to 
defcribe  the  advantages  that  might  have  refulted  from  his  lordfhip's 
arrival  at  the  concerted  point,  or  to  expatiate  upon  the  calamities 
which  were  produced  by  this  event.  If  an  army  is  afting  where  no 
co-operation  can  take  place,  it  is  neceflary  for  the  commander  in  chief 
to  keep  as  near  as  poflible  to  his  detachments,  if  fuch  a  proceeding  does 
not  interfere  with  a  manoeuvre  which  in  itfelf  would  decide  the  event 
of  the  campaign.  A  fteady  adherence  to  that  line  of  conduft  would 
prevent  the  misfortunes  which  detachments  are  liable  to,  or  foften 
their  effeifls.  Earl  Cornwallis  might  have  conceived,  that,  by  attends 
ing  to  the  fituation  of  the  enemy,  and  of  the  country,  and  by  cover- 
ing his  light  troops,  he  would,  in  all  probability,  have  alternately 
brought  Generals  Morgan  and  Greene  Into  his  power  by  co-operative 
movements :  He  might  alfo  have  concluded,  that  all  his  parties  that 
were  beaten  in  the  country,  if  they  had  no  corps  to  give  them  inftant 
fupport  or  refuge,  muft  be  completely  deftroyed.  Many  inftances  o£ 
this  nature  occurred  during  the  war.  The  fall  of  Fergufon  was  a  re* 
cent  and  melancholy  example  :  That  cataftrophe  put  a  period  to  tha 
firft  expedition  into  North  Carolina ;  and  the  affair  of  the  Cowpena 
overfliadowed  the  commencement  of  the  fecond. 

The  particular  incidents  relative  to  the  action  arlfe  from  an  exa- 
Boination  of  the  orders,  the  march,  the  comparative  fituation  of  Mor- 
gan 
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gan  and  Tarleton,  the  difpofition,  and  the  defeat.     The  orders' were  Chap.  IV. 
pofitive.     The  march  was   difficult,  on    account   of  the   number   of 
creeks   and   rivers;    and  circuitous,  in  confequence  of  fuch  impedi- 
ments :   The   Pacolet  was  pafled  by  ftratagem  :  The  Americans   to 
avoid  an  aftion,  left  their  camp,  and  marched  all  night :  The  ground 
which  General  Morgan  had  chofen  for  the  engagement,  in  order  to 
cover  his  retreat  to  Broad  river,  was  difadvantageous  for  the  Ameri- 
cans, and  convenient  for  the  Britifh  :  An  open  wood  was  certainly  as 
proper  a  place  for  adion  as  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  could  defire  ; 
America  does  not  produce  many  more  fuitable  to  the  nature  of  the 
troops  under  his  command.     The  fituation  of  the  enemy  was  defpe- 
rate  in  cafe  of  misfortune  ;  an  open  country,  and  a  river  in  their  rear, 
muft  have  thrown  them  entirely  into  the  power  of  a  fuperior  cavalry ;  ■ 
whilft  the  light  troops,  in   cafe  of  repulfe,  had  the  expedtation  of  a- 
neighbouring  force  to  prote<5t  them  from  deftru£tion.     The  difpofition 
was  planned  with  coolnefs,  and  executed  without  embarraffment.    The 
defeat  of  the  Britifli  mufl  be  afcribed  either  to  the  bravery  or  good 
conduct  of  the  Americans ;  to  the  loofe  manner  of  forming  which  had 
always  been  pradlifed  by  the  King's  troops  in  America  ;  or  to  fome 
unforefeen  event,  which  may  throw  terror  into  the  moft  dlfciplinecl 
foldiers,  or  counteract  the  beft-concerted  defigns.     The  extreme  ex-^ 
tenfion  of  the  files  always  expofed  the  Britlfli  regiments  and  corps, 
and  would,   before  this  unfortunate  affair,  have  been   attended  with- 
detrimental  efFe£l,  had  not  the  multiplicity  of  lines  with  which  they 
generally  fought  refcued  them  from  fuch  imminent  danger.     If  infan- 
try who  are  formed  very  open,  and  only  two  deep,  meet  with  oppo- 
fition,  they  can  have  no  {lability  :  But  when  they  experience  an  un- 
expected fhock,  confufion  will  enfue,  and  flight,  without  immediate 
fupport,  muft  be  the  inevitable  confequence.     Other  circumftances, 
perhaps,  contributed  to  fo  decifive  a  rout,  which,  if  the  military  fyftena.  • 

2  .  admitted  . 
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'  .Chap,  IV.  admitted  the  fame  judicious  regulation  ns  the  naval,  a  court  martial 
would,  perhaps,  have  difciofed.  Public  trials  of  commanding  officers 
after  unfortunate  affairs,  are  as  neceffary  to  .one  fervlce  as  the  other, 
and  might,  in  fome  inftances,  be  highly  beneficial  to  the  military  pro- 
feffion.  Influenced  by  this  idea,  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton,  fome 
days  after  the  aftion,  required  Earl  Cornwallis's  approbation  of  his 
proceedings,  or  his  leave  to  retire  till  inquiry  could  be  inftituted,  to 
inveftlgate  his  conducl.  The  noble  earl's  decided  fupport  of  Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Tarleton's  management  of  the  King's  troops,  previous 
to  and  during  the  aftion,  is  fully  exprefTed  in  a  letter  (L.)  from  his 
lordfhip. 

•  Above  two  hundred  cavalry  who  had  fled  to  the  main  army,  and 
feveral  other  fugitives,    joined   Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton   the  day 

General  Lef- after   the   aclion,    at   Hamilton's    ford.     Major-general  Leflle's  corp? 

CoriiTaiiis!'  marched  into  Earl  Cornwallis's  camp  on  the  morning  of  the  (a.)  i8th; 
The  19th,  the  army,  with  the  cavalry  on  their  left  flanlc,  moved 
towards  King's  creek  :  The  20th,  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  was 
direfted  to  pafs  Broad  river  with  the  dragoons  and  the  yagers,  to  ob- 
tain intelligence  of  General  Morgan^  and  to  give  prote(5lion  to  the 
fugitives  who  might  yet  have  efcaped  the  power  of  the  viftorious 
Americans.  He  recrofPed  the  river  in  the  evening,  having  received 
information,  that  Morgan,  foon  after  the  a£Hon,  had  quitted  the  field 
of  battle,  to  pafs  his  corps  and  the  prifoners  at  the  high  fords  on  Broad 
river,  leaving  the   wounded  under  the  protedlion  of  a  flag  of  truce. 

Furfmtof     This  news  Induced  Earl  Cornwallls  to  crols  Buffaloe  creek  and  Little 

gan.  '  Broad  river,  in  hopes  of  intercepting  General  Morgan  ',  but  the  cele- 

rity made  ufe  of  by  the  Americans,  after  their  unexpe6led  advantage 

(L,)  Note  L.       '  (a.)  In  note  R. 

at 
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at   the  Cowpens,    enabled  them  to   evade    his  lordfliip's   army,    and  Chap.  iv. 
reach  (a.)  the  Catawba.     In  the  mean  tune,  General  Greene  appointed  Morgan 

paffes  theCa-- 

the  eaflern  bank  of  that  river  for  the  place  of  rendezvous  of  the  tawba  river. 
miUtia,  and  to  efFed  a  jun(^ion,  if  poffible,  of  the  continentals.  In 
order  to  complete  his  plan,  he  prepared  to  difpute  the  paffage  of  the 
Britifli,  with  General  Morgan's  (b.)  diviuon  and  the  militia,  till  the 
other  corps  of  continentals  could,  by  forced  marches,  reach  the  upper 
parts  of  North  Carolina. 

The  King's    troops,    after   their   ineffedlual  purfult,    pointed    their 
Gourfe  towards  the  Catawba  :  The  train  of  waggons  that  now  attended 
them   met  with  great  obliacles  on. the  march,  which  conhderably  im- 
peded the  progrefs  of  the  army.     On  the  25th,  (b.)   a  halt  was  made 
at  Ranfoure's  mills,  for  the  purpofe  of  deftroying  all  the  baggage  and 
carriages,  except  fuch  as   were  abfolutely  neceffary.     Earl  Cornwallis 
reduced  the  lize  and  quantity  of  his.  own  baggage,  and  this  laudable  " 
example  was  followed  by  the  general  and  other  officers  under  his  com- 
mand-   After  adopting  this  meafure,  fo  neceflary  for  the  profecution 
ofofteniive  operations,  the  army  proceeded  towards  the  Catawba.     Pa- 
troles    were    dlfpatched  to    reconnoitre  the  neighbouring  fords  :  Par- 
ties of  continentals  and  militia  were  difcovered  on  the  oppofite  banks  : 
Intelligence  was  llkewife  obtained  of  the  arrival  of  General  Greene,. 
with  an  efcort  of  American  dragoons,  at  Beatty's  ford  ;  and,  that  his 
troops   were  advancing  by  rapid  marches  from  the  Pedee.     The  litua- 
tion   of  the  public  fords  rendering  them  formidable,  inhabitants  and 
fpies  were  employed  to  difcover  the  ftate  of  the  private  pafles  through 
the  river,  that  the  main  column  of  the  army  might   attempt  fome 
place  not  ftrongly  guarded,  whilft  a  detachment,  with  great  demon- 

(a.)  In  note  N.  (b.)  In  note  N.  (h.)  In  note  R. 
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Ghap.IV.  {Iratlon,  occupied  the  attention  of  the  Americans  at  the   raoft  fre- 
quented and  fhalloweil:  part  of  the  Catawba. 

On  the  evening  of  the  31ft  of  January,  a  large  proportion  of  the 
King's  troops  received  orders  to  be  in  readinefs  to  march  at  one  o'clock 
in  the  morning  ;  and  Colonel  Webfler  was  direfted  to  move  at  day- 
break, with  the  33d,  the  fecond  battalion  of  the  71ft,  Hamilton's 
corps,  the  yagers,  the  fix  pounders,  and  all  the  waggons,  to  Beatty's 
ford.  At  the  time  appointed,  Earl  Cornwallis  commanded  the  guides 
to  conduct  him,  with  the  principal  part  of  the  army  (c.)  and  two 
three-pounders,  to  M'Cowan's,  fix  miles  to  the  fouthward  of  the 
public  ford.  Owing  to  the  intricacy  of  the  roads,  and  the  darknefs 
of  the  morning,  one  of  the  three  pounders  was  overfet,  and  for  fome 
time  caufed  a  feparation  of  the  23d  regiment,  the  cavalry,  and  the 
artillery  men,  from  the  main  body.  The  brigade  of  guards,  and  the 
regiment  of  Bofe,  reached  the  river  before  dawn ;  and  it  evidently 
appeared,  by  the  fires  on  the  oppofite  bank,  that  a  detachment  of  the 
enemy  were  ready  to  contefl  the  pafl'age.  Brigadier-general  O'Hara 
formed  the  guards  into  column,  and  directed  them  to  move  forwards. 
The  King's  and  approach  the  Americans  without  firing.  As  foon  as  the  light 
.theTawwba.  company  entered  the  water,  fupported  by  the  grenadiers  and  the  two 
battalions,  the  enemy  commenced  a  gaUing  and  conflant  fire,  which 
was  fteadily  received  by  the  guards,  without  being  returned.  The 
column  advanced  without  the  fmalleft  halt,  though  the  foldiers  were 
frequently  above  their  middle  in  water;  and  a  rapid  ftream,  upwards 
of  five  hundred  yards  wide,  was  pafled  in  the  face  of  an  enemy  with 
great  gallantry  (d.)  and  refolution.  The  attack  of  the  light  and  gre- 
nadier .companies,    as  foon  as  they  reached  the  land,    difperfed   the 

(c.)  In  note  R.  (d.)  In  note  R. 

'  Americans, 
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Americans,  who  left  their  leader,  General  Davidfon,  dead  upon  the  Chap. TV., 
fpot,  and  about  forty  men  killed  and  wounded.     Lieuteaant-colonel 
Hall,  of  the  light  infantry,  fell  as  he  quitted  the  flream.     The  guards 
had  very  few  men  killed,  and  only  thirty-fix  wounded,  on  this  trying 
occafioii. 

The  regiment  of  Bofe,  the  23d,  the  three  pounders,  and  the  ca- 
valry, followed  in  fucceffion.  When  the  paffage  was  completed,  Earl 
Cornwallis  directed  Lieutenant- colonel  Tarleton  (e.)  to  move  forwards 
with  his  own  corps  and  the  23d  regiment,  to  attack  the  rear  of  the 
camp  at  Beatty's,  in  cafe  the  Americans  had  not  quitted  that  pofition  : 
But  as  that  was  looked  upon  as  the  prdbable  confequence  of  the  firing 
at  M'Cowan's,  upon  finding  tiie  ford  open  for  Colonel  Webfler,  he 
was  inftrutled  to  make  a  patrole  into  the  country,  to  gain  intelligence 
of  the  enemy.  The  advanced  dragoons  foon  brought  fome  prifoners 
to  Tarleton,  who  informed  him,  that  the  different  guards  upon  the 
fords  had  quitted  the  river,  and  were  making  a  precipitate  retreat.  A 
heavy  rain  and  bad  roa-ds  preventing  tiie  progrefs  of  the  infantry,  the 
23d  was  pofted  about  five  miles  eaft  from  Beatty''s  ford,  on  the  main 
route  leading  to  Salifbury,  and  the  purfuit  was  continued  with  the 
cavalry  :  They  had  not  proceeded  above  three  miles,  when  Tarleton 
gained  intelligence,  that  the  fugitives  from  the  fords,  and  other  par- 
ties of  militia  from  the  counties  of  Rohan  and  Mecklenburgh,  were  to 
affemble  at  two  d'clock  in  the  afternoon  at  Tarrant's  tavern.  Al- 
though the  report  of  the  diflance  and  the  numbers  was  contrary  to  his 
wifhes,  he  refletfted,  that  the  time  was  advantageous  to  make  impref- 
fion  upon  the  niilitiaj  that  the  weather,  on  account  of  a  violent  rain, 
.was  favourable  .for  the  projeft  ;  and  that  a  retreat  was  always  pradi- 

-(e.)  In  note  R. 
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Chap.  IV,  cable  with  a  iuperior  body  of  cavalry.  Aduated  by  thefe  confidtra- 
tions,  he  determined,  by  a  rapid  march,  to  approach  the  enemy  : 
The  militia  were  vigilant,  and  were  prepared  for  an  attack.  In  this 
critical  fituation,  Tarleton  refolved  to  hazard  one  charge,  and,  if  uu- 
fuccefsful,  to  order  a  retreat :  When   at  a  proper  diftance,  he  defired 

Affair  at  his  foldiers  to  advance,  ^nd  remember  the  Cowpens.  Animated  by  this 
reproach,  a  furious  onfet  enfued  :  They  broke  through  the  center 
with  irrefiftible  velocity,  killed  near  fifty  on  the  fpot,  wounded  many 
in  the  purfuit,  and  difperfed  above  five  hundred  of  the  enemy.  Small 
parties  of  dragoons  were  detached  in  every  diredlion,  to  continue  their 
confufion,  and  prevent  their  affembling  :  The  remainder  of  the  ca- 
valry halted  at  Tarrant's.  Seven  men  were  killed  and  wounded,  and 
twenty  horfes  fell,  by  the  firft  fire  of  the  enemy.  This  exertion  of 
the  cavalry  fucceeding  the  gallant  adion  of  the  guards  in  the  morning, 
difilifed  fuch  a  terror  among  the  (f.)  inhabitants,  that  the  King's 
troops  paffed  through  the  moil  hoftile  part  of  North  Carolina  without 
a  fliot  from  the  militia.  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton,  on  the  return 
of  the  detachments,  fell  back  with  his  corps  and  fome  prifoners,  to 
join  the  army,  five  miles  from  Beatty's  ford. 

Some  papers  belonging  to  Colonel  Locke,  who  was  killed  in  the 
late  affair,  difcovered  General  Greene's  folicitude  (M.)  for  the  alTem- 
bling  of  the  militia.  On  his  firft  arrival  in  Mecklenburgh  and  Rohan, 
he  thought  thofe  counties  would  fupply  force  fufficient,  with  the  aid 
of  Morgan's  corps,  to  prevent  the  King's  troops  paffing  the  Catawba  ; 
but  if  the  inhabitants  joined  their  affiflance  after  that  event,  he  had 
full  confidence  in  the  ability  of  General  Piekens,  to  harafs  and  im- 
pede the  progrefs  of  the  King's  troops,  till  he  placed  the  difl:ri<5ts  be- 

(f.)  In  note  R.  (M.)  Note  M.   • 

3  yond 
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yond  the  Yadkin  in  a  ftate  of  defence,  by  calling  out  their  nrjilitia,  and  Chap.  IV. 
eticding  a  junflion  of  the  divided  continentals.     The  defign  of  the 
American  cpmmander  being -in  fome  degree  fruftratcd,  Earl  Cornwal- 
lis  proceeded  with   the  royal  army  on  the  2d  of  Febrbary,   to  endea- 
vour to  render  the  whole   abortive.      He   reached    Salisbury  on    the  Earl  Com- 
4th,  where  fome  emiffaries  informed  him,  that  General  Morgan  was  marches  to 
at  the  Trading  ford,  but   had  not  paffed  the  river  :  Brigadler-o-eneral  ''^" 

O'Hara  was  directed  to  march  to  that  place,  with  the  guards,  the 
regiment  of  Bofc,  and  the  cavalry.  Owing  to  rain,  darknefs,  and  bad 
roads,  the  troops  did  not  arrive  at  the  Yadkin  till  near  midnight. 
After  a  Ikirmifh  (c)  it  was  difcovered  that  Morgan's  corps  had  crofled  Skirmini  at 

I  •  1         •  11  r      •  n  ^^^  Trading 

in  the  evenmg,  leaving  a  detachment  of  nriemen  to  protedl  fome  wag-  ford. 
gons  and  flores  belonging  to  country  people,  who  were  flying  with 
their  efFefls,  to  avoid  the  Britifh  army.  General  O'Hara  having  made 
a  fruitlefs  (g.)  effort  to  get  poffeffion  of  the  flats  and  large  boats  upon 
the  river,  took  pofi:  with  the  infantry  on  the  ground  which  com- 
manded the  ford  and  the  ferry,  and  fent  back  the  cavalry  to  Salifbury. 
A  heavy  rain  fwelled  the  Yadkin  the  fucceeding  day  and  night,  and 
General  Morgan  remained  on  the  eaflern  bank,  facing  the  Britlfli 
troops. 

Earl  Cornwallis  finding  that  he  could  not  attempt  the  Trading 
ford,  on  account  of  the  advantageous  pofition  of  the  enemy  and  depth 
of  the  river,  detached  the  cavalry,  fupported  by  the  23d  regiment,  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  6th,  to  reconnoitre  Grant's  creek,  and  the  coun- 
try beyond  it.  Some  militia  broke  the  bridge  on  the  creek,  but  re- 
tired on  the  approach  of  the  Britifh.  As  foon  as  the  bridge  was  re- 
paired,   Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton   made  a  long   patrole    with    the 

(c.)  In  note  N.  (g.)  In  note  R. 
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Chap.  IV.  cavalry,  and  finding  no  obflacles  to  impede  the  courfe  of  the  main 
army  to  the  upper  fords,  and  no  probability  of  oppofition  in  crofling 
the  Yadkin  above  the  forks,  he  returned  towards  his  infantry,  and 
fent  a  written  report  of  his  difcoveries  to  Salifbury.  On  this  news. 
Earl  Cornwallis  direiled  General  O'Hara  to  quit  his  pofition  at  the 
Trading  ford,  and  return  to  head  quarters.;  which  being  accompliflied, 

EarFCom-     the  royal  army  marched  from  Salifbury,  and  paffed  the  different  creeks 

walUs  moves  /r-    1       1        xr 

to  the  upper  on  the  road  to  the  (hallow  fords,  where  they  crolled  the  Yadkin,  and 

fords. , 

entered  the  Moravian  fettlement.. 

The  mild  and  hofpitabl'e  difpofition  of  the  inhabitants,  being  affiled 
by  the  wellrcultivated  and  fruitful  plantations  in  their  poffeflionj  afi- 
forded  abundant  and.  feafonable  fupplles  to  the  King's  troops  during 
their  paflage  through  this  diftri(ft.  Earl  Cornwallis,  wishing  to  in- 
tercept the  Americans,  and  force  them  to  a6lion  to  the  fouthward  of 
the  Roanoke,  proceeded  from  Salem  towards  the  head  of  Haw  river, 
and  on  his- march  gained  intelligence  of  their  having  compofed  a  for- 
midable (d.),  corps  of  light,  troops,  confifling  of  Lee's,  Bland's,  and 
Washington's,  cavalry,  the  continental  light  infantry,  and  fome  rifle- 
men, in  order  to  watch  his  motions,  and  retard  his  progrefs,  whilft 
General  Greene  removed  the  flores  and  heavy  baggage  of  the  conti- 
nentalarmy  into  Virginia,  andhaftcned  the  remainder  of  his  troops  to 
the  river  Dan,  on  the  frontier  of  that  province..  At  the  crofs  roads, 
near  the  Reedy  fork,  the  advanced  guard  of  the  Britifh  light  troops, 
was  attacked  by  Colonel,  Lee's  dragoons,,  who  were  repulfed  with 
fome  lofs  ;  but  an  officer  of  the  advanced  guard.continuing  the  purfuit 
too  far,  was  made  prifoner,.  with  three  of  his  followers..  The  bridge, 
on  R-ecdy  fork  being  broken  down,  retarded  for.  fome  hours  the  adr 

(d.)  In  no.te  N. . 
s  vanee 
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vance  of  Earl  Coruwallis,  who  afterwards  croffed  Troublerome  creek,  Chap.  IV. 
azid  perfevered  in  the  diredioii  to  the  high  fords  of  the  Dan.  On 
the  road  many  Ikirmifhes  took  place  between  the  Britifh  and  the  Ame- 
rican light  troops,  without  great  lofs  to  either  party,  or  any  impedi- 
ment to  the  progrefs  of  the  main  body.  Owing  to  an  excellent  dif- 
pofition,  which  was  attended  with  fome  fortunate  contingencies,  Gene- 
ral Greene  paffed  the  whole   army  over  the   river  .Dan  on   the    14th,  General 

Greene  pafles? 

near  Country-line  creek,  without  their  receiving  any  material  detri- the  Dan, 
ment  from  the  King's  troops.  Every  meafure  of  the  Americans,  du- 
ring their  march  from  the  Catawba  to  Virginia,,  was  judicioufly  de- 
Cgned  and  vigoroufly  executed.  The  Britifh  proceeded  without  inter- 
miffion  to  Boyd's  ferry,  (h.)  where  they  found  fome  works  evacuated, 
which  had  been  conftru£led  to  cover  the  retreat  of  the  enemy,  who 
fix  hours  before  had.  finifhed  their  paffage,  and  were  then  encamped  oa, 
the  oppofite  bank,. 

The   continentals   being  chafed  out   of  North  Carolina,    and   the 
militia    being    awed    and   impeded    from   colledling,    Earl    Cornwallis 
thought  the  opportunity  favourable  for  affembling  the  King's  friends. 
With  this  intention  he  retired   from  the   Dan,  and  proceeded  by  eafy  Earl  Cbrn- 
marches  towards  HlUfborough,  the  capital  of  the  province.     On  this  marches  to- 

.  Hilifbo- 

movement  the  Kmg's  troops  gradually  recovered  from  the  fatigue  they  rough, 
had  undergone  on  the  late  march,  which  they  had  borne  with  exem- 
plary  patience   and   fortitude.      Earl  Cornwallis,    on    his    arrival  at 
Hilllborough^  publifted  a,  proclamation,  (O.)  inviting  all  loyal  fubjedls  AnJere£fe 
to   repair  to  the  King's  flandard,  (1.)  and  to  take  an  adlve  part  in  ftauclaid.. 
aflifting  him  to  reftore  order  and  conftitutionat  government. 

(h.)  In  note  R.  (p.)  Note.  O.  <i.)  In  note  R.. 
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Chap. IV.  DuRiNG  thefe  operations,  Generals  Sunipter  and  Marion  endea- 
voured to  difturb  the  communications,  and  excite  infurre6tions,  in 
South  Carolina.  Lord  Rawdon  immediately  fuppreffed  all  the  ene- 
my's attempts  within  his  reach.  A  body  of  continentals,  under  Colo- 
nel Lee,  had  met  with  fome  fuccefs  on  the  extremity  of  the  eaftern 
border,  where  the  garrifon  of  George  town  were  furprifed  :  But  this 
part  of  the  frontier  was  relieved  by  the  recall  of  the  continentals  to  the 
northward,  and  George  town  was  again  occupied  by  the  British. 

Previous  to  the  movement  of  the  royal  army  from  Wynnefbo- 
rough,  Earl  Cornwallis  inftrufted  Lieutenant-colonel  Balfour,  to  fend 
a  detachment  from  Charles  town,  under  the  convoy  of  a  naval  force, 
to  take  poffeffion  of  Wilmington,  in  North  Carolina.  Information 
was  received  about  this  time,  that  Major  Craig,  of  the  Sad,  with  the 
flank  companies  of  his  regiment,  and  two  hundred  men,  had  pro- 
ceeded up  Cape-Fear  river  with  military  fupplies,  and  had  fortified 
himfelf  in  that  poft.  From  Hillfborough,  Earl  Cornwallis  opened 
correlpondence  with  Wilmington,  and  defired  the  officer  commanding 
at  that  place  to  report  to  him  the  ftate  of  the  country  in  his  neigh- 
bourhood, and  to  gather  as  early  and  complete  information  as  poflible, 
of  the  pradicability  of  eftablifhing  a  water  communication  between 
his  garrifon  and  Crofs  creek. 

Soon  after  the  King's  ftandard  was  erected  at  Hillfoorough,  many 
hundred  inhabitants  of  the  furrounding  diftridls  rode  into  the  Bri- 
tifh  camp,  to  talk  over  the  proclamation,  inquire  the  news  of  the  day, 
and  take  a  view  of  the  King's  troops.  The  generality  of  thefe  vifi'- 
tants  feemed  dcfirous  of  peace,  but  averfe  to  every  exertion  that  might 
tend  to  procure  it.  They  acknowledged  the  continentals  were  chafed 
out  of  the  province  ;  but  they  declared,  they  foon  expeded  them  to  re- 
turn, 
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turn,  raid  the  dcead  of  violence  and  perfecution  prevented  their  taking  Chap,  iv, 
a  decided  part  in  a  caufe  which  yet  appeared  dangerous.  Some  of  the 
moft  zealous  profeffors  of  attachment,  who  were  denominated  torie:, 
from  having  publicly  avowed  their  fentiments,  promifed  to  rail'e 
corps  and  regiments  for  the  King's  fervice  ;  but  their  followers  and 
dependents  protefting  againft  military  reftraint  and  fubordination, 
numbers  were  never  found  to  complete  their  eflablifhments.  Another 
circumftance  deferves  mention,  which  undoubtedly  had  material  influ-- 
ence  at  this  period.  Owing  to  a  variety  of  caufes,  the  King's  troops 
had  never  made  any  ferious  effort  to  affift  the  well  afFeded  in  North 
Carolina  fince  the  commencement  of  the  war.  The  length  of  time 
that  had  elapfed  fince  Governor  Martin  quitted  the  province,  and  the. 
variety  of  calamities  which  had  attended  the  exertions  of  the  loyalifts, 
had  not  only  reduced  their  numbers  and  weakened  their  attachment, 
but  had  confirmed  the  power  and  fuperiorlty  of  the  adverfe  party,  and 
had  occaiioned  a  general  depreffion  in  the  King's  friends,  which  would 
not  eafily  have  been  fliaken  off  in  the  mod:  profperous  times,  and  there- 
fore was  not  likely  to  be  warmed  into  acriau  with  the  prefent  appear- 
ance of  public  affairs. 

Notwithstanding  the  indifference  or  the  terror  of  the  loyallftS 
was  vifible  at  Hillfborough,  Earl  Cornwallis  entertained  hopes  of  re- 
ceiving reinforcements  from  the  inhabitants  between  the  Haw  and  the 
Deep  river.  On  the  23d  (k.)  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  was  de- 
tached with  two  hundred  cavalry,  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  of  Co- 
lonel Webfler's  brigade,  and  one  hundred  yagers,  to  give  countenance 
to  the  friends  of  government  in  that  diftrift  :  A  family  of  the  name  of- 
Pyle  had  made  pieparation  for  an  infurredlion  in  that  quarter,  and  had. 

(k.)  In  note  R;  « 

com'fi 
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•CiiA£.iV.  communicated  their  intentions  to  Earl  Cornwallis,  who  affured  them 
that  a  Britifh  force  {hould  be  fent  to  give  them  protedion  whilfl:  they 
'  aflembled,  and  at  the  fame  time  requefted  them  to  march  to  Hillfbo- 
rough,  or  to  Lieutenant-colonel  Taileton's  corps,  as  foon  as  they  had 
colleded  a  body.  On  the  24th  theBritiOi  detachment  paffed  the  Ha\\\ 
and  difperfed  a  party  of  American  militia,  who  had  united  to  coun- 
teradl  the  intentions  of  the  loyalills.  Tarleton  was  told  by  the  pri- 
feners,  that  a  continental  force  was  expe£led  in  the  neighbourhood, 
which  intelligence  induced  him  to  iend  to  the  Pyles  to  join  him  with- 
out delay.  In  the  courfe  of  the  day  particular  and  authentic  informa- 
tion was  obtained  of  Colonel  Lee's  cavalry  having  pafled  Haw  river 
to  meet  a  corps  of  mountaineers  under  Colonel  Prefton,  for  the  purpnfe 
of  intimidating  or  difperfing  the  King's  friends.  This  report  made 
Tarleton  repeat  his  orders  to  the  Pyles  for  an  inftant  jun6lion  of  the 
numbers  already  aflembled,  that  he  might  proceed  againft  either  Lee  or 
Prefton  before  they  united.  Spies  were  fent  to  gain  intelligence  of 
both,  and  fome  fatisfa£tory  accounts  had  arrived,  when  feveral  wounded 
loyalifts  entered  the  Britifh  camp,  and  complained  to  Tarleton  of  the 
cruelty  of  his  dragoons.  Though  the  accufation  was  erroneous,  their 
fufferings  were  evident,  and  the  caufe  from  whence  they  proceeded  was 
foon  afterwards  difcovered.  Colonel  Pyle,  and  two  hundred  of  his 
followers,  being  all  equally  ignorant  of  the  cuftoms  of  war,  had  not 
complied  with  the  orders  they  received,  and  though  forewarned 
of  their  danger,  thought  fit  to  pay  vilits  to  their  kindred  and  ac- 
quaintance before  they  repaired  to  the  Britifh  camp :  Lifpired  by 
whilkey  and  the  novelty  of  their  fituat-ion,  they  unfortunately  pro- 
longed their  excurfions,  till,  meeting  a  detachment  of  dragoons,  whom 
they  fuppofed  to  be  Britifh,  they  received  a  fierce  and  unexpeded  at- 
tack, in  anfwer  to  their  amicable  falutation  of  "  God  fave  the  King," 
and  many  of  them  experienced  inhuman  barbarity ;  when  difcovering 

.1  theix 
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their  miftake,  they  fupplicated  for  mercy.  Patroles  were  fent  out  to  Chap.  IV. 
learn  the  courfe  the  American  dragoons  had  taken  after  this  event,  and 
affiftance  was  difpatchcd  to  the  wounded  loyahfts.  After  dark  informa- 
tion was  procured  of  the  diftance  and  pofition  of  the  mountaineers ; 
and  when  the  Britifli  troops  were  under  arms  at  midnight,  to  proceed 
towards  their  encampment,  an  exprefs  arrived  from  Earl  Cornwallis 
with  an  order  (P.)  for  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton's  return  to  HUlf- 
borough. 

The  exertion  made  by  the  noble  Earl  to  call  forth  the  loyalifts  in 
North  Carolina,  fmce  the  abfence  of  the  continental  army,  had  excited 
the  attention  of  General  Greene,  who  endeavoured  to  obftru(£l  the  de- 
fign,  by  privately  employing  the  a<3:ive  emlflaries  of  his  party,  till  he 
had  collefted  a  fufficient  force  to  venture  over  the  Dan,  and  give  public 
fupport  to  the  American  caufe.     The  report  of  his  advance  foon  made  General 

Greene  re- 

the  luke-warm  friends  abandon  the  Britifh  camp,  and  prompted  Earl  crofles  the. 
Cornwallis  to  call  in  his  detachments.  The  exprefs  from  head  quar-r 
ters  obliged  Tarleton  to  forego  his  enterprlfe,  and  return  immediately 
to  the  generalj  who  had  taken  a  new  pofition  out  of  the  town,  on  the 
banks  of  the  river  Eno.  The  American  commander,  though  confi- 
derably  reinforced  by  {late  troops^  by  back- woodfmen,  and  by  militia, 
did  not  intend  to  approach  .and  offer  battle  to  the  King's  troops  in  the 
prefent  fituation  of  the  two  armies.  His  plan  was  not  to  venture  upon 
adlion  without  manifefb  fuperiority  and  advantage ;  but  to  keep  alive 
the  courage  of.  his  party,  to -deprefs  that  of  the  loyalifts,  to  wait  for 
the  additional. afliflance  which  he  expedted,  and  to  harafs  the  foragers, 
and  detachments  of  tha  Britifh... 

(P.)  Note  P.  . 
H  .h  .  Although  . 
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Chap.  IV.  ALTHOUGH  the  King's  ftandard  had  been  erefted  at  Hilllhorough, 
and  the  loyallfts  of  North  Carolina  invited  to  repair  to  it,  Earl  Corn- 
wallis  did  not  deem  it  judicious  (1.)  to  remain  long  in  that  fituation 
after  General  Greene  returned  from  Virginia.  On  the  26th  the  royal 
army  marched  by  the  left,  paffed  through  Hillfborough,  and  pointed 
their  courfe  towards  the  Haw.  The  fruitfulnefs  of  the  country,  and 
the  proteftion  of  a  body  of  the  King's  friends,  fuppofed  to  refide  in 
Carl  Corn-    that  dlftrift.  Were  the  reafons  affigned  for  this  movement.     The  Haw 

vV/illis  paiTes 

Haw  river,  was  paffed  on  the  27th,  and  the  King's  troops  took  pod  near  Allamance 
creek  and  Stinking  quarter.  If  General  Greene  loft  the  confidence  of 
his  friends  by  quitting  North  Carolina  when  purfued  by  a  fuperior 
force,  Earl  Cornwallis  likewife  relinquiflied  his  claim  to  the  fuperiority 
of  the  Britifti  arms  by  abandoning  Hillfborough  upon  the  return  of  the 
American  general  into  the  province  ;  and  undoubtedly  Loth  officers 
from  this  period  placed  their  future  hopes  in  their  own  military  con- 
<lu£t,  and  refted  the  event  of  the  campaign  upon  the  operations  of  their 
itfpediive  armies. 

As  foon  as  General  Greene  was  informed  of  the  pofitron  of  the  main 
body  of  the  King's  troops  near  Allamance,  and  that  their  advanced 
guard  extended  a  little  way  towards  Deep  river,  he  croffed  the  Haw 
near  its  fource,  and  took  poft  between  Troublefome  creek  and  Reedy 
fork.  The  two  armies  did  not  long  remain  in  this  fituation.  The 
Britifh  cavalry  were  ordered  on  the  2d  of  March  to  forage  about  three 
miles  in  front  of  their  encampment.  Captain  Hovenden,  of  the  le- 
gion, who  commanded  the  covering  party,  obferving  fome  of  the  Ame- 
rican dragoons  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  plantations  where  he  was 
dire£l:ed  to  colledl  forage,    rode  forwards  to  examine  more  clofely  ; 

(1.)  In  note  R. 

when, 
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when,  perceiving  the  enemy's  infantry,  he  difpatched  the  foragers  to  Chap. IV.. 
camp  without  their  burdens,  and,  on  his  return,  reported  the  circutn- 
flances  he  had  difcovered.  This  intelHgence  induced  Lieutenant-colo- 
nel Tarleton  to  make  a  patrole  with  his  whole  corps,  which  confifted 
of  the  cavalry,  a  few  mounted  infantry,  the  light  company  of  the 
guards,,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  of  Colonel  Webfler's  brigade,- 
after  having  conveyed  to  Earl  Cornwallis,  by  exprefs,  his  reafon  for 
fuch  a  proceeding.  The  approach  to  the  ground  where  the  enemy 
were  defcribed  to  have  been  feen  proving  unfit  for  the  operations  of  ca- 
valry, Tarleton  dire<£led  the  infantry  to  form  the  advance,  and  to  ex- 
plore the  thick  w-oods  upon  the  flanks  with  great  attention.  The  light 
company  of  the  guards,  commanded  by  Captain  Dundafs,  led  the  co- 
lumn, the  infantry  of  the  line  followed  the  guards,  and  the  cavalry 
brought  up  the  foragers  in  the  rear,  till  the  country  would  allow  the 
dragoons  to  move  on  to  the  front.  When  the  Britifh  drew  near  to  the 
plantations  which  were  to  furnifh  the  forage,  a  heavy  fire  from  fome 
thickets  on  each  fide  of  the  road  difcovered  the  fituation  of  the  enemy. 
The  guards  formed  with  their  ufual  alacrity,  and  Captain  Ingram,  ofSklrmiffl 

.  near  Alia* 

the  33d  regiment,  who  commanded  the  hundred  and  fifty  men  of  Web-  mance,. 
jfter's  brigade,  was  direded  to  drefs  his  left  by  their  right,  whilft  the 
cavalry  moved  to  his  right,  where  the  country  appeared  mofl  favourable 
for  their  exertions.     The  gallantry  of  the  Britifh  troops,  after  a  fhort 
confli£l,  diflodged  and  difperfed  a  corps  of  eight  hundred  men,  com- 
pofed   of  Lee's   legion,  Wafhington's  dragoons,    and   Preflon's   back- 
woodfmen.     The  lofs  of  the  Americans  was  confined  principally  to 
the  woodfmen  ;    the  continentals  retreated  early,  and  did  not  wait  the' 
charge  of  the  Britidi  dragoons,  who  were  much  impeded  in  their  ad- 
vance by  a  thick  wood  and  high  rails,  which  prevented  the  adion  froni. 
being  more  general  and  deeifive. 

H  h  3:  The-: 
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CHAr.IV.  The  purfult  was  reftralned  on  account  of  the  various  roads  by  which 
the  enemy's  cavalry  could  efcape,  and  in  confequence  of  the  report  of 
prifoners,  who  acknowledged  that  General  Greene  was  moving  with 
the  American  army  to  the  fouthward  of  the  Reedy  fork.  Though  the 
continentals  fuffered  little  in  this  affair,  numbers  of  the  riflemen  were 
killed  and  wounded  ;  and  being  abandoned  by  their  cavaliy,  the  reft 
were  totally  difperfed.  The  lofs  of  the  Britifh  amounted  to  one  officer 
wounded,  and  twenty  men  killed  and  wounded,  which  fell  principally 
upon  the  guards.  During  the  time  that  the  dragoons  were  colleding 
their  trufles,  an  exprefs  was  fent  to  Earl  Cornwallis  to  advife  him  of 
the  movement  of  the  enemy  ;  and  the  forage  being  completed,  the 
light  troops  fell  back  to  their  former  encampment ;  where  they  found 
Major  De  Buy,  with  the  yagers,  the  regiment  of  Bofe,  and  two  pieces 
of  cannon,  Earl  Cornwallis  having  advanced  this  fupport  as  foon  as  he 
heard  the  mulketry  in  front. 

The  next  morning  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  was  direfted  to  move 
a  corps,  confifting  of  two  hundred  cavalry,  the  light  company  of  the 
guards,  eighty  yagers,  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  of  Webfter's  bri- 
gade, two  fix-pounders,  and  the  regiment  of  Bofe,  fix  miles  to  the 
front  of  the  Britifh  army,  into  the  neighbourhood  of  the  enemy.  He 
chofe  a  ftrong  poft  for  his  numbers.  The  intermediate  country  was 
foraged  during  the  day  :  In  the  evening  Tarleton  was  defired  to  main- 
tain his  pofition  till  morning,  unlefs  he  found  that  he  was  likely  to  be 
attacked  by  a  force  too  confiderable  to  refift  :  The  advanced  poft,  in 
this  delicate  and  ticklifh  fituation,  was  felt  all  night  by  the  enemy,  and 
the  patroles  were  frequently  driven  in.  The  forage  being  completed, 
Lieutenant- colonel  Tarleton  withdrew,  and  joined  the  army  in  the 
mornins:. 


About 
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About  this  period  Earl  Cornwallis  and  General  Greene  entered  into  Chap.  IV. 
correfpondence  for  the  exchange  of  prifoners  belonging  to  the  fouthern 
armies.  Captain  Brodrick,  who  was  empowered  to  treat  by  the  for- 
mer, on  account  of  fome  difficulties  which  arofe,  could  not  bring  the 
bulinefs  to  a  conclufion  :  It  dropped  for  fome  time ;  and  being  after- 
wards revived,  was  finiflied  by  Captain  Cornwallis,  on  the  part  of  the 
Britifh,  and  Colonel  Carrington  as  agent  for  the  Americans,  when  the 
cuflomary  tariff  was  figned,  and  accordingly  executed. 

On  the  5th  information  was  conveyed  to  head  quarters  of  the  prin- 
cipal part  of  General  Greene's  army  being  fituated  near  Guildford 
court  houfe,  and  that  the  light  troops  and  militia  extended  down  Reedy 
fork  and  towards  the  Haw  river,  to  protect  the  country,  and  guard  the 
communications  with  Virginia,  and  the  upper  parts  of  North  Carolina. 
Several  reports  confirming  the  validity  of  this  intelligence,  Earl  Corn- 
wallis determined  to  move  the  next  day  to  difturb  the  enemy's  (n.) 
communications,  and  derange  their  projeds.  (m.)  Early  in  the  morn- 
ing he  pafl'ed  the  Allamance  :  The  light  troops  led  the  column,  fup- 
ported  by  Colonel  Webfler's  brigade  :  The  regiment  of  Bofe  was  fol- 
lowed by  the  brigade  of  guards  ;  and  Hamilton's  corps,  with  the  wag- 
gons, brought  up  the  rear.  The  Britifh  dragoons  foon  pufhed  Colonel 
Lee's  cavalry  from  their  advanced  fituation  :  They  retired  to  Wetzell's 
mill  on  the  Reedy  fork:  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  difcovered  the 
enemy  to  be  in  force  at  that  place,  and  reported  the  circumflance  to 
Earl  Cornwallis,  who  diredted  Colonel  Webfter  to  form  his  brigade 
into  line  with  the  light  company  of  the  guards  and  the  yagers.  This 
difpofition  being  made,  the  front  line  advanced,  the  reft  of  the  King's 

troops  remaining  in  column.     The  enemy  did  not  oppofe  the  right  Affairat Wet- 
zell's mill, 

(a.)  In  note  Q.  (m.)  In  note  R, 

2  wing 
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Chap.  IV.  wing  of  the  Bricifii  Co  fteadily  as  the  left:  The  23d  and  71ft  moved 
forwards  to  the  creek  without  any  great  impediment ;  and  the  ardent 
bravery  of  the  33d  and  the  light  company  of  the  guards  fotfti  diflodged 
them  from  their  ftrong  pofition.  The  infantry  mounted  the  hill  above 
tile  creek,  and  difperfed  the  Americans  fo  efFedually,  that  the  cavalry 
could  only  coUecl  afew  flragglers  from  the  woods  in  front.  The  mi-^ 
litia  who  guarded  tliis  pafs  had  upwards  of  one  hundred  men  killed, 
wounded,  and  taken.  The  killed  and  wounded  of  the  Britiih  amounted: 
to  about  thirty.. 

It  the  defign  had  been  completed  with  the  fam«  energ)r  with  vvhicH- 
it  was- commenced,  the  happieft  confequences  might  have  refulted  from 
it.  An  immediate  movement  of  the  King's  troops  acrofs  High-rock 
ford  might,  at  this  period,  have  produced  various  and  decifive  events. 
Such  a  manoeuvre  (b.)  might  have  intercepted  the  American  ftores  and 
reinforcements,  then  approaching  from  Hilliborough  and  Virginia; 
might  have  interrupted  the  retreat  of  the  American  army,  or  forced 
the  continentals  to  hazard  an  aftion  without  the  affift-ance  of  their 
eighteen-months  men  and  militia.  The  news  of  Earl  Cornwallis's 
march  made  General  Greene  decamp  precipitately,,  in  order  to  proceed: 
towards  the  Haw  for  the  proteftion  of  his  (c.)  ftores  and,  reinforce- 
ments :  Intelligence  was  obtained  of  this  circumftance  by  the  exprefs 
falling  into  the  hands  of  a  Britifh  legion  dragoon,  who  conduced  him 
to  Earl  Cornwallis  with-  his  difpatches.  But  notwithftanding  thefe 
weighty  coniiderations,  it  was  ftrenuoufly  urged  to  his  lordfhip,  that  a 
move  towards  Deep  river  would  cover  the  King's  friends,  and  that  the 
army  had  not  fufficient  proviiions  to  proceed  into  the  country  beyond 
the  Haw.     la  vaia  was  it  reprefented  that  the  Britifli  troops  could  never 

(b.)  In  note  Qj  (c.)  In  note  Q; 

I  expefl 
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expe£l  great  affiftance  from  the  loyalifts  till  they  had  deflroyed  Greene,  Chap.  IV. 
niid  acquired  a  marked  Superiority  of  arms  ;  that  the  prefent  enterprife 
was  momentous,  and  happily  commenced  ;  and  that  vigorous  exertions 
for  forty-eight  hours  would  procure  favourable  opportunities  of  taking 
all  the  flores  of  the  Americans,  beating  their  army  in  detail,  and  Secu- 
ring the  event  of  the  campaign. 

The  performance  of  thefe  operations,  which  would  probably  have 
averted  many  of  the  fublequent  calamities,  was  not,  however,  under- 
taken, and  an  order  was  given  for  the  King's  troops  to  incline  to  the 
weftward ;  They  accordingly  moved  in  a  fouth-weft  direftion  for  a  few 
days,  whilft  General  Greene  (d.)  conne£ted,  without  moleftation,  his 
militia,  his  eighteen-months  men,  and  his  continentals  ;  when  he  ad- 
vanced towards  a  good  pofition  over  Reedy  fork  with  an  army  of  feveii 
thoufand  men,  and  pufhed  forwards  his  light  troops  to  attack  the  rear 
of  the  Britifti  as  they  crofled  a  branch  of  Deep  river  :  The  legion  dra-  Earl  Corn- 

v/aliis  pafles  3 

^oons  repulfed  th^  enemy's  detachment  with  fome  lofs,  and  the  royal '"'=>""^^°f 

■^       Deep  river. 

r.rmy  encamped  on  the  13th  at  the  Quakers'  meeting  houfe. 

(d.)  In  note  Q. 


K  O  T  E  S 
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NOTES 


TO       THE 


FOURTH  CHAPTER. 


(NOTE      A.  ) 

Extract.  —  From  Earl  Cornwallis  to  Major-general  Lejlict  dated  camp  at  Notes  to  the 
Wynnejboroughf  Nov.  izth,  1780.  Chapter. 

VV  E  will  then  give  our  friends  in  North  Carolina  a  fair  trial :  If 
they  behave  like  men,  it  may  be  of  the  greateft  advantage  to  the  af- 
fairs of  Britain  ;  if  they  are  as as  our  friends  to  the  fouthward, 

we  mufl:  leave  them  to  their  fate,  and  fe cure  what  we  have  got. 


(NOTE      B.  ) 


Extradl.  —•  From  Earl  Cornwallis  to  Lieutenant-colonel  T'arleton,   dated 
Wynnejborough,  Dec.  iSth,   1780. 

0^     IF  you   had  not  moved  yeflerday,    Kinlock  would  have  in- 
formed you  that  Leflle's  fleet  came  over  the  bar  on  Thurfday  laft,  all 

I  i  well, 
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Notes  to  the  well,  and  iiot  a  fingle  miffing  fliip  ;  they  will  begin  their  march,  I 

Chapter,    believe,  this  day.     I  expeft  Balfour  here  to-morrow  or  Wednefday. 

Lord  Rawdon  has  received  intelligence,  which,  however,  he  does  not 

credit,  that  Morgan's  corps  and  the  cavalry  had  paiTed  the  Catawba. 

I  have  fent  out  every  body  I   could  engage  to  go  ;    but  the  friends 

.    hereabout  are  fo  timid,  and  fo  ftupid,  that  I  can  get  no  intelligence. 

I  APPREHEND  we  muft  firft  diflodge  Lacey,  &c.  from  Turkey 
creek,  and  then  march  up  the  weft  fide  of  Catawba  to  fome  of  the 
fords  above  the  Tuckafeege,  I  wifh  you  would  take  pains  to  inform 
yourfelf  as  thoroughly  as  poffible  of  the  ftate  of  the  roads,  (a.)  pro- 
vifions,  forage,  mills,  &c.  I  have  a  good  account  of  our  recruits,  in 
general,  and  hope  to  march  from  hence  three  thoufand  five  hundred 
fighting  men,  leaving  thofe  I  mentioned  to  you  on  the  frontiers. 

I  TRUST  you  will  make  every  poffible  (hift  rather  than  go  much 
farther  back,  as  I  fhould  then  be  uneafy  about  Al'Arthur ;  and  as  foon 
as  you  have  been  able  to  get  information  about  the  country,  I  fhould 
be  glad  to  fee  you,  to  talk  over  our  march. 


(NOTE       C,  ) 


Extra^.  —  From  Major-general  Lejlie  to  Lord  George  Germain,  dated 
Charles  toivjt,  Dec.  igfh,   1780. 

I  D 1  D  myfelf  the  honour  of  writing  to  your  lordfliip  at  fea,  on 
board  the  Romulus,  the  27th  ult.  From  hard  gales  and  contrary 
winds,  we  did  not  get  here  before  the  13th  inftant.  The  troops  are 
all  arrived  in  great  health  :  We  met  with  no  lofs  except  our  horfes. 

Com- 
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Commodore  Gayton  paid  the  greateil  attention   in  keeping  his  fleet  Notes  to  the 
together,  and  difpofing  of  his  light  armed  veffels  for  the  protedlion  of   Ch°p"er. 
the  tranfports.     I  found  orders  here  to  march  up  the   country  with 
about  one  thoufand  five  hundred  and  thirty  men,  to  join  Lord  Coru- 
wallis  as  foon  as  poffible  :  The  want  of  horfes  and  waggons  prevented 
me  proceeding  on  my  march  until  this  day. 


(NOTE      D. ) 


Copy — '^rom  Earl  ComwaUis  to  Lieutenant- colonel  T'arleton,  dated 
Wynnejbor ought  T)ec.  26th,  1780. 

ftl*  A  MAN  came  this  morning  from  Charlotte  town  ;  his  fide- 
lity is,  however,  very  doubtful ;  he  fays,  that  Greene  marched  on 
Wednefday  laft  towards  the  Cheraws,  to  join  General  Cafwall,  and 
that  Morgan,  with  his  infantry  and  one  hundred  and  twenty- four  of 
Wafhington's  light  horfe,  croffed  Biggar's  ferry,  on  Thurfday  and 
Friday  laft,  to  join  Lacey.  I  expeft  more  certain  intelligence  before 
night,  when  you  fhall  hear  again  from  me. 


(NOTE      EO 

Copy.  —  From  Earl  CornwalHs  to  Lieutenani-colonel  T'artttony  dated 
Wynnejborough,  Dec.  30/^,  1780. 

^     Dear  Tarleton, 

I  S  E  N  D  you  the  reports  of  the  day.     Firft,  Morgan  and  VVafhing- 
ton  have  paffed  Broad  river ;  fecondly,  a  brig  from  York  fays,   that 

I  i  3  a  packet 
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Notes  to  the  a  packet  had  arrived  there  from  England,  and  that  accounts  were 
Chapter,  brought,  that  fix  regiments  were  under  orders  for  embarkation,  y5<f^- 
pofed  to  be  deftined  for  Carolina  ;  thirdly,  and  the  worft  report  of  all, 
if  true,  that  one  thoufand  French  are  got  into  Cape  Fear,  who  will 
probably  fortify  themfelves  at  Wilmington,  and  flop  our  water  com- 
munication with  Charles  town  for  provifions  ;  fourthly,  that  an  em- 
barkation was  taking  place,  under  General  Phillips,  from  New  York, 
faid  to  be  deftined  for  the  Chefapeak. 

Lord  Rawdon  mentions,  that  by  a  letter  from  M'KInnon  to  Eng- 
land, he  is  afraid  that  the  accoutrements  for  the  1 7th  dragoons  are 
coming  up  by  the  flow  procefs  of  General  Leflie's  corps.  Try  to  get 
(a.)  all  poffible  intelligence  of  Morgan. 

Your's  very  fincerely, 

CORNWALLIS. 

Lieut.  Col.  Tarleton. 


(  N  O  T  E      F.  ) 

Copy.  —  From  Earl  Cornwallh    to  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton,  dated 
Wynnejborough,  Jan.  zd,   1780,  /even  o'clock  A.  M  * 

ftt-     Dear  Tarleton, 

I  SENT  Haldane  (a.)  to  you  lafl:  night,  to  defire  you  would  pafs 

Broad  river,  with  the  legion  and  the  firft  battalion  of  the  71  ft,  as  foon 

as  poffible.     If  Morgan  is  ftill  at  Williams',  or  any  where  within 

your  reach,  I  fhould  wifh  you  to  pufh  him  to  the  utmoft  :  I  have  not 

*  This  letter  was  mifdated  by  miftake,  being  written  on  the  2d  of  January,   1781. 

heard, 
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heard,  except  from  M'Arthur,  of  his  havhig  cannon;  nor  would  I  Notes  to  the 
believe  it,  milefs  he  has  it  from  very  good  authority  :  It  is,  however.     Chapter. 
poflible,  and  Ninety  Six  is  of  fo  much  confequence,  that  no  time  is  to 
be  loft. 

Your's  fincerely, 

CORNWALLIS. 


Let  me  know  if  you  think  that  the  moving  the  whole,  or  any 
part  of  my  (c.)  corps,  can  be  of  ufe. 


(NOTE       G. ) 

Extradi. — From  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleion  to  Earl  Cornwal/Js,  dated' 
Brookes',  Jan.  j\.th,   1781. 

{ft*  MORGAN,  with  upwards  of  one  tlioufand  two  hundred  men, 
being  on  this  fide  Broad  river,  to  threaten  Ninety  Six,  and  evade  your 
lordfhip's  army  whenever  you  may  move,  I  beg  leave  to  offer  my 
opinion  how  his  defign  may  be  prevented. 

I  MUST- draw  my  baggage, -the  71ft  and  legion's  are  depofited  at  my 
old  camp,  to  me.  I  wifh  it  to  be  efcorted  by  the  17th  light  dra- 
goons, for  whom  horfes  are  ready;  by  the  yagers,  if  to  be  fpared  ; 
and  by  the  7th  regiment.  The  7th  I.  will  fend,  as  foon  as  I  reach 
Ennoree,  with  the  field  piece,  to  Ninety  Six.  My  encampment  is 
now  twenty  miles  from  Brierley's,  in  a  plentiful  forage  country,  and 
I  can  lay  in  four  days  flour  for  a  move. 

■     When 
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Notes  to  the       When    I   advance,  I  mufl:  either  deflro}^  Morgan's  (b.)  corps,  or 

Fourth 

Chapter,  pufh  it  before  me  over  Broad  river,  tov/ards  King's  (e.)  mountain.  The 
advance  of  the  army  fhould  commence  (when  your  lordfhip  orders  this 
(c.)  corps  to  move)  onwards  for  King's  (d.)  mountain.  Frequent  com- 
munication by  letter  can  pafs  the  Broad  river.  I  feel  myfelf  bold  in 
offering  my  opinion,  as  it  flows  from  zeal  for  the  public  fervlce,  and 
well-grounded  inquiry  concerning  the  enemy's  defigns  and  operations. 

I  HAVE  directed  Captain  M'Pherfon,  the  bearer  of  this  letter,  who 
is  going  on  the  recruiting  fervlce,  to  deliver  a  letter  to  Lieutenant 
Munroe,  whom  I  left  at  my  canip,  to  bring  up  my  baggage,  but  no 
women. 

If  your  lordfliip  approves  of  this  plan.  Captain  M'Pherfon  may  give 
my  order  to  Lieutenant  Munroe  to  efcort  to  me  three  puncheons  of 
rum,  and  feme  fait ;  and,  upon  their  arrival,  I  will  move. 


(NOTE      H. ) 

Copy.  —  Prom   'Earl  CornwaUis  to  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton,   dated 
Wynnejborough,  January  K^th,   1781,  eight  0'' clock  P.  M. 

{ft"     Dear  Tarleton, 

SINCE  I  wrote  to  you  this  morning,  I  received  yours,  dated  yef- 
terday,  two  P.  M.  You  have  exadly  done  what  I  wifhed  you  to  do, 
and  underflood  my  (a.)  intentions  perfeftly.  Left  my  letter  of  this 
morning  (houkl  mlfcarry,  I  repeat  the  moft  material  paragraph. 


Your 


' 
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*  Your  baggage  is  ordered  to  Brierley's,  under  care  of  feventh  regi-  Notes  to  the 

•• Fourth 

ment.     I  propofe  marching  on  Sunday.  Chapter. 

Yours  fincerely, 

CORN  WALL  IS. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton. 


CoJ>y.  —  From  Earl  Ccrnivallis  to  Lieutenant-colonel  'Tarleton,  dated 
M'JliJlers,  January  Stb,   1781. 

ftt"     Dear  Tarleton, 

I  HAVE  juft  received  yours,  7th  January,  three  o'clock  P.M. 
1  ftiall  remain  here  to-morrow,  march  to  crofs  roads  on  Wednefday, 
halt  Thurfday,  and  reach  Bullock's-creek  meeting  houfe  Saturday, 

I  HAVE  no  news. 

Yours  very  fincerely, 

CORNWALLIS.. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton. 

Copy.  —  From  Earl  CornwaUis  to   Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton, .  dated 
M'-AUjler'sy  January^,  1781,  three  P.M.. 

ffl*    Dear  Tarleton, 

NOTHING  new  fince  yefterday  ;  feme  of  Wafliington's  cavalry,, 
who  had  been  efcorting  priloners  to  Charlotte  town, ,  returned  over 


^-  It-is  neceflary  to  inform  the  reader,  that  all  words  or  lines  in  Lord  Cornwallis's  fub- 
fe(]_uent  letters,  that  have  thefe  marks  .....  under  them,   are  in  the  originals  in  cypher. 

Broad . 
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Notes  to  the  Broad  river.     I  have  taken  every  means  in  my  power  to  find  out  Mor- 

Fourth  rr     n         1     • 

Chapter,    gan's  movements,  and  whether  he  repalles  Broad  river. 

I  RECEIVED  yours  January  8th. 

Yours  very  fincerely, 

CORN  WALL  IS. 

Lieutenant -colonel  Tarleton. 


(NOTE      L ) 

Copy.  —  From  End  CornwaUis  to   hkutenant-cahiiel  tarleton^  dated 
M^yllijier''s,  January  nib,   1781,  P,  M, 

^     Dear  Tarleton, 

I  RECEIVED  yours  laft  night,  of  the  9th,  four  P.  M.  I  fear 
the  waters  have  been  much  more  fwelled  fince  you  wrote  it.  At  pre- 
fent  I  think  I  fhall  move  Saturday  to  crofs  roads.  I  can  hear  nothing 
of  Morgan  ;  they  fay  there  are  feveral  ferries  high  up  Broad  river 
where  he  may  pafs,  particularly  Talbot's  ferry.  Leflie  is  much  re- 
tarded by  the  waters. 

Yours  fincerely, 

CORN  WALL  IS. 

Exira^.  —  From  Earl  CornwaUis  to  Lieutenant -colone/  Tarleton,  dated 
Bull  run,  January  14,    1781. 

*^     L  E  S  L  I  E  is  at  laft  (a.)  out  of  the  fwamps. 

I  HAVE 
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I  HAVE  not  heard  of  Morgan's  moving;  but  conclude  he  will  not  Notes  to  the 

•         Fourth 

crofs  Broad  river  :  I  hear  it  has  fallen  very  much.  Chapter. 


(NOTE      K. ) 


ExiraSl.  —  From  Karl  Cornwallis  to  Lord  George  Germain f  dated  . 
Jan.  18,  1 78 1. 

My  Lord^ 
I  THINK  it  neceffary  to  tranfmit  to  your  lordfhip  a  copy  of  my 
letter  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  left  the  exaggerated  accounts  from  the  re- 
bels fhould  reach  Europe  before  your  lordftiip  could  hear  from  New 
York.  I  fh all  only  fay,  in  addition  to  what  I  have  faid  to  Sir  Henry 
Clinton,  that  this  event  was  extremely  unexpefted  ;  for  the  greateft 
part  of  the  troops  that  were  engaged,  had,  upon  all  former  occafionSj^- 
behaved  with  the  moft  diftinguifhed  gallantry* 


ExiraSf.  —  From  Earl  Cornwallis  to  Sir  Henry  Qinton,   dated  camp  on 
Turkey  (a.)  creek.  Broad  river,  Jan.  iSth,  1781.., 

SI  R, 

I  N  my  letter  of  the  6th  of  this  month  I  had  the  honour  to  inform 
your  excellency,  that  I  was  ready  to  begin  my  march  for  North  Caro- 
lina, having  been  delayed  fome  days  by  a  divernoa  made  by  the  enemy 
towards  Ninety  Six.  General  Morgan  ftill  remained  on  the  Pacolet ; 
his  corps,  by  the  bcft  accounts  I  could  get,  confifted  of  about, five  hun- 
dred men,    continental  and  Virginia  ftate  troops,    and  one  hundred 

K.  k  cavaliy. 
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N'Jtes  to  tlis  •  cavalry  under  Colonel  Wafliington,  and  fix  or  feyen  hundred  militia  : 
Cj'.apter.     -But:  that  body  Is  (o   fiu>£luating,  that  it  is  impoffible  to   afcertain  its 
nuii:iber  within  fome  hundreds  for  three  days  following. 

'Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton,  with  the  legion,  and  corps  an- 
nexed to  it,  confiding  of  about  three  hundred  cavalry,  and  as  many 
infantry,  and  the  ift  battalion  of  the  71ft  regiment,  and  one  three- 
pouijderj  had  already  paffed  the  Broad  river  for  the  relief  of  Ninety 
Six.  1  therefore  direfted  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  to  march  on  the 
weft  of  Broad  river,  to  endeavour  to  ftrike  a  blow  at  General  Morgan, 
and  at  all  events  to  obUge  him  to  repafs  the  Broad  river ;  I  likewife  or- 
dered that  he  fliould  take  with  liim  the  7th  regiment  and  one  three- 
pounder,  which  were  marching  to  reinforce  the  garrifon  of  Ninety 
Six,  as  long  as  he  fliould  think  their  fervices  could  be  ufeful  to  him. 
The  remainder  of  the  army  marched  between  the  Broad  river  and 
Catawba. 

As  General  Greene  had  quitted  Mecklenburgh  county,  and  croffed 
the  Pedee,  I  made  not  the  leaft  doubt  that  General  Morgan  would  re- 
tire on  our  advancing.  The  progrefs  of  the  army  was  greatly  impeded 
by  heavy  rains,  which  fwelled  the  rivers  and  creeks  ;  yet  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Tarleton  condu£led  his  march  fo  well,  and  got  fo  near  to  Ge- 
neral Morgan,  who  was  retreating  before  him,  as  to  make  it  dangerous 
for  him  to  pafs  Broad  river,  and  came  up  with  him  at  eight  o'clock  of 
the  morning  of  the  17th  inftant.  Every  thing  now  bore  the  moft 
promifing  afpe£t :  The  enemy  were  drawn  up  in  an  open  wood,  and, 
having  been  lately  joined  by  fome  militia,  were  more  numerous  ;  but 
the  different  quality  of  the  corps  under  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton's 
command,  and  his  great  fuperiority  in  cavalry,  left  him  no  room  to 
doubt  of  the  moft  brilliant  fuceefs.     The  attack  was  begun  by  the  firft 

line 
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line  of  infantry,  confifting  of  the  7th  regiment,  the  infantry  of  the  le-  Notes  to  the 

r   I-    1         ■     r  1  •  r  1  Fourth 

gioa,  and  corps  or  light  mtantry  annexed  to  it  ;  a  troop  or  cavalry  Chapter, 
was  placed  on  each  flank;  the  ift  battalion  of  the  71  ft,  and  the  re- 
mainder of  the  cavalry,  formed  the  referve.  The  enemy's  line  foou 
gave  way,  and  their  militia  (Quitted  the  field  ;  but  our  troops  having 
been  thrown  into  fome  diforder  by  the  purfult,  General  Morgan's  corps 
faced  about,  and  gave  them  a  heavy  fire  :  This  unexpedled  event  occa- 
fioned  the  utmoft  confufion  in  the  firfl  line  :  The  ifl  battalion  of  the 
7if1:,  and  the  cavalry,  were  fuccefiively  ordered  up  ;  but  neither  the 
exertions,  entreaties,  or  example,  of  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton, 
could  prevent  the  panic  from  becoming  general.  The  two  three- 
pounders  were  taken,  and,  I  fear,  the  colours  of  the  7th  regiment 
fliared  the  fame  fate.  In  juftice  to  the  detachment  of  the  royal  artil- 
lery, I  mufl  here  obferve,  that  no  terror  could  induce  them  to  abandon 
their  guns,  and  they  were  all  either  killed  or  wounded  in  the  defence 
of  them.  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  with  difficulty  afTembred  fifty 
of  his  cavalry,  who,  having  had  time  to  recolleft"  themfelves,  and  be- 
ing animated  with  the  bravery  of  the  officer  who  had  fo  often  led  them 
to  vidory,  ^charged  and  repulfed  Colonel  Wafhington's  horfe,  retook" 
the  baggage  of  the  corps,  and  cut  to  pieces  the  detachment  of  the 
enemy  who  had  taken  pofTeflion  of  it ;  and  after  deftroying-  what  they 
could  not  conveniently  bring  off,  retired  with  the  remainder,  unmo- 
lefted,  to  Hamilton's  ford,  near  the  mouth  of  Bullock's  creek.  The 
lofs  of  our  cavalry  is  inconfiderable  ;  but  I  fear  about  four  hundred  of 
the  infantry  are  either  killed,  wounded,  or  taken.  I  will  tranfmlt  the 
particular  account  of  the  lofs  as  foon  as  it  can  be  afcertained. 

It  is  impoflible  to  forefee  all  the  confequences  that  this- un^xpe<5fced . 
aj[>d  extraordinary:  event  may  produce;,  but  your  excellency  may  be 

Kk.2.  aflured:. 
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Notes  to  the  affured  that  nothing  but  the  moft  abfolute  neceffity  (hall  mduce  me  to 

Fourth  .  ,       .  t  •    n      /•     1  •  » 

Chapter,     give  up  the  important  Object  ot  the  winter  s  campaign. 

I   SHALL-  direct.  Lieutenant-colonel  Balfour  to  tranfmit  a  copy  of 
this  letter,  by  the  £rj(l  opportunity,  to  the  fecretary  of  ftate. 

II  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

CORNWALLIS. 


(  NOTE      L.  ) 

'ExfraSf*  —  From  Earl  Cornw/illis  to  Lieutenant -colonel  T'arkton,  dated 
Fornays^  January  30,   1780. 

k5"  you  have  forfeited  no  part  of  my  efteem  as  an  officer  by 
^  the  unfortunate  event  of  the  a<flion  of  the  17th  :  The  means  you  ufed 
to  bring  the  enemy  to  adion  were  able  and  mafterly,  and  mufi:  ever 
do  you  honour.  Your  difpofitfort  was  unexceptionable ;  the  total  mif- 
behaviour  of  the  troops  could  alone  have  deprived  you  of  the  glory 
which  was  fo  juftly  your  due. 


(NOTE      M. ) 

Copy.  —  From  Major-general  Greene  to  Colonel  Locke,  dated  »amp  at 
Beattf  s ford,  January  2^J»  1781. 

as-    SIR, 

THE  enemy  are  laying  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  river,  and, 
from  every  appearance,   feem  determined  to  penetrate  the  country. 

General 
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General  Davidfon  informs,  he  has  called  again  and  again  for  the  people  Notes  to  th« 

Fourth 

to  turn  out  and  defend  their  country.  The  inattention  to  his  call  and  Chaptcti 
the  backv/ardnefs  of  the  people  is  unaccountable.  Providence  has 
bleffed  the  American  arms  with  fignal  fuccefs  in  the  defeat  of  Tarleton, 
and  the  furprife  of  George  town  by  Colonel  Lee  with  his  legion.  If, 
after  thefe  advantages,  you  negledl  to  take  the  field,  and  fufFer  the 
enemy  to  overrun  the  country,  you  will  deferve  the  miferies  ever  infe- 
parable  from  llavery.  Let  me  conjure  you,  my  countrymen,  to  fly  to 
arms,  and  to  repair  to  head  quarters  without  lofs  of  time,  and  bring 
with  you  ten  days  provifion.  You  have  every  thing  that  is  dear  and 
valuable  at  ftake  :  If  you  will  not  face  the  approaching  danger,  your 
country  is  inevitably  loft.  On  the  contrary,  if  you  repair  to  arms, 
and  confine  yourfelves  to  the  duties  of  the  field,  Lord  Cornwallis  muft 
be  certainly  ruined.  The  continental  army  is  marching  with  all  poffi- 
ble  difpatch  from  the  Pedee  to  this  place  ;  but,  without  your  aid,  their 
arrival  will  be  of  no  confequencc. 

I  am,    S  I  R, 

Your  humble  fervant, 

NATH.    GREENE. 

Colonel  Locke. 


(NOTE      N.  ) 

Philadelphia,  Feb.  28th.* 

Intelligence  from  the  fouthward, 

B  Y  authentic  advices  we  learn,  that  General  Morgan  collected  near 
one  hundred  prifoners,  hy  parties  fent  out  for  the  purpofe,  after  the 

*  Vide  Remembrancer,  page  302—3,  pa«  ift,  ij8i. 

2  accou«t 
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Notes  tothe  account   he  gave  in   his   letter  to  GcTiCral  Greene,  dated  the    19th  of 

Fourth  .    . 

Ch:i4.ner.  January  lafl: ;  that  upon  receiving  the  news  of  Colonel  Tarleton's 
defeat,  Lord  Cornwallis  marched  with  his  army  in  purfuit  of  the 
light  infantry  and  p'rifoners.  As  foon  as  General  Greene  was  informed 
of  the  movement  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  he  put  the  army  in  motion  on 
Pedee,  and  leaving  it  under  the  command  of  General  Huger,  fet  out 
to  join  the  light  infantry,  (b.)  in  order  to  colledl  the  militia,  and  em- 
barrafs  the  enemy,  until  he  could  effedl  a  jundion  of  his  forces.  Ge- 
neral Morgan,  after  his  attack  on  Colonel  Tarleton,  had  very  judi- 
cioufly  made  forced  marches  up  the  country,  and  happily  (a.)  crofl'ed 
the  Catawba  the  evening  before  a  great  rain,  which  fwelled  the  river 
to  fuch  a  degree,  as  prevented  the  enemy  from  croffing  for  feveral 
days ;  during  which  time  the  prifoners  were  got  over  the  Yadkin, 
and  on  their  march  to  Dan  river,  which  they  paffed,  and  on  the  14th 
of  this  month  had  reached  Bedford  court  houfe,  in  the  ftate  of  Vir- 


General  Greene,  on  the  latter  end  of  January,  arrived  at  the 
light-infantry  camp,  at  Sherard's  ford,  on  the  Catawba.  The  enemy 
were  a  little  lower  down  the  riv^er,  at  M'Cowan's  ford,  and  the  river 
was  ftill  fo  high,  that  they  could  not  crofs.  They  had  deftroyed 
their  waggons,  and  equipped  themfelves  completely  as  light  infantry. 
Their  force  con fifted  of  between  one  thoufaud  five  hundred  and  three 
thoufand  troops,  including  near  three  hundred  dragoons,  and  their 
mounted  mfuitry.  On  the  iftof  February  they  crofled  at  M'Cowan's 
ford  :  General  Davidfon,  with  a  party  of  militia,  was  ported  there,  in 
order  to  oppofe  their  paffage  ;  but  he  falling  by  the  firft  difcharge,  the 
enemy  made  good  their  landing,  and  the  militia  retreated. 

.  A  PLACE 
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A  PLACE  of  rendezvous  was  appointed  for  the  militia  to  affemblc  Notes  to  the 

,  .  Fourth 

at,  who  were  pofted  at  the  difterent  fords  up  and  down  the  river.  Chapter. 
Part  of  them  halted  about  feven  miles  (hort  of  the  place  of  rendez- 
vous, and  were  overtaken  by  Tarleton,  and  difperfed.  General  Greene 
waited  that  night  at  the  place  appointed,  but  finding  the  militia  did 
not  colleiSl,  the  light  infantry  continued  their  march  to  Sali{bury,  and 
croffcd  the  Yadkin.  Before  they  had  got  over  all  tlie  baggage  anti 
ftores,  the  enemy  approached,  and  there  was  a  pretty  fmart  .fkirmifh 
(c.)  between  a  part  of  our  riflemen  and  the  advance  of  the  enemy, 
near  the  ford.  The  boats  being  fecured,  and  the  river  continuing 
high  from  the  late  rains,  the  enemy  were  for  fome  time  flopped  in 
their  purfuit.  Heavy  rains,  deep  creeks,  and  bad  roads,  as  well  as 
delays  for  want  of  provifions  and  other  caufes,  prevented  our  forming 
a  jundlion  as-foonas  was  expected  :  General  Greene,  therefore,  fear- 
ing the  river  might  fall  fo  as  to  be  fordable,  ordered  the  army  to  file 
off  to  Guildford  court  houfe,  where  part  of  them  arrived  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  8th,  and  the  reft  were  expelled  to  be  in  on  the  pth.  The 
enemy  finding  they  could  not  pafs  at  the  Trading  ford,  near  Salifbury, 
inarched  up  the  fouth  fide  of  the  Yadkin,  and  on  the  night  of  the 
7th  crofifed  at  the  fhallow  ford,  and  had  on  the  9th  advanced  towards' 
Salem,  one  of  the  Moravian  towns,  within  twenty-five  or  thirty  miles 
of  Guildford  court  houfe. 

These  rapid  movements  having  prevented  the  jundlon  of  the  mi- 
litia. General  Greene  ordered  the  flqres  and  heavy  baggage  to  be  re- 
moved to  Prince  Edward  court  houfe,  in  the  ftate  of  Virginia  ;  and 
having  formed  a  light  army,  (d.)  compofed  of  the  cavalry  of  the  ill 
and  3d  regiments,  Lieutenant-colonel  Lee's  legion,  a  detachment  ot 
light  infantry  under  Colonel  Howard,  and  fome  few  Virginia  rifii- 
men,  making  In  the   whole    feven  hundred,  ordered   them  with   the 

militia 


256  CAMPAIGNS     OF     I780     AND     I781     IN     THE 

Notes  to  the  militia  to  harafs  the  enemy  ia  their  advance,  and  check  their  pro- 
Chapter,  grefs,  while  he,  with  the  reft  of  the  army,  crofled  the  Roanoke.  In 
the  mean  time  General  Sumpter  was  ordered  to  colleft  the  militia  in 
the  upper  part  of  South  Carolina,,  and  General  Bickens  had  orders  to 
take  the  command  of  the  men  in  arms  in  the  rear  of  the  enemy. 
Such  was  the  fituation  of  the  two  armies  at  the  date  of  the  laft  dif- 
patches,  which  was  the  i6th  of  thi^  month. . 


•  (NOTE      O. ) 

(COPY.) 

By  the  Right  Honourable  Charles  Earl  CornwalliSf  Lkutenant -general  of 
His  Majejly's  forces t  (^c, 

A      P  R  O  C  L  A  MA  T  I  O  NV 

WHEREAS  it  has  pleafed  the  Divine  Providence  to  profper  the 
operations  of  His  Majefty's  arms,  in  driving  the  rebel  army  out  of 
this  province  ;  and  whereas  it  is  His  Majefty's  moft  gracious  wifti  to 
refcue  his  faithful  and  loyal  fubjefts  from  the  cruel  tyranny  under 
which  they  have  groaned  for  many  years,  I  have  thought  proper  to 
ilTue  this  proclamation,  to  invite  all  fuch  faithful  and  loyal  fubjedls^ 
to  repair,  without  lofs  of  time,  with  their  arms  and  ten  days  provl- 
fions,  to  the  royal  ftandard  now  eredled  at  Hillft)orough,  where  they 
will  meet  with  the  moft  friendly  reception :  And  I  do  hereby  affure 
them,  that  I  am  ready  to  concur  with  them  in  efFeftual  meafures  for 
fuppreffing  the  remains  of  rebellion  in  this  province,  and  for  the  re- 

eftabHfhmeot  of  good  order  and  conftitutional  government. 

1 . 

Given 
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Given  under  my  hand,    at  head  quarters,   at  Hillfborough,    thisNotestothe 

,  /-T-.1  •!  r  Ti  \        r  Fourth 

twentieth  day  of  February,  m  the   year  or  our  Lord  one  thoufand    Chapter. 
feven  hundred  and  eighty  one,  and  in  the  twenty-firft  year  of  His 
Majefty's  reign. 

CORNWALLIS. 

By  his  lordfhip's  command, 

H.  Brodrick,  Aid-de-camp. 

GOD    SAVE    THE    KING! 


(NOTE      P.  ) 

Copy,  —  From  Earl  Cornwallis  to  Lieutenant-colonel  Tar  let  on,  dated. 
Hill/borough,  Feb.  24/^,   1781,  three  P.  M.  triplicate. 

St"     Dear  Tarleton, 

I  HAVE   received   intelligence  from    two   perfons,    that  Greene 

paffed  the  Dan  on  the  22d,  and  was  advancing  to  Dobbyns's.     They 

mention  fo  many  particulars,  that  I  cannot  help  giving  fome  credit :  I 

therefore  wifh  you  to  join  me  as  foon  as  poffible. 

Your's  fincerely, 

CORNWALLIS. 

I  take  my  ground  this  evening  on  the  fouth  fide  the  Eno. 

Li  (NOTE 
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(NOTE      QJ 

Notes  to  the       Copy.  —  From  Major-general  Greene  to  General  JVaJh'mgton,  dated 

Fourth  7    /-.        ;■  Ti /r        J  7  o 

Chapter.  head  quarters^  iron  works ^  North  Carolina,  March  loth,  1701. 

S  I  R, 
SINCE  I  had  the  honour  of  addreffing  your  excellency  laft, 
there  have  been  fome  changes  in  our  circumftances.  On  the  2d, 
Lieutenant-colonel  Lee,  with  a  detachment  of  riflemen,  attacked  the 
advance  of  the  Britifh  army,  under  Colonel  Tarleton,  near  Allamance, 
and  killed  and  wounded,  by  report,  about  thirty  of  them.  On  the  6th, 
the  Britifh  moved  down  toward  High  Rock,  either  with  a  view  to  in- 
tercept our  (a.)  {lores,  or  cut  off  the  light  infantry  from  the  main 
'  body  of  the  army,  then  advanced  near  feven  miles  ;  but  they  were 
handfomely  oppofed,  and  fuffered  confiderably,  without  effeding  any 
thing. 

This  manoeuvre  (b.)  occafioned  me  to  retire  over  the  Haw  river, 
and  move  down  the  north  fide  of  it,  with  a  view  to  fecure  (c.)  our 
{lores  coming  to  the  army,  and  to  form  a  junftion  with  feveral  con- 
fiderable  reinforcements  of  Carolina  and  Virginia  militia,  and  one  regi- 
ment of  eighteen -months  men,  on  the  march  from  Hillfborough  to 
High  Rock.  I  effe£led  (d.)  this  bulinefs,  and  returned  to  Guildford 
court  houfe. 


Our  militia  had  been  upon  fuch  a  loofe  and  uncertain  footing  ever 
fince  we  crofled  the  Dan,  that  I  could  attempt  nothing  with  confi- 
dence, though  we  kept  within  ten  or  twelve  miles  of  the  enemy  for 
feveraV  days.     The  enemy  kept  clofe,  feemingly  determined  that  we 
4  fhould 
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fhould  gain  no  advantage  of  them  without  rifking  fomething  of  confe-  Notes  to  the 

Fourth 
quence.  Chapter. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

With  great  refpe£t  and  efteem, 

Your  mofl  obedient  humble  fervant, 
NATHANIEL    GREENE. 

His  Excellency  General  Wafliington, 


(NOTE      R. ) 

Copy.  —  From  Earl  CornwaUls  to  Lord  George  Germain,  dated  Guildford^ 
March  I'jtb,  178,1. 

My  Lord, 
Having  occafion  to  dlfpatch  my  aid-de-camp,  Captain  Brodrick, 
with  the  particulars  of  the  a6lion  of  the  15th,  in  compliance  with 
general  diredions  from  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  I  fhall  embrace  the  oppor- 
tunity to  give  your  lordfhlp  an  account  of  the  operations  of  the  troops 
under  my  command  previous  to  that  event,  and  of  thofe  fubfequent, 
until  the  departure  of  Captain  Brodrick. 

My  plan  for  the  winter's  campaign  was  to  penetrate  into  North 
Carolina,  leaving  South  Carolina  in  fecurity  againfl  any  probable  at* 
tack  in  my  abfence.  Lord  Ravvdon,  with  a  confiderable  body  oi 
troops,  had  charge  of  the  •defenfive,  and  I  proceeded  about  the  middle 
of  January  upon  the  oftenfive  operations.  I  decided  to  march  by  the 
upper  in  preference  to  the  lower  roads  Leading  into  North  Carolina, 
becaufe  fords  being  frequent  above  the  forks  of  the  rivers,' my  paflage 
there  could  not  eafily  be  obflrufted  ;  and  General  Greene  having  taken 

L  1  2  poft 
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Notes  to  the  poft  Oil  the  Pedee,  and   there  being   few  j  fords  in  any  of  the  great 

^ou"h         .  ... 

Chapter,  rivers  of  this  country  below  their  forks,  efpecially  in  winter,  I  appre- 
hended being  much  delayed^  if  ^]ot-  entirely  prevented  from  penetra- 
ting by  the  latter  route. 


1  WAS  the  more  induced  to  prefer  this  route,  as  I  hoped  in  my 
way  to  be  able  to  deflroy  or  drive  out  of  South  Carolina  the  corps  of 
the  enemy  commanded  by  General  Morgan,  which  threatened  our 
valuable  diftrid  of  Ninety  Six  :  And  I  likewife  hoped,  by  rapid 
marches  to  get  between  General  Greene  and  Virginia,  and  by  that 
means  force  him  to  fight  without  receiving  any  reinforcement  from 
that  province  ;  or,  failing  of  that,  to  oblige  him  to  quit  North  Caro- 
lina with  precipitation,  and  thereby  encourage  our  friends  to  make 
good  their  promifes  of  a  general  rifing,  to  affill  me  in  re-eftabliftiing 
His  Majefty's  government. 

The  unfortunate  affair  of  the  17th  of  January  was  a  very  unex- 
pected and  fevere  blow  ;  for,  befides  reputation,  our  lofs  did  not  fall 
fhort  of  fix  hundred  men  :  However,  being  thoroughly  fenfible  that 
defenfive  meafures  would  be  certain  ruin  to  the  affairs  of  Britain  in  the 
fouthern  colonies,  this  event  did  not  deter  me  from  profecuting  the 
original  plan.  That  General  Greene  might  be  uncertain  of  iTiy  in- 
tended route  as  long  as  pollible,  I  had  left  General  Leflie  at  Camden, 
until  I  was  ready  to  move  from  Wynnelborough,  and  he  was  now 
within  a  day's  march  of  me  :  I  employed  the  i8th  (a.)  in  forming  a 
junction  with  him,  and  in  collefting  the  remains  of  Lieutenant-colo- 
nel Tarleton's  corps  ;  after  which,  great  exertions  were  made  by  part 
of  the  army,  without  baggage,  to  retake  our  prifoners,  and  to  inter- 
cept General  Morgan's  corps  on  its  retreat  to  the  Catawba  ;  but  the 

celerity 
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celerity  of  their  movements,  and  the  fwelling  of  numberlefs  creeks  in  Notes  to  the 
our  way,  rendered  all  our  efforts  fruitlefs.  '  Chapter, 

'  I  THEREFORE  aflemblcd  the  army  on  the  25th  (b.)  at  Ramfoure's 
mill,  on  the  fouth  fork  of  the  Catawba  ;  and  as  the  lofs  of  my  light 
troops  could  only  be  remedied  by  the  adivity  of  the  whole  corps,  j 
employed  a  halt  of  two  days  in  collefting  flour,  and  in  deftroying  fu- 
perfluous  baggage,  and  all  my  waggons,  except  thofe  loaded  with  hof- 
pital  ftores,  fait,  and  ammunition,  and  four  referved  empty  in  readi- 
nefs  for  lick  or  wounded.  In  this  meafure,  though  at  the  expence  of 
a  great  deal  of  officers'  baggage,  and  of  all  profpe£t  in  future  of  rum, 
and  even  a  regular  fupply  of  provifions  to  the  foldiers,  I  muft,  in  juf- 
tice  to  the  army,  fay,  that  there  was  the  moil  general  and  chearful 
acquiefcence. 

In  the  mean  time  the  rains  had  rendered  the  north  Catawba  im- 
paflable;  and  General  Morgan's  corps,  the  militia  of  the  rebellious 
counties  of  Rowan  and  Mecklenburg  under  General  Davidfon,  or  the 
gang  of  plunderers  xifually  under  the  command  of  General  Sumpter, 
not  then  recovered  from  his  wounds^  had  occupied  all  the  fords  in  a 
fpace  of  more  than  forty  miles  upwards  from  the  fork.  During  its 
height,  I  approached  the  river  by  Ihort  marches,  fo  as  to  give  the 
enemy  equal  apprehenfions  for  feveral  fords ;  and  after  having  pro- 
cured the  beft  information  in  my  power,  1  refolved  to  attempt  the 
paffage  at  a  private  ford,  then  (lightly  guarded,  near  M'Cowan's  ford, 
on  the  morning  of  the  ift  of  February. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Webfter  was  detached  with  part  of  the  army  and 
all  the  baggage  to  Beattie's  ford,  fix  miles  above  M'Cowan's,  where 
General  Davidfon  was  fuppofed  to  be  pofted  with  live  hundred  militia, 

and 
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Notes  to  the  and  was  directed  to  make  every  poffible  demoaftration,  by  cannonading 

Chapter,    and  otherwifc,  of  an  intention  to  force  a  paflage  there  ;  and  I  marched 

at  one  in  the  morning,  (c.)  with  the  brigade  of  guards,  regiment  of 

Bofe,  23d,  two  hundred  cavalry,  and  two  three-pounders,  to  the  ford 

fixed  upon  for  the  real  attempt. 

The  morning  being  very  dark  and  rainy,  and  part  of  our  way 
through  a  wood  where  there  was  no  road,  one  of  the  three  pounders 
in  front  of  the  23d  regiment  and  the  cavalry  overfet  in  a  fwamp,  and 
occafioned  thofe  corps  to  lofe  the  line  of  march  ;  and  fome  of  the 
artillery .  men  belonging  to  the  other  gun,  (one  of  whom  had  the 
match)  having  ftopped  to  aflift,  were  likewife  left  behind*  The  head 
of  the  column  in  the  mean  while  arrived  at  the  bank  of  the  river, 
and  the  day  began  to  break. .'  I  could  make  no  ufe  of  the  gun  that  was 
up,  and  it  was  evident,  from  the  number  of  fires  on  the  other  fide, 
that  the  oppofition  would  be  greater  than  I  had  expefted  :.  Howeverj 
as  I  knew  that  the  rain  then  falling  would  foon  render  the  river  again 
impalTable,  and  I  had  received  information  the  evening  before,  that 
General  Greene  had  arrived  in  General  Morgan's  camp,  and  that  his 
army  was  marching  after  him  with  the  greatefl:  expedition,  I  deter- 
mined not  to  delifl:  from  the  attempt ;  and  therefore,  full  of  confi- 
dence in  the  zeal  and  gallantry  of  Brigadier-general  O'Hara,  and  of 
the  brigade  of  guards  under  his  command,  I  ordered  them  to  march 
on,  but,  to  prevent  confufion,  not  to  fire  until  they  gained  the  oppo- 
fite  bank.  Their  behaviour  juftified  my  high  opinion  of  them  5  for  a 
conflant  fire  from  the  enemy,  in  a  ford  upwards  of  five  hundred  yards 
wide,  in  many  places  up  to  their  middle,  with  a  rocky  bottom  and 
llrong  current,  made  no  impreffion  on  their  cool  and  determined 
valour,  nor  (d.)  checked  their  paflage.  The  light  infantry  landing 
firft,  immediately  formed,  and   in  a  few  minutes  killed  or  dlfperfed 

every 
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every  thing  that  appeared  before  them  ;  the  reft  of  the   troops   form-  Notes  to  the 
Ing,  and  advanchig  in  fucceffion.     We  now  learned  that  we  had  been     Chapter. 
oppofed  by  about  three  hundred  mihtia  that  had  taken  pofl  there  only 
the  evening  before,  under  the  command  of  General  Davidfon.     Their 
general  and  two  or  three  other  officers  were  among  the  killed  ;  the 
number  of  wounded  was  uncertain  ;  a  few  were  taken  prifoners.     On^ 
our   fide,  Lieutenant-colonel  Hall  and  three  men    were   killed,    and 
thirty-fix  wounded,  all  of  the   light  infantry  and  grenadiers  of  the 
guards.     By  this  time  the  rear  of  the  column  had  joined ;  and  the 
whole  having  paffed  with  the  greateft  difpatch,  I  detached  Lieutenant- 
colonel  (e.)  Tarleton,  with  the  cavalry  and  twenty-third  regiment,  to 
purfue  the   routed  militia.      A  few  were  foon  killed  or  taken  ;  and 
Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  having  learned  that  three  or  four  hun- 
dred of  the  neighbouring  militia  were  to  aflemble  that  day  at  Tar- 
rant's houfe,  about  ten  miles   from  the  ford,  leaving  his  infantry,   he 
v/ent  on  with  his  cavalry,  and  finding  the  militia  as  expedled,  he  with 
excellent  conduft  and  great  fpirit  attacked  them  inftantly,  and  totally 
routed  them,   with  little  lofs  on  his  own  fide,  and  on  their's,  between 
forty  and  fifty  killed,  wounded,  or  prifoners.     This  ftroke,  with  our 
paffage  of  the  ford,  fo  efFedlually  difpirited  the  militia,  that  we  met 
with  no  farther  (f.)  oppofition  on  our  march  to  the  Yadkin,  though 
one  of  the  raofi:  rebellious  trads  in  America. 

During  this  time  the  rebels  having  quitted  Beatty's  ford,  Lieute- 
tenant-colonel  Webfter  was  paffing  his  detachment  and  the  baggage 
of  the  army ;  this  had  become  tedious  and  difficult,  by  the  continuf 
ance  of  the  rain,  and  the  fwelling  of  the  river  ;  but  all  joined  us  foon 
after  dark,  about  fix  miles  from  Beatty's  ford.  The  other  fords  were 
likewife  abandoned  by  the  enemy  :  The  greateft  part  of  the  militia 
difperfed  ;  and  General  Morgan  with  his  corps  marched  all  that  after- 
noon 
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Notes  to  the  noon  and   the   following  night   towards  Salifbury.     We  purfued  next 
Founfi 
Ciiaptcr.     morning,  in   hopes   to  intercept   hlai   between    the  rivers ;    and  after 

ih-uggling  wiili  many  difficulties,  ariling  from  fwelled  creeks  and  bad 
roads,  the  guards  came  up  with  his  rear,  in  the  evening  of  the  3d, 
routed  it,  and  took  a  few  waggons  at  the  Trading  ford  of  the  Yadkin. 
He  had  paiTed  the  body  of  the  Intantry  in  flats,  and  his  cavalry  and 
waggons  by  the  ford,  during  that  day  and  the  preceding  night.;  but 
at  the  time  of  our  arrival,  the  boats  (g.)  were  fecured  on  the  other 
fide,  and  the  ford  had  become  impaffable.  The  river  continuing  to 
rife,  and  the  weather  appearing  unfettled,  I  determined  to  march  to 
the  upper  fords,  after  procuring  a  fmall  fupply  of  provifions  at  Salif- 
bury  :  This,  and  the  height  of  the  creeks  in  our  way,  detained  me 
two  days  ;  and  in  that  time,  Morgan  having  quitted  the  banks  of  the 
river,  1  had  information  from  our  friends,  who  crofied  in  canoes,  that 
General  Greene's  army  was  marching  with  the  utmoft  difpatch  to 
form  a  jundlion  with  him  at  Guildford.  Not  having  had  time  to  col- 
lect the  North-Carolina  militia,  and  having  received  no  reinforcement 
from  Virginia,  I  concluded  he  would  do  every  thing  in  his  power  to 
avoid  an  action  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  Dan  ;  and  it  being  my  intereft 
to  force  him  to  fight,  I  made  great  expedition,  and  got  between  him 
and  the  upper  fords  ;  and  being  aflured  that  the  lower  fords  are  feldom 
pradlicable  in  winter,  and  that  he  could  not  colleft  many  flats  at  any 
of  the  ferries,  I  was  in  great  hopes  that  he  would  not  efcape  me  with- 
out receiving  a  blow.  Nothing  could  exceed  the  patience  and  alacrity 
of  the  officers  and  foldiers  under  every  fpecies  of  hard(hip  and  fatigue, 
in  endeavouring  to  overtake  them  :  But  our  Intelligence  upon  this 
occafion  was  exceedingly  defedlive  ;  which,  with  heavy  rains,  bad 
roads,  and  the  paffage  of  many  deep  creeks,  and  bridges  deftroyed  by 
the  enemy's  light  troops,  rendered  all  our  exertions  vain  ;  for,  upon 
our   arrival  at   Boyd's  ferry  on  the  12th,  we  learned,  that  his  rear 

guard 
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guard  had  got  over  the   night    before,    his  baggage  and  main  body  Notes  to  the 
having  paffed  the  preceding  day  at  that  and  the  neighbouring  ford,    Chapter. 
where  more  flats  had  been  colleded  than  had  been  reprefented  to  me 
as  poffible. 

My  force  being  ill  fuited  to  enter  by  that  quarter  fo  powerful  a  pro- 
vince as  Virginia,  and  North  Carolina  being  in  the  utmofl  confufion, 
after  giving  the  troops  a  halt  of  a  day,  I  proceeded  by  eafy  marches  to 
Hillfborough,  where  I  erefted  the  King's  ftandard,  and  invited,  by  pro-  "" 

clamation,  all  loyal  fubjefts  to  repair  to  it,  and  to  fland  forth  and  take 
an  adlive  part  in  affifting  me  to  reftore  order  and  conftitutlonal  govern- 
ment. As  a  confiderable  body  of  friends  were  faid  to  refide  between  the 
Haw  and  Deep  rivers,  I  detached  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  on  the 
23d,  (k.)  with  the  cavalry  and  a  fmall  body  of  infantry,  to  prevent 
their  being  interrupted  in  affembling.  Unluckily  a  detachment  of  the 
rebel  light  troops  had  crofled  the  fame  day,  and,  by  accident,  fell  in 
with  about  two  hundred  of  our  friends,  under  Colonel  Pyle,  on  their 
way  to  Hillfborough,  who,  miftaking  the  rebels  for  Lieutenant-colonel 
Tarleton's  corps,  allowed  themfelves  to  be  furrounded,  and  a  number 
of  them  were  moft  inhumanly  butchered,  when  begging  for  quarter, 
without  making  the  leaft  refinance.  The  fame  day  I  had  certain  intel- 
ligence that  General  Greene,  having  been  reinforced,  had  recroffed  the 
Dan,  which  rendered  it  imprudent  to  feparate  my  corps,  occafioned  the 
recall  of  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton's  detachment ;  and  forage  and 
provifions  being  fcarce  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hillfborough,  as  well 
as  the  pofition  too  diflant  (upon  the  approach  of  the  rebel  army)  for 
the  protedion  of  the  body  of  our  friends,  I  judged  it  expedient  (1.)  to 
crofs  the  Haw,  and  encamped  near  AUamance  creek,  detaching  Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Tarleton,  with  the  cavalry,  light  company  of  the 
guards,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  of  Lieutenant-colonel  Web- 

IM  m  fler's 
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Notes  to  tlie  fter's  brigade,  a  few  miles  from  me  on  the  road  to  Deep  river,  more 

Fourth  ^.   -       ,,  , 

Chapter,    efteaually  to  cover  the  country. 

General  Greene's  light  troops  fonn  made  their  appearance;  and  on 
the  2d,  a  patrole  having  reported  tliat  they  had  feen  both  cavalry  and 
infantry  near  his  poft,  I  dire<5led  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  to  move 
forward  with  proper  precautions,  and  endeavour  to  difcover  the  defigns 
of  the  enemy.  He  had  not  advanced  far  when  he  fell  in  with  a  conli- 
derable  corps,  which  he  immediately  attacked  and  routed ;  but  being 
ignorant  of  their  force,  and  whether  they  were  fupported,  with  great 
prudence  defifted  from  the  purluit.  He  foon  learned  from  prifoners 
that  thofe  he  had  beat  were  Lee's  legion,  three  or  four  hundred  back 
mountainmen  under  Colonel  Preftoii,  with  a  number  of  militia  ;  and 
that  General  Greene,  with  a  part  of  his  army,  was  not  far  diflant. 
Our  fituation  for  the  former  few  days  had  been  amongll:  timid  friends, 
and  adjoining  to  inveterate  rebels ;  between  them  I  had  been  totally 
deflitute  of  information,  which  lofl  me  a  very  favourable  opportunity 
of  attacking  the  rebel  army.  General  Greene  fell  back  to  Thompfon's 
houfe,  near  Boyd's  ford,  on  the  Reedy  fork ;  but  his  light  troops  and 
militia  ftill  remained  nrear  us  ;  and  as  I  was  informed  that  they  were 
pofted  careleffly  at  feparate  plantations  for  the  convenience  of  fubfifting, 
1  marched  on  the  6th  to  drive  them  in,  and  to  attack  (m.)  General 
Greene,  if  an  opportunity  offered.  I  fucceeded  completely  in  the  firft; 
and  at  Wetzell's  mill,  on  the  Reedy  fork,  where  they  made  a  fland, 
the-  back  mountainmen  and  fome  militia  fufFered  confiderably,  with 
little  lofs  on  our  fide  ;  but  a  timely  and  precipitate  retreat  over  the 
Haw  prevented  the  latter.  I  knew  that  the  Virginia  reinforcement 
were  upon  their  march  ;  and  it  was  apparent  that  the  enemy  would, 
if  poffible,  avoid  rifquing  an  aftion  before  their  arrival.. 

The 


SOUTHERN     PROVINCES      OF      NORTH      AMERICA.  zS'] 

'  The  neighbourhood  of  the  fords  of  the  Dan  in  their  rear,  and  the  Notes  to  the 
extreme  difficulty  of  fubfifting  my  troops  in  that  exhaufted  country  Chapter, 
putting  it  out  of  my  power  to  force  them,  my  refolution  was  to  give 
our  friends  time  to  join  us,  by  covering  their  country  as  effe6tually  as 
poffible,  confiftent  with  the  fubfiftence  of  the  troops,  ftill  approach- 
ing the  communication  with  our  (hipping  in  Cape-Fear  river,  which  I 
faw  it  would  foon  become  indifpenfably  neceffary  to  open,  on  account 
of  the  fufferings  of  the  army  from  the  want  of  fupplies  of  every  kind  ; 
and  at  the  fame  time  I  was  determined  to  fight  the  rebel  army,  if  it 
approached  me,  being  convinced  that  it  would  be  impoffible  to  fucceed 
in  that  great  obje£t  of  our  arduous  campaign,  the  calling  forth  the  nu- 
merous loyalifts  of  North  Carolina,  whilft  a  doubt  remained  on  their 
minds  of  the  fuperiority  of  our  arms.  With  thefe  views,  I  had  moved 
to  the  Quakers'  meeting,  in  the  forks  of  Deep  river,  on  the  13th,  and 
on  the  14th  I  received  the  information  which  occafionfed  the  movement 
that  brought  on  the  a£lion  at  Guildford,  of  which  I  (hall  give  your 
lord(hip  aa  account  in  a  feparate  letter. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c^ 

CORNWALLTS. 


Mm2  .CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER      V. 

Battle  of  Guildford.  —  Earl  Coy-nwallis  crojjes  Deep  river,  —  and  retires- 
towards  Crofs  creek,  —  General  Greene  follows  the  Brit  if:),  —  Earl  Corn- 
wallis  arrives  at  Crofs  creek,  —  and  moves  to  Wilmington.  —  General 
Greene  advances  towards   South  Carolina.  —  Earl  CornwalUs  marches 

towards  the  Roanoke.  —  Skirmijlj  at  Halifax Earl  CornwalUs  unites 

the  royal  armies  at  Peterfburgh.  —  The  Britif)  pafs  James  river  at  Weji" 
over.  —  "The  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  croffes  the  South  and  North  Anna.—~ 
Earl  CornwalUs  fends  detachments  to  defroy  fores.  —  "The  Britif  move 
towards  Richmond.  —  'The  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  folloxvs  the  King's 
troops.  —  Earl  CornwalUs  marches  to  JVilUamfburgh, —  J  fair  near  the. 
Chickahomany. 

X  H  E  Britifh  troops  fince  their  departure  from  HUIfborough  had  Chap.  V, 
been  in  great  want  of  many  of  thofe  neceffaries,  which,  in  general,. are 
deemed  abfolutely  requifite  to  render  their  hardfhips  fupportable,  and 
their  minds  contented  ;,  this  deficiency,  however,  did  not  difFufe  dif? 
fatisfadion,  or  produce  defertion,  but  rather  augmented  the  zeaJ,  and 
ftrengthened  the  fidelity  of  the  foldiery.  Notwithflanding  both  offif 
cers  and  men  manifefted  an  alacrity  equal  to  any  fatigue  or  danger. 
Earl  CornwalUs  meditated  on  the  meafures  he  fliould  adopt,  in  order 
to  open  the  communication  with  his  ftores.  To  forward. this  operar 
tion,  Major  Craig,  who  commanded  at  Wilmington,  ,was  directed,  if 
he  found  it  pradicable,  to  tranfport  fupplies  of  flioes  and  other  mate-- 

rial! 
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Ci!Ar.Y.  rial  articles,  by  water,  to  Crofs  creek  :  But  the  number  and  vicinity  of 
the  American  army,  reported  to  be  upwards  of  eight  thoufand-men, 
and  advanced  to  Guildford  court  houfe,  would  not  allow  the  Britifh 
commander  to  fend  a  detachment  to  Crofs  creek,  fuppofing  the  flores 
were  already  arrived  at  that  place  ;  and,  in  all  likelihood,  if  he  moved 
with  the  main  body  in  that  direfliion,  the  fuperior  force  of  General 
Greene  would  flimulate  him  to  interrupt  the  undertaking. 

Thus  iituated,  Earl  Cornwallls  had  the  alternative,  either  to  com- 
mence his  retreat,  or  prepare  for  a  general  a^lion.  '  The  power  and 
pofition  of  his  enemy  rendered  all  the  country  beyond  the  pickets  hof- 
tile  to  the  Britifli  caufe,  which  had  no  friends  or  partizans  at  this 
period  except  thofe  included  within  the  extent  of  the  royal  camp.  On 
the  14th  of  March,  his  lordfhip  determined  to  advance  upon  the  Ame- 
ricans at  Guildford,  and  bring  on  an  engagement,  that  he  thought 
they  would  not  avoid,  and  which  he  hoped  would  be  produftlve  of 
conliderable  advantage.  Before  dawn  next  morning,  the  waggons, 
with  the  baggage,  the  wounded,  and  the  lick,  were  inftru£led  to  move 
to  Bell's  mill,  on  Deep  river,  under  the  efcort  of  a  detachment,  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant-colonel  Hamilton,  (a.)  formed  of  his  own  regi- 
ment, one  hundred  Infantry  of  the  line,  and  twenty  dragoons  of  the 
legion.  The  main  body  at  daybreak  marched  toward  the  enemy's 
camp.  The  cavalry,  the  light  infantry  of  the  guards,  and  the  yagers, 
compofed  the  advanced  guard.  Colonel  Webfter's  brigade,  the  regi- 
ment of  Bofe,  and  the  brigade  of  guards,  followed  fucceffively  :  The 
artillery  marched  with  their  refpeftive  divifions.  The  Britifh  had 
proceeded  (tsQW  miles  on  the  great  Saliibury  road  to  Guildford,  when 
the  light  troops  drove  in  a  picket  of  the  enemy.     A  (harp  conflid  en- 

(a,)  In  note  A. 

4  fued 
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fued  between  the  advanced  (b.)  parties  of  the  two  armies.  In  the  on-  Chap.  v.. 
fet,  the  fire  of  the  Americans  was  heavy,  and  the  charge  of  their 
cavalry  was  fpirited  :  Notwithftanding  their  numbers  and  oppofition,. 
the  gallantry  of  the  light  infantry  of  the  guards,  affifted  by  tlie  legion, 
made  impreffion  upon  their  center,  before  the  23d  regiment  arrived. 
to  give  fupport  to  the  advanced  troops.  Colonel  Lee's  dragoons  re- 
treated with  precipitation  along  the  main  road,  and  Colonel  Campbell's- 
mountaineers  were  difperfed  with  cpnfiderable  lofs.  The  purfuit  was 
not  puflied  very  far,  as  there  were  many  proofs  befide  the  acknow- 
ledgment of  the  prifoners,  that  General  Greene  was  at  hand.  Captain. 
Goodrick  of  the  guards,  a  promifing  young  officer,  fell  in  this  conteft, 
and  betvi^een  twenty  and  thirty  of  the  guards,  dragoons,  ^nd  yagers,, 
were  killed  and  wounded.  The  King's  troops  moved  on  till  they  ar- 
lived  in  fight  of  the  American  army.  An  engagement  was  now  be- 
come inevitable,  and  both  fides  prepared  for  it  with  tranquillity  and.! 
order,    - 

During  the  flcirmlfh  of  the  light  troops,  General  Greene  formed  Battle  of 

Guildford.. 

the  American  army  of  feven  thoufand  men  into  three  lines,  (a.)  and 
waited  the  attack.  His  front  line  confided  of  North-Carolina  militia, 
under  Generals- Butler  and  Eaton  :  The  center,  was  placed  behind  rails, 
in  the  rear  of  a  clearing,  about  three  hundred  yards  fpace,  and  the 
flanks  extended  into  the  woods :  Two  fix-pounders  were  frationed  to  ■ 
the  right  of  the  center,  on  the  main  road  which  led  to  the  court  houfe. . 
The  fecond  line  was  compofed  of  the  Virginia  militia,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Generals  Stephens  and  Butleri.  who  formed  their  brigades  in 
the  woods  parallel  to  the  front  line,  and  about  four  hundred  yards  in 
their  rear.     The   continentals,  con  lifting  of  two  brigades,  one  Virgi-- 

(Lv)  h\.  note  A.,  (a.,)  In  note  D. . 

ma. 
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Chap.  V.  nia  and  the  other  Maryland  troops,  with  the  Delaware  regiment,  were 
commanded  by  Brigadier-general  Huger  and  Colonel  Williams,  and 
were  ported  facing  the  wood  where  the  two  lines  of  militia  were 
drawn  up  :  General  Greene  had  chofen  open  ground,  in  front  of  the 
court  houle,  for  great  part  of  his  regulars :  The  flanks  did  not  drefs 
up  to  the  center,  but  were  drawn  back,  fo  that  each  brigade  pre- 
fented  a  diiferent  front  :  Two  fix-pounders  were  placed  on  a  fmall 
eminence  which  looked  upon  the  road.  The  pofition  of  thefe  bri- 
gades was  near  fix  hundred  yards  in  the  rear  of  the  fecond  line. 
Lieutenant-colonel  Wafliington,  with  the  dragoons  (b.)  of  the  ift  and 
.3d  regiments,  a  detachment  of  light  infantry,  compofed  of  continen- 
tals, and  a  regiment  of  riflemen  under  Colonel  Lynch,  formed  a  corps 
of  obfervation  for  the  fecurity  of  the  right  flank.  Lieutenant-colonel 
Lee,  with  his  legion,  a  party  of  light  infantry,  and  a  corps  of  rifle- 
men under  Colonel  Campbell,  had  a  fimilar  fituation  on  the  left. 

As  the  front  of  the  Britifh  column  approached  the  open  ground 
facing  the  American  pofition,  the  enemy's  fix  pounders  opened  from 
the  road,  and  were  immediately  anfwered  by  the  royal  artillery.  After 
Earl  Cornwallls  had  confulted  the  guides  concerning  the  nature  of  the 
country,  and  viewed  as  much  as  he  could  the  difpofition  of  the  militia, 
he  defired  Major-general  Leflie  (c.)  to  move  to  the  right  with  the  yid 
and  the  regiment  of  Bofe,  which  force  was  to  compofe  his  front  litie 
for  the  attack  of  the  enemy's  left,  and  the  ill,  battalion  of  the  guards 
was  allotted  for  his  referve.  Colonel  Webfter  was  direded  to  form  the 
33d  (d.)  and  33d  on  the  left  of  General  Leflie's  divifion  :  Brigadier- 
general  O'Hara  was  inftrufted  to  fupport  Colonel  Webfter,  with  the 
2d  battalion  and  the  grenadier  company  of  the  guards.     Whilft  thefe 

(b.)  In  note  D.  (c.)  In  note  A.  (d.)  In  note  A. 

troops 
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troops  were  forming,  the  yagers  and  the  light  infantry  of  the  guards  Chap.  V. 
remained  near  the  guns  in  the  road  ;  but  when  the  line  moved  on,  they 
attached  themfelves  to  the  left  of  Webfter's  brigade.  The  artillery, 
under  Lieutenant  Macleod,  proceeded  along  the  high  road :  The 
dragoons  likewife  could  only  move  in  column  in  the  fame  direc- 
tion, and  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  was  ordered  to  keep  his  regi- 
ment in  referve  till  the  infantry  could  penetrate  through  the  woods  to 
the  open  ground,  near  the  court  houfe,  where  the  country  was  repre- 
fented  to  be  more  favourable  for  the  operations  of  cavalry. 

During  thefe  arrangements  for  the  attack,  the  Britifli  artillery  can- 
nonaded the  enemy's  center  with  confiderable  efFe£l :  Lieutenant 
O'Hara,  a  fpirited  young  officer,  was  unfortunately  killed,  whllil:  di- 
redling  the  three  pounders  before  the  line  was  ready  to  move  on.  The 
troops  were  no  fooner  formed  than  they  marched  forwards  with  fleadi- 
nefs  and  compofure  :  The  order  and  coolnefs  of  that  part  of  Webfler's 
brigade  which  advanced  acrofs  the  open  ground,  expofed  to  the  enemy's 
fire,  cannot  be  fufficlently  extolled  :  The  extremities  were  not  lefs  gal- 
lant, but  were  more  protedled  by  the  woods  in  which  they  moved. 
The  militia  allowed  the  front  line  to  approach  within  one  hundred  and 
fifty  yards  before  they  gave  their  fire  :  The  front  line  continued  to 
move  on  :  The  Americans  fent  back  their  cannon,  and  part  of  them 
repeated  their  fire  :  The  King's  troops  threw  in  their  fire,  and  charged 
rapidly  with  their  bayonets  :  The  (hock  was  not  waited  for  by  the  mi- 
litia, who  retreated  behind  their  fecond  line.  At  this  place  the  aftion 
became  more  fevere.  The  broken  ground  and  the  extent  of  the  enemy's 
front  had  occafioned  the  flanks  to  open  from  the  center ;  upon  which 
Generals  Leflie  and  O'Hara  moved  the  two  battalions  and  the  grena- 
diers of  the  guards  into  line,  when  the  fuperlor  difcipllne  and  bravery 
of  the  King's   troops  again  threw  the  militia   into  confufion.     The 

N  n  thicknefs 
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Chap.  V,  thlcknefs  of  the  woods  where  thefe  conflicts  happened  prevented  the 
cavalry  makmg  a  charge  upon  the  Americans  on  then-  retreat  to  the 
continentals,  and  impeded  the  Britifh  infantry  moving  forwards  in  a 
well- connected  line.  Some  corps  meeting  with  lefs  oppofition  and  em- 
barraffment  than  others,  arrived  fooner  in  prefence  of  the  continentals, 
who  received  them  with  refolution  and  firmnefs. 

At  this  period  the  event  of  the  a£lion  was  doubtful,  and  vl£lory  al-- 
ternately  prefided  over  each  army.  On  the  left  of  the  Britifli  Colonel- 
Webfter  carried  on  the  yagers,  the  light  company  of  the  guards,  and 
the  33d  regiment,  after  two  fevere  ftruggles,  to  the  right  of  the  conti- 
nentals, whofe  fuperiority  of  numbers  and  weight  of  fire  obliged  him 
to  recrofs  a  ravine,  and  take  ground  upon  the  oppofite  bank»  This  ma- 
noeuvre was  planned  with  great  judgement,  and,  being  executed  with 
coolnefs  and  precifion,  gave  Webfter  an  excellent  pofition  till  he  could 
hear  of  the  progrefs  of  the  King's  troops  upon  his  right.  In  the  cen- 
ter the  2d  battalion  of  the  guards,  commanded  by  Lieutenant-colonel 
Stewart,  fupported  by  the  grenadiers,  made  a  fpirited  and  fuccefsful 
attack  on  the  enemy's  fix  pounders,  which  they  took  from  the  Dela- 
ware regiment  ;  but  the  Maryland  brigade,  followed  by  Wafhington's 
cavalry,  moving  upon  them  before  they  could  receive  affiftance,  re- 
took the  cannon,  and  repulfed  (e.)  the  guards  with  great  flaughter. 
The  ground  being  open,  Colonel  Wafhington's  dragoons  killed  Colonel 
Stewart  and  feveral  of  his  men,  and  purfued  the  remainder  into  the 
wood.  General  O'Hara,  though  wounded,  rallied  the  remainder  of 
the  2d  battalion  of  the  guards  to  the  23d  and  71ft  regiments,  who  had 
inclined  from  the  divifions  on  the  right  and  left,  and  were  now  ap- 
proaching the  open  ground.     The  grenadiers,  after  all  their  officers 

(e.)  In  note  A. 
z  were 
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were  wounded,  attached  themfelves  to  the  artillery  and  the  cavalry,  Chap.V. 
who  were  advancing  upon  the  main  road.  At  this  crifis,  the  judicious 
ufe  of  the  three  pounders,  the  firm  countenance  of  the  Britifli  infan- 
try, and  the  appearance  of  the  cavalry,  obliged  the  enemy  to  retreat, 
leaving  their  cannon  and  ammunition  waggons  behind  them.  Colonel 
Webfter  foon  after  connedled  his  corps  with  the  main  body,  and  the 
adion  on  the  (f.)  left  and  in  the  center  was  finifhed. 

Earl  Cornwallis  did  not  think  it  advifable  for  the  Britifh  cavalry  to 
charge  the  enemy,  who  were  retreating  in  good  order,  but  dire£ted 
Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  to  proceed  with  a  fquadron  of  dragoons  to 
the  affiftance  of  Major-general  Leflie  on  the  fg.)  right,  where,  by  the 
conftant  fire  which  was  yet  maintained,  the  affair  feemed  not  to  be  de- ' 
termined.  The  right  wing,  from  the  thicknefs  of  the  woods  and  a 
jealoufy  for  its  flank,  had  imperceptibly  inclined  to  the  right,  by 
which  movement  it  had  a  kind  of  feparate  adtion  after  the  front  line 
of  the  Americans  gave  way,  and  was  now  engaged  with  feveral  bodies 
of  militia  and  riflemen  above  a  mile  dlflant  from  the  center  of  the  Bri- 
tifh army.  The  ift  battalion  of  the  guards,  commanded  by  Lieute-  . 
nant-colonel  Norton,  and  the  regiment  of  Bofe,  under  Major  De  Buy, 
had  their  fhare  of  the  dlflicukies  of  the  day,  and,  owing  to  the  nature 
of  the  light  troops  oppofed  to  them,  could  never  make  any  decifive 
imprelfion  :  As  they  advanced,  the  Americans  gave  ground  in  front, 
and  inclined  to  their  flanks  :  This  fort  of  confiid  had  continued  fome 
time,  when  the  BritiOa  cavalry,  on  their  way  to  join  them,  found  of- 
ficers and  men  of  both  corps  wounded,  and  in  pofleliion  of  the  enemy  : 
The  prifoners  were  quickly  refcued  from  the  hands  of  their  captors, 
and  the  dragoons  reached  General  Leflie  without  delay.     As  foon  as 

(f.)  In  note  A.  (g.)  In  note  A. 
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Chap.  V.  the  Cavalry  arrived,  the  guards  and  the  Heffians  were  dire£led  to  fire  a 
volley  upon  the  largeft  party  of  the  militia,  and,  under  the  cover  of 
the  fmoke,  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  doubled  round  the  right  flank 
of  the  guards,  and  charged  the  Americans  v^^ith  coniiderable  effeft. 
The  enemy  gave  way  on  all  fides,  and  were  routed  with  confufion  and 
lofs.  Thus  ended  a  general,  and,  in  the  main,  a  well- con tefted  ac- 
tion, which  had  lafted  upwards  of  two  hours.  General  Leflie  foon 
afterwards  joined  Earl  Cornwallis,  who  had  advanced  a  (hort  difi:ance 
on  the  Reedy-fork  road,  with  the  23d  and  71  ft  regiments,  to  fupport 
the  other  fquadron  of  the  Britifh  legion,  who  followed  the  rear  of  the 
continentals. 

On  the  part  of  the  Britifh,  (B.)  the  honourable  Lieutenant-colonel 
Stewart,  of  the  guards,  two  lieutenants,  two  enfigns,  thirteen  fer- 
jeants,  and  feventy-five  rank  and  file,  were  killed  :  Brigadier-generals 
O'Hara  and  Howard,  Lieutenant-colonels  Webfter  and  Tarleton,  nine 
captains,  four  lieutenants,  five  enfigns,  two  ftaff^  officers,  fifteen  fer- 
jeants,  five  drummers,  and  three  hundred  and  fixty-uine  rank  and  file, 
were  wounded  ;  and  twenty-five  rank  and  file  were  mifling. 

The  American  (E.)  lofs  amounted  to  a  more  confiderable  number,, 
though  it  was  eventually  of  lefs  importance  j  moft  of  the  militia  having 
returned  to  their  homes,  inftead  of  repairing  to  the  rendezvous  at  Speed- 
well furnace.  The  continentals  had  one  brigadier  general,  one  major), 
nine  captains,  feven  fubalterns,  fourteen  ferjeants,  eight  drums  and  fifes,. 
and  two  hundred  and  ninety  rank  and  file,  killed,  wounded,  and  mif- 
fing. The  Virginia  militia  had  one  brigadier  general,,  eight  captains, 
eighteen  fubalterns,  fifteen  ferjeants,  and  three  hundred  and  fixty-ona 

i,E.)  Note  B.  (E.),  NoteE.. 

4.  rank. 
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rank  and  file  killed,  wounded,  and  miffing.     The  North-Carolina  ml-  Chap.  v. 
litia  had  fix  rank  and  file  killed  ;  one  captain,  one  fubaltern,  and  three 
rank  and  file  wounded  ;  and  two  captains,  two  fubalterns,  and  five 
hundred  and  fifty-two  rank  and  file,  miffing. 

Earl  Cornwallis's  difpofition  of  the  King's  troops  was  judicioufl/ 
adapted  to  the  ground  where  the  adion  commenced,  and  the  gallantry 
and  undaunted  bravery  of  his  officers  and  foldiers  were  confpicuous 
throughout  the  different  and  trying  engagements  of  the  day  ;  but  the 
fuperior  numbers  of  the  enemy,  together  with  the  prefent  fituation  of 
the  royal  army,  far  diftant  from  fupport  or  refource,  and  deficient  in 
fupplies  to  profecute  any  advantage,  undoubtedly  rendered  a  general 
allien  more  defirable  to  the  Americans  than  to  the  Britiffi  :  The  move, 
therefore,  to  Guildford,  produced  one  of  the  mofl  hazardous,  as  well  as 
fevere  battles  that  occurred  during  the  war.  The  poll  occupied  by 
General  Greene  on  this  occafion  was  extremely  well  chofen,-  and  the 
manner  of  forming  his  troops  unexceptionable-  The  reafons-  which 
now  induced  him  not  to  decline  an  engagement  equally  indicated  his 
wifdom  and  his  profeffional  knowledge.  A  defeat  of  the  Britifh  would 
have  been  attended  with  the  total  deftrudion.  of  Earl  Cornwallis's  in- 
fantry, whilft  a  vidory  at  this  jun£lure  could  produce  no  very  decifive 
confequences  againft  the  Americans.  The  ability  of  the  EngUfh  com-- 
mander,  feconded  by  the  vigour  and  refolution  of  his  officers  and  foir 
diers,  with  extreme  difficulty  forced  the  enemy  from  their  pofition, 
and  ia  that  fortunate  exploit  the  Britifh  army  was  crippled,  by  the  qua- 
lity and  number  of  the  officers  and  men  killed  and  wounded.  One  op- 
portunity being  overlooked  by  General  Greene,  towards  the  clofe  of  the 
a6lion,  gave  that  advantage,  which  was  long  doubtful,  to  the  dlfci- 
plined  perfeverance  of  the  King's  troops.  If  one  brigade  of  continen- 
tal,, after  the  repulfe  of  the  id  battalion  and  the  grenadier  company  of 

th& 
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Chap.  V.  the  guards,  had  taken  pofleffion  of,  and  remained  at  the  eminence  .on  the 
edge  of  the  wood,  from  whence  the  three  pounders  afterwards  fired  upoa 
them,  they  would  efFcdually  have  broken  the  left  of  the  center,  and  con- 
tinued the  confufion  of  the  Britifh,  there  being  no  fuppott  immediate- 
ly at  hand,  nor  any  corps  in  referve,  except  the  cavalry,  who  could  not 
flir  a  yard  out  of  the  road,  on  account  of  the  thicknefs  of  the  brufli- 
wood  ;  ^nd  the  guards  being  prelTed  by  the  manoeuvre  and  entangled  in 
difficult  ground,  could  not  have  manifefted  their  adlive  and  perfevering 
courage  by  rallying  and  returning  to  the  charge  ;  By  this  advance  like- 
wife  the  23d  and  yiH  regiments  would  have  been  kept  afunder,  and  the 
33d,  with  the  light  company  of  the  guards,  divided  from  the  center. 
The  fuperior  number,  as  well  as  freflinefs  of  the  continentals,  having 
had  no  march,  and  but  a  flight  engagement,  together  with  the  compa- 
rative ftate  of  the  Britifh,  and  the  evident  advantage  of  the  ground, 
might  have  intimated  and  recommended  the  movement,  which,  if  car- 
ried into  immediate  execution,  would  probably  have  produced  the  mofl 
fatal  efFedl;  but  the  paufe  of  the  Americans,  and  their  voluntary  return 
to  the  ground  where  they  were  originally  formed,  prefented  the  marked 
and  favourable  interval,  of  which  the  Britifh  availed  themfelves,  by 
'  colle£ling  as  large  a  force  as  poffible,  and  pufliing  forwards  their  center. 

To  this  overfight  or  hefitation  of  the  Americans  may  chiefly  be  attri- 
-     buted  a  viftory,  which,  however  fplendid  and  honourable  to  the  general 
and  the  troops,  was  not  ufeful  or  advantageous  to  Great  Britain. 

The  wounded  of  both  armies  were  afTembled  expeditioufly  after  the 
adtion,  and  the  furgeons  were  direfted  to  feparate  the  Britlfli  and  Hef- 
fians,  who  were  feverely  wounded,  from  thofe  who  could  bear  the 
exercife  of  travelling  :  The  former,  to  the  amount  of  feventy,   (h.) 

(h.)  In  note  A. 

with 
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with  feveral  Americans  who  were  in  the  fame  fituation,  were  lodged,   Chap.  V.^ 
under  the  prote£lion  of  a  flag  of  truce,  in  New-garden  meeting  houfe, 
and  other  adjacent  buildings,  whilft  the  latter  were  placed  in  the  beft 
waggons,  or  on  horfeback,  to  attend  the  motions  of  the  King's  troops. 
The  pofition  and  ftrength  of  General  Greene,  at  the  iron  works  on  Earl  Com- 
Troublefome  creek,  about  twelve  miles  diflant  from  Guildford,  did  not  Deep  nveiv 
invite  the  approach  of  the  Britifh  army ;  Earl  Cornwallls,  therefore, 
commenced  his  march  on  the  i8th  for  Deep  river,  in  his  way  to  Crofs 
creek  :    On  this  move  his  lordfhip  diflributed  a  proclamation,  (C.)  in 
which  he  publiflied  an  account  of  his  vidlory,  exhorted  the  loyalifls  to 
join  him,  and  offered  pardon  to  the  Americans  who  had  taken  part  in 
rebellion,  if  they  would  furrender  their  arms  and  ammunition  on  or 
before  the  20th  day  of  April,  and  retire  to  their  homes  to  live  peace- 
ably till  civil  government  was  reflored. 

Some  fupplies  of  flour  and  meal  being  colle<Eled  In  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Bell's  (a.)  mill,  the  royal  forces  again  crofled  Deep  river,  that 
they  might  move  through  a  country  well  fupplied  with  forage,  on  the  And  retires 

towards  Crofs 

road  to  Ramfey's  mill.  On  this  march  the  rear  guard,  which  was  now  creek. 
compofed  of  the  light  infantry  of  the  guards,  the  yagers,  and  the  ca- 
valry, under  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton,  obtained  information  that 
General  Greene  with  his  army  had  reached  Buffaloe  (a)  creek,  to  the 
fouthward  of  Guildford  court  houfe  :  The  day  before  the  King's  troops 
arrived  at  Ramfey's,  the  A^mericans  infulted  the  yagers  in  their  encamp- 
ment:  The  royalifts  remained  a  few  days  at  Ramfey's,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  wounded,  and  to  complete  a  bridge  over  Deep  river,  when  the 
light  troops  of  the  Americans  again  difturbed  the  pickets,  and  the  army 
were  ordered  under  arms.     Before  the  end  of  the  month,  the  Britifh  Gen.  Greene 

foliou's  the 
Britiih. 

(C.)  Note  C.  (a.)  In  note  G.  .  (a.)  In  note  F. 

^  '  crofled 
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Chap.  v.  crofled  the  river,  and  the  fame  day  General  Greene  reached  (b.)  Ram- 
fey's  with  an  intention  to  attack  them.  The  halt  of  the  King's  troops 
at  that  place  nearly  occafioned  an  adion,  which  would  not  proba- 
bly have  been  advantageous  to  the  royal  forces,  on  account  of  the 
badnefs  of  the  pofition,  and  the  difheartening  circumftance  of  their 
being  encumbered  with  fo  many  wounded  officers  and  men  fince  the 
aftion  at  Guildford.  Deep  river,  over  which  the  rear- guard  broke  the 
bridge,  the  want  of  provifions,  (c.)  and  the  defert  country  through 
which  the  King's  troops  now  commenced  their  march,  impeded  the 
immediate  advance  of  General  Greene,  and  Earl  Cornwallis,  without 
Earl  Corn-    any  material  occurrence,  entered  Crofs  creek. 

wallis  arrives 
at  Crofs  creek. 

On  his  arrival,  he  received  a  letter  from  Major  Craig,  who  very 
judicioufly  and  explicitly  pointed  out  the  caufes  which  prevented  his 
opening  the  water  communication  between  that  place  and  Wilming- 
ton.    The  diftance,    the  narrownefs  of  the  river,    the  commanding 
elevation  of  its  banks,  and  the  hoftile  fentiments  of  great  part  of  the 
inhabitants,  rendered  the  defign  imprafticable  (b.)  for  the  corps  under 
his   command.     This  accurate  account  of   the  relative  (ituations  of 
Crofs  creek  and  Wilmington,  which  ouglit  to  have  been  clearly  un- 
derftood  before  the  King's  troops  entered  North  Carolina,  becaufe  the 
mofl  fortunate  or  neceflary  operations  of  a  campaign  may  be  delayed, 
or  counterafted,  or  totally  fruftrated,  by  blindly  trufling  to  a  commu- 
nication that  cannot  be  opened,  was  now  firfl  difplayed  to  the  BritKh 
army,  when  they  were  encumbered  with  fick  and  wounded,  deftitute 
of  many  neceflary  fupplies,  and  in  daily  expeilation  of  receiving  the 
mortifying   intelligence,    that    their   lately  conquered   enemy   would 
make  a  fuccefsful  irruption  into  South  Carolina.     Upon  this  ferious 

(b.)  In  note  F.  (c.)  In  note  F.  (b.)  In  note  G. 

and 
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and  important  difappointment,  refpe6ling  the  navigation  of  the  north-  Cha  r.  V, 
weft  river,  an  inftant  movement  from  Crofs  creek  towards  Camden 
would  have  been  an  advlfable  meafure.  The  comparative  fitiiations  of 
the  British  and  American  armies,  the  ftate  of  South  Carolina,  the  dif- 
mantled  (K.)  condition  of  Charles  town,  and  the  remembrance  of  the 
fecond  objeft  of  the  campaign,  which  was  to  fecure  old  poflcfllons, 
ftrongly  fuggefted  and  recommended  fuch  an  expedition  ;  and  it  niay 
be  deemed  unfortunate  that  {o  eligible  a  plan  was  not  carried  into  exe- 
cution. 

Notwithstanding  the  cruel  perfecution  the  inhabitants  of  Crofs 
creek  had  conftantly  endured  for  their  partiality  to  the  Britifli,  they 
yet  retained  great  zeal  for  the  intereft  of  the  royal  army.  All  the 
flour  and  fpirits  in  the  neighbourhood  were  colledled  and  conveyed  to 
camp,  and  the  wounded  officers  and  foldiers  were  fupplied  with  many 
conveniencies  highly  agreeable  and  refrefliing  to  men  in  their  fituation. 
After  fome  exprefles  were  difpatched  to  Lord  Rawdon,  to  advcrtife 
him  of  the  movements  of  the  Britifli  and  Americans,  and  fome  wag- 
gons were  loaded  with  provihons,  Earl  Cornwallis  refumed  his  march 
for  Wilmington.     On  the  road  fc")  fome   valuable  officers   and  brave  And  moves 

^  ^  ^     ^  toWilming- 

men  died  of  their  wounds,  but  none   more  defervedly  regretted  than  ton. 
Lieutenant-colonel  Webfter,  who  united  all  the  virtues  of  civil  life  to 
the  gallantry  and  profeffional  knowledge  of  a  foldier. 

Though  the  militia  of  the  country  did  not  appear  in  arms,  they 
had  broken  fome  bridges  over  creeks,  to  retard  the  march  of  the  royal 
army :  They  were  repaired  b}^  the  light  troops  as  they  advanced,  and 
the  main    body  foon  reached  a  pofition  facing  Wilmington,  on  the  7th  April. 

(K.)  Note  K.  '  (c.)  la  note  G. 

O  o  north- 
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Chap.  V.  north-vveft  river,  whence  they  were  conveyed  to  it  by  the  affiflance  of 
the  royal  navy.  Major  Craig,  (d.)  fince  his  arrival  in  North  Carolina, 
had  made  himfelf  refpe6table  in  that  quarter  of  the  country,  by  feveral 
fuccefsfal  excurfions  into  the  adjacent  diftrids,  and  by  fortifying  a  bad 
poft  fo  judicioufly,  as  to  render  it  tenable,  and  the  ftores  and  detach- 
ment committed  to  his  care  perfedly  fecure  againft  any  attempt  of 
the  militia.  As  foon  as  the  royal  army  was  quartered  in  and  about  the 
town,  the  officers  commanding  corps  were  requeued  to  lofe  no  time  in 
equipping  their  refpeftive  divifions  with  ample  neceffaries  for  imme- 
diate fervice.  Uakickily  for  many  of  the  troops,  and  for  the  cavalry 
in  particular,  the  fupplies  traufported  from  Charles  town  to  Wilming- 
ton were  inadequate  to  the  deficiencies,  and  few  neceflaries  were  ob- 
tained except  fhoes  for  the  infantry.  In  the  mean  time,  Earl  Corn- 
wallis  prepared  his  public  (i.)  difpatches  for  the  miniller,  and  medi- 
tated the  future  operations  of  his  army. 

The  letters  from  (a,.)  Charles  town,  conveying  the  news  of  a  rein- 
forcement of  three  regiments  from  England  being  deftined  for  the 
fouthward  of  America,  and  giving  accounts  of  the  commander  in 
chief's  having  detached  General  Phillips  from  New  York,  with  a  con- 
fiderable  force  into  the  Chefapeak,  arrived  at  Wilmington,  when  other 
intelligence  equally  interefting  reached  that  place.  Clear  and  pofitive 
information  was  now  received,  that  the  move  towards  the  fhipping  in 
Gen. Greene  Cape- fear   river    had   prompted  General  Greene  to  point  his  courfe 

advances  to- 

wards  South  towards  South  Carolina,  and  that,  after  detaching  Lieutenant-colonel 

CaroHnn. 

Lee  to  aflifl:  General  Marion  in  the  center  of  the  province,  he  had 
prefied   forwards   his   march  with   an   indefatigable  attention,  which 

(d.)  In  note  G4 

(1.)  Which  were  conveyed  to  England  by  Captain  Biodericko. 

(a.)  In  note  H. 

4  foon 
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foon  carrisd  his  mala  body  into  the  neighbourhood  of  Camden.  The  Chap.  V. 
wifdom  and  vigour  of  the  American  operations  not  only  deranged  all 
the  defigns  of  Earl  Cornwallis  at  Wilmington,  but  threatened  fevere 
confequences  to  the  Britifh  forces  in  South  Carolina.  Lord  Rawdon, 
who  commanded  on  the  frontier,  and  who  had  been  induftrioufly  em- 
ployed in  fupprefling  the  infurrecl^lions,  and  oppofing  the  incuifions  of 
Generals  Sumpter  and  Marion,  had  now  an  unexpeded  and  more  for- 
midable enemy  to  contend  with.  On  the  approach  of  General  Greene 
his  lordfliip  might  juftly  apprehend,  unlefs  he  received  tidings  of  Earl 
Cornwallis's  movement  to  South  Carolina,  a  total  defedlon  of  the 
inhabitants,  an  interruption  of  all  communication  with  Charles  town, 
and  the  attack  of  a  continental  army  fuperior  to  his  own  in  numbers. 
Though  the-expreffes  (b.)  from  Crofs  creek  did  not  reach  their  defile 
nation,  Lord  Rawdon  by  fome  other  means  gained  fuch  early  Intel' 
ligence  of  the  approach  of  Greene,  that  he  made  judicious  arrange- 
ments to  counteraft  the  defigns  of  the  enemy,  and  to  advertife  Earl 
Cornwallis  of  his  emharrafled  fituation  at  Camden. 

The  afpe£t  of  public  affairs  at  this  jundufe  prefented  various  (2.) 
and  oppofite  defigns  to  the  noble  earl  at  Wilmington.  Upon  the  dif- 
ferent inveftigations  of  the  fubjeil,  it  was  too  fuccefsfully  defcribed, 
that  the  country  (c.)  between  Cape-fear  river  and  Camden  was  bar- 
ren, and  interfered  with  creeks  and  rivers  ;  that  the  road  to  George 

(b.)  In  note  H. 

(2.  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton,  who  commanded  the  advanced  guard  of  the  army, 
was  confulted  upon  the  feafibiUty  of  moving  the  King's  troops  from  \^  ilmington  to  Soulli 
Carohna,  and  from  Wilmington  to  Virginia  :  He  anfwered,  that  he  thought  either  opera- 
tion pradicable,  and  he  offered,  in  cafe  the  infantry  embarked  for  Charles  town,  to  con- 
duit his  regiment  of  dragoons,  with  the  afliftance  of  one  company  of  mounted  infantry, 
into  South  Carolina. 

(c.)  In  note  Hs 

O  0  2  town 
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Ch.ip.  Y  town  was  replete  with  the  fame  difficulties  ;  that  an  embarkation  for 
Charles  town  was  difgraceful,  and  would  occafion  delay  whllft  the 
txanfports  were  coming  round;  and  that  Virginia  was  more  acceiiible, 
where  General  Phillips  commanded  a  refpedlable  force.  Happy  would 
it  have  been,  as  far  as  general  probability  can  determine,  had  Earl 
Cornwallis.  directed  his  chief  attention  to  the  critical  ftate  of  South. 
Carolina,  and  commenced  his  return  by  any  route  to  fecure  it :  But  it, 
was  reprefented,  that  the  plan  of  carrying  the  war  into  fo  opulent  a 
province  as  Virginia,  would  recall  General  Greene  from  the  iouthward 
as  foon  as  he  had  information  of  Lord  Cornwallis's  defign  ;  and  that, 
his  Lordlhlp  would  have  the  advantage  of  an  early  movement,  to  form: 
a  powerful  army,  by  joining  the  corps  at  Wilmington  to  the  troops, 
under  Major-general  Phillips,  on  the  banks  of  James  river.  This- 
large  fcale  of  operations  coinciduig,  with  Earl  Cornwallis'  prefent. 
views,  he  determined  (I.)  to  make  an  inftant  attempt  upon  Virginia,". 
For  this  purpofe,  orders  were  given  to  the  principal  officers  to  prepare 
their  trobps  as  well  as  they  could  for  a  long  march,  and  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Balfour  was  direfted  to  fend  tranfports  from  Charles  town  to 
Gape-fear  river,  to  be  in  readinefs  to. receive  them,  in  cafe  the  expe- 
dition was  fruftrated. 

At  this  period,  MajorrgeneralLeflie's  health  being  greatly  impaixed. 
by  the  climate,  his  phyficians  advifed  his  return  to  a  colder  latitude, 
than  the  Carolinas  and  Virginia  ;  upon  which  he  prepared  to  embark 
for  New  York  :  Brigadier-general  O'Hara,  by  great  flrength  of  confii- 
tution  and  the  Ikill  of  his  furgeons,  fur  mounted  two  painful  wounds, 
which  he  had  borne  with  fuigular  fortitude,  and  was  reftored  to  the 
command  he  had  filled  with   fuch  diftinguiflied   reputation  :    Many, 

(I.)  Note  I. 
J-  officers 
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officers  and  men  daily  recovered  and  joined  their  regiments  :  Captains   Chap,  v.- 
Lord   Dunglafs   and  Maynard.  of  the  guards  were  unfortunately  at- 
t?.cked  by  fevers,    and  died,    fincerely  lamented   by  their    numerous, 
friends  throughout  the  army. 

Before  the  end  of  April,  Earl  Cornwallis  prepared  to  leave  Wil- 
mington, having  (I)  decided  (L.)  upon  his  plan  of  operation,  and. 
given  his  orders  to  Major  Craig,  to  embark  his  garrifon  and  the  fick' 
for  Charles  town  as  ioou  as  he  heard  that  the  King's  troops  had  palled, 
the  Roanoke.     A  corps  of  about  one  thouland  iix  hundred  men,  con- Earl  Corn«.- 

.  .  wallis 

iiQujg  of  a  detachment  of  royal  artillery,,  with  four  pieces  of  cannon,  marches  to- 
wards the 
the  brigade  of  guards,  the  23d,   the  33d,  the  fecond  battalion  of  theRoanoke. . 

yiit,  the  regiment  of  Bofe,  a  company  of  pioneers,  the  Britifti  legion, 
and  the  82d  and  Hamilton's  light  companies,   received  orders  to  be  ia- 
readinefs   to    march   as  foon  as    the  qnarter-mafler-general's  waggons 
were  loaded  with  an  ample  fupply  of  rum,. fait,  and  flour.     This  being 
ably  and  expeditioufly  completed  under  the  infpedlion  of  Major  Eng- 
land,    deputy,  quarter- mafler   general.     Lieutenant-colonel   Tarleton, 
with  the  advanced  guard,  was  dlrefted  to  feize  as  many  boats  as  poffi- 
ble  on  the  north-eaft  branch  of  Cape-fear  river,  and   colle(5l  them  at  a  . 
place  about  fiiteen  .  miles  above   Wilmington.     Some  boats   were   fe — 
cured,  and  Captain  Ingles.,  of  the  royal  navy,  difpatched  others  from' 
the  King's  ihips,  to  protect   and   expedite   the  pafl'age  of  the  army. 
The  advanced  guard,  croffed   without  lofs  of  time,  .  and  took  poft  on' 
the  oppofite  bank,  till  the  (lores,  waggons,  cannon,   and  troops,  were> 
brought    over.     As    many   rivers   and   creeks    interfered   the   country- 
between  this  place  and  Virginia,  it  was   thought  expedient  to  mount- 
two  boats  upon   carriages,  which  could  proceed  with  the  army,  ani 
might  facilitate  the  pafiage  of  any  waters.  ,< 

(I.)  Note  I.  (L.)  Note  L,  , 

The.. 
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Chap.  V.  The  King's  troops  moved  for  a  few  days  without  any,  obftacles  on 
their  route,  and  almoft  without  any  intelligence.  In  the  neighbour-* 
hood  of  the  river  Nufe  reports  were  brought  to  Earl  Cornwallis,  that 
General  Phillips  had  proceeded  as  high  as  Richmond  on  the  James 
river,  and  other  rumours  faid,  that  he  had  embarked  and  failed  from 
Virginia.  This  mortifying  news  was  not  alleviated  by  any  favourable 
incidents  on  the  march.  The  middle  and  eaftern  diftri£ls  of  North 
Carolina  were  found  more  barren  than  they  were  defcribed,  and  much 
affiftance  of  provifions  to  fave  the  flock  upon  the  waggons  could  not  be 
taken  or  bought  from  the  inhabitants.  At  this  period  Earl  Cornwallis 
thought  proper  to  advance  his  light  troops,  as  well  to  order  the  mills 
to  grind  under  pain  of  military  execution,  as  to  procure  intelligence  of 
the  mofl:  convenient  place  to  pafs  the  Roanoke,  and  the  fituation  of  the 
Britifh  troops  in  Virginia,  * 

In  the  beginning  of  May,  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton,  with  one 
hundred  and  eighty  dragoons,  and  the  light  companies  of  the  82d  and 
of  Hamilton's  North-Carolina  regiment,  both  mounted  on  horfes,  ad- 
vanced in  front  of  the  army,  croffed  the  Nahunta  and  Coteckney 
creeks,  and  foon  reached  the  Tarr  river.  On  his  route  he  ordered  the 
inhabitants  to  colleft  great  quantities  of  provifions  for  the  King's  troops 
whofe  numbers  he  magnified  in  order  to  awe  the  militia,  and  fecure  a 
retreat  for  his  detachment j  in  cafe  the  Roanoke  could  not  be  pafled. 
When  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  had  proceeded  over  the  Tarr,  he  re* 
ceived  inftruftions,  (M.)  if  the  country  beyond  that  river  could  afford  a 
tolerable  fupply  of  flour  and  meal  for  the  army,  to  make  every  poffible 
effort  to  procure  information  of  General  Phillips  :  Upon  finding  the 
diflrids  more  fruitful  as  he  advanced,  he  determined,  by  a  rapid  march, 

(M.)  Note  M. 

to 
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to  make  an  attempt  upon  Halifax,  where  the  militia  were  affembling,   Chap.  V. 
and  by  that  meafure  open  a  paffage  acrofs  the  Roanoke,  for  fome  of 
the  emiflaries,  who  had  been  difpatched  into  Virginia,  to  return  to  the 
King's  troops  in  North  Carolina. 

On  this  move  the  Americans  at  Swift  creek,  and  afterwards  at  Fifli- 
ing  creek,  attempted  to  flop  the  progrefs  of  the  advanced  guard  ;  but 
their  efforts  were  baffled,  and  they  were  difperfed  with  fome  lofs. 
The  Britifh  took  the  (horteft  road  to  Halifax,  to  prevent  the  militia  re- 
ceiving reinforcements,  and  recovering  from  the  confternation  probably 
difFufed  throughout  that  place  by  the  fugitives  from  the  creeks.  The 
event  anfw^red  the  expeftation  :  The  Americans  were  charged  and  de-  Skirmifh  at 

Halifax, 

feated  in  detached  parties,  in  the  environs  and  in  the  town,  before  they 
had  fettled  any  regular  plan  of  operation  :  The  ground  about  half  a 
mile  in  front  of  Halifax  afforded  a  flrong  pofition,  of  which  they  did 
not  avail  themfelves  ;  but  they  were  furprifed  whilfl  affembling  on  the 
wrong  fide  of  the  bridge  over  a  deep  ravine,  and  were  routed  with  con"- 
fufion  and  lofs  :  The  only  ufeful  expedient  which  they  had  adopted  was 
the  fecuring  a  number  of  the  boats  belonging  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
place  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river,  where  a  party  began  to  intrench 
themfelves,  and  from  whence  they  fired  upon  the  Britifh  when  they- 
approached  the  bank:  This  circumftance,  however,  could  only  be  a 
temporary  inconvenience  to  the  King's  troops,  becaufe  the  Americans 
would  be  obliged  to  abandon  that  pofl  on  the  arrival  of  the  cannon, . 
the  eminence  on. the  fide  of  Halifax  fo  p.erfedlly  commanded  the  oppo- 
fite  ftiore. 

The  damage  fuftained  by  the  light  troops  in  taking  pofiTeffion  of 
Halifax  amounted  only  to  three  men  wounded,  and  a  few  horfes  killed 
and  wounded..    Some  ftores  of  continental  cloathing  and  other  fupplies 
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-Chap.Y.  were  found  in  the  place.  Without  lofs  of  time,  guards  were  placed 
on  all  the  avenues  to  the  pofl,  and  fpies  were  difpatched  over  the  river 
jibove  and  below  the  town,  to  gdin  intelligence  of  General  Phillips. 
Thefe  precautions  and  neceflary  proceedings  were  fpeedily  completed, 
owing  to  the  afliftance  of  Lieutenant-colonel  Hamilton,  who  had  for- 
merly been  connefted  with  that  quarter  of  North  Carolina,  and  was 
a  volunteer  on  this  expedition.  A  report  was  afterwards  difpatched  to 
Earl  Cornwallis^  defcribing  the  fituatiou  of  the  enemy  on  the  oppofite 
bank  of  the  river,  and  the  accounts  from  Virginia,  which  were  yet 
dark  and  perplexing.  In  his  letter,  Tarleton  requefted  that  the  light 
company  of  the  guards  might  be  detached  on  horfeback  to  affifl:  him  in 
the  defence  of  his  prefent  poft,  till  he  could  procure  authentic  informa- 
tion from  James  river,  as  it  was  rather  hazardous  for  a  corps  of  light 
dragoons,  without  carbines,  and  fixty  infantry,  to  remain  on  the  fame 
ground  many  days  and  nights,  near  fifty  miles  from  the  army,  in  a  po- 
pulous and  hofllle  country.  This  requeft  was  not  in  any  refpe£l  com- 
plied with  :  It  was  anfwered,  that  the  body  of  the  King's  troops  could 
not  advance  beyond  Vivaret's  (a.)  mill,  before  favourable  news  was  ob- 
tained of  General  Phillips  ;  that  the  light  company  of  the  guards 
could  not  proceed  for  want  pf  horfes  ;  but  that  Tarleton  might  flay  a 
few  days  at  Halifax,  if  he  thought  it  fafe,  in  order  to  acquire  intelli- 
gence from  the  northward. 

As  the  rumours  from  Virginia  at  this  period  were  obfcure,  and  the 
accounts  of  Lord  Rawdon's  having  beat  General  Greene  were  confi- 
dently (a.)  reported,  and  daily  confirmed,  (b.)  Lieutenant-colonel 
Tarleton  deemed  it  probable  that  Earl  Cornwallis  would  forego  the  ex- 
pedition towards  James  river,  and  return  upon  the  back  of  Greene  to 

(a.)  In  note  M.  (a.)  In  note  N.  (b.)  In  note  M, 

the 
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the  frontier  of  South  Carolina.  To  wait  the  event  of  intelligence  or  Chap.  V, 
orders  with  greater  fecurity,  he  changed  his  ground,  by  leaving  Ha- 
lifax under  the  infpeftlon  of  an  advanced  picket  during  the  day,  and  he 
took  a  pofition  with  his  corps  behind  the  ravine  half  a  mile  from  the 
town.  In  this  fituation  he  earneftly  watched  every  path  and  road  to  his 
camp,  and  ufed  efforts  to  colletfl  and  fecure  a  number  of  boats  fome 
diftance  below  the  town  :  In  this  latter  employment  he  was  greatly 
aflifted  by  fome  refugees  and  negroes  ;  and  his  fufpenfe  concerning 
General  PhilHps  was  alleviated  by  the  appearance  of  fome  friends  and 
emiffaries  from  Virginia,  who  brought  information  that  the  Britifh 
troops  had  not  quitted  James  river,  but  were  at  or  near  Cabbin  point. 
This  news  was  immediately  communicated  to  Earl  Cornwallis  by  ex- 
prefs,  who  inftantly  forwarded  the  light  company  (b.)  of  the  guards, 
with  fome  pioneers,  and  a  piece  of  cannon. 

Before  the  light  company  of  the  guards,  and  Lieutenant  Suther- 
land, of  the  engineers,  who  was  with  them,  arrived  at  Halifax,  the 
militia  evacuated  the  intrenchments  they  had  thrown  up  on  the  oppo- 
lite  bank  :  Previous  to  their  quitting  the  river,  they  damaged  or  fcut- 
tled  the  batteaXix  within  their  power,  which  were,  however,  foon  re- 
paired by  the  carpenters  of  the  town  and  the  pioneers  of  the  army. 
In  lorder  to  fecure  the  boats  and  the  paflage.  Lieutenant  Sutherland 
coniflruQ:6d  a  fmall  work'beyond  the  river,  which'  was  garrifoned  by 
a  company  of  light  infantry  till  the  army,  arrived. 

As  foon  as  Earl  Corntvallis  reached  me  Roanoke,  he  ordered  Lieu- 
ienant-colonel  Tarleton  to  crofs  it  with  the  cavalry  and  two  com- 

(b.)  In  note  N- 

P  p  panics 
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Chap.  V.  panies  of  mounted  Infantry,  to  explore  the  country  and  find  out  the 
convenient  places  for  paffing  the  rivers  Meherrin  and  Nottoway, 
which  lay  between  his  army  and  Peterfburg,  the  place  of  rendezvous 
propofed  in  his  lordfliip's  letters  to  General  Piaillips.  The  light  troops 
had  not  proceeded  above  four  miles  beyond  the  Roanoke,  when  his 
lordfhip,  attended  by  fix  dragoons  of  his  guard,  overtook  them,  and 
halted  their  march.  On  the  arrival  of  fome  country  people^  Earl 
Cornwallis  dirediled  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarletoa  to  difmount  his  dra*- 
goons  and  mounted  infantry,  and  to  form  them  into  a  rank  entire,  for 
the  convenient  infpe£tion  of  the  inhabitants,  and  to  facilitate  the  dif? 
covery  of  the  villains  who  had  committed  atrocious  outrages  the  pre? 
ceding  evening.  A  ferjeant  and  one  private  dragoon  were  pointed  outj 
and  accufed  of  rape  and  robbery:  They  were  conduced  to  Halifax, 
where  they  were  condemned  to  death  by  martial  law.  The  immediate 
inflidllon  of  the  fentence  exhibited  to  the  army  and  manifefted  to  tha 
country  the  difcipline  and  juftice  of  the  Britifh  general* 

The  light  troops  reached  and  paffed  the  river  Meherren  at  Armftead's 
bridge  on  the  14th  of  May  :  The  next  day  they  proceeded  to  the  Not*- 
toway,  which  they  found  Lieutenant-colonel  Simcoe  had  croffed  higher 
up,  on  his  march  towards  Earl  Cornwallis,  who,  in  the  mean  time, 
had  arrived  at  Jones'  houfe  to  the  northward  of  the  Roanoke.  The 
light  troops  of  the  two  corps  having  removed  all  impediments  between 
their  refpe£live  armies,  and  difcovered  fords  in  lieu  of  bridges,  which, 
the  Americans  had  deflroyed,  BrigJidier-general  Arnold,  who  had  for  a 
few  days  commanded  the  King's  troops  in  Virginia,  with  an  efcort  left 
his  own  camp  to  meet  Earl  Cornwallis. 

Major-general  Phillips,  equally  beloved  and  refpe£ted  for  his 
virtues    and  his   military  talents,  died  at  Peterfburg  a  fliort  period 

before 
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before  the  jundHon  of  the  royal  forces.     Some  information  having   Chap.  V. 

reached  Earl  Cornwallis,  after  he  paffed  the  Roanoke,  relative  to  the 

union  of  a  great  reinforcement,  deflined  for  the  American  army  under 

the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  he  prefled  (O.)  forwards  his  march  with 

great  diligence,  left  the  enemy  (hould  attempt  any  thing  againft  the 

Britilh  at  Peterfburg  before  his  arrival :  No  movement  was  made  by 

the  Americans  in  the  abfence  of  Brigadier-general  Arnold  ;  and  Earl  Earl  Com- 

,    .  ,  .  ,  ...  _,  .     .      ,  ,  ,    walls  unites 

Cornwallis  joined  his  own  corps  to  that  which  was  Phillips  ,  and  took  the  royal  ar- 
mies at  Pe- 
the  diredlion  of  all  the  King's  troops  in  Virginia  foon  after  the  middle  terfburgh. 

of  May. 

The  force  recently  employed  on  James  (P.)  river,  and  now  added 
by  Earl  Cornwallis  to  his  Carolina  army,  confifted  of  a  refpedlable  de- 
tachment of  royal  artillery,  two  battalions  of  light  infantry,  the  76th 
and  8oth  Briti(h  regiments,  the  Heflian  regiment  of  Prince  Heredi- 
taire,  Lieutenant-colonel  SImcoe's  corps  of  cavalry  and  infantry,  com- 
monly called  the  Queen's  rangers,  one  hundred  yagers,  and  Arnold's 
American  legion  ;  befides  the  garrifon  of  Portfmouth  on  Ellzabetli 
river.  This  combination,  which  had  coft  Earl  Cornwallis  fo  much 
toil  and  folicitude,  was  fcarcely  completed,  when  he  received  Lord 
Rawdon's  report  of  the  advantage  obtained  over  General  Greene  before 
Camden.  This  favourable  circumftance,  and  the  account  of  three 
Britifh  regiments  having  failed  from  Cork  for  Charles  town,  eafed  his 
anxiety  for  South  Carolina,  and  gave  him  brilliant  hopes  of  a  glorious 
campaign  in  tbofe  parts  of  America  where  he  commanded. 

Immediate  meafures  (Q.)  being  adopted  by  Earl  Cornwallis  to 
inform  Sir  Henry  Clinton  of  his  arrival  at  Peterfburg,  and  to  notify 

(O.)  Note  O.  (P.)  Note  P.  (Q.)  Note  Q. 

P  p  2  te 
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Chap.  v.  to  the  garrifoiis  of  Charles  town  and  .Wilmington,  ^thnt.nj?  additional 
tranfports  would  be  wanted  in  Cape-fear  river  ;  his  lordfliip  proceeded  to 
learn  the  flate  of  the  enemy  and  the  country,  and  to  form  arrange- 
ments, previous  to  his  entering  upon  active  operations.  The  light 
troops  and  fpies  were  direfted  to  find  out  the  fitaation  and  ftrengtb  of 
the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  :  A  patrole  under  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarle- 
ton  being  pufhed  to  Warwick  court  houfe,  fell  in  with  a  party  of  four 
hundred  militia  in  that  neighbourhood,  who  were  routed  with  great 
lofs  to  the  Americans,  and  a  trifling  detriment  to  the  Britifli,  the  for- 
mer being  furprifed,  and  the  latter  confidcrably  Ihielded  by  a  heavy  fall 
of  rain,  which  prevented  the  militia  from  ufuig  their  fire  arms:  Fifty 
Americans  were  conduced  to  Peterfburg  :  From  the  prifoners  and  by 
emiflaries  it  was  clearly  difcovered  that  about  one  thoufand  continental 
troops  were  pofted  between  Wiltown  and  Richmond,  waiting  the  junc- 
tion of  General  Wayne  with  the  Pennfylvania  line,  and  the  expeded 
reinforcements  of  militia. 

About  this  time  the  arrival  of  a  reinforcement  (S.)  from  New  York 
for  the  Chefapeak  army  was  announced  to  Earl  Cornwallis  :  The  com- 
mander in  chief  had,  difpatched  General  Leflie,  whofe  health  had  be- 
nefited by  the  fea  air  on  the  late  voyage,  and  who  was  always  zealous 
for  the  public  fervice,  with  the  17th  and  43d  Britifh  regiments,  and 
rvvo  battalions  of  Anfpach,  into  Virginia,  upon  receiving  news  of  the 
march  from  Wilmington.  This  addition  of  force  prompted  Earl  Corn- 
wallis to  accelerate  the  meafures  for  paffing  James  river  :  A  movement 
of  the  King's  troops  from  Peterfburg  towards  the  frigates,  armed  vef- 
fels,  and  boats,  would  fave  time  both  to  the  navy  and  army,  would 
prevent  the  Americans  giving  oppofition,  and  would  facilitate  the  junc- 

(S.)  Note  S, 

I  tion 
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tlon  of  any  part  of  the  troops  lately  arrived  from  New  York  :  Accord-  Chap.  V. 
ingly  the  royal  forces  marched  to  Mead's  houfe,  oppofite  to  Colonel 
Byrd's,  at  Weftover.  The  paflage  of  the  river  at  that  place  afforded 
an  eafy  entrance  into  a  fertile  quarter  of  Virginia,  and  enabled  the 
Britifh  to  profecute  luch  operations  againfl  the  Americans  as  future  cir- 
cumftances  fhould  render  eligible. 

Some  boats  which  had  been  conftruiled  under  the  infpeflion  of  Briga- 
dier-general Arnold,  for  the  convenience  of  the  royal  forces  on  their  ar- 
rival at  Portfmouth,  were  of  great  utility  on  the  prefent  occafion.  The 
channel  of  the  ferry,  at  which  the  infantry,  the  cavalry,  the  artillery,  The  Bmiih 
the  bat  horfes,  the  baggage,  and  the  waggons,  were  to  crofs,  exceeded  ver  at  Weft- 
two  miles  ;  but  fuch  were  the  exertions  of  the  detachment  of  failors, 
under  the  orders  of  Captains  Aplin  and  Dundafs,  that  the  paflage  was 
completed  in  lefs  than  three  days.  Lieutenant-colonel  Simcoe,  with 
the  Queen's  rangers,  and  the  yagers,  firfl:  arrived  at  Weftover :  Great 
part  of  the  infantry  and  cannon,  and  all  the  baggage,  followed  that 
divifion  :  The  legion  cavalry  (R.)  and  feme  mounted  infantry,  who 
had >  been  pofted  five  miles  from  Mead's,  on  the  Peterfburg  road,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  embarkation,  were  now  directed  to  move 
through  the  brigade  of  guards,  who  covered  the  rear,  and  on  their 
landing  at  the  oppolite  fhore,  to  march  towards  Turkey  ifland. 

DtiRiN'G  the  paflage  of  the  troops.  Earl  Cornwallis  directed  the 
43d  regiment,  who  were  part  of  the  late  reinforcement,  to  join  the 
army  ;  and  he  defired  Major-general  Leflie,  to  proceed  with  the  17th, 
and  two  battalions  of  Anfpach,  to  Portfmouth,  in  order  to  take  the 
command  of  that  pofl:.      Brigadier-general  Arnold  obtained  leave  to 

(R.)  Note  R. 

return 
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Chap.  V,  return  to  New  York,  where  bufiiiefs  of  confequence  demanded  his 
attendance.  As  foon  as  the  "guards  and  43d  regiment  reached  Weft- 
over,  the  main  body  followed  the  advanced  guard  to  Turkey  ifland, 
and  on  the  27th  of  May  encamped  near  White-oak  fwamp.  Informa- 
tion was  ^obtained  at  this  place,  that  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  had 
abandoned  Richmond,  and  croffed  the  Chickahomany.  The  royal 
army  pointed  their  courfe  towards  Bottom  bridge,  on  that  river,  and 
The  Marquis  j-hg  Americans  moved  with  celerity  acrofs  the  South  and  North  Anna. 

de  la  Fayette 
croiFes  the 
South  and 

Noith  Anna,  j^  pEw  days  afterwards,  'X.ieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  being  direfted 
to  afcertain  with  his  cavalry  the  fituation  of  the  continentals,  he  ad- 
vanced to  their  camp  near  Mattapony  river,  drove  in  their  pickets,  and 
made  them  ftand  to  their  arms.  Whilft  in  this  fituation,  a  patrole, 
which  had  been  fent  towards  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  conduced  an  ex- 
prefs  and  his  difpatches  to  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton.  Amongft 
other  papers  of  confequence  from  the  Marqus  de  la  Fayette  to  Gene- 
rals Greene,  Steuben,  &c.  one  letter,  addrefled  to  Mr.  JefFerfon,  the 
governor  of  Virginia,  was  particularly  flriking  :  After  exhorting  that 
gentleman  to  turn  out  the  militia,  he  prophetically  declared,  that  the 
Britifh  fuccefs  in  Virginia  refembled  the  French  invafion  and  poffeffion 
of  Hanover  in  the  preceding  war,  and  was  likely  to  have  limilar  con- 
fequences,  if  the  government  and  the  country  would  exert  themfelves 
at  the  prefent  jundture.  The  light  troops  having  efFe£led  their  orders, 
retired  gradually  from  the  prefence  of  their  enemy,  and  with  a  few 
prifoners  returned  to  the  royal  encampment  near  the  North  Anna. 

At  this  period,  the  fuperiority  of  the  army,  and  the  great  fuperio- 
rity  of  the  light  troops,  were  fuch  as  to  have  enabled  the  Britifli  to 
traverfe  the  country  without  apprehenfion  or  difficulty,  either  to  de- 
ftroy  {lores  and  tobacco  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  rivers,    or  to 

undertake 
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undertake  more  important  expeditions.  While  the  main  body  was  in  Chap.  V. 
Hanover  countjj,  and  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  lay  between  them 
and  Frederickiburg,  Earl  Cornwallls  had  cleAr  intelligence  of  the 
meeting  of  the  governor  and  aflembly  at  Charlotteville,  under  the  pro- 
tection of  a  guard,  in  order  to  vote  taxes  for  the  exigencies  of  govern- 
ment, to  concert  meafures  for  the  augmentation  of  the  eighteen- 
months  men,  or  ftate  troops,  and  to  iflue  commands  for  a  large  draft 
©f  militia.  At  the  fame  time  he  obtained  information,  that  Baron  Steu- 
ben was  gone  to  .Poiat  of  Fork,  whiqh  is  fituated  at  the  extremity  of 
James  river, ,  between  the  Fluvanna  and  Rivanna,  with  the  eighteen- 
months  men,  to  cover  a  continental  ftore,  confifting'  of  cannon,  fma-ll 
arms,  and  accoutrements.  To  fruftrate.thefe  intentions,  and  to  dif- 
trefs  the  Americans,  by  breaking  up  the  aflembly  at  Charlotteville, 
and  by  taking,  or  deftroying  the  arms  and  other  ftores  at  Point  of  Fork, 
his  Lordfliip  employed Xieutenaut-colonel  (a.)  Tarleton  on  the.form&r 
expedition,   as    mofl  diftant,,  and.  on   that  account  more   within   the  Earl  Com- 

wallis  fends 

reach  of  cavalry^  whilft  he  committed  the  latter  enterprize  to  the  exe-  detachments 

to  deftroy 

cution  of  Lifiutenant-.coionel  Simcoe,  (b.)  with  the  yagers,  the  infan-  ftores. 
try,  and  the  huflars^  of  the  rangers.  It  was  defigned  that  thefe  blows 
Ihould,.  as  near  as  circumftances  would. permit,,  be.  ftruck  at  the  fame 
moment,;  that  Tarleton,  after  completing  his  bufinefs,  fhould  retire 
down  the  Rivanna,  to  give  afliflance  to  Simcoe,  if  he  failed  in  his  firft 
attempt,  and  that  both  Ihould  afterwards  join  the  army,  which  would 
in  the  mean  time  file  to  the  left,  through  Goochland  county,  and  ap- 
proach the  Point  of  Fork,., 

LiEUTENANT-coLONEL  Tarleton,    with  one  hundred  and  eighty 
dragoons,  fuppprted  by  Captain  Champagne  of  the  2^d  regiment,  and  , 

(a.)  In  note  W.  (b.)  In  note  .W.  . 

z  r  feventy 
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Chap.  V.   feventj  mounted  infantry,  left  the  army  in  the  beginning  of  June, 
and  proceeded  between  the  North  and  South  Anna.  .  The  heat  of  the 
weather  obliged  him  to  refrefli  his  men  and  horfes  in   the  middle  of 
the  day  :  He  prefled  forwards  in  the  afternoon,  halted  at  eleven  near 
Louifa  court   houfe,  and   remained   on  a  plentiful  plantation   till  two 
o'clock  in  .the  morning,  at  which  time  he  again  relumed  his  march. 
Before  dawn  he  fell  in  with  twelve  waggons  that  were  on  their  jour- 
.ney,  under  a  weak  guard,  from  the  upper  parts  ot  Virginia  and  Mary- 
land,   with    arms   and  clothing   for  the    continental   troops  in   South 
■  Carolina.     The  waggons  and  Itores  were   burnt,  that  no  time  might 
.be  lofl:,  or  diminution  of  force  made,  by  giving  them  an  efooi-t.     Soon 
.after  daybreak,  fome  of  the  principal  gentlemen  of  Virginia,  who  had 
fled  to  the  borders  of  the  mountains  for  fecurity,   were  taken  out  of 
•  their  beds  :    Part  were   paroled,    and   left   vi^ith   their   families,  while 
others,  who  were  fufpeded  to  be  more  hoflile  in  their  fentiments,  were 
carried  off.     In  the  neighbourhood  of  Dr.  Walker's,  a  member  of  the 
'Continenal  Congrefs  was  made  prifoner,  and  the  Britifli  light  troops, 
after  a  halt  of  half  an  hour  to  refrefh  the  horfes,  moved  on  towards 
Chariot teville.     Various  were  the  accounts  on   the  road   concerning 
this    place,  and  the  force  it  contained.     Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton 
imagined,  that  a  march  of  feventy  miles  in  twenty-four  hours,  with 
the  caution  he  had  ufed,  might,  perhaps,  give  him  the  advantage  of 
a  furprife,  and  concluded,  that  an  additional  celerity  to  the  obje£l  of 
his  deftination  would  undoubtedlyprevent  a  formidable  refiftance  :  He 
therefore  approached  the  Rivanna,  which  runs  at  the  foot  of  the  hill 
on  which  the  town  is  fituated,  with  all  poffible  expedition.     The  ad- 
vanced dragoons  reported,  that  the  ford  was  guarded  ;  an  attack  was 
neverthelefs  ordered  ;  the  cavalry  charged  through  the  water  with  very 
little  lofs,  and  routed  the  detachment  ported  at  that  place. 

As 
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As  foon  as  one  hundred  cavalry  had  paffed  the  water,  Lieutenant-  Chap,  v, 
colonel  Tarleton  diredled  them  to  charge  into  the  town,  to  continue 
the  confufion  of  the  Americans,  and  to  apprehend,  if  poffible,  the 
governor  and  aflembly.  Seven  members  of  aflembly  were  fecured  : 
A  Brigadier-general  Scott,  and  feveral  officers  and  men,  were  killed, 
wounded,  or  taken.  The  attempt  to  fecure  Mr.  JefFerfon  was  ineffec- 
tual ;  he  difcovered  the  Britifli  dragoons  from  his  houfe,  which  ilands 
on  the  point  of  a  mountain,  before  they  could  approach  him,  and  he 
provided  for  his  perfonal  liberty  by  a  precipitate  retreat.  A  great 
quantity  of  ftores  were  found  in  Charlotteville  and  the  neighbourhood  j 
one  thoufand  new  firelocks  that  had  been  manufactured  at  Frede- 
rickfburg  were  broken  :  Upwards  of  four  hundred  barrels  of  powder 
were  deftroyed  :  Several  hogsheads  of  tobacco,  and  fome  continental 
clothing  and  accoutrements,  fhared  the  fame  fate.  The  next  morning 
the  Britifli  were  joined  by  about  twenty  men,  who  being  foldiers  of 
the  Saratoga  army,  had  been  difperfed  throughout  the  diftrid,  and 
allowed  to  work  in  the  vicinity  of  the  barracks,  where  they  had  been 
originally  imprifoned.  Many  more  would  probably  have  joined  their 
countrymen,  if  Lieutenant- colonel  Tarleton  had  been  at  liberty  to 
remain  at  Charlotteville  a  few  days  ;  but  his  duty  pointed  out  the  pro- 
priety of  returning  the  fame  afternoon,  with  his  corps  and  the  pri- 
foners,  down  the  Rivanna,  towards  the  Point  of  Fork. 

The  gentlemen  taken  on  this  expedition  were  treated  with  kindnefs 
and  liberality.  In  different  converfations  with  Lieutenant-colonel 
Tarleton,  on  the  ftate  of  public  affairs,  they  generally  and  feparately 
avowed,  that  if  England  could  prevent  the  intended  co-operation  of  the 
French  fleet  and  army  with  the  American  forces  during  the  enfuing 
autumn,  both  Congrefs  and  the  country  would  gladly  difTolve  the 
French  alliaace,    and  enter   into    treaty  with  Great   Britain.     Thefc 

Qq  fentiment5> 
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Chap.  V,  fentlmeiits  were  commuulcated  to  Earl  Cornwallls,  who,  doubtlefs, 
made  them  known  to  the  commander  in  chief,  for  the  information  of 

-the  admiral  in  the  Weft  Indies,  and  the  minifter  in  England.  The 
captives  of  diftin£lion,  both  civil  and  military,  were  reftrained  by  their 
promife  not  to  quit  the  camps   or  line   of  march   of  the  light  troops 

.till  they  joined  the  army,  which  they  faithfully  compHed  with;  but 
the  lower  clafs  were  fecured  as  prifoners  of  war. 

In  the  mean  time,  Lieutenant-colonel  Simcoe  executed  the  plan 
^committed  to  his  diredion  with  great  zeal  and  indefatigable  attention. 
.Baron  Steuben  did  not  wait  the  attack  of  the  King's  troops,  but  aban- 
doning Point  of  Fork  on  their  approach,  loft  part  of  his  rear  guard  in 
retreating  from  that  place.  The  Britifli  found  in  the  magazine  feveral 
brafs  mortars  and  cannon,  an  immenfe  quantity  of  fmall  arms  under 
repair,  and  other  valuable  mihtary  ftores.  If  the  diftance  would  have 
allowed  Lieutenant-colonel  Simcoe  to  fend  a  fmall  party  of  huflars  to 
-inform  the  corps  at  Charlotteville  of  the  flight  of  the  Americansij 
Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  might  have  been  in  time  to  harafs  Baron 
Steuben's  progrefs,  whilft  Lieutenant-colonel  Simcoexould  have  prefled 
him  in  the  rear  ;  and  a  combination  of  this  fort  would  in  all  probabi- 
lity have  ruined  that  body  of  new  levies  :  But  the  diftance  of  thirty- 
iive  miles  in  an  enemy's  country,  and  the  uncertainty  of  Tarleton's 
fuccefs,  perhaps  reprefented.fuch  a  co-operation  as  too  fpeculative  and 
precarious. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  the  main  body  at  JefFerfoh's  plantation,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Point  of  Fork,  Earl  Cornwallis  gave  diredions  for 
carriages  to  be  provided  for  the  conveyance  of  the  brafs  artillery  and 
Other  ftores,  captured  at  Point  of  Fork.  The  prifoners.  of  note  brought 
down  the  country  were,  in  general,  difmifl'ed,  on  giving  their  paroles. 
I  Imme- 
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Rnmediately   afterwards,    the   76th   regiment,    commanded  by  Major  Chap.V.. 
Needham,  were  attached  to  the  Britllh  legion,  who  were  diredled  tO' 
fiipply  them  with  horfes  for  an  expediton.     This  bufinefs  was  ahnoft 
completed,  when  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  received  a  copy  of  his 
inftnidions,  (T.)  which  guided  his  march  firft  to  Albemarle  court 
houfe,  to  deftroy  the  magazine  at  that  place,  and  from  thence  acrofs 
the  Fluvanna,  to  attempt  General   Steuben  :  It   was  ftrongly  recom- 
mended  to  defeat  and  difperfe  his  corps,  as  they  were  the  foundation 
of  a  large  body  of  eighteen-months  men,  lately  voted  by  the  province,- 
Tarleton  was  likewife  enjoined  to  do  his  utmoft  to  intercept  any  light 
troops  that  might  be  on  their  way  from  South  Carolina,  and  to  deftroy 
all  the  ftores  and  provifions  between  the  Dan  and  Fluvanna,  that  the 
continental   armies    might  receive    no  afliftance  from    fuch    fupplies.  ' 
Thefe   fervices  being  performed,  the   Britifh  light  troops  were  to  re-- 
turn,  with   all  (a.)   their  prifoners,  both  civil   and   military,  to  Man-- 
chefler,  where  boats  would  be  in  readinefs  to  receive  and  convey  thera 
to  the  royal  army  at  Richmond.     Before  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton 
left   his  camp  to  proceed  upon  this   enterprize,  reports  reached  head 
quarters,  that   the  ftores  were  removed  from   Albemarle  court  houfe,, 
and  that  the  Baron  Steuben  had  made  a  circuitous  move,  in  order  to 
form  a  junction  with  the  American  army,  which  had  now  croffed  the 
North  Anna  ;  the  expedition,  therefore,  was  countermanded,  and  theTheBiitifli 

move  toward*- 

royal  forces  commenced  their  march  towards  Weftham.  Richmond. 

The  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  who  had   hitherto  pracStlfed  defenfiveTheMarqulj^ 

.  ^  .  ,     .  .      .  de  la  Fayette 

manoeuvres  with  Ikill  and  lecunty,  beuig  now  reuuorced  by  General  follows  the 

King's 

Wayne,  with  about  eight  hundred  continentals,  and  fome  detachments  troops., 
of  militia,  followed  (V.)  the  Britifh  as  they  proceeded  down  James 

(T.)  Note  T.  (a.)  In  note  T.  (V.)  Note  V. 

Qjq  2  river*. 
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Chap.  V.  rlver.  This  defign  being  judicioufly  arranged,  and  executed  with  ex* 
treme  caution,  allowed  opportunity  for  the  junftion  of  General  Stu* 
ben,  confined  the  fmall  detachments  of  the  King's  troops,  and  both, 
faved  the  property,  and  animated  the  drooping  fpirits,  of  the  Virgi- 
.lilans.  While  the  royal, army  mafched,  (a.)  the  rear  and  left  flank 
were  covered  by  the  Britifh  legion  and  the  76th  regiment  on  horfe- 
back ;  and  on  its  arrival  at  Richmond,  Lieutenant'colonel  Simcoe, 
with  his  corps,  was  pofled  at  Weftham,  and  Lieutenant-colonel 
Tarlcton,  at  Meadow  bridge.  During  thefe  operations,  the  Marquis 
de  la  Fayette  continued  to  approach  with  the  main  body,  and  he  ad- 
vanced his  light  troops  to  harafs  the  patroles.  On  the  i8th,  (a.) 
Lieutenant-colonel  Tarletoii  made  a  forced  march,  to  attempt  Gene- 
ral Muhlenberg's  detachment,  who  evaded  the  blow  by  an  early  re« 
treat,  and  the  Britifh  legion  returned  to  the  royal  army. 

£arlCorri-        Earl  ComwalUs   left  Richmond  on  the   20th,    and   direfted   his 
towards  wii-courfe  by  Bottom  bridge  and  New-Kent-  court  houfe  for  Williamfburgh. 

liaraiburgh.     ^        ,  .  ,       ^^.       ,  ^    n  ^   r  in 

On  this  movement,  the  King  s  troops  deitroyed  lome  cannon  and  itores 
as  they  pafTed  through  the  country.  After  the  Chickahomany  was 
paflTed,  Lieutenant-colonel  Simcoe,  with  his  corps,  covered  part  of  the 
rear,  by  proceeding  flowly  on  the  banks  of  that  liver  ;  and  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Tarleton  performed  the  fame  fervice,  by  confl:antly  inclining 
to  the  Pamunkey.  In  the  mean  while,  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette 
femployed  the  light  troops,  fupported  by  the  continentals,  to  hang 
upon  the  rear.  At  the  time  the  royal  army  quitted  New-Kent  court 
houfe,  the  main  body  of  the  Americans  approached  within  twelve 
tniles  of  that  place  ;  which  circumfiaace  nearly  occafioned  Earl  Corn- 

(a.)  In  note  Vi  (a.)  In  note  Ui 

wallis 
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wallis  to  countermarch,  but,  upon  reflexion,  he  purfued  his  defigti  of  Chap.  v. 
moving  to  Williamfburgh,  where  he  arrived  on  the  25th  of  June. 

Early  next  morning,  the  Britifh  legion  were  direded  to  march  from 
their  pofition  in  front,  leaving  only  a  captain's  detachment  to  forage 
for  the  regiment,  and  to  proceed  through  the  army  to  Burrel's  ferry 
on  James'  river.  Before  the  horfes  were  unbridled,  the  found  of 
mulketry  and  cannon  announced  the  commencement  of  an  a£lion  at 
the  outpoft,  and  Lord  Chewton  foon  afterwards  delivered  Earl  Corn- 
wallis'  orders  for  the  cavalry  and  mounted  infantry  to  repair  with  ex- 
pedition to  the  army,  (b.)  who  were  already  moving  to  the  relief  of 
Lieutenant-colonel  Simcoe.  The  Queen's  rangers  had  deflroyed  a 
number  of  boats  and  fome  ilores  on  their  route  down  the  Chickaho- 
many,  and  were  now  advanced  to  Spencer's  plantation,  within  fix 
miles  of  Williamfburgh,  when  they  were  (c.)  attacked  by  about  {even 
hundred  light  troops,  under  Colonel  Butler,  fupported  by  fome  conti- 
nentals, under  General  Wayne* 

The  cavalry  and  infantry  of  the  railgers,  with  the  detachment  of  Affair  ne^r 

the  Chicka- 

Heffian  yagers,  under  Captain  Evvald,  gallantly  refifted  the  efroiits  of  homany. 
the  affailants,  who  finding  they  had  not  efFefted  a  furprife,  and  that 
they  could  not  make  the  impreffion  they  expefted,  began  to  be  appre- 
hensive for  their  own  retreat.  The  movement  of  Lieutenant-colonel 
Tarleton  fr6m  his  advanced  poll:  in  the  morning  was  a  favourable  in- 
cident for  the  Americans  ;  for  if  the  legion  foraging  party,  under 
Captain  Ogilvie,  who  accidentally  approached  the  flank  of  the  rifle- 
men, could  produce  hefitation  and  aflonifliment,  the  charge  of  the 
whole  cavalry  mufl:  have  confiderable  affifted  Lieutenant-colonel  Sim- 

{h.)  Tn  note  U.  (c.)  In  note  U. 

3  coe, 
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Chap.  V.  coe,  whofe  judicious  conduct  obliged  Colonel  Butler  to  fall  back  upon 
General  Wayne,  before  the  arrival  of  the  infantry  from  Williamf- 
burgh,  or  the  dragoons  from  Burrell's*  The  lofs  in  this  affair  was 
nearly  equal,  except  that  the  Britifh  took  lome  prifoners,  (c.)  upwards 
of  thirty  being  killed  ond  wounded  on  each  fide.  The  Americans  re- 
treated to  their  army  at  Tyre's  plantation,  fifteen  miles  from  the  field 
of  adion,  and  the  King's  troops  returned  in  the  evening  to  Williamf- 
burgh,  where  they  found  fome  recruits  for  the  guards,  who  had  ar-- 
yived  during  their  abfence. 

(€.)  In  note  Wi, 


M  O  T  E  S^ 
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N         O         T         E         S 


TO       THE 


•FIFTH  G    H    A    P    T     E    R, 


(NOTE     A.) 

'^Copy  of  Earl  CornwaUis's  difpatch.  No.  8,  to  Lord  George  Germain^   Notes  to  the 
dated  Guildford,   i-^th  March,   1781.  Chapter. 

My  Lord, 

J.  HAVE  the  fatisfadlon  to  inform  your  lordfhip,  that  His  Majefty's 
troops  under  my  command  obtained  a  fignal  victory,  on  the  15th  in- 
ftant,  over  the  rebel  army  commanded  by  General  Greene. 

In  purfuance  of  my  intended  plan,  communicated  to  your  lordftilp 
in  my  difpatch,  No.  7,  I  had  encamped,  on  the  13th  inftant,  at  the 
■Quakers'  meeting  between  the  forks  of  Deep  river.  Ou.  the  14th  I  re- 
ceived information  that  General  Butler,  with  a  body  of  North-Caro- 
lina  militia  and  the  expeded  reinforcements  from  Virginia,  faid  to  con- 
fift  of  a  Virginia  ftate  regiment,  a  corps  of  Virginia  eighteen-months 
men,  three  thoufand  Virginia  militia  and  recruits  for  the  Maryland 
line,  had  joined  General  Greene,  and  that  the  whole  army,  which  was 

reported 


204  CAMPAIGNS     OF      1780     AND     1781     IN     THE 

Notes  to  the  reported  to  amount  to  nine  or  ten  thoufand  men,  was  marching  to  at- 

Fifth  .  ,  ^  .... 

Chapter,    tack  the  Britlfh  troops.     During  the  afternoon  intelhgence  was  brought, 
which  was  confirmed  in  the  night,  that  he  had  advanced  that  day  to 
Guildford,  about  twelve  miles  from  our  camp.     Being  now  perfuaded 
that  he  had  refolved  to  hazard  an  engagement,  after  detaching  Lieute- 
nant-colonel Hamilton  (a.)  with  our  waggons  and  baggage,  efcorted  by 
his  own  regiment,  a  detachment  of  one  hundred  infantry,  and  twenty 
cavalry,  tovv^ards  Bell's  mill  on  Deep  river,  I  marched  with  the  reft  of 
the  corps  at  daybreak  on  the  morning  of  the  15th,  to  meet  the  enemy, 
or  attack  them  in  their  encampment.     About  four  miles  from  Guild- 
ford  our   advanced    guard,    (b.)    commanded    by   Lieutenant-colonel 
Tarleton,  fell  in  with  a  corps  of  the  enemy,  confifting  of  Lee's  le- 
gion, fome  backmountainmen  and  Virginia  militia,  which  he  attacked 
with  his  ufual  good  conduft  and  fpirit,  and  defeated  ;   and,  continuing 
our  march,  we  found  the  rebel  army  ported  on  rifing  grounds  about  a 
mile  and  a  half  from  the  court  houfe.     The  prifoners  taken  by  Lieute- 
nant-colonel Tarleton  having  been  feveral  days  with  the  advanced  corps, 
could  give  me  no  account  of  the  enemy's  order  or  pofition,  and  the 
country  people  were  extremely  inaccurate  in   their  defcription  of  the 
ground.     Immediately  between  the  head  of  the  column  and  the  ene- 
my's line  was  a  confiderable  plantation,  one  large  field  of  which  was 
on  our  left  of  the  road,  and  two  others,  with  a  wood  of  about  two 
hundred  yards  broad,  between  them,  on  our  right  of  it ;  beyond  thefe 
fields  the  wood  continued  for  feveral  miles  to  our  right.     The  wood 
beyond  the  plantation  in  our  front,  in  the  fkirt  of  which  the  enemy's 
firft  line  was  formed,  was  about  a  mile  in  depth,  the  road  then  leading 
into  an  extenfive  fpace  of  cleared  ground  about  Guildford  court  houfe. 
The  woods  on  our  right  and  left  were  reported  to  be  impra£licable  for 
cannon  ;  but  as  that  on  our  right  appeared  the  moft  open,  I  refolved  to 
attack  the  left  wing  of  the  enemy  ;  and,  whilft  my  difpofition  was 

making 
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making  for  that  purpofe,  I  ordered  Lieutenant  Macleod  to  bring  for-  Notes  to  the 
ward  the  guns  and  cannonade  their  center.     The  attack  was  diredled  to    Chapter. 
be  made  in  the  following  order  : 

On  the  right,  (c.)  the  regiment  of  Bofe  and  the  yiR  regiment,  led 
by  Major-general  Leflie,  and  fupported  by  the  ii\  battalion  of  guards  ; 
on  the  left,  the  23d  and  33d  (d.)  regiments,  led  by  Lieutenant-colonel 
Webfter,  and  fupported  by  the  grenadiers  and  2d  battalion  of  guards, 
commanded  by  Brigadier-general  O'Hara ;  the  yagers  and  light  infan- 
try of  the  guards  remained  in  the  wood  on  the  left  of  the  gun?,  and 
the  cavalry  in  the  road,  ready  to  z£t  as  circumllances  might  require. 
Our  preparations  being  made,  the  aiSlion  began  at  about  half  an  hour 
paft  one  in  the  afternoon  ;  Major-general  Leflie,  after  being  obliged, 
by  the  great  extent  of  the  enemy's  line,  to  bring  up  the  ift  battalion 
of  guards  to  tlie  right  of  the  regiment  of  Bofe,  foon  defeated  every 
thing  before  him  ;  Lieutenant-colonel  Webfler  having  joined  the  left 
of  Major-general  Leflie's  divifion,  was  no  lefs  fuccefsful  in  his  front ; 
when,  on  finding  that  the  left  of  the  33d  was  expofed  to  a  heavy  fire 
from  the  right  wing  of  the  enemy,  he  changed  his  front  to  the  left, 
and,  being  fupported  by  the  yagers  and  light  infantry  of  the  guards, 
attacked  and  routed  it  ;  the  grenadiers  and  2d  battalion  of  the  guards 
moving  forward  to  occupy  the  ground  left  vacant  by  the  movement  of 
Lieutenant-colonel  Webfler* 

All  the  infantry  being  now  in  the  line,  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarletcn 
had  directions  to  keep  his  cavalry  compaft,  and  not  to  cliarge  without 
pofitive  orders,  except  to  protetft  any  of  the  corps  from  the  mofl  evi- 
dent danger  of  being  defeated.  The  exceffive  thicknefs  of  the  woods 
rendered  our  bayonets  of  little  ufe,  and  enabled  the  broken  enemy  to 
make  frequent  flands,  with  an  irregular  fire,  which  occafioned  fome 

R  r  lofs, 


206  CAMPAIGNS     OF      1780     AND      1781      IN      THE 

Notes  to  the  lofs,  and  to  feveral  of  the  corps  great  delay,  particularly  on  our  right, 
Chapter,  where  the  ift  battalion  of  the  guards  and  regiment  of  Bofe  were 
warmly  engaged  in  front,  flank,  and  rear,  with  fome  of  the  enemy 
that  had  been  routed  on  the  firfl  attack,  and  with  part  of  the  extre- 
mity of  their  left  wing,  which,  by  the  clofenefs  of  the  woods,  had 
been  pafled  unbroken.  The  71ft  regiment  and  grenadiers,  and  2d  bat- 
talion of  the  guards,  not  knowing  what  was  paffing  on  their  right, 
and  hearing  the  fire  advance  on  their  left,  continued  to  move  forward, 
the  artillery  keeping  pace  vi^ith  them  on  the  road,  followed  by  the  ca- 
valry. The  2d  battalion  of  guards  firft  gained  the  clear  ground  near 
Guildford  court  houfe,  and  found  a  corps  of  continental  infantry,  much 
fuperior  in  number,  formed  in  the  open  field  on  the  left  of  the  road. 
Glowing  with  impatience  to  fignalize  themfelves,  they  inftantly  at- 
tacked and  defeated  them,  taking  two  fix-pounders;  but,  purfuing 
into  the  wood  with  too  much  ardour,  were  thrown  into  confufion  by  a 
heavy  fire,  and  immediately  charged  and  driven  (e.)  back  into  the  field 
by  Colonel  Wafhington's  dragoons,  with  the  lofs  of  the  fix-pounders 
they  had  taken.  The  enemy's  cavalry  was  foon  repulfed  by  a  well-di- 
re6led  fire  from  two  three-pounders  jufl  brought  up  by  Lieutenant 
Macleod,  and  by  the  appearance  of  the  grenadiers  of  the  guards,  and 
of  the  7 1  ft  regiment,  which,  ha,vlng  been  impeded  by  fome  deep  ra- 
vines, were  now  coming  out  of  the  wood  on  the  right  of  the  guards, 
oppofite  to  the  court  hcufe.  By  the  fpirlted  exertions  of  Brigadier-ge- 
neral O'llara,  though  wounded,  the  2d  battalion  of  the  guards  was 
foon  rallied,  and,  fupported  by  the  grenadiers,  returned  to  the  charge 
with  the  greateft  alacrity.  The  23d  regiment  arriving  at  that  lnfi:ant 
from  our  left,  and  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  having  advanced  with 
part  of  the  cavalry,  the  enemy  were  foon  put  to  flight,  and  the  two 
fix-pounders  once  more  fell  intoour  hands  ;  two  ammunition  waggons, 
and  two  other  fix-pounders,  being  all  the  artillery  they  had  in  tlic  field, 
3,  were 


SOUTHERN      PROVINCES     OF     NORTH     AMERICA.  307 

were  likewife  taken.  About  this  time  the  33d  regiment  and  light  in- Notes  to  the 
fantry  of  the  guards,  after  overcoming  many  difficulties,  completely  Chapter.  . 
routed  the  corps  which  was  oppofed  to  them,  and  put  an  end  to  the 
adion  in  this  (f.)  quarter.  The  23d  and  yifl  regiments,  with  part  of 
the  cavalry,  were  ordered  to  purfue  ;  the  remainder  of  the  cavalry 
was  detached  with  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  to  our  right,  (g.) 
where  a  heavy  fire  ftUl  continued,  and  where  his  appearance  and  fpi- 
rited  attack  contributed  much  to  a  fpeedy  termination  of  the  a£lion. 
The  militia,  with  which  our  right  wing  had  been  engaged,  difperfed 
in  the  woods  ;  the  continentals  went  off  by  the  Reedy  fork,  beyond 
which  it  was  not  in  my  power  to  follow  them,  as  their  cavalry  had  fuf- 
fered  but  little.  Our  troops  were  exceffively  fatigued  by  an  a<Rion 
which  lafted  an  hour  and  a  half,  and  our  wounded,  difperfed  over  an 
extenfive  fpace  of  country,  required  immediate  attention.  The  care  of 
our  wounded,  and  the  total  want  of  provlfions  in  an  exhaufted  coun- 
try, made  it  equally  impoffible  for  me  to  follow  the  blow  the  next  day. 
The  enemy  did  not  flop  until  they  got  to  the  iron  works  on  Trouble- 
fome  creek,  eighteen  miles  from  the  field  of  battle. 

From  our  obfervation,  and  the  beft  accounts  we  could  procure,  we 
did  not  doubt  but  the  ftrength  of  the  enemy  exceeded  feven  thouland 
men  ;  their  militia  compofed  their  line,  with  parties  advanced  to  the 
rails  of  the  field  in  their  front ;  the  continentals  were  ported  obliquely 
in  the  rear  of  their  right  wing.  Their  cannon  fired  on  us  whilft  we 
were  forming  from  the  center  of  the  line  of  militia,  but  were  with- 
drawn to  the  continentals  before  the  attack. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclofe  to  your  iordfliip  the  lifi:  of  our  killed 
and  wounded.  Captain  Schutz's  wound  is  fuppofed  to  be  mortal  ;  but 
the  furgeons  affure  me  that  none  of  the  other  officers  are  in  danger,  and 

R  r  .2  that 
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Notes  to  ttie  that  a  great  number  of  the  men  will  foon  recover.  I  cannot  afcertaiK 
Chapter,,  the  lofs  of  the  enemy,  but  it  mufl  have  been  coniiderable  ;  between 
two  and  three  hundred  dead  were  left  upon  the  field  ;  many  of  their 
wounded  that  were  able  to  move,  whilfl:  we  were  employed  in  the  care 
of  our  own,  efcaped  and  followed  the  routed  enemy ;  and  our  cattle 
drivers  and  forage  parties  have  reported  to  me,  that  the  houfes  in  a  cir- 
ele  of-  fix  or  eight  miles  round  us  are  full  of  others  :  Thofe  that  re- 
mained we  have  taken  the  befl:  care  of  in  our  power.  We  took  few 
prifoners,  owing  to  the  excefiive  thlcknefs  of  the  wood  facilitating 
their  efcape,  and  every  man  of  our  army  being  repeatedly  wanted  far 
aftion. 

The  conduit  and  anions  of  the  officers  and  foldiers  that  eompofe 
this  little  army  will  do   more  juftice   to  their  merit  than  I  can  by 
words.     Their   perfevering   intrepidity  in  a£lion,  their  invincible  pa' 
tience  in  the  hardfhips  and  fatigues  of  a  march  of  above  fix  hundred - 
miles,  in  which  they  have  forded  leveral  large   rivers  and  numberlefs- 
creeks,  many  of  which  would  be  reckoned  large  rivers  in  any  other 
country  in  the  world,  without  tents  or  covering  againft  the  climate, 
and  often   without   provifions,  will   fufficiently  manifefl  their  ardent, 
zeal  for  the  honour  and  interefts  of  their  Sovereign  and  their  country. . 

I  HAVE  been  particularly  indebted  to  Major-general  Leflie  for  his- 
gallantry  and  exertion  in  the  aflion,  as  well  as  his  affiftance  in  every 
other  part  of  the  fervice.  The  zeal  and  fpirit  of  Brigadier-general 
O'Hara  merit  my  higheft  commendations  ■;  for  after  receiving  two 
dangerous  wounds  he  continued  in  the  field  whilft  the  adlion  Jailed  ; 
by  his  earneft  attention  on  all  other  occafions,  feconded  by  the  officers 
and  foldiers  of  his  brigade  :  His  Majefty's  guards  are  no  lefs  diftin- 
guifhed  by  their  order  and  difcipline  than  by  their  fpirit  and  valour. 

The 
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The  Heffian  reelment  of  Bofe  deferves  my  warmeft  praifes  for  Its  dif- Notes  to  the 
cipline,    alacrity,    and  courage,  and  does  honour  to  Major  Du  Buy,    Chapter,. 
who  commands  it,  and  who  is  an  officer  of  fuperior  merit.     I  am 
much  obliged  to  Brigadier-general  Howard,  who  ferved  as  volunteer, 
for  his  fpirited  example  on  all  occafions.     Lieutenant-colonel  Webfter 
Gondu£ted   his   brigade  like  an    officer   of  experience   and   gallantry.. 
Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton'y  good  conduct  and  fpirit  in  the  manage- 
ment of  his  cavalry  was  confpicuous  during  the  whole  adion  ;    and 
Lieutenant  Macleod,    who  commanded  the  artillery,  proved  himfelf 
upon  this,  as  well  as  all  former  occafions,  a  moft  capable  and  defervlng, 
officer.     The  attention   and  exertions  of  my  aid-de-camps,  and  of  all; 
the   other  public  officers  of  the  army,  contributed  very  much  to  the 
fuccefs  of  the  day. 

1  HAVE  conftantly  received  the  moft  zealous  affiftance  from  Cover-- 
nor  Martin  during  my  command  in  the  fouthern  diftridl :  Hoping  that: 
his  prefence  would  tend  to  incite  the  loyal  fubjeds  of  this  province  to 
take  an  aftive  part  with  us,  he  has-chearfully  fubmltted  to  the  fatigues- 
and  dangers  of  our  campaign  :  But  his  delicate  conftitution  has  fufFered: 
by  his  public  Ipirit  ;  for,  by  the  advice  of  the  phyficians,  he  is  now. 
obliged  to  return  to  England  for  the  recovery  of  his  health..  j 

! 

This  part  of  the  country  is  fo  totally  deftitute  of  fubfiftence,  that 
forage  is  not  nearer  than  nine  miles,  and  the  foldiers  have  been  two  - 
days  without  bread  ;  I  ffiall,  therefore,  leave  ubout  feventy  (h.)  of  the 
worft  of  the  wounded  cafes  at  the  New- garden  Quaker  meeting  houfe, , 
with  proper  affiftance,  and  move  the  remainder  with  the  army  to-mor- 
row morning  to  Bell's  mill,  I  hope  our  friends  will  heartily  take  an 
aftive  part  with  us,  to  which  I  fhall  continue  to  encourage  them  ;  ftlU 
approaching  our  (hipping  "by  ealy  marches,  that  we  may  procure  the 

neceffirj;,' 
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Notes  to  the  ncceffary  fuppUes  for  farther  operations,  and  lodge  our  fick  and  wounded 

Fifth  •  I  •  1  1 

Chapter,    where  proper  attention  can  be  paid  to  them. 

This  difpatch  will  be  delivered  to  your  lordfhip  by  my  aid-de-camp, 
Captain  Brodrick,  who  is  a  very  promifing  officer,  and  whom  I  beg 
leave  to  recommend  to  your  lordlhip's  countenance  and  favour. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

C  O  R  N  W  A  L  L  I  S- 


(NOTE      B.  ) 

Pleturn  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  mljfing,  of  the  troops  under  the  coni- 
mand  of  Lieutenant-general  Earl  Cornwallis,  in  the  aStion  at  Guildford^ 
March  i$th,  1781. 

ROYAL  artillery,  i  lieutenant,  i  rank  and  file,  killed;  4  rank 
and  file  wounded. 

Brigade  of  guards,  i  lieutenant  colonel,  8  ferjeants,  28  rank  and 
file,  killed  ;  2  brigadier  generals,  6  captains,  i  enfign,  i  flafF  officer, 
2  ferjeants,  2  drummers,  143  rank  and  file,  wounded;  22  rank  and 
file  miffing. 

23d  foot.  I  lieutenant,  1 2  rank  and  file,  killed  ;  i  captain,  i  fer- 
jeant,   53  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

33d  foot.  I  enfign,  i  ferjeant,  9  rank  and  file,  killed  ;  i  lieutenant 
colonel,  2  lieutenants,  3  enfigns,  1  flafF  officer,  i  ferjeant,  5^  rank 
hnd  file,  wounded. 

I  7ifl 
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71ft  foot.     I   enfiffu,   I   ferieant,  Ji    rank  and  file,  killed;    4  fer- Notes  to  the 
jeants,  46  rank  and  file,  wounded.  Chapter. 

Regiment  of  Bofe.  3  ferjeants,  7  rank  and  file,  killed  ;  2  captains, 
2  lieutenants,  i  enfign,  6  ferjeants,  3  drummers,  53  rank  and  file, 
wounded ;   i  ferjeant,  2  rank  and  file,  miffing. 

Yagers.  4  rank  and  file  killed  ;  3  rank  and  file  wounded ;  i  rank 
and  file  miffing. 

Britlfh  legion.  3  rank  and  file  killed ;  i  lieutenant  colonel,  i  fer- 
jeant,   I  2  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

Total.  I  lieutenant  colonel,  2  lieutenants,  2  enligns,  13  ferjeants, 
75  rank  and  file,  killed  ;  2  brigadier  generals,  2  lieutenant  colonels,  9 
captains,  4  lieutenants,  5  enfign s,  2  flafF  officers,  15  ferjeants,  5  drum- 
mers, 369  rank  and  file,  wounded  -,  i  ferjeant,  25  rank  and  file,, 
miffing. 

OFFICERS'    NAMES    KILLED    and     WOUNDED. 

Royal  artillery.     Lieutenant  O'Hara,  killed. 

Brigade  of  guards.  Hon.  Lieutenant-colonel  Stewart,  killed  ;  Bri- 
gadier-generals O'Hara  and  Howard,  and  Captain  Swanton,  wounded  ;. 
Captains  Schutz,  Maynard,  and  Goodricke,  wounded,  and  fince  dead  ;, 
Captains  Lord  Dunglafs  and  Maitland,  Enfign  Stuart  and  Adjutant 
Colquhoun,  wounded. 

23d  foot.  Second-lieutenant  Robinfon,  killed  ;  Captain  Peter,, 
wounded. 

33d  foot.  Enfign  Talbot,  killed  ;  Lieutenant-colonel  Webfi:er, 
(fince  dead)  Lieutenants  Salvin,  Wynyard,  Enfigns  Kelly,  Gore,  and. 
Hughes,  and  Adjutant  Fox,  wounded.  \ 

yi.ftfoot*     Enr-gn. Grant,  killed., 

1^  Regiment: 


JIJI  CAMPAIGNS     OF     I780     AND     1781     IN     THE 

.Notes  to  the      Regiment  of  Bofe.     Captains  Wilmoufky,  (fin  ce  dead)  Eichendrobt, 
Chapter.    Lieutenants   Schwener   and   Graife,    Enfiga  de   Trott,    (fiuce   dead) 
.wounded. 

Biitifh  legion.     Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton,  wounded. 

J.     D  E  S  P  A  R  D, 

Deputy  adjutant  general. 

'.Return  of  ordnance,  ammunition,  and  arms,  taken  at  the  battle  of  Guildford, 

March  15,   178 1. 

BRASS      ORDNANCE. 

MOUNTED  on  travelling  carriages,  with  limbers  and  boxes 
complete,  4  lix-pounders.  Shot,  round,  fixed  with  powder,  160  fix- 
pounders.  Cafe,  fixed  with  ditto,  50  fix-pounders ;  2  ammunition 
waggons,  1300  ftands  of  arms  diflributed  among  the  militia,  and  de- 
ilroyed  in  the  field, 

J.    MACLEOD, 
r  Lieutenant,  and  commanding 

officer  of  artillery. 


(  N  O  T  E       C.  ) 

Sy  the  Right  Honourable  Charles  Earl  Cornwallis,  Lieutenant-general  of 
His  Majeftys  forces,  ^c. 

A      PROCLAMATION. 

WHEREAS,  by  the  bleffing  of  Almighty  God,  His  Majefty's 

arms  have  been  crowned  with  fignal  fuccefs,  by  the  complete  victory 

I  obtained 
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obtained  over  the  rebel  forces  on  the  (5th  inftant,  I  have  thought  pro-  Notes  to  the 
per  to  iflue  this  proclamation  to  call  upon  all  loyal  fubje6ls  to  ftand  Chapter. 
forth,  and  take  an  aftive  part  in  reftoring  good  order  and  government. 
And  whereas  it  has  been  reprefented  to  me,  that  many  perfons  in  this 
province,  who  have  taken  a  fliare  in  this  unnatural  rebellion,  but  ha- 
ving experienced  the  opprefiion  and  injuflice  of  the  rebel  government^ 
and  having  feen  the  errors  into  which  they  have  been  deluded  by  falfe- 
hoods  and  mifreprefentations,  are  fmcerely  defirous  of  returning  to 
their  duty  and  allegiance,  I  do  hereby  notify  and  promife  to  all  fuch 
perfons,  (murderers  excepted)  that  if  they  will  furrender  themfelves, 
with  their  arms  and  ammunition,  at  head  quarters,  or  to  the  officer 
commanding  in  the  diftri£l  contiguous  to  their  refpedive  places  of  resi- 
dence, on  or  before  the  20th  day  of  April  next,  they  (hall  be  per- 
mitted to  return  to  their  homes,  upon  giving  a  military  parole,  and 
fhall  be  proteded  in  their  perfons  and  properties  from  all  fort  of  vio- 
lence from  the  Britifli  troops,  and  will  be  reftored  as  foon  as  poflible  to 
all  the  privileges  of  legal  and  conftitutional  government. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  head  quarters,  this  i8th  day  of  March, 
A.  D.  1 78 1,  and  in  the  twenty-firft  year  of  His  Majefty's  reign. 

CORNWALLIS. 


(NOTE      D. ) 

Camp,  at  the  iron  works,  ten  miles  from  Guildford 
court  houfe,  March  16,  1781. 

SIR, 

ON  the    loth,    I  wrote  to   his  excellency  General  Wafhington, 
from  the  High-rock  ford,  on  the  Haw  river,  a  copy  of  which  I  en- 

S  s  clofed 
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Notes  to  the  clofed  your  excellency,  that  I  had  efFe£ted  a  jun£lion  with  a  conthien- 
Ciiaptcr.  tal  regiment  of  eighteeu-months  men,  and  two  confiderable  bodies  of 
militia  belonging  to  Virginia  and  North  Carolina.  After  this  jundion, 
I  took  the  refolution  of  attacking  the  enemy  without  lofs  of  time,  and 
made  the  neceffary  difpofition  accordingly,  being  perfuaded,  that  if  we 
were  fuccefsful,  it  would  prove  ruinous  to  the  enemy,  and,  if  other- 
wife,  it  would  only  prove  a  partial  evil  to  us. 

The  army  marched  from  the  High-rock  ford  on  the  12th,  and  on 
the  14th  arrived  at  Guildford.  The  enemy  lay  at  the  Quaker  meeting 
houfe,  on  Deep  river,  eight  miles  from  our  camp.  On  the  morning 
of  the  15th,  our  reconnoitering  party  reported  the  enemy  advancing 
on  the  great  Salifbury  road.  The  army  was  drawn  up  in  (a.)  three 
lines :  The  front  line  was  compofed  of  North- Carolina  militia,  under 
the  command  of  Generals  Butler  and  Eaton  ;  the  fecond  line  of  Vir- 
ginia militia,  commanded  by  Generals  Stephens  and  Lawfon,  forming 
two  brigades  ;  the  third  line,  confiding  of  two  brigades,  one  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  one  of  Maryland  continental  troops,  commanded  by  Gene- 
ral Huger  and  Colonel  Williams.  Lieutenant-colonel  Wafliington, 
with  the  dragoons  (b.)  of  the  ifl  and  3d  regiments,  a  detachment  of 
light  infantry,  compofeid  of  continental  troops,  and  a  regiment  of 
riflemen,  under  Colonel  Lynch,  formed  a  corps  of  obfervation  for  the 
fecurity  of  our  right  flank.  Lieutenant-colonel  Lee,  with  his  legion, 
a  detachment  of  light  infantry,  and  a  corps  of  riflemen,  under  Colo- 
nel Campbell,  formed  a  corps  of  obfervation  for  the  fecurity  of  our  left 
ilank. 

The  greater  part  of  this  country  Is  a  wildemefs,  with  a  few  cleared 
fields  interfperfed  here  and  there.  The  army  was  drawn  up  on  a  large 
ihill  of  ^roundj  furrounded  by  other  hills,  the  greater  part  of  which 

was. 
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was  covered  with  timber  and  thick  utiderbrufli.  The  front  line  was  Notes  to  the 
ported  with  two  field  pieces  jufl  on  the  edge  of  the  woods,  and  the  CUapier. 
back  of  a  fence,  which  ran  parallel  with  the  line,  with  an  open  field 
diredly  in  their  front.  The  fecond  line  was  in  the  woods,  about  three 
hundred  yards  in  the  rear  of  the  firll  ;  and  the  continental  troops  about 
four  hundred  yards  in  the  rear  of  the  fecond,  with  a  double  front,  as  the 
hill  drew  to  a  point  where  they  were  pofted  ;  and  on  the  right  and 
left  were  two  old  fields.  In  this  pofition  we  waited  the  approach  of 
the  enemy,  having  previoufly  fent  off  the  baggage  to  this  place,  ap- 
p(  int  to  rendezvous  at,  in  cafe  of  a  defeat.  Lieutenant  colonel  Lee, 
with  his  legion,  his  infantry,  and  part  of  his  riflemen,  met  the  enemy 
on  their  advance,  and  had  a  fevere  ikirmifli  with  Lieutenant-colonel 
Tarleton,  in  which  the  enemy  fuffered  greatly.  Captain  Armflrong 
charged  the  Britifh  legion,  and  cut  down  near  thirty  of  their  dragoons; 
but  as  the  enemy  reinforced  their  party.  Lieutenant-colonel  Lee  was 
obliged  to  retire,  and  take  his  pofition  in  the  line. 

The  adion  commenced  by  a  cannonade,  which  lafted  about  twenty 
minutes,  when  the  enemy  advanced  in  three  columns  ;  the  Heffians 
on  the  right,  the  guards  in  the  center,  and  Lieutenant-colonel  Web- 
fler's  brigade  on  the  left.  The  whole  moved  through  the  old  fields  to 
attack  the  North-Carolina  brigades,  who  waited  the  attack  until  the 
enemy  got  within  one  hundred  and  forty  yards,  when  part  of  them 
began  to  fire,  but  a  confiderable  part  left  the  ground  without  firing  at 
all.  The  general  and  field  officers  did  all  they  could  to  induce  the 
men  to  fland  their  ground  ;  but  neither  the  advantages  of  the  pofition, 
nor  any  other  confideration,  could  induce  them  to  ilay.  General  Ste- 
phens, and  General  Lawfon,  and  the  field  officers  of  thofe  brigades, 
were  more  fuccefsful  in  their  exertions.  The  Virginia  militia  gave 
the  enemy  a  warm  reception,  and  kept  up  a  heavy  fire   for  a  long 

S  s  2  time  ; 
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Notes  to  the  time;  but  beii^ig  beat  back,  the  adioii  became  general  almoft  every 

Chapter,     where.     The  corps   of  obfervatlon,  under  Wafliington  and  Lee,  were 

Warmly  engaged,  and  did  great  execution.     In  a  word,  the  engagement 

was  long  and  fevere,  and  the  enemy  only  gained  their  point  by  lupe- 

rior  difcipline. 

They  having  broken  the  2d  Maryland  regiment,  and  turned  our 
left  flank,  got  into  the  rear  of  the  Virginia  brigade  ;  and  appearing  to 
be  gaining  our  right,  which  would  have  encircled  the  whole  of  the 
continental  troops,  I  thought  it  moft  advifeable  to  order  a  retreat. 
About  this  time  Lieutenant-colonel  Wafliington  made  a  charge  with 
the  horfe  upon  a  part  of  the  brigade  of  guards  ;  and  the  firft  regiment 
of  Marylanders,  commanded  by  Colonel  Gunby,  and  feconded  by 
Lieutenant-colonel  Howard,  followed  the  horfe  with  their  bayonets  ; 
near  the  whole  of  the  party  fell  a  facrifice.  General  Hugef  was  the 
lafl  that  was  engaged,  and  gave  the  enemy  a  check.  We  retreated  in 
good  order  to  the  Reedy-fork  river,  and  croffed  at  the  foid,  about  three 
miles  from  the  field  of  aftion,  and  then  halted,  and  drew  up  the 
troops,  until  w^e  colle£led  moft  of  the  ftragglers.  We  loft  our  artil- 
lery, and  two  ammunition  waggons,  the  greater  part  of  the  horfes 
being  killed  before  the  retreat  began,  and  it  being  impoflible  to  move 
the  pieces  but  along  the  great  road.  After  colleding  our  ftragglers, 
we  retired  to  this  camp,  ten  miles  dlftant  from  Guildford. 

From  the  beft  information  I  can  get,  the  enemy's  lofs  is  very  great, 
not  lefs  in  killed  and  wounded  than  fix  hundred  men,  befides  fome 
few  prifoners  that  we  brought  off. 

Inclosed  I  fend  your  excellency  a  return  of  our  killed,  wounded, 
and  miffing,     Moft  of  the  latter  have  gone  home,  as  is  but  too  cuf- 

tomary 
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ternary  with  the  miUtia  after  an  atlioii.  I  cannot  learn  that  the  ene- Notes  to  the 
my  has  got  any  confiderable  number  of  prifoners.  Our  men  are  all  Chajiter.. 
in  good  fpirits,   and  in  perfect  readinefs  for  another  field  day. 

I  ONLY  lament  the  lofs  of  feveral  valuable  officers,  who  are  killed 
and  wounded  in  the  adtion.  Among  the  latter  are  General  Stephens, 
fhot  through  the  thigh,  and  General  Huger  in  the  hand  ;  and  among, 
the  former  is  Major  Anderfon,  one  of  the  Maryland  line. 

The  firmnefs  of  the  officers  and  foldiers,  during  the  whole  cam-     . 
paign,   has  been  moft  unparallelled.     Amidfl  innumerable  difficulties,. 
they  have  difcovered  a  degree  of  magnanimity  and  fortitude  that  will 
for  ever  add  a  luftre  to  their  military  reputation. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

With  very  great  refpfl  and  efleem, 
Your~excellency's  mofl  obedient, 
And  moft  humble  fervant, 
NATHANIEL     GREENE, 


(  N  O  T  E      E.  ) 

Return  of  the  killed,  woufided,  and  mljjivg,  of  the  continental  troops,  in  the 
action  of  the  i^th  of  March,  1781,  near  Guildford  court  houfe,  in 
North  Carolitta^ 

Camp,  Speedwell  furnace,  Guildford  county, 
North  Carolina,  March  17,   fySi. 

BRIGADE  of  Virginia  regulars,  commanded  by  Brigadier-general 
Huger.  Killed,  i  captain,  2  fabalterns,  3  Icrjeants,  33  rank  and  file. 
Wounded,  4  ferjeants,  2.^  rank  and  file.     IVliffing,  39  rank  and  file. 

BrigadeL 
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Notes tothe  Brigade  of  Maryland  regulars,  commanded  by  Colonel  WUliiims, 
Chapter,  Killed,  I  major,  i  fubaltern,  2  feijeants,  1 1  rank  and  file.  Wounded, 
5  captains,  i  ferjeant,  36  rank  and  file.  Miffing,  3  ferjeants,  6  drums 
and  fifes,  88  rank  and  file. 

Of  Delaware  battalion,  Captain  Kirkwood's  company.  Killed,  7 
rank  and  file.  Wounded,  2  fubalterns,  11  rank  and  file.  Miffing,  2 
drums  and  fifes,   13  rank  and  file. 

.Detachments  of  ift  and  3d  regiments  of  cavalry,  commanded  by 
Lieutenant-colonel  Wafliington.  Killed,  3  rank  and  file.  Wounded, 
(prifoners  of  war)  2  captains,  2  fubalterns,  4  rank  and  file.  Miffing, 
,^  3  rank  and  file. 

Partizan  legion,  commanded  by  Lieutenant-colonel  Lee.  Killed,  3 
rank  and  file.  Wounded,  (prifoners  of  war)  i  captain,  i  ferjeant,  7 
rank  and  file.     Miffing,  7  rank  and  file. 

Total.  I  major,  9  captains,  7  fubalterns,  14  ferjeants,  8  drums 
and  fifes,  290  rank  and  file. 

Brigadier-general  Huger  flightly  wounded  in  the  hand. 

I  HAVE  received  no  return  of  the  companies  of  artillery ;  but  their 
lofs,  &c.  is  very  inconfiderable. 

This  return  is  the  moft  accurate  that  can  be  obtained  at  prefent ; 
but  it  is  expefted  many  of  the  miffing  will  yet  rejoin  their  corps. 

O.    H.    WILLIAMS, 

Deputy  adjutant  general. 


Return 


SOUTHERN    PROVINCES    OF     NORTH     AMERICA.  519 

Return  of  militia  killed,  wounded,  and  mijfing,  in  the  aSlion  at  Guildford  iJotei  to  the 

court  houfe,  in  North  Carolina,  the  i^th  of  March,  1781.  Chapter. 

> 

Camp,  Speedwell  furnace,  North  Carolina^ 

March  17th,  1781. 

FIRST  brigade,  Virginia  militia,  commanded  by  Brigadier-general 
Stevens.  Killed,  2  captains,  9  rank  and  file.  Wounded,  i  captain,  4 
fubalterns,  30  rank  and  file.  Miffing,  i  major,  1  captain,  3  fubal- 
terns,  3  ferjeants,  133  rank  and  file. 

Second  brigade,  Virginia  militia,  commanded  by  Brigadier-general 
Lawfon.  Killed,  i  rank  and  file.  Wounded,  i  major,  2  fubalterns, 
13  rank  and  file.     Miffing,   i  fubaltern,  3  ferjeants,  83  rank  and  file. 

Rifle  regiments,  commanded  by  Colonels  Campbell  and  Lynch. 
Killed,  2  captains,  i  rank  and  file.  Wounded,  i  captain,  i  fubaltern, 
I  ferjeant,  13  rank  and  file.  Miffing,  i  captain,  7  fubalterns,  8  fer- 
jeants, 78  rank  and  file. 

Total.     8  captains,   18  fubalterns,   15  ferjeants,  361  rank  and  file. 

Brigadier-general  Stevens  wounded  through  the  thigh.  Many  of; 
thole  miffing  are  expeded  to  return,  or  to  be  found  at  their  homes. 

O.    H.     WIL.LLAMS,. 

Deputy  adjutant  general. 

Return  of  the  North-Carolina  militia  killed,  wounded, .  and  miffing,  in  the 
aSlion  at  Guildford  court  houfe,  in. North  Carolina,  the  i^th  of  March ^.^ 
1781-. 

TWO  brigades,  commanded  by  Brigadier-generals.  Butler  and; 
Eaton.  Killed,.  6  rank  and  file.  Wounded,  i' captain,  i  fubaltern,. 
3  rank  and  file.     Miffing,   2  captdins,  9  fubalterns,  552  rank  and  .file,.. 

Total.     3  captains,.  10  fubalterns,  561  rank  and  file,. 

TJie-; 
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Notes  to  the       The  North-Caroliiia  cavalry,  commanded  by  the  Marquis  of  Bi'e- 
Fifth         .  .  - 

Chapter,    tigncy,  loft  onc  man  killed,  and  one  wounded. 

I  HAVE  received  no  return  of  one  of  the  North-Carolina  regiments 
Thofe  miffing  are  fuppofed  to  have  gone  home.  According  to  the 
reports  of  the  general  and  field  officers,  very  few  were  killed  and 
taken,  mofl  of  them  having  thrown  away  their  arms,  and  abandoned 
the  field  early  in  the  adlion. 

O.    H.     WILLIAMS, 

Deputy  adjutant  general. 

Publifhed  by  order  of  Congrefs, 

Charles  Thompson,,  Sec. 


(NOTE      F.  ) 

Philadelphia,  April  18. 

^he  following  Is  an  extraSi  of  a  letter  from  General  Greenes  head  quarters^ 
Colonel  KamfeySy  "Deep  river,  March  ^o,  1781. 

I  WROTE  to  you  the  23d  inftant  from  Buffaloe  (a.)  creek,  fince 
which  we  have  been  in  purfuit  of  the  enemy,  with  a  determination  to 
bring  them  to  aftion  again. 

On  the  27th,  we  arrived  at  Rigden's  ford,  twelve  miles  above  this, 
and  found  the  enemy  then  lay  at  Ramfey's  mill,  from  which  it  was 
imagined  they  meant  to  wait  an  attack  ;  our  baggage  was  accordingly 
left  under  proper  guard  in  our  rear,  and  the  army  put  in  motion  with- 
out 
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cut  lofs  of  time.;  but  we  found  the  enemy  had  crofled  fome  hours  Notes  to  the 
before  our  arrival,  (b.)  and  with  fuch  precipitation,  that  they  left  Chapter. 
their  dead  unburied  on  the  ground.  Our  men  had  fufFered  for  want  of 
provifions  (c.)  in  this  exhaufled  part  of  the  country,  that  many  of 
them  fainted  on  their  march,  and  the  difficulty  of  procuring  any  im- 
mediate fupply  prevented  our  farther  purfuit.  The  enemy  are  on 
the  route  to  Crofs  creek  and  Wilmington. 

From  undoubted  information  we  learn,  that  the  enemy's  lofs  in  the 
battle  of  Guildford  amounted  to  fix  hundred  and  thirty-three,  exclufive 
of  officers,  and  moft  of  their  principal  officers  were  either  killed  or 
wounded. 

Nothing  but  blood  and  {laughter  has  prevailed  among  the  Whigs 
and  Tories,  and  their  inveteracy  againft  each  other  mull,  if  it  conti- 
nues, depopulate  this  part  of  the  country. 

Since  we  re-crofled  the  Dan  river,  we  have  taken  at  different  times 
upwards  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  Britiih  prifoners,  and  feveral 
officers. 

The  enemy  left  feventy  of  our  wounded,  who  had  fallen  into  their 
hands  in  the  adlion  of  the  1 5th,  behind  them  ;  except  thefe,  they  have 
taken  but  few  prifoners ;  not  fo  many  as  we  took  of  theirs,  notwith- 
flanding  they  kept  the  ground. 


T  t  (NOTE 
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(NOTE      G. ) 

Not^y^othe  Copy  of  Earl  Cormvallis's  difpatch.  No.  9,  to  Lord  George  Germain^  dated 
Chapter.  Wilmington,  April  18,   1 7  8 1 . 

My  Lord, 
I  MARCHED  from  Guildford  on  the  morning  of  the  i8th  of 
March,  and  next  day  arrived  at  Bell's  (a.)  mill,  where  I  gave  the 
troops  two  days  reft,  and  procured  a  fmall  fupply  of  proviiions.  From 
thence  I  proceeded  flowly  towards  Crofs  creek,  attending  to  the  con-- 
venience  of  fubfiftence,  and  the  movement  of  our  wounded.  On  my 
way  I  iffued  the  enclofed  proclamation,  and  took  every  other  means 
in  my  power  to  reconcile  enemies,  and  to  encourage  our  friends  to 
join  us. 

From  all  my  information  I  intended  to  have  halted  at  Crofs  creek, 
as  a  proper  place  to  refrefh  and  refit  the  troops  ;  and  1  was  much  dif- 
appointed,  on  my  arrival  there,  to  find  it  totally  impoflible  :  Provi- 
fions  were  fcarce,  not  four  days  forage  within  twenty  miles,  and  to  us 
the  navigation  of  Cape-fear  river  to  Wilmington  (b.)  impradicable  ; 
for  the  diflanceby  water  is  upwards  of  one  hundred  miles,  the  breadth 
feldom  above  an  hundred  yards,  the  banks  high,  and  the  inhabitants 
on  each  fide  generally  hoflile.  Under  thefe  circumftances,  I  was  obliged 
to  continue  my  march  to  this  place,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  which 
I  arrived  on  the  7th  inflant. 

I  HAVE  been,  bufy  flnce  my  arrival  In   difpofing  of  our  fick  and 

wounded,  and  in  procuring  the  necelTary  fupplies  to  put  the  troops 

ju  a  proper  ftate  to  take  the  field.     I  am  in  daily  expe^^tation  of  feeing 

3:  the 
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the  reinforcement  from  Europe,  and  of  receiving  the  commander  inNotestothe 
chief's  dire£lions  for  the  farther  operations  of  the  campaign.  Chapter. 

Captain  Schutz  died  a'  few  days  after  the  adion,  as  we  expedled  ; 
but  I  am  forry  to  inform  (c.)  your  lordfhip,  that,  notwithflanding  the 
flattering  appearances,  and  the  afiurances  of  the  furgeons.  Colonel 
■Webfler,  (whofe  lofs  is  feverely  felt  by  me  and  the  whole  army) 
Captain  Maynard  of  the  guards,  and  Captain  Wilmoufky  and  Enfign 
de  Trott  of  the  regiment  of  Bofe,  are  fince  dead :  The  reft  of  the 
officers  are  recovering  faft,  and  many  of  the  wounded  foldiers  have 
already  joined  their  regiments. 

Major  Craig,  who  took  poffeffion  of  this  place  in  the  latter  end  of 
January,  has  conduced  himfelf  with  great  zeal  and  capacity,  having, 
with  a  very  fmall  force,  not  only  fecured  the  poft  from  all  infults,  but 
made  himfelf  xelpedtable  in  this  part  of  the  country  by  feveral  fuccefs- 
ful  excurfions. 

I  SHALT,  not  trouble  your  lordfhip  on  the  fubjeft  of  South  Carolina, 
having  diredled  Lord  Rawdon,  who  commands  on  the  frontiers,  and 
Lieutenant-colonel  Balfour,  commandant  of  Charles  town,  to  take 
every  opportunity  of  communicating  to  your  lordfhip,  as  well  as  the 
commander  in  chief,  the  ftate  of  affairs  in  that  province.  As  they  are 
both  officers  of  capacity  and  great  merit,  I  truft  that  their  condudt  will 
have  given  fatisfadtion. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

CORN  WALL  IS. 


T  t  2  Cojy 
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Notes  to  the  Copy  of  Earl  ComwaUls  s  d'lf patch,  No.  10,  to  Lord  George  Germain,  dated 
^^'lapterr  Wilmington^  April  i%,.\'j%i. 

My  Lord, 
AS  Governor  Martin  returns  to  England  by  this  opportunity,  I 
fhall  beg  leave  to  refer  your  lordfhip  to  him  for  many  particulars  rela- 
tive to  this  province :  But  I  think  it  incumbent  on  me  to  be  explicit 
to  your  Iord(hip,  as  His  Majefty's  minifter,  on  one  or  tw^o  capital 
points. 

The  principal  reafons  for  undertaking  the  winter's  campaign  were, 
the  difficulty  of  a  defenfive  war  in  South  Carolina,  and  the  hopes  that 
our  friends  in  North  Carolina,  who  were  faid  to  be  very  numerous, 
would  make  good  their  promifes  of  aiTembling  and  taking  an  adtive 
part  with  us,  in  endeavouring  to  re-eflabli(h  His  Majefty's  government. 
Our  experience  has  (hewn,  that  their  numbers  are  not  fo  great  as  had 
been  reprefented,  and  that  their  friendship  was  only  paffive,  for  we 
have  received  little  affiftance  from  them  fince  our  arrival  hi  the  pro- 
vince ;  and  although  I  gave  the  ftrongeft  and  moft  public  affurances, 
that  after  refitting  and  depofiting  our  fick  and  wounded,  I  fliould  re- 
turn to  the  upper  country,  not  above  two  hundred  have  been  prevailed 
upon  to  follow  us,  either  as  provincials  or  militia. 

This  being  the  cafe,  the  Immenfe  extent  of  this  country,  cut  with 
numberlefs  rivers  and  creeks,  and  the  total  want  of  internal  naviga- 
tion, which  renders  it  impoffible  for  our  army  to  remain  long  in  the 
heart  of  the  country,  will  make  it  very  difficult  to  reduce  this  pro- 
vince to  obedience  by  a  dire(5t  attack  upon  it, 

'  If, 
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If,  therefore,  it  fhould  appear  to  be  the  Intereft  of  Great  Brltam,  to  Notes  to  the 
maintain  what  fhe  already  poffefles,  and  to  pufh  the  war  in  the  fou-  Chapter, 
thern  provinces,  1  take  the  liberty  of  giving  it  as  my  opinion,  that  a 
ferious  attempt  upon  Virginia  would  be  the  moft  folid  plan,  becaufe 
fuccefsful  operations  might  not  only  be  attended  with  important  con- 
fequences  there,  but  would  tend  to  the  fecurity  of  South  Carolina,  and 
ultimately  to  the  fubmiffion  of  North  Carolina.  The  great  reinforce- 
ments fent  by  Virginia  to  General  Greene  whilft  General  Arnold  was 
in  the  Chefapeak,  are  convincing  proofs  that  fmall  expeditions  do  not 
frighten  that  powerful  province. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

CORN  WALL  IS. 


(NOTE      H. ) 

Copy  of  Earl  CornwalHs's  difpatch,  No»  i\,  to  Lord  George  Germain^  ■ 
dated  Wilmington,  April  2  3^   1 7  8 1 . 

My  LorC, 
I  YESTERDAY  received  an  exprefs  (a.)  by  a  fmall  velTel  from 
Charles  town,  informing  me  that  a  frigate  was  there,  but  not  then 
able  to  get  over  the  bar,  with  difpatches  from  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  no- 
tifying to  me,  that  Major-general  Phillips  had  been  difpatched  into 
the  Chefapeak  with  a  confiderable  force,  with  inftru>£tions  to  co-operate 
with  this  army,  and  to  put  himfelf  under  my  orders.  This  exprefs 
likewife  brought  me  the  difagreeable  accounts,  that  the  upper  ports  of 
South  Carolina  were  in  the  moil:  imminent  danger,  from  an  alarming 

\  ipirit 
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l^otestothe  fpirlt  of  revolc  among  many  of  the  people,  and  by  a  movement  of 
Chapter.  General  Greene's  army.  Although  the  exprefles  (b.)  that  I  lent  from 
Crofs  creek  to  inform  Lord  Rawdoii  of  the  neceflity  I  was  under  of 
coming  to  this  place,  and  to  warn  him  of  the  poflibiiity  of  fuch  an 
attempt  of  the  enemy,  had  all  mifcarried,  yet  his  lordlhip  was  lucky 
enough  to  be  apprized  of  General  Greene's  approach  at  leaft  fix  days 
before  -he  could  poffibly  reach  Camden  ;  and  I  am  therefore  ftlU  in- 
duced to  hope,  from  my  opinion  of  his  lordfhlp's  abilities,  and  the 
precautions  taken  by  him  and  Lieutenant-colonel  Balfour,  that  we 
fhall  not  be  fo  unfortunate  as  to  lofe  any  confiderable  corps. 

The  diftance  (c.)  from  hence  to  Camden,  the  want  of  forage  and 
fubfillence  on  the  greateft  part  of  the  road,  and  the  difficulty  of  paf- 
fing  the  Pedee  when  oppofed  by  an  enemy,  render  it  utterly  impoflible 
for  lAe  to  give  immediate  affiflance,  and  I  apprehend  a  pofTibility  of  the 
utmoft  hazard  to  this  little  corps,  without  the  chance  of  a  benefit  in 
the  attempt ;  for  if  we  are  fo  unlucky  as  to  fuffer  a  fevere  blow  in 
South  Carolina,  the  fpirlt  of  revolt  in  that  province  would  become. 
very  general,  and  the  numerous  rebels  in  this  province  be  encouraged 
to  be  more  than  ever  aftlve  and  violent.  This  might  enable  General 
Greene  to  hem  me  in  among  the  great  rivers,  and  by  cutting  off  our 
fubfiftence,  render  our  arms  ufelefs  ;  and  to  remain  here  for  tranfports 
to  carry  us  off,  would  be  a  work  of  time,  would  lofe  our  cavalry,  and 
be  othcrwife  as  ruinous  and  difgraceful  to  Britain  as  moft  events  could 
be.  I  have,  therefore,  under  fo  many  embarraffing  circumftances, 
(but  looking  upon  Charles  town  as  fafe  from  any  immediate  attack 
from  the  rebels)  refolved  to  take  advantage  of  General  Greene's  having 
left  the  back  part  of  Virginia  open,  and  march  immediately  into  that 
province,  to  attempt  a  junction  with  General  Phillips, 

I   HAVE 
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I  HAVE  more  readily  decided  upon  this  meafure,  becaufe  if  General  Notes  to  the 
Greene  fails  in  the  objed  of  his  march,  his  retreat  will  relieve  South    Chapter. 
Carolina;  and  my  force  being  very  iufufficient  for  offenfive  operations 
in  this  province,  may  be  employed  ufefully  in  Virginia,  in  conjun(5lion 
with  the  corps  under  the  command  of  General  Phillips. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

CORN  WALL  IS. 


(NOTE      L ) 

TLarl  Cornwallh  to   Sir  Henry  Clinton,  K.  B.  dated  Wilmingtoriy 
jipril  24,   1 781, 

S  I  R, 

I  HAVE  reflected  very  ferioufly  on  the  fubjedl  of  my  attempt  to 
march  into  Virginia,  and  have,  in  confequence,  written  a  letter  to 
Major-general  Phillips,  of  which  I  have  the  honour  to  enclofe  a  copy 
to  your  excellency.  I  have,  likewife,  direfted  Lieutenant-colonel  Bal- 
four to  fend  tranfports  and  provifions  to  this  port,  in  cafe  I  fiiould  find 
the  jundion  with  Major-general  Phillips  inexpedient  or  impradlicable, 
and  that  I  (hould  have  the  mortification  of  feeing  that  there  is  no 
other  method,  of  conveying  His  Majefty's  troops  to  South  Carolina 
without,  the  moft  evident  danger  of  being  loft. 

Lhave  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

GORN.WALLIS. 


(NOTE 
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Notestothe  (NOTE        K.  ) 

Fifth 
Chapter.    - 

ExtraSi From  Lord  Raw  don  to  Earl  Comwallh,  dated  May  24,  1 78 1 . 

LIEUTENANT-COLONEL  Balfour  was  fo  good  as  to  meet  mc 
at  Nelfon's.  He  took  this  meafure,  thnt  he  might  reprefent  his  cir- 
cumftances  to  me.  He  ftated,  that  the  revolt  was  univerfal,  and  that 
from  the  little  reafon  to  apprehend  this  ferious  invafion,  the  old  works 
of  Charles  town  had  been  in  part  levelled,  to  make  way  for  new  ones, 
which  were  not  yet  conftrudted ;  that  its  garrifon  was  inadequate  to 
oppofe  any  force  of  confequence  ;  and  that  the  defeftion  of  the  town's 
people  fliewed  itfelf  in  a  thoufand  infitances.  I  agreed  with  him  in  the 
conclufion  to  be  drawn  from  thence,  that  any  misfortune  happening  to 
my  corps  might  entail  the  lofs  of  the  province. 


(NOTE      L. ) 


Copy  of  Earl  CornwaUis' s^  letter  to  Major-general  Phillips ^    dated 
Wilmington y  April  z^,  1781. 

Dear  PmLLiPs, 

MY  (ituation  here  is  very  diflreffing  :  Greene  took  the  advantage 
>of  my  being  obliged  to  come  to  this  place,  and  has  marched  to  South 
■Carolina.  My  expreiTes  to  Lord  Rawdon,  on  my  leaving  Crofs  creek, 
warning  him  of  the  pofllbility  of  fuch  a  movement,  have  all  failed  ; 
mountaineers  and  militia  have  poured  into  the  back  part  of  that  pro- 
vince, and  I  much  fear  that  Lord  Ravvdon's  pofts  will  be  fo  diftant  from 
each  other,  and  his  troops  fo  fcattered,  as  to  put  him  into  the  greateft 

danger 
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danger  of  being  beat  In  detail,  and  that  the  worfl  of  confequences  may  Notes  to  the 

^  i>  '  .  .  Fifth 

happen  to  moft  of  the  troops  out  of  Cliarks  town.     By  a  dircd  move    Chapter. 

towards  Camden,  I  cannot  get  time  enough  to  relieve  Lord  Rawdon  ; 
and,  fiiould  he  have  fallen,  my  army  would  be  expofed  to  the  utmoft 
danger  from  the  great  rivers  I  fliould  have  to  pafs,  the  exhaufled  flate 
of  the  country,  the  numerous  militia,  the  almofl-univerfal  fpirit  of 
revolt  which  prevails  in  South  Carolina,  and  the  ftrength  of  Greene's 
iirmy,  whofe  continentals  alone  are  at  leafh  as  numerous  as  I  am ;  and  I 
could  be  of  no  ufe  on  my  arrival  at  Charles  town,  there  being  nothing 
to  iipprehend  at  prefent  for  that  pofl ;  I  fliall,  therefore,  immediately 
march  \ip  the  country  by  Duplin  court  lioufe,  pointing  towards  Hillf- 
borough,  In  hopes  to  withdraw  Greene  ;  if  that  ftiould  not  fucceed,  I 
fhould  be  much  tempted  to  form  a  jun£lion  with  you.  The  attempt  Is 
exceedingly  hazardous,  and  many  unforcfeen  difficulties  may  render  It 
totally  Impradlicable,  fo  that  you  mufl  not  take  any  fteps  that  may  ex- 
pofe  your  army  to  the  danger  of  being  ruined  :  I  fliall  march  to  the 
loweft  ford  of  the  Roanoke,  which,  I  am  Informed,  Is  about  twenty 
miles  above  Taylor's  ferry.  Send  every  poflible  Intelligence  to  me  by 
the  cypher  I  enclofe,  and  make  every  movement  in  your  power  to  faci- 
litate our  meeting;  (which  muft  be  fomewhere  near  Peterfburg)  with 
fafety  to  your  own  army  :  I  mention  the  loweft  ford,  becaufe  in  a  hof- 
tile  country  ferries  cannot  be  depended  upon  ;  but  if  I  fliould  decide  on 
the  meafure  of  endeavouring  to  come  to  you,  I  fliall  try  to  furprife  the 
boats  at  fome  of  the  ferries,  from  Halifax,  upwards. 

I  am,  &c, 

CORNWALLIS. 


U  u  (NOTE 
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U  otes  to  the  V.  ' 

Fifth 

*^'^'^'        Cofjr. — From  Earl  CornwaUis  to  Lieutenanf-tyolonel  Tarktoriy  dated^ 
Nahunta  creeki  May  ^^  1781. 
• 

^     Dear  Tarleton, 

YOU  mull  be  fenfible  that,  in  the  prefent  inftance,  I  put  the 
greatefl  confidence  in  you.  I  truft  to  your  dlfcretion  my  honour  and 
future  happinefs.  I  am  convinced  you  will  be  on  your  guard  againfi 
the  fauguine  opinions  of  friends  and  your  own  prejudices^.  Above  all 
things,  attend  to  dates,  and  diftinguilh  between  is  and  has  been.  You 
will  read  my  letter.  Send  as  many  mefl'ages  or  notes  as  you  can  ;  but 
all  conveyed  in  the  fame  cautious  language.  I  confide  in  the  corre£t- 
nefs  of  your  report  as  to  the  prafticability  of  paffing,  and  the  certainty 
of  a  fpeedy  communication  with  Phillips  :  If  it  won't  do,  take  care  not 
to  ftay  too  long. 

Yours  very  fincerely, 

CORNWALLIS. 

My  letters  to  Phillips  are  in  the  new  cypher ;  he  has  not  the  old  one. 

Copy.  — From  Earl  CornwaUis  to  Lieutenant- colonel  'Tarleton,  dated 
Nahunta  creek,  ^th  May,  1781. 

^  IF  Cob's  mill  can  grind  fifteen  hundred  weight  in  twenty- four 
hours,  and  if  it  appears  by  your  information  that  General  Phillips  is 
certainly  within  reach  of  joining,  you  may  go  on  to  Halifax  to  fecure 

a  paffage, 
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a  paffige,  reporting  to  me  the  flate  of  things,  to  direft  the  movements  Notes  to  the 

Fifth 

of  the  Infantry  :  Forward  the  enclofed  by  different  hands.  Chapter. 

Faithfully  yours, 

CORNWALLIS. 


Copy.  —  From  Earl  CornwaU'n  to  Lieutenant-colonel  T'arleton,  dated  camp 
at  Croweir^  plantation f  near  Tarr  river,  Zth  May,  1781. 

(fl*     Dear  Tarleton, 

I  CANNOT  venture  to  pafs  the  Roanoke  without  fome  certain  in- 
formation  of  Phillips,  or  of  the  ftate  of  things  in  Virginia.     You 

will  read  and  forward  the  enclofed  letter :  Not  having  been  able  to 
mount  the  light  company  of  the  guards,  T  think  they  would  only  em- 
barrafs  you.  You  may  ftay  two  or  three  days  at  Halifax,  if  you  think 
it  fafe  :  If  in  that  time  you  hear  any  certain  or  favourable  news  of 
Phillips,  let  me  know  it,  and  I  will  move  forward  immediately ;  if  not, 
return  by  whatever  route  you  pleafe,  and  join  me  near  Cob's  or  Viva- 
ret's  (a.)  mill,  fixing  every  poffible  channel  of  intelligence  at  any  price. 

I  UNDERSTAND  that  General  Butler  is  at  Wake  court  houfe  with  a 
few  militia.  Our  accounts  of  Lord  Rawdou's  fuccefs  continue  to  be 
confirmed,  (b.) 

Faithfully  yours, 

CORNWALLIS, 

I  LOOK  northward,  if  poffible.  .    . 

Uu2  (NOTE 
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(  N  O  T  E      N.  ) 

Notes  to  the  CoJ>y.  —  From  Earl  Cornwallis  to  Major-general  PhlUips^  dated  camp  on 

Fifth  ^ 

Chapter.  "Tarr  river,  %th  May,   1781. 

^     Dear  Phillips, 

L  CAN  learn  no  fatisfaftory  accounts  of  you.:  Some  fay  that  you 
are  emb.arked ;  others,  that  you  have  paffed  James  river.  I  have  in- 
telligence, almofl  amounting  to  a  (a.)  certainty,  that  Lord  Rawdoii 
has  beat  Greene  at  Camden,  and  confequently  South  Carolina  is  fafe  : 
Still  I  wifh  to  join  you  ;  but  as  many  circumftances  may  happen 
which  may  prevent  my  ftaying  long  enough  in  this  country  to  get  fuf- 
ficient  information  of  you,  you  muft  take  no  fleps  with  that  view  that 
may  hazard  the  fafety  of  your  own  army.  Let  me  hear  from  you- by 
every  poflible  opportunity. 

Yours  fincerely, 

CORNWALLIS, 

C&py.  —  From  Earl  Cornwallh  to  Lieutenant- colonel  Tar le ton,  dated 
CrowelPs  plant ation^  May  8,   1781,  eight  P,  M. 

*S*     Dear.  Tarleton,  . 

I  HAVE  juft  received  yours  of  thisr  date  with  much  more  fa- 
tisfaftion  than  that  of  yefterday.  The  light  company  of  the  guards 
(b.)  fhall  proceed,  immediately  ;  I  will  follow  as  faft  as  poffible  :  Yoa 
will  of  courfe  fecure  the  oppofite  bank  when  Sutherland  arrives. 

I  am,  very  fincerely,  yours, 

CORNWALLIS. 

(NOTE 
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(NOTE      O.  ) 

Mxtradi.  —  From   Earl  Cornwallh  to   Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleion,  dated  Notes  to  tKe 

Fifth 

Jones' plantation.  May  I  ^th,  i']%i,  five  P.  M.  Chapter. 

ftt*  I  AM  making  airpoflible  expedition,  and  hope  to  be  at  Not- 
toway on  Friday  evening.  I  would  have  you  proceed  to-morrow  to  the 
Nottoway,  and  remain  near  Simcoe's  infantry.  Arnold  is  ordered  to' 
march- immediately- to  meet  me  on  the  Nottoway.  Wayne's  having' 
joined  La  Fayette,  makes  me  rather  uneafy  for  Arnold  until  we  join. 
If  you  (hould  hear  of  any  movement  of  the  enemy  in  force  to  difturb' 
Arnold's  march,  you  will  give  him  every  affiflance  in  your  power. 


(  N  O  T  E      P.  ) 

ExtraBi. —  From  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  K.  B.  to  Lord  George  Germmn,  dated 
New  Tork,  May  iStb,  1781. 

My  Lord, 
LAM  happy  in  being  able  to  congratulate  your  lordflilp  on  the  very 
important  fuccefs  which  the  King's  troops  in  Virginia  have  had  oil  their 
late  expedition  to  Peteriburg,  &c.  (as  defcribed  in  Brigadier-general 
Arnold!s  letter)  which  muft  ultimately  be  produdive  of  the  very  beft 
confequences  to  His  Majefty*s  fervice,  as  it  is  credibly  reported  that  the 
greateft  part  of  the  tobacco  collected  there  was  French  ^property,  and 
almoft  their  entire  amiual  remittance,  . 

ExtraH, 


^34  CAMPAIGNS    OF     1780     AND     1781     IN     THE 

Notes  to  the  ExtraSl.  —  From  Brigadier-general  Arnold  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton, 

Fifth 
Chapter. 

Peterfburg,  May  12,   1 78 1, 

'I  A  M  extremely  forry  to  inform  your  excellency,  that  Major-gene- 
ral Phillips  is  reduced  fo  low  by  a  fever,  which  feized  him  on  the  2d 
^inftant,  that  he  is  incapable  of  bufinefs,  and  the  phylicians  are  not 
without  fears  for  his  fafety.  In  this  fituation,  I  think  it  my  duty  to 
tranfmit  to  your  excellency,  by  exprefs,  a  detail  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  army  under  the  orders  of  Major  general  Phillips,  fmce  they  left 
-Portfmouth,  which  his  indifpofition  prevented  him  from  doing  as  he 
intended. 

On  the  18th  of  April,  the  light  infantry,  part  of  the  76th  and 
"80th  regiments,  the  Queen's  rangers,  yagers,  and  American  legion, 
embarked  at  Portfmouth,  and  fell  down  to  Hampton  road  :  on  the 
19th,  proceeded  up  James  river  to  Burwell's  ferry  ;  on  the  20th, 
Lieutenant-colonel  Abercrombie,  with  the  light  infantry,  proceeded 
up  the  Chickahomany  in  boats ;  Liexitenant-cdlonel  Simcoc,  with  a 
detachment,  to  York ;  Lieutenant- colonel  Dundafs,  with  another  de- 
tachment, landed  at  the  mouth  of  the  Chickahomany  ;  and  Major-ge- 
neral Phillips  and  myfelf  landed  with  part  of  the  army  at  Williamf- 
burgh,  where  about  five  hundred  militia  were  ported,  who  retired  upon 
our  approach.  The  militia  at  York  crofled  the  river  before  the  arrival 
of  Lieutenant-colondl  "Simcoe,  who  made  a  few  priloners,  fplked  and 
deftroyed  fome  cannon,  and  next  day  returned  to  Willlamfburgh. 

On  the  22d,  the  troops  marched  to  Chickahomany.     We  were  met 
on  the  road,  five  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  river,  by  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Dundafs  with  his  detachment :  This  evening  the  troops,  ca- 
I  valry, 
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valry,  artillery,  &c.  were  re-embarked.     The  next  morning  we  were  Notes  to  the 
joined   by  Lieutenant-colonel  Abercrombie  with   the  light  infantry,   Chapter. 
who  had  been  ten  or  twelve  miles  up  the  Chickahomany,  and  deftroyed 
feveral  armed  fliips,  the  Hate  fliip  yards,  warehoufes,  &c.  &c. 

At  ten  o'clock  the  fleet  weighed,  and  proceeded  up  the  James  river 
within  four  miles  of  Weflover. 


The  24th,  weighed  anchor  at  eleven  o'clock,  and  run  up  to  City 
points,  where  the  troops,  &c.  were  all  lauded  at  fix. o'clock  in  the. 
evening. 

The  25th,  marched  at  ten  o'clock  for  Petersburg,  where  we  arrived 
about  five  o'clock  P.  M.  We  were  oppofed  about  one  mile  from  town 
by  a  body  of  militia,  under  the  orders  of  Brigadier-general  Muhlen- 
burg,  fuppofed  to  be  about  one  thoufand  men,  who  were  foon  obliged 
to  retire  over  the  bridge  with  the  lofs  of  near  one  hundred  men  killed 
and  wounded,  as  we  have  lince  been  informed  ;  our  lofs  only  one  man 
killed,  and  ten  wounded.  The  enemy  took,  up  the  bridge,  which  pre- 
vented our  purfuing  them. 

26th,  Destroyed  at  Peterfburg  four  thoufand  hogfheads  of  to- 
.bacco,  one  fhip,  and  a  number  of  fmall  veffels  on  the  flocks  and  in  the 
river. 

27th,  Major-general  Phillips,  with  the  light  infantry,  part  of 
the  cavalry  of  the  Queen's  rangers,  and  part  of  the  yagers,  marched 
to  Cherterfield  court  houfe,  where  they  burnt  a  range  of  barracks  for 
two  thoufand  men,  and.  three  hundred  barrels  of  flour,  &c. 

The 
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Noicstotlie       The  fame  dav  I  nmrched  to  OlLorn's,  with  the  76th  atid  80th  re- 

fifth  ■  .... 

Chapter,    gimeuts,  Queeii's  .rangers,  part  of  tne  yagers,  and  American  legion, 

jvhere  we  arrived  about  noon.  Finding  the  enemy  had  very  confide- 
rablc  force  of  fliips  four  miles  above  Olborn's,  drawn  up  in  a  line  to 
oppofe  us,  1  fent  a  flng  to  the  commodore,  propofing  to  treat  with  him 
for  the  fur  render  of 'his  fleet,  which  he  refufed,  with  this  anfwer^ 
"  That  lie  was  determined  to  defend  it  to  the  lafl  extremity."  I  im- 
mediatel}'  ordered  down  two  fix  and  two  three-pounders,  brafs  field 
pieces,  to  a  bank  of  the  river,  nearly  level  with  the  water,  and  withia 
one  hundred  yards  of  the  Tempefl,  a  twenty-gun  ftate  fliip,  which 
began  immediately  to  fire  upon  us,  as  did  the  Renown,  of  twenty-fix 
guns,  the  JefFerfon,  a  ftate  brigantine  of  fourteen  guns,  and  feveral 
other  armed  fhips  and  brigautines  ;  about  two  or  three  hundred  militia 
on  the  oppofite  fhore  at  the  fame  time  kept  up  a  heavy  fire  of  mulketry 
upon  us  :  Notwithftanding  which,  the  fire  of  the  artillery,  under  the 
dirediou  of  Captain  Fage  and  Lieutenant  Rogers,  took  fuch  place, 
that  the  fliips  were  foon  obliged  to  ftrike  their  colours,  and  the  militia 
.<lrove  from  the  oppofite  fhore.  Want  of  boats,  and  the  wind  blow- 
ing hard,  prevented  our  capturing  many  of  the  feamen,  who  took  to 
their  boats,  and  efcaped  on  fliore ;  but  not  without  firft  fcuttling  and 
ietting  fire  to  fome  of  their  fhips,  which  could  not  be  faved. 

Two  fhips,  three  brigantines,  five  Hoops,  and  two  fchooners,  loaded 
with  tobacco,  cordage,  flour,  &c.  fell  into  our  hands. 

Four  fhips,  five  brigantines,  and  a  number  of  fmall  vefiels,  were 
iunk  and  burnt :  On  board  the  whole  fleet  (none  of  which  efcaped) 
were  taken  and  deflroyed  about  two  thoufand  hogfheads  of  tobacco, 
&c.  &c.,  aiid  very  fortunately  we  had  not  a  man  killed  or  wounded 
this  day ;  but  have  reafon  to  believe  the  enemy  fufFered  confiderably. 

About 
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About  five  o'clock  we  were  joined  by  Major-general  Phillips  with  the  Notes  to  the 

Fifth 

light  infantry,  Chaptei.. 


.  28th,  The  troops  remained  at  Ofborn's,  waiting  for  boats  from  the 
fleet ;  part  of  them  were  employed  in  fecuringthe  prizes,  and  carrying 
them  to  Oiborn's  as  a  place  of  fafety. 

29th,  The  boats  having  arrived,  the  troops  were  put  in  motion. 
Major-general  Phillips  marched  with  the  main  body  ;  at  the  fame  time 
I  proceeded  up  the  river  with  a  detachment  in  boats,  and  met  him  be- 
tween Cary's  niills  and  Warwick. 

30th,  The  troops  marched  to  Manchefter,  and  deftroyed  twelve 
hundred  hogflieads  of  tobacco.  The  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  having  ar* 
rived  with  his  army  at  Richmond,  oppofite  to  Manchefter,  the  day  be- 
fore, and  being  joined  by  the  militia  drove  from  Peterfburg  and  Wil- 
liamfburgh,  they  were  fpe£tators  of  the  conflagration  without  attempt- 
ing to  moleft  us.  The  fame  evening  we  returned  to  Warwick,  where 
we  defl:royed  a  magazine  of  five  hundred  barrels  of  flour,  and  Colonel 
Cary's  fine  mills  were  deflroyed  in  burning  the  magazine  of  flour. 
We  alfo  burnt  feveral  warehoufes,  with  one  hundred  and  fifty  hogf- 
heads  of  tobacco,  a  large  fhip  and  a  brigantine  afloat,  and  three  veflels 
on  the  ftocks,  a  large  range  of  public  rope  walks  and  ftorehoufes,  and 
feme  tan  and  bark  houfes  full  of  hides  and  bark. 

May  ifl:,  marched  to  Ofljorn's,  and  difpatched  our  prizes  and  boats 
doWn  th6  river ;  and  in  the  evening  marched  to  Bermuda  hundreds, 
oppofite  City  point. 

X  X  Mav 
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Notes  to  the      May  zd,  embarked  the  troops,  &c.  &c. 


Fifth 
Chapter. 


May  3d,  fell  down  the  river  to  Weftover, 

May  4th,  proceeded  down  to  Tappahannock.  i 

5th  and  6th,  Part  of  the  fleet  fell  down  to  Hog  ifland. 

7th,  Major-general  Phillips  having  received  a  letter  from  Lord- 
Cornwallis,  orders  were  given  for  the  fleet  to  return  up  the  river  again. 
We  arrived  at  Brandon  about  five  o'clock,  and  moft  of  the  troops,  ca-.. 
valry,  &c.  were  landed  this  evening,  though  it  blew  a  gale  of  wind. 

May  8th,  remained  at  Brandon.  Major-general  Phillips  being  very- 
ill,  and  unable  to  travel  on  horfeback,  a  poftchaife  was  procured  for  him. 

May  9th,  the  light  infantry,  and  part  of  the  Queen's  rangers,  in 
boats,  were  ordered,  with  the  Formidable  and  Spitfire,  to  proceed  to 
City  point,  and  land  there.  The  reil  of  the  army  were  put  in  motion 
for  Peterlburg,  where  they  arrived  late  in  the  night,  having  marched 
near  thirty  miles  this  day. 

On  our  leaving  Bermuda  hundred,  and  going  down  the  river,  the 
Marquis  de  la  Fayette  with  his  army  moved  towards  Williamfburgh,, 
and,  by  forced  marches,  had  croffed  the  Chickahomany  at  Long  bridge, 
when  our  fleet  returned  to  Brandon ;  which  retrograde  m.otioa  of  ours 
occafioned  him  to  return  as  rapidly,  by  forced  marches,  to  Ofljorn's,, 
where  he  arrived  the  8th,  and  was  preparing  to  crofs  the  river  to  Pe- 
terfburg  when  we  arrived  there,  which  was  fo  unexpected,  that  we  fur- 

prifed 
3 
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prifed  and  took  two  majors,  (one  of  them  aid- de-camp  to  Baron  Steu- Notes  to  the 

Fifth 

■bens,  the  other  to  General  Smallwood)  j  one  captaui  and  three  heute-    Chapter, 
nants  of  dragoons  ;  two  lieutenants  of  foot;  a  commiflary,  and  a  fur- 
geon  :  Some  of  thefe  gentlemen  arrived  only  two  hours  before  us,  with 
an  intention  of  coUedling  the  boats  for  the  marquis  to  crofs  liis  army. 

On  the  loth,  the  marquis  made  his  appearance  on  the  oppofite  fide 
of  the  river  with  a  ftrong  efcort,  and,  having  ftaid  fometime  to  recon- 
noitre our  army,  returned  to  his  camp  at  O{born's ;  and  we  are  this  day  ^ 
informed  he  is  marched  to  Richmond,  where  it  is  faid  Wayne,  with 
the  Pennfylvania  line,  has  arrived  :  This  is,  however,  uncertain  ;  but 
he  is  certainly  expedled  there. 

An  exprefs  paffed  through  this  place  the  day  before  our  arrival  here, 
who  left  Halifax  on  the  7th,  and  informed,  that  the  advance  of  Lord 
Cornwaliis'  arrived  there  that  morning  :  This  report  we  have  from  fe- 
veral  quarters,  and  I  am  inclined  to  believe  it  is  true.  Several  ex- 
preffes  have  been  fent  to  his  lordfhip,  informing  him  of  our  being  here 
ready  to  co-operate  with  his  lordfhip.  We  are  in  anxious  expectation 
of  having  particular  intelligence  from  him  every  minute. 

As  foon  as  it  is  reduced  to  a  certainty  that  Lord  Cornwaliis  has 
croffed  the  Roanoke,  and  is  on  his  march  for  this  place,  the  army  will 
advance  one  or  two-days  march  from  hence  to  meet  his  lordfhip,  and 
carry  a  fupply  of  provifions  for  his  army. 

A  CONSIDERABLE  magazine  of  flour  and  bread  has  fallen  into  our 
hands  near  this  place,  and  the  country  abounds  with  cattle. 

X  x  a  Major- 
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Notes  to  the  Major-general  PhiUips  is  fo  weak  and  low,  that  it  will  be  fome 
Chapter,  confiderable  time  before  he  can  go  through  the  fiitigiie  of  bufinefs.  la 
this  critical  fituation,  I  am  happy  to  have  the  affiftance  of  fo  manj 
good  and  experienced  oiScers  with  me,  commanding  corps..  If  joined 
by  Lord-  Cornwallis,  or  the  reinforcement  faid  to  be  coming  from- 
New  York,  we  fhall  be  in  force  to  operate  as  we  pleafe  in  Virginia  or 
Maryland. 

I;  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c, 

B.      ARNOLD;. 


(NOTE      Q;^) 

Earl  Cornwallh  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  K.  B.  dated  Peterjburg^  im 
Virginia,  zoth  May,   17,81. 

S  I  R, 
YOU  will  eafily  conceive  how  fenfible  an  afflidloa  it  was  to  me,  on 
entering  this  province,  to  receive  an  account  of  the  death  of  my  friend. 
General  Phillips,    whofe  lofs  I  cannot  fufficiently  lament,  from  per- 
fonal  or  public  confiderations. 

The  corps  which  I  brought  from  North  Carolina  arrived  here  this 
morning.  The  information  conveyed  by  your  excellency  to  General 
Arnold,  relative  to  the  probable  movements  of  the  French  armament, 
reftrains  me  at  prefent  from  any  material  offenfive  operations ;  but  as 
foon  as  I  can  hear  any  fatisfadtory  accounts  of  the  two  fleets,  I  will 
endeavour  to  xnake  the  beft  ufe  in  my  power  of  the  troops  under  my 

4,  command. 
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eommand  Geijeral  Arnold  being  of  opinion  that  Portfmouth,  with  Notes  to  the 
its  prefent  garriion,  i§  fecure  agamlt  a  coup  de  main,  I  would  wifh  to  Ckiptd, 
avoid  making  a  precipitate  movement  towards  that  place,  without  ab- 
folute  neceffity,  becaufe  it  would  leffen  our  reputation  in  this  province  : 
But  1  have  fent  to  afllire  the  commanding  officer,  that  1  will  do  every 
thing  I  can  to  relieve  him,  in  cafe  the  French  fliouid  attack  the  poft. 
La  Fayette  is  at  V/iltown,  on  the.  other  fide  of  James  river,  not  far 
from  Richmond  :  I  have  not  heard  that  Wayne  has  yet  joined  him. 

It  is  with  infinite-  fatisfaftion  that  I  enclofe  to  your  excellency  co- 
pies of  two  letters  from  Lord  Rawdon,  which  has  relieved  me  from 
the  moft  cruel  anxieties.  His  lordfhip's  great  abilities,  courage,  and 
firmnefs  of  mind,  cannot  be  fufficlently  admired  and  applauded.  There 
is  now  great  reafon  to  hope  that  vi^e  fhall  meet  with  no  ferious  misfor- 
tune in  that  province  ;  if,  however^  General  Greene  fhould  perfevere 
in  carrying  on  offenfive  operations  againfl:  it,  we  muft,  I  think,  aban-- 
don  Carnden,  and  probably  Ninety  Six,  and  limit  our  defence  to  the 
Gongarce  and  the  Santee  :  This  will  be  only  giving  up  two  bad  ports, 
which  it  is  difficult  to  fupply  with  provifions,  and  quitting,  a  part 
of  the  country,  which,  for  fome  months  pafl,  we  have  not  really^ 
poffefl'ed. 

I  HAVE  ta!cen  every  means  to  inform  Major  Craig  of  my  having 
pafled  the  Roanoke;  on  which  event,- it  was  previoufly  concerted 
between  us,  that  he  (hbuld  fall  down  to  Bald  head,  and  from  thence- 
proceed  to  Charles  town  as  foon  as  tranfports  arrive  to  carry  him. 

The  legion  being  in  the  utmoft  diftrefs  for  want  of  arms,  cloath- 
ing,  boots,  and,  indeed,  appointments  of  all  kinds,  I  muft  beg  that 

your 
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Notes  to  the  your  excelleiicy  will  be  pleafed  to  direft  the  infpedlor  general  to  forward 
Chapter,    a  fupply  of  every  article  with  the  greateft  difpatch, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

CORNWALLIS, 


(NOTE      R.) 

■  Copy.  —  From  Earl  Cornwallis  to   Lieutenant-colonel  Tarhton,  dated' 
Bird' s  plantation.  May  i^,   1781. 

^    Dear  Tarleton, 

THE  fwimming  has  fucceeded  very  well,  notwithflanding  the  high 
wind  ;  the  waggons  are  the  moft  tedious  part  of  the  bufinefs.  I  truft, 
'however,  that  every  thing  will  be -ready  for  your  paffing  early  to-mor- 
row morning  :  In  the  mean  time,  you  will  patrole  towards  the  Appa- 
mattox,  and  do  every  thing  you  can  to  procure  intelligence.  You  may 
Venture  to  fwim  all  your  horfes,  except  the  very  beft.  I  have  ordered 
the  43d  regiment  to  land  at  Brandon's  to-morrow  morning,  and  march 
to  Mead's  to  join  the  army :  Should  you  hear  of  any  thing  material, 
^you  will  communicate  it  to  Major  Fergufon. 

Yours,  very  fincerely, 

CORNWALLIS.' 


(NOTE 
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(NOTE      S.  ), 

Copy.  —  From   Earl  Cornwallis  to   Sir  Henry  Clinton,   K.  B'.   dated    Notes  to  tiie 
Byrd^  plantation^  north  of  James  river,  zSthofMay,   1781.  ehapt«rr 

THE  arrival  of  the  reinforcement  has  made  me  eafy  about  Portf- 
mouth  for  the  prefent.  I  have  fent  General  Leflie  thither  with  the 
1 7th  regiment  and  the  two  battalions  of  Anfpach,  keeping  the  43d 
with  the  army.  I  fhall  now  proceed  to  diflodge  La  Fayette  from 
Richmond,  and  with  my  light  troops  to  deflroy  any  magazines  or 
flores  in  the  neighbourhood  which  may  have  been  collected  either  for 
his  ufc  or  for  General  Greene's  army.  From  thence  I  purpofe  to  move 
to  the  neck  at  Williamlburgh,  which  is  reprefented  as  healthy,  and 
where  fome  fubfiftence  may  be  procured,  and  keep  myfelf  unengaged 
from  operations  which  might- interfere  with  your  plan  for  the  cam~ 
paign  until  I  have  the  fatisfadlion  of  hearing  from  you  ;  I  hope  I  fhall- 
then  have  an  opportunity  to  receive  better  information  than  has  hi-* 
therto  been'  in  my  power  to  procure,  relative  to  a  proper  harbour  and 
place  of  arms.  At  prefent  I  am  inclined  to  think  well  of  York.- 
The  objedtions  to  Portfmouth  are,  that  it  cannot  be  made  ftrong  with-*: 
out  an  army  to  defend  it ;'  that  it  is  remarkably  unhealthy,  and  can; 
give  no  protection  to  a  Ihip  of  the  line.  Wayne  has  not  yet  jomed  La. 
Fayette  ;  nor  can  I  pofitively  learn  where  he  is,  nor  what  is  his  force.j 
Greene's  cavalry  are  faid  to^  he  cojuing  this  way  ;  but  I  have  no  certaiii> 
accounts  of  it.  .'.'-.ijv-; 


(NOTE 
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(  NOTE      T.  ) 

Notes  to  ths  Cobv.  -^  From  Earl  ContwaU'is  to  hkutenant-cohnel  Tarleton,  dated  camh 
Fifth  ■'^  ^  ^ 

Chapter.  £!t  Jejferfoii  s,  June  ^tb,   17S1. 

^    Dear  Tarletgn, 

YOU  will  proceed  with  the  detachment  of  cavalry  and  mounted 

infantry  under  your  command  before  daybreak  to-morrow  morning  to 

Old  Albemarle,  court  houfe,  where  you  will  deftroy  xiny  ftores  you 

may  find.     If  you  then  hear  of  no  other  flores  of  any  confe'quence  oil 

this  fide  the  Fluvanna,  and  that  Baron  Steuben  iliould  be  iliJl  on  the 

other  fide,  you  will  crofa:that  river,  and  make  it  your  principal' objetfl 

to  ftrike  a  blow  at  Baron  Steuben.     As  the  corps  under  his  command 

x:onfifls  of  part  of  the  new  levies^  and  is  the  foundation  on  which  the 

body  of  elghteen-xnonths  men  lately  voted  by  the  province  in  Virginia 

will  be  formed,  it  will  be  of  the  utinoft  importance  to  defeat  and  dif- 

perfe  it;  I  Ihcnxld  therefore  wifli  you  to  take  every  means  in  your 

power  of  effedling  this  lervice,  if  you  fliould  fee  a  probability  of  fuc- 

cefs.     I  likewife  recommend  it  to  you,  to  deftroy  all  the  enemy's  ftores 

and  tobacco  between  James  river  and  the  Dan ;  and  if  there  fhould  be 

Z  quantity  ^f  provifions  or  corn  colle6ted  at  a  private  houfe,  I  would 

have  you  deftroy  it,  even  although  there  (hould  be  no  proof  of  its 

being  intended  for  the  public  fervice,  leaving  enough  for  the  fupport 

of  the  family ;  as  there  is  the  greateft:  reafon  to  apprehend  that  fuch 

provifions  will  be  ultimately  appropriated  by  the  enemy  to  the  ufe  of 

General  Greene's  army,  which,  from  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  Caro- 

linas,  muft:  depend  on  this  province  for  its  fupplies. 

I  SHALL 
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I  SHALL  proceed  by  eafy  marches  to  Richmond  ;  and  it  will  proba-  Notes  to  the 
blj  be  a  bufinefs  of  eight  or  nine  days  from  this  time  before  I  can  get  Chapter. 
up  my  boats  to  that  place  to  receive  you  ;  {o  that  you  may  very  well 
employ  that  time  on  your  expedition.  As  it  is  very  probable  that 
Ibme  of  the  light  troops  of  General  Greene's  army  may  be  on  their 
march  to  this  country,  you  will  do  all  you  can  to  procure  intelligence 
of  their  route.  I  need  not  tell  you  of  what  importance  it  will  be  to 
intercept  them,  or  any  prifoners  of  ours  from  South  Carolina. 

I  WOULD  have  (a.)  all  perfons  of  confequence,  either  civil  or  mili- 
tary, brought  to  me  before  they  are  paroled.  Moft  fincerely  wifhing 
you  fuccefs,  and  placing  the  greateft  confidence  in  your  zeal  and  abili- 
ties, I  am,  with  great  truth  and  regard, 

Dear  Tarleton, 

Moft  faithfully  yours, 

CORNWALLIS. 


(NOTE      V. ) 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  to  Earl  Cornwallis,  which 
fell  into  the  enemy s  hands,  and  was  publijhed  by  them,  dated  Colonel 
Adam^ s  plantation,  June  13,   1781,  half faji four  P .  M. 

My  Lord, 
I  BELIEVE  that  La  Fayette  paffed  the  South  Anna,  or  Pamun- 
key,  this  morning,  for  the  Mountain  road,  at  Bird's  ordinary.  He 
lay  at  Bird's  mill  yefterday  evening.  I  have  been  on  the  Three- 
notched  road  all  day ;  I  have  left  it  for  this  place  for  the  benefit  of 
forage  and  communication  with  your  lordfliip :  I  fhall  ftrike  it  again 

Y  y  to-morro\T 
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Notes  to  the  to-moiTow  morning,  and  go  by  Napier's  to  Pier's  mill.     I  cannot  yet 
Chapto-.     learn  what  water  it  ftands  on.     La  Fayette's  defign  is  to  follow.     I 
will  immediately  inform  your  lordfhip   if  he  does  not  keep  a  proper 
diftance  ;  any  detachment  1  fhall  ftrike  at. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

B  A  N.    T  A  R  L  E  T  O  N. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  an  aid-de-camp  of  Lieutenant-general  Earl  Cornwallls 
to  Lieutenant-colonel  'Tarleton,  dated  head- quarters,  June  14,  1781* 

^  Dear  Tarleton, 
LORD  Cornwallls  propofes  moving  (a.)  to-morrow  to  Weftham, 
and  defires  you  will  take  poft  either  at  the  fork  of  Pounce's  trad  and 
the  Three-notched  road,  or  nearer  to  Wefiham,  as  convenient  to  you  ; 
that  you  will  fend  out  diftant  patroles  ;  and  that  you  will  order  Pier's 
mill  to  continue  grinding,  and  to  preferve  the  flour  already  ground,  on 
pain  of  military  execution,  till  fent  fon 

,  Yours  mofl  fincerely,  &c. 

H.    H  A  L  D  A  N  E* 


(  N  O  T  E      U.  ) 

Copy.  —  From  Major-general  Le  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  to  Major-general 
Greene,  dated  Mr>  'tyre's  plantation^  twenty  miles  from  TVilliamfhurgh, 
June  27,   1 78 1. 

SIR, 

My  letter  of  the   i8th  informed  you  of  the  enemy's  retrograde 
moverhent  to  Richmond,  where  they  made  a  flop.     Our  lofs  at  the 

Point 
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Point  of  Fork  chiefly  confifted  of  old  arms  out  of  repau-j  and  fome  Notes  to  the 

...  Fifth 

cannon,  molt  of  which  have  been  lince  recovered.  Chapter. 

On  the  i8th  (a.)  the  Britifh  army  moved  towards  us,  with  a  defign, 
as  I  apprehend,  to  flrike  at  a  detached  corps,  commanded  by  Gene- 
ral Muhlenberg.  Upon  this  the  light  infantry  and  Pennfylvanians 
marched  under  General  Wayne,  when  the  enemy  returned  into  the 
town.  The  day  following,  I  was  joined  by  General  Steuben's  troops, 
and  on  the  night  of  the  20th,  Richmond  was  evacuated. 

Having  followed  the  enemy,  our  light  parties  fell  in  with  them 
near  New-Kent  court  houfe.  The  army  was  ftill  at  a  diftance,  and 
Lord  Cornwallis  continued  his  march  towards  Williamfburgh.  His- 
rear  and  right  flank  were  followed  by  a  large  detachment  under  Colo- 
nel Butler ;  but  notwithllanding  the  moft  fatiguing  march,  the  colonel 
reports,  that  he  could  not  have  overtaken  them  had  not  Major  Mac- 
pherfon  mounted  fifty  light  infantry  behind  an  equal  number  of  dra- 
goons, which  coming  up  with  the  enemy,  charged  them  Vv^ithin  fix 
miles  (c.)  of  Williamiburgh.  Such  of  the  advanced  corps  as  could 
arrive,  compofed  of  riflemen,  under  Major  Call  and  Major  Willis, 
began  a  fmart  aclion.  Inclofed  is  a  return  of  our  lofs  ;.  that  of  the 
enemy  is  fixty  killed,  including  feveral  officers,  and  one  hundred 
wounded,  a  difproportion  which  the  ficill  of  our  riflemen  eafily  ex- 
plains. I  am  under  great  obligations  to  Colonel  Butler,  and  the  offi- 
cers, and  the  officers  and  men  of  the  detachment,  for  their,  ardour  in; 
the  purfait,  and  their  condud  in  the  adion.. 

General  Wayne,  who  marched  to  the  fupport  of  Butler, ,  fent 
down  fome  troops,  under  Major  Hamilton.  The  whole  Britifli  (Ix)  ■ 
array  came  out  to  fave  Simcoe,  and  on  the  arrival  of  our. army  on  this  • 

Yy  2.  ground,, 
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Notes  to  the  grouHtl,  returned  to  Wililamfburgh.     The  poll  they  now  occupy    s 
Chapter,    flrong  uuder  the  proteftion  of  their  fhippuig,  but  upwards  of  one  hun- 
dred miles  from  the  Point  of  Fork. 

I  HAD  the  honour  to  communicate  thefe  movements  to  the  execu- 
tive of  the  commonwealth,  that  the  feat  of  government  may  be  again 
re-eflabllfhed  in  the  capital. 

Lord  Cornwallis  has  received  a  reinforcement  from  Portfmouth. 
With  the  greateft  refped, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

LA    FAYETTE. 


(  N  O  T  E      W.  ) 

Extra^.  —  From  Earl  Cornwallis  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton ,  K.  B.  dated 
Williamjburgh,  yiine  30,   1781. 

AFTER  paffing  James  river  at  Weflover,  I  moved  to  Hanover 
court  houfe,  and  croffed  South  Anna.  The  Marquis  de  k  Fayette 
marched  to  his  left,  keeping  above  at  the  diftance  of  about  twenty 
miles. 

By  pu(hing  my  light  troops  over  the  North  Anna,  I  alarmed  the 
enemy  for  Frederickfljurgh,  and  for  the  jundion  with  General  Wayne, 
who  was  then  marching  through  Maryland.  From  what  I  could 
learn  of  the  prefent  ftate  of  Hunter's  iron  manufadory,  it  did  not 
appear  of  fo  much  importance  as  the  ftores  on  the  other  fide  of  the 

country, 


SOUTHERN     PROVINCES     OF     NORTH     AMERICA.  3.^.9 

country,  and  it  was  impoffible  to  prevent  the  jundion  between  the  Notes  to  the 
Marquis  and  Wayne  :  I  therefore  took  advantage  of  the  Marquis's  paf-  Ch;iptci. 
(ing  the  Rhappahannock,  and  detached  Lieutenant-colonels  Simcoe 
(b.)  and  Tarleton  (a.)  to  dillurb  the  aflembly  then  fitting  at  Char- 
lotteville,  and  to  deitroy  the  ftores  there,  at  Old  Albemarle  court 
houfe,  and  the  Point  of  Fork  ;  moving  with  the  infantry  to  the 
mouth  of  Byrd  creek,  near  the  Point  of  Fork,  to  receive  thefe  detach- 
ments. Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  took  fome  members  of  the  af- 
fembly  at  Charlotteville,  and  deftroyed  there,  and  on  his  return,  one 
thoufand  fland  of  good  arms,  fome  clothing,  and  other  ftores,  and 
five  hundred  barrels  of  powder,  without  oppofition. 

Baron  Steuben,  who  commanded  about  eight  hundred  twelve- 
months men  and  militia,  retired  with  great  precipitation  from  the 
Point  of  Fork.  Lieutenant-colonel  Simcoe,  after  ufing  every  exertion 
to  attack  his  rear  guard,  deftroyed  there,  and  at  the  places  adjacent, 
about  three  thoufand  three  hundred  ftand  of  arms,  moft  of  which  un- 
ferviceable,  but  then  under  repair,  fome  fait,  harnefs,  &c.,  and  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  barrels  of  powder.  I  then  moved  by  Richmond, 
and  arrived  at  Williamfiaurgh  on  the  25th  inftant,  having,  in  addition 
to  the  articles  already  mentioned,  deftroyed  on  this  expedition  at  dif- 
ferent places  above  two  thoufand  hogftieads  of  tobacco,  and  a  great 
number  of  iron  guns,  and  brought  off  four  brafs  thirteen-inch  mor- 
tars, five  brafs  eight-inch  howitzers,  and  four  long  brafs  nine-poun- 
ders, all  French.  We  found  near  Hanover  court  houfe,  ten  French 
brafs  twenty-four  pounders,  which  we  could  not  carry,  and  had  not 
time  or  means  to  deftroy  farther  than  fpiking,  and  throwing  five  or 
fix  of  them  into  the  Pamunkey  ;  and  we  found  at  Williamft)urgh  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  fhot  and  ftiells,  which  are  embarked.  General 
Wayne  joined  the  Marquis  about  the  middle  of  the  month,  as  did 
2  Baron, 
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Notes  to  the  Baron  Steuben  fooii  after;  and  their  army  has  generally  kept  about 

Fifth 

Chapter,  twenty  miles  from  us,  without  any  material  attempt  by  detachment, 
except  in  an  attack  on  Lieutenant-colonel  Simcoe,  on  the  26th,  as  he 
was  returning  with  his  corps  and  the  yagers  from  the  deflruftion  of 
fome  boats  and  flores  on  the  Chickahomany.  The  enemy,  though 
much  fuperior  in  numbers,  were  repulfed  with  confiderable  lofs,  three 
(c.)  officers  and  twenty-eight  privates  were  made  prifoners  :  the  ran- 
gers had  three  officers  and  thirty  privates  killed  and  wounded.  Lieu- 
tenant Jones,  who  was  killed,  behaved  with  the  greateft  fpirit,  and  is 
much  lamented  by  Lieutenant-colonel  Simcoe. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER      VI. 

Earl  CornwaUis  moves  to  James  river.  —  -4^^'*'  ^^^''  James  IJland.  —  Karl 
Cornwallls  marches  to  Port/mouth.  —  Hampton  road  not  approved  of  as  a 
Jlationfor  the  navy.  —  Earl  CornwaUis  takes  pojjejjion  of  Torli  to%vn.  — 
Portfnouth  evacuated.  —  'The  French  feet  enter  the  Chef  apeak.  —  La 
Fayette  takes  pof  at  Williamfhurgh.  —  General  Wajlnngtons  force  con- 
centrated at  Willi amfhiirgh.  —  Tork  town  invefed.  —  Two  redoubts  car- 
ried at  Tork  town  by  the  French  and  Americans.  —  Sortie  from  York 
town.  —  Surrender  of  Tork  tozvn  and  Gloucefer. 

JJURlNG  the  late  operations  in  Virginia,  intelligence  reached  Sir  Chap.vi. 
Henry  Clinton,  which  gave  him  fome  uneafinefs  for  the  ports  imme- 
diately vinder  his  command.  The  extenfive  frontier  of  York,  Staten, 
and  Long  iflands,  required  a  powerful  body  of  troops,  as  well  as  mi- 
nute circumfpeftion  and  military  arrangement :  Strong  information 
(a.)  of  the  intended  approach  of  the  combined  army  of  France  and 
America,  who  could  receive  any  fupplies  of  men  and  provifions  frohi 
the  neighbouring  populous  provinces,  naturally  excited  jealoufy  in  the 
Commander  In  chief,  who  had  not  at  this  period  eleven  thoufand  effec- 
tives to  countera<fl  their  defigns  :  He,  therefore,  whilft  the  ilorm  threa- 
tened New  York,  and  the  climate  rendered  the  King's  troops  inadive 
or  fickly  in  the  Chefapeak,  required  a  detachment  from  Earl  Corn- 
waUis, if  he  was  not  engaged  (b.)  in  any  important  enterprife;  and 

(a.)  In  note  A,  (b.)  In  note  A, 

recom- 
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Chap.  VI,  recommended  to  him  a  healthy  flatlon,  with  an  ample  defenfive  force, 
till  the  danger  was  difperfed  to  the  northward. 

Earl  Cornwallis,  judging  the  call  for  troops  pofitive  and  prefTing, 
and  that  his  command,  after  fuch  a  diminution,  \^ould  not  be  adequate 
to  maintain  his  prefent  pofition,  determined  Infl:antly  to  leave  Wil- 
llamfhurgh,  and  retire  to  (a.)  Portfmouth  ;  whence  he  might  fend  the 
troops  fpecified  in  the  requifition  to  New  York  :  For  the  execution  of 
this  projeft,  it  was  neceffary  to  crofs  James  river ;  and  James  ifland 
prefented  tiie  moft  convenient  fituation  to  fecure  an  unmolefted  paflage 
to  Cobham.  The  navy,  under  the  dlredlon  of  Captain  Aplin,  being 
prepared  for  fuch  an  undertaking,  on  the  (a.)  4th  of  July  the  royal 
army  marched  by  the  left,  and  arrived  the  fame  day  in  the  neighbour- 
Earl  Com-    hood  of  James  ifland,  which  is  feparated  from  the  main  land'*  by  a 

wallis  moves  /-     i         •  i  ■ 

to  James  fmall  gut  of  water,  not  two  feet  deep  at  the  reflux  of  the  tide.  The 
advanced  guard,  under  Lieutenant-colonel  Simcoe,  pafled  to  the  ifland, 
and  from  thence  to  Cobham  in  the  evening.  The  legion  cavalry  and 
two  companies  of  mounted  infantry  were  direfted  to  cover  the  right 
flank  and  rear  of  the  Britifli  column  during  the  march  :  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Tarleton  moved  to  a  church,  eighteen  miles  from  Williamf- 
burgh,  which  he  underltood  was  fortified  and  garrifoned  by  the  rifle- 
Aien  who  lay  in  front  of  the  American  army  :  By  furprife  he  got 
within  the  abbatis,  the  church  yard,  and  the  church,  and  diflodged 
the  enemy  with  fome  lofs  :  He  afterwards  proceeded  towards  Tyre's 
plantation,  when,  under  the  advantage  of  a  heavy  rain,  he  drove  la 
the  pickets,  and  communicated  a  general  alarm  to  the  Marquis  de  la 
Fayette's  corps.  In  the  mean  while,  the  Britifh  army  reached  their 
encampment  near  James  ifland,  to  which  place  the  cavalry  flowly 
retired. 

(a.)  In  note  B.  ^^a.)  In  note  D. 

The 
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The  pofition  occupied  by  the  King's  troops  was  equally  ftrong  and  Chap.  vi. 
convenient  ;  the  right  was  covered  by  ponds,  the  center  and  left  by 
moraffcs,  over  which  a  few  narrow  caufeways  conneded  it  with  the  " 
country,  and  James  ifland  lay  in  the  rear.  On  the  5th,  the  floras 
and  wheel  carriages  began  to  pafs,  which  employment  would  continue 
till  the  7th,  when  it  was  imagined  (b.)  the  boats  would  be  ready  far 
the  troops.  On  the  morning  of  the  6th,  the  foragers  from  the  cavalry 
were  ordered  into  the  front,  who  reported  that  the  enemy  were  advan- 
cing. Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton,  after  the  party  returned,  gave 
money  and  encouraging  promifes  to  a  negroe  and  a  dragoon,  to  com- 
municate falfe  intelligence,  under  the  appearance  of  deferters.  Thefe 
emiffaries  were  direded  to  inform  the  Americans,  that  the  Britlfli  le- 
gion, with  a  detachment  of  infantry,  compofed  the  rear  guard,  the 
body  of  the  King's  troops  having  paffed  James  river.  In  the  after- 
noon a  patrole  of  cavalry  was  beat  back  over  one  of  the  caufeways  on 
the  left,  and  Lieutenant  Grier,  who  commanded  it,  was  wounded. 
■  Soon  after,  the  American  riflemen  infulted  the  outpofts,  whilft  a  body 
of  continentals  advanced  towards  the  morafs :  The  Britifti  cavalry  fup- 
ported  the  pickets  on  the  left,  in  order  to  contain  the  enemy  within 
the  woods,  and  to  prevent  their  viewing  the  main  army :  Earl  Corn- 
•wallis  direded  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  to  continue  this  manoeuvre, 
and  he  ordered  the  battalions  and  regiments  to  remain  quiet  in  their 
camp,  where  they  were  concealed  from  obfervation.  Before  funfet, 
(c.)  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  had  paffed  the  morafs  on  the  left,  with 
about  fix  hundred  militia,  nine  hundred  continentals,  and  fome  can- 
non ;  bodies  of  riflemen  attacked  the  other  pickets  ;  and  the  remainder 
of  the  American  force  took  poft  at  a  brick  houfe,  beyond  the  wood 
and  the  caufeway.     Upon  the  firft  cannon  fliot  from  the  enemy,  the 

(b.)  In  note  D,  (c.)  In  note  D. 

Z  z  Britifh 
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Chap.  VI.  Britifh    army  formed   and   advanced,    when    the   dragoons    fell   back 
through  the  uitervals  made  for  them  by  the  infantry. 

Affk'irnear  LiEUTENANT-coLONEL  Duudas's  brigade,  (d.)  compofed  of  the 
James  1  an  .  ^^^^  76th,  and  8oth  regiments,  with  two  fix-pounders,  under  Captain 
Fage,  fuftained  the  weight  of  the  enemy's  attack.  Tlie  confli£l  in  this 
quarter  was  fevere  and  well  contefted.  The  artillery  and  infantry  of 
each  army,  in  prefence  of  their  refpeftive  generals,  were  for  fome  mi- 
nutes warmly  engaged  not  fifty  yards  afunder.  The  other  part  of  the 
line,  confiding  of  the  two  battalions  of  light  infantry,  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Yorke's  brigade,  (i.)  the  brigade  of  guards,  and  the  Heflians, 
met  with  little  or  no  refinance,  being  oppofed  only  by  fmall  parties  of 
militia,  who  made  a  precipitate  retreat  :  But  on  the  left  of  the  Britifli, 
the  a£tion  was  for  fome  time  gallantly  maintained  by  the  continental 
infantry,  under  General  Wayne,  againft  the  76th,  80th,  and  part  of 
43d.  The  legion  cavalry  formed  a  fccond  line  behind  the  80th,  and 
the  light  companies,  under  Captain  Champagne,  difmounted  to  rein- 
force the  76th.  The  affair  was  not  ended  before  dark,  when  the  enemy 
abandoned  their  cannon,  and  lepaffed  the  fwamp  in  confufion.  The 
woods,  the  moraffes,  and  the  obfcurity  of  the  night,  prevented  the 
purfuit  of  the  cavalry.  The  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  rallied  part  of  the 
Americans  to  the  troops  polled  beyond  the  fwamp,  and  halted  fome 
hours  at  the  Green  Springs,  to  colled  the  fugitives.  Earl  Cornwallis 
returned  to  his  encampment.  The  King's  troops  had  five  officers 
wounded,  and  about  feventy  men  killed  and  wounded.  The  fteadi- 
nefs  of  the  new  regiments,  who  bore  the  brunt  of  the  a£lion,  did  ho- 
nour to  thofe  corps  ;  and  the  condu6l  of  Lieutenant-colonel  Dundas, 
who  commanded  them,  was  highly  animated  and  meritorious.     On 

(d.)  In  note  D.  (i.)  Late  Webfter's. 
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the  part  of  the  Americans,  near  three  hundred  contuientals  and  mill-   Chap,  vl 
tia  were  kllle'd,  wounded,  and  taken. 

The  events  of  this  day  were  particularly  important,  and  claimed 
more  attention  than  they  obtained.  The  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  had 
made  a  long  march,  in  very  fultry  weather,  with  about  fifteen  hundred 
continentals  and  one  thoufand  militia,  to  ftrike  at  the  rear  of  the  Brl- 
ti(h  before  they  paffed  to  James  ifland  :  Too  great  ardour,  or  falfe  in- 
telligence, which  is  moft  probable,  for  it  is  the  only  inftance  of  this 
officer  committing  himfelf  during  a  very  difficult  campaign,  prompted 
liim  to  crofs  a  morafs  to  attack  Earl  Cornwallis,  who  routed  him,  took 
his  cannon,  and  muft  inevitably  have  deftroyed  his  army,  if  night  had 
not  intervened.  His  lordfhip  might  certainly  have  derived  more  ad- 
vantage from  his  vitlory.  If  the  two  battalions  of  light  infantry,  the 
guards,  and  Colonel  Yorke's  brigade,  who  had  all  been  (lightly  en- 
gaged, or  any  other  corps,  and  the  cavalry,  had  been  detached,  with- 
out knapfacks,  before  dawn  of  day,  to  purfue  the  Americans,  and  pufh 
them  to  the  utmoft,  the  army  (e.)  of  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  muft 
have  been  annihilated.  Such  an  exploit  would  have  been  eafy,  fortu- 
nate, and  glorious,  and  would  have  prevented  the  combination  which 
produced  the  fall  of  York  town  and  Gloucefler.  It  was  fuggefted  to 
Earl  Cornwallis,  in  oppofition  to  the  plan  of  purfuing  the  vi£lory, 
that  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  requifition  for  troops  was  a  circumftance  of 
greater  confequence,  and  more  worthy  of  attention.  This  was  allowed 
to  be  a  flrong  and  forcible  reafon  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  it  was  repre- 
fented,  that  the  exertion  of  half,  or  two  thirds  of  the  Britiih  army,  In 
purfuit  of  the  Americans,  would  not  occafion  delay,  or  in  the  leafl  de- 

(e.)  In  note  D. 
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Chap.  VI.  range  the  original  defign  of  proceeding  to  Portfmouth,     Experience 
fully  evinced  and  juftified  the  propriety  of  this  opinion. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton,  with  two  hundred  dragoons  and 
efghty  mounted  Infantry,  was  ordered  to  proceed  after  daybreak  acrofs 
the  fwamp,  in  purfuit  of  the  enemy  ;  and  three  companies  of  light  in- 
fantry were  diredted  to  take  pofl  beyond  it,  until  he  returned.  Some 
wounded  men  and  deferters  joined  the  Britifti  before  they  reached  the 
Green  Springs,  where  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  had  rallied  histroops 
after  the  aftion.  The  dragoons  then  ftruck  into  the  road  by  which, 
about  two  hours  before,  the  Americans  had  retreated,  and  they  had 
not  advanced  four  miles  when  they  met  a  patrole  of  mounted  riflemen. 
^  The  captain  who  commanded  it,  and  feveral  of  his  men  were  killed  or 
taken  :  The  remainder  were  purfiied  into  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette's 
army,  who  ■  had  been  forced  by  extreme  fatigue  to  repofe  themfelves 
not  more  than  fix  miles  from  the  field  of  battle.  In  this  fituation  they 
would  have  been  an  eafy  prey  to  a  powerful  detachment  of  the  Britifti, 
who  could  have  marched  into  their  rear  by  feveral  roads,  whilll  the 
light  troops  amufed  them  in  front ;  or  the  infantry  might  have  followed 
the  route  of  the  continentals  in  cafe  they  retreated,  and  the  Englifli 
dragoons  and  mounted. Infantry  could  have  paffed  through  the  woods 
into  their  front,  or  on  their  flank,  and  have  impeded  and  haraffed 
them  till  the  foot  could  force  them  to  adlon.  Either  of  thefe  plans 
mufl  have  fucceeded  againft  a  corps  that  was  deftitute  of  cavalry  ;  that . 
had  made  a  forced  march  in  very  hot  weather  during  the  preceding, 
day  ;:•  that  had  been  routed,  and.  had  retreated  without  refrefhment  or. 
provillons.  When  the  late  defeat,  .the  diminifhed  force,  and  the  bodily 
fatigue  of  the  Americans,  are  contrafted  with  the  recent  fuccefs,  the 
fuperior  numbers,  and  the  zSavq  vigour  of  the  Britifli,  it  may  fairly  be 

prefumed. 
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prefumed,  that  lefs  time  than  twelve  hours  would  have  given,  without  Chap.  Vi.- 
the  fmalleft  hazard,  a  decifive  advantage  to  the  King's  troops* 

When  the  cavalry  and  mounted  infantry  returned  to  camp,   the: 
army  were  ordered  to  crofs  to  James  ifland.     On  their  arrival  at  that 
place,  a  confiderable  part  of  the  baggag-e,  bat  horfes,  and  ftores,  were 
not  tranfported  to  Cobham,  and  the  rear  guard  did  not  embark  till^ 
twenty-four  hours  after  the  a6lion  ;  which  circumftances  inconteftibly' 
prove,  that  a  temporary  purfuit  of  the  enemy,  with  a  powerful  de- 
tachment, would  not  have:  retarded  the  main  operation  of  paffing  James 
river:  Or,  fuppofing  the  march  to  Portfmouth  had  been  put  off. for. 
twenty-four  hours,  would  not  the  public  fervice  have  been  fufEciently 
benefited. by  the  deflru(SIon  of  La  Fayette's  corps,  tojuftify  the  delay? 
No  demand  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton  for  troops  could  be  deemed  preffing: 
before  the  difpatch  Earl  CornwaUis  received,  on  the  8th  (C.)  at  Cob- 
ham  ;  and  in  his  lordfliip's  anfwer  to  that  letter,  he  mentions,  that 
the  corps  will  proceed  to  Portfmouth,  to  wait  the  arrival  (f.)  of  the. 
tranfports  ;,no  time,  therefore,  would  have  been  loft  by  purfuing  the 
enemy.     In  few  words  :  Is  it  judicious  to  halt  with  a  fuperior  army,  . 
and  not  profecute  a  vidory  ?  The  folution  of  this  queftion  leads  to- 
others relative  to  the  mode  of  proceeding  proper  to  have  been  followed, 
in  this  Inftance.     It  would  fu rely  have  been  more  judicious  to  have, 
adopted  a  change  of  meafures  at  this  critical  jundure  ;  to  have  coun^ 
t^rmanded  the  expedition  to  Portfmouth  ;  to  have  .prepared  to  pufh  the; 
enemy  before  daybreak ;  to  have  purfued  the  Marquis  de.  la  Fayette. 
till   his  corps  was  exterminated  ;  .and   to  have  exercifed  difcretionary 
powers  for  the  advantage  of  the  troops,  and  the  benefit  of  the  nation,' , 

by  ordering  the.  tranfports  from  Portfmouth,  and  the  ftores  and  bag-- 

'( 

(C.)  Note  C.  (f.)  In  note  D.  .^ 
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Chap.  VI.  gage  from  Cobham,  to  meet  the  vidorious  army  at  WilUamfburgh  ; 
who,  after  their  fucceffes,  might  have  detached  to  New  York,  with 
little  or  no  lofs  of  time,  and  have  maintained  their  poft  and  their  re- 
putation.        • 

The  day  after  the  King's  forces  arrived  at  Cobham,  Earl  Cornwallis 
fent  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  with  the  legion  cavalry  aad  eighty 
mounted  infantry  to  Prince-Edward  court  houfe,-  and  from  thence  to 
New  London  in  Bedford  county,  and  ordered  him  (E.)  to  deftroy  on 
his  march,  all  ammunition,  clothing,  and  ftores  of  every  kind,  intend- 
ed for  the  American  fervice  :  Private  corn  and  provifions,  except  fuch 
as  might  appear  neceffary  for  the  maintenance  of  the  pofl'effors,  were 
likewife  to  be  burned,  to  prevent  the  South-Carolina  army  receiving 
benefit  from  fuch  fupplies.  After  executing  thefe  inftrudions,  he  was. 
to  endeavour  to  intercept  any  Britifti  prifoners  or  American  light  troops 
returning  to  the  northwards,  and  then  retire  at  his  leifure  to  a  detach- 
ment of  the  royal  army  at  Suffolk. 

On  the  9th  of  July,  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  left  Cobham,  and 
proceeded  upon  this  diftant  expedition  by  long  movements  in  the  morn- 
ing "and  evening  :  By  which  means  the  heat  and  darknefs  were  as  much 
as  poffible  avoided,  and  time  afforded  for  refrefhment  and  repofe.  The 
light  troops  foon  reached  Peterlburg,  advanced  to  Prince-Edward  court 
houfe,  and  from  thence  towards  the  river  Dan.  The  ftores  deflroyed, 
either  of  a  public  or  private  nature,  were  not  in  quantity  or  value  equi- 
valent to  the  damage  fuftained  in  the  (kirmilhes  on  the  route,  and  the 
lofs  of  men  and  horfes  by  the  exceffive  heat  of  the  climate.  The  in- 
telligence which  occafioned  this   march  was  exceedingly  imperfeft : 

(E.)  Note  E. 

The 
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The  (lores,  which  were  the  principal  cbjed  of  the  expedition,  had  Chap.  VI. 
been  conveyed  from  Prince-Edward  court  houfe,  and  all  that  quarter 
of  the  country,  to  Hillfborough  and  General  Greene's  army,  upwards 
of  a  month  before  the  Britifli  light  troops  commenced  their  move.  A 
halt  of  two  days  in  Bedford  county  difcovered  that  General  Greene  had 
made  no  detachment  to  the  northward,  but  that  he  was  engaged  in  the 
fiege  of  Ninety  Six.  This  information  induced  Tarleton  to  refume  his 
march,  by  a  different  route,  towards  the  royal  army  ;  and  the  dragoons 
and  mounted  infantry  having  completed  an  expedition  of  four  hundred 
miles,  attended  with  many  unfavourable  circumflances  to  the  corps, 
who  were  almoft  deftitute  of  neceffaries  and  accoutrements,  joined  the 
King's  troops  at  Suffolk  fifteen  days  after  their  departure  from  Cobham. 
A  detachment  from  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette's  army  might  have  been 
tranfported  over  James  river  near  City  point,  and,  by  pofting  them- 
felves  at  the  head  of  Black  water,  would,  have  endangered  the  retreat 
of  the  Brltifh,  by  blocking  up  the  pafs  at  that  place,  and  over  which 
they  muft  unavoidably  return  ;  becaufe  the  banks  of  Black  water  are 
in  other  parts  fo  marfhy,  that  there  is  no  approaching  them,  either  to 
make  ufe  of  rafts,  or  to  crofs  the  river  by  fwimming.  General  Wayne 
was  indeed  detached  to  Goode's  (a.)  bridge  above  Peteriburg ;  but  in 
that  pofition  he  could  give  no  obflrudion  or  embarraffment  to  the  move- 
ments of  the  light  troops. 

UfON  the  jundlion  of   the  legion   cavalry  and   mounted  infantry, 
Earl  Cornwallis  marched  to  Portfmouth  :  Previous  to  that  event,  heEariCom- 
had  detached  part  of  the  corps  intended  for  embarkation  to  that  place  ;  marches  ta 
but  before  they  failed  an  exprefs  arrived  from  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  for- 
bidding (F.)  the  King's  troops  to  pafs  James  river,  and  defiring  his 

(a.)  In  note  I.  (F.)  Note  F. 
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Chap.  VI.  lord(hip  to  regain  WiUiamfburgh  neck,  in  cafe  he  had  quitted  it,  in 
order  to  fecure  Old-point  Comfort  and  Hampton  road,  as  a  ftation  for 
line-of-battle  fhips.  The  commander  in  chief  allowed  his  lordfhip  to 
detain  any  part,  or  the  whole,  of  the  forces  that  were  embarked,  to 
complete  this  fervice,  which  was  deemed  important  for  the  army,  and 
indifpenfably  neceffary  for  the  navy. 

At  Portfmouth  the  royal  army  encamped  in  front  of  the  redoubts 
which  covered  the  town:  The  garrifon,  compofed  of  the  17th  regi- 
ment, other  Britifli  detachments,  and  the  two  Anfpach  battalions, 
■continued  to  perform  the  duty  within  the  fortifications.  The  infantry 
conftru£led  huts  as  foon  as  they  arrived  on  their  ground,  to  fhelter 
them  from  the  fcorchingheat  of  the  climate.  The  greateft  part  of  the 
cavalry  paffed  the  ferry  to  Norfolk,  and  marched  into  Princefs-Anne 
county.  At  this  period  the  Britifli  legion  received  new  clothing  and 
appointments,  which  were  foon  properly  fitted,  and,  for  the  firft  time, 
that  corps  was  properly  equipped.  Whilfl  the  dragoons  were  thus  em- 
ployed, a  detachment  of  foot  and  huffars,  by  taking  poft  at  a  bridge, 
fecured  a  trad  of  country  which  fupplied  all  the  horfes  of  the  army 
with  forage. 

"Meanwhile,  Major-general  Leflie  departed  for  Charles  town,  and 

the  chief  engineer  and  the  captains  of  the  royal  navy  proceeded  to  exa- 

Hampton       mine  Old-point  Comfort ;  when,  not  approving  (G.)  of  the  fituation, 

road  not  ap-  ,..,,.,-.  .. 

proved  of  as  as  eligible  either  for  fortification  or  to  cover  fhipping,  they  made  a  re- 

a  ftation  for  .  •       •  1 

the  navy.  port  accordingly.  Earl  Cornwallis,  on  viewing  the  place,  coincided 
in  opinion  (a.)  with  thofe  officers,  and  embarking  the  two  battalions 
of  light  infantry,    the  Queen's  rangers,  and  fome  regiments  of  the 

(G.)  Note  G.  (a.)  In  not*  H. 

line, 
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line,  failed  up  York  river.     In  the  beginning  of  Auguft,  his  lordfliip   Chap.  vi. 
landed  detachments  at  Gloucefter  and  York  town,  and  afterwards  dif- EaiiCom- 

.  .  wallis  takes 

embarked  the  whole  force  that  accompanied  hun.     Immediately  after  poffeffion  of 

York  town. 

Earl  Cornwallis  had  occupied  thefe  pofts,  he  difpatched  an  exprefs  to 
Brigadier-general  O'Hara,  requiring  a  reinforcement  of  infantry  from 
Portfmouth  by  the  row  boats  of  the  army  and  fleet,  and  at  the  fame 
time  he  fent  direftions  (I.)  for  Lieutenant  colonel  Tarleton  to  move  to 
Sowell's  point,  in  order  to  place  his  regiment  and  the  mounted  infan- 
try on  board  fmall  veffels,  prepared  to  tranfport  them  to  Hampton 
road.  The  legion  dragoons  commenced  their  pafllage  on  the  6th,  and 
the  horfes  were  unfhipped  the  fame  evening,  by  throwing  them  into 
deep  water  near  the  fliore.  No  accident  whatever  happened  in  confe- 
quence  of  this  mode  of  debarkation,  and  the  cavalry  joined  Earl  Corn- 
wallis the  next  morning.  In  the  mean  time,  the  tranfports  which  had 
proceeded  up  York  river  were  ordered  back  to  Portfmouth  to  receive 
Brigadier-general  0'Hara*s  divifion  of  troops  as  foon  as  the  works  at 
that  place  were  deftroyed.  This  bufiiiefs  being  completed,  whilfl:  the 
heavy  flofes  and  cannon  were  conveyed  into  the  quarter-mafter  gene^ 
t-al's  and  the  ordnance  veffels,  the  rear  guard  embarked  without  moleft  Portfmouth 

evacuated* 

tation,  and  the  whole  Virginia  army  w^s  (a.)  aflembled  on  the  2 2d  at 
York  town  and  Gloucefter. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  the  firft  divifion  of  the  King's  troops,  Earl 
Cornwallis  gave  dlreftions  to  Lieutenant  Sutherland,  of  the  engineers, 
to  trace  out  a  chain  of  redoubts  to  cover  Gloucefter.  This  village  is 
fituated  on  a  point  of  land  on  the  north  fide  of  York  river,  and  coil*' 
fifted  at  that  time  of  about  a  dozen  houfes.  A  marfhy  creek  extends 
along  part  of  the  right  flank  :  The  ground  is  clear  and  level  for  a  tniU 

(I.)  Note  L  (a.)'lh  riotiS  K, 

3  A  in 
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Chap.  VI.  hi  front :  At  that  diftauce  flaads  a  wood  :  The  fpace  which  it  occupies 
is  narrowed  by  the  river  on  the  left,  and  a  creek  on  the  right  :  Beyond 
the  gorge  the  country  is  open  and  cultivated.  The  80th  regiment, 
who  were  afterwards  joined  by  the  Heffian  battalion  of  Prince  Heredi- 
taire,  foon  made  confiderable  progrefs  in  the  works  that  were  to  fortify 
this  poft.  York  river  is  one  of  the  principal  branches  of  the  Chefa^ 
peak  :  From  its  mouth  to  Gloucefler  the  channel  is  deep  and  broad-: 
York  town  and  Gloucefler  confine  it  in  a  narrower  bed,  their  diftance 
not  exceeding  an  Englifli  mile  ;  when  the  water  again  extends  itfelf, 
and  for  fome  leagues  affords  convenient,  anchorage  to  fhips  of  any  bur- 
den.- York  town,  before  the  war,  was  a  place  of  confiderable  trade: 
C^reat  part  of  the  houfes  form  one  flreet, ,  on  the  edge  of  a  cliff,  which 
overlooks  the  river  :  The  buildings  fland  within  a  fmall  compafs,  and 
the  environs  of  the  town  are  interfered  by  creeks  and  ravines.  Diffe- 
rent roads  from  Williamfburgh  enter  York  in  feveral  directions  ;  and 
the  main  route  to  Hampton  paffes  in  front  of  it.  The  ground  was 
furvcyed  (b.)  as  foon  as  the  redoubts  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river  were 
found  to  be  in  a  tenable  condition,  and  works  were  propofed  by  the  en- 
gineers :  After  forae  confideration,  the  plan  was  approved  (c.)  of,  and 
the  troops,  after  levelling  fome  houfes,  proceeded  to.  conftrud  the 
fortifications.  Working  parties  were  ordered  from  all  the  corps,  ex- 
cept the  legi'on,  who. remained  at  the  advanced  poft  with  fome  mounted 
infantry. 

After  the  action  near  James  ifland,  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  had 
retired  into  the  forks  of  the  Pamunkey  and  Matapony,  whence  he  fent 
General  Wayne  with  a  corps  acrofs  James,  river.  On  the  return  of  the 
King's  troops  to  Williamfburgh  neck,  he  called  in  his  detachment,  ad- 

(b.)  In  note  K.  (c.)  In  note  K. 

vaneed 
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vanced  into  New-Kent  county  with  the   main  body,  and  difpatched  a  Chap.  VI. 
party  of  militia  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Gloucefter  to  annoy  the  Bri- 
tifli  foragers  in  that  quarter. 

While  the  infantry  of  the  luie  were  employed  in  conftrutllng  the 
defences  of  York  town  and  Gloucefter,  the  Queen's  rangers  and  the 
legion  were  equally  adive  in  colle£ling  forage  and  cattle  from  the  coun- 
try for  the  ufe  of  the  army.  Lieutenant-colonel  Simcoe  managed  his 
detachments  in  front  of  Gloucefter  with  great  dexterity,  and  met,  in 
Confequence,  with  trifling  interruption.  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarletou 
made  feveral  expeditions  to  Williamfburgh,  and  by  fuch  moves  covered 
all  the  country  for  the  foraging  parties  between  that  place  and  Hamp- 
ton. One  excurfion  was  puflied  farther  with  fuccefs  :  Lieutenant- co- 
lonel Abercrombie  with  the  light  infantry  proceeded  to  WlUiamlburgh, 
whilft  the  legion  cavalry  advanced  and  defeated,  with  very  little  lofs, 
about  three  hundred  militia,  at  Chifwell's  ordinary,  on  the  Newcaftle 
road.  The  unexpe£led  appearance  of  the  Britifti  dragoons  ftruck  the 
Americans  with  fuch  aftonifhment,  that  they  In  general  abandoned  their 
arms  without  firing,  and  retreated  with  great  precipitation. 

Near  the  end  of  Auguft,  the  Guadaloupe  of  twenty-eight  gxins, 
left  York  town,  to  proceed  to  New  York  with  difpatches  from  Earl 
Cornwallls,  and  from  Captain  Symonds  of  the  Charon,  who  com- 
manded His  Majefty's-fhlps  In  the  Chefapeak.  At  this  period,  the  fea 
officers  imagined  that  the  Britllh  fleet  from  the  Weft  Indies  would  be 
difcovcred  o(F  the  capes  by  the  frigate,  and  the  land  officers  expeded 
that  a  confiderable  body  of  troops  would  foon  arrive  from  New  York, 
to  flrengthen  the  King's  forces  for  folid  operations  in  Virginia,  and 
llkewife  to  garrifon  the  works  which  were  conftruifllng  for  the  advan- 
tage and   protet^ion  of    both  army  and    navy.       Thefe   fuppofitlons, 

2  A  2  which 
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Chap.  YI.  which  Were  well  grounded,  difFufed  among  the  royalifts  general  fatil- 

fadion  ;  but  their  profpefts  of  glory  were  fuddenly  obfcured.     On  the 

The  French   20th,    the   French  fleet,   of  twenty-eight  fail  of  the  Ihie,    from  the 

fleet  enter  the  "^ 

Chefapeak.  Weft  Indies,  under  the  orders  of  the  Count  de  Graffe,  entered  the 
Chefapeak.  The  advanced  guard  of  his  fquadron,  confifting  of  the 
Glorieux,  a  coppered  feventy-four,  and  the  Diligente  and  Aigrette  fri- 
gates, met  the  Guadaloupe  near  the  capes,  who,  not  underftanding 
their  fignaU,  kept  aloof,  and  afterwards,  by  fwiftnefs,  made  good  her 
retreat  to  York  town  ;  whilft.  the  Loyalift,  a  bad  twenty-gun  fhip, 
who  was  ftationed  in  the  bay,  after  a  gallant  ftruggle  in  the  mouth  of 
the  channel,  fell  into  the  polTeffion  of  the  French. 

The  Count  de  Graffe,  without  lofs  of  time,  blocked  up  York  river 
with  three  large  fhips  and  fome  frigates,  and  moored  the  principal  part 
of  the  fleet  in  Lynhaven  bay.  Upon  his  arrival  within  the  capes,  he 
dlfpatched  information  of  that  event  to  General  Wafhington  in  the 
Jerfies,  and  to  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  who  was  encamped  near  the 
Chickahomany.  The  difembarkation  of  the  troops  brought  in  the 
line-of-battle  (hips  from  the  Weft  Indies  immediately  took  place,  and 
the  continental  army  in  Virginia  advanced  to  the  Green  fprings  on  the 
3d  of  September,  to  form  a  jundlion  with  the  Count  de  St.  Simon, 
La  Fayette    The  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  foon  after  moved  the  French  and  Americans 

tikes  poft  at  ,,,.,,.         n  , 

WiUiaraf-      to  vV  iliiamlburgh. 

In  the  mean  time  Earl  Cornwallls  pra6lifed  (L.)  various  means  to 
fend  intelligence  to  New  York  of  the  frtuation  and  force  of  the  French 
fleet..  Patroles  of  the  legion  cavalry  were  continually  detached  to  the 
Ihores  of  James  and  York  rivers,  and  daily  reported  to  his  lordftiip 

-       (L.)  Note  U 

every 
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every  occurrence  worthy  of  attention  :  They  informed  him  of  the  Chaf.  vi. 
movement  of  the  boats  with  troops  towards  the  Chickahomany,  and 
of  the  different  manoeuvres  of  the  Count  de  Grafle.  On  the  5th,  the 
French  fliips  were  obferved  to  make  repeated  fignals,  and  it  was  foon 
difcovered  that  an  Enghfti  fquadron  was  approaching.  Notwithfland- 
ing  the  abfence  of  a  number  of  officers  and  feamen,  employed  in  the 
difembarkation  of  St.  Simon's  brigade,  and  of  another  detachment  en- 
gaged in  procuring  water,  the  French  fleet  got  under  way,  and  ftood 
out  of  the  capes. 

This  ftate  of  hope  was  Interrupted  by  the  arrival  of  Count  ds 
Barras's  divifion  in.theChefapeak  from  Rhode  ifland.  Intelligence  foon 
after  raached  York  town,  that  Count  de  Grafle  had  repulfed  the  Bri-- 
tifh  fleet,  and  was  returning  to  the  bay.  Before  this  period  accounts 
were  brought  to  Earl  Cornwallis  that  General  Wafhington,  with  a 
large  body  of  continentals,  and  Count  Rochambeau,  with  the  French 
army,  were  preparing  to  form  a  junclion  with  La  Fayette,  by  defcend- 
ing  in  tranfports  from  the  head  of  Elk  river  in  Maryland,,  under  the 
convoy  of  the  French  fliips.  In  this  fltuation,  blocked  up  by  fea, 
and  expofcd  to  a  powerful  combination  on  fliore,  Earl  Cornwallis 
turned  his  attention  towards  the  corps>already  arrived  atWilliamfl)urgh.- 

LiEUTENANT-coLONEL  Tarleton  was  defired  to  reconnoitre  the  po- 
fition  of  La  Fayette  and  St.  Simon,  and  to  ufe  every  expedient  to  ob» 
tain  exa6l  intelligence  of  their  numbers..  After  fev^ral  fpies  were  fent 
out,  the  Britifh  dragoons  and  two  companies  of  mounted  infantry  ad- 
vanced towards  the  enemy.  A  picket  of  militia,  at  the  mill  dam  on. 
the  Hampton  road,  was  diflodged,  and  the  cavalry  were  led  to  the  left 
off  the  main  route,  in  order  to  force  another  detachment,  who  com- 
manded the  fliore  of  James  river,  by  being,  pofted  on  the  cliffs  which 
•  3..  overlooked . 
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-  Chap.  VI.  Overlooked  it.  This  being  accompliflied,  and  a  difpofitlon  being  made 
to  fecure  a  retreat,  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  fele<£led  three  officers 
and  fix  men,  Well  mounted,  to  proceed  with  him,  at  half  fpeed,  to 
the  right  of  the  encampment  at  Williamlburgh  ;  whence,  after  difco* 
vering  the  iituation  of  the  enemy,  wlio  had  taken  ground  near  the  col- 
lege, he  repaired  unmolefted  to  York  town.  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarle- 
ton's  report,  and  a  return  of  the  French  and  Americans)  brought  in 
by  a  woman,  fuggefled  to  Earl  Cornwallis  the  feafibility  of  an  attack. 
It  was  defigned  that  the  army  ftiould  contrive  their  march,  fo  as  to  be 
able  to  commence  the  action  before  daybreak  :  That -time  was  deemed 
eligible,  becaufe  the  ground  near  and  in  Williamfburgh  is  cut  by  feve- 
ral  ravines,  and  becaufe  the  Britifli  column,  in  advancing  on  the  long 
and  ftraight  road  through  the  town,  would  not  be  fo  much  expofed  to 
the  enemy's  cannon,  under  cover  of  the  night,  as  during  the  day. 
This  plan  was  reafonable  and  judicious,  and  would  probably  have  been 
exeCTjted  with  fuccefs. 

Another  difpofition  might  alfo  have  been  adopted.  A  body  of 
two  thoufand  infantry,  with  fix  or  eight  pieces  of  artillery,  might 
have  been  embarked  in  the  boats  of  the  navy  and  army,  and  have  been 
conveyed  into  Queen's,  or  Capahofack  creek,  where  they  could  eafily 
have  been  landed,  under  the  proteftion  of  the  gallies  and  armed  veflels, 
on  the  fiank,  or  in  the  rear  of  Williamfburgh  ;  whilfl:  Earl  Cornwallis, 
with  the  principal  part  of  his  infantry  and  cannon,  and  the  whole  of 
his  cavalry,  approached  the  enemy  in  front.  No  apprehenfion  for  fo 
powerful  a  detachment  as  two  thoufand  men  could  be  entertained,  if 
the  main  army  moved  at  a  concerted  period  to  the  objedt  of  attack. 
This  delign  was  efteemed  of  too  complex  a  nature.  Earl  Cornwallis 
fixed  his  approbation  on  the  former  plan  ;  and  was  deliberating  on  the 
tiitje  he  fliould  carry  it  into  execution,  when   expreffes  from  Sir  Henry 

Clinton, 
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Clinton,  dated  in  the  beginning  of  September,  (M.)  faying,  that  he  Ch,v?.  VI. 
would  do  his  utmoft  to  reinforce  the  army  in  the  Chefapeak,  or  make 
every  diverfiou  In^  his  power,  and  that  Admiral  Digby  was  expected  on 
the  coafb ;  retarded  the  projeft,  and  finally  made  his  lordfhip  abandoB 
the  refolution  of  attacking  .La  Fayette,  . 

This  change  of  opinion  cannot  be  paffed  over  without  obfervatlon.  . 
■When  Sir  Henry  Clinton  wrote  his  firft  letter,  he  was  but  partially 
acquainted  with  the  flate  of  affairs  to  thefouthward.  He  had  heard 
that  Wafhingtori  was  moving  from  the  Jerfies,  and  that  a  report  was 
circulated  by  the  Americans,  declaring  their  expedatioiis  of  a  French 
armament:  on  the  cgaft  :  Which  rumours,  with  a  defcription  of  the 
ftate  of  the  Britifli  fleet,  amounting  to  nineteen  fail  of  the  line  and  fome 
fifties,  he  endeavoured  to  communicate  to  Earl  Cornwallls  by  a  dupli-  • 
cate  and  triplicate  iiv  cypher.  At  the  time  of  writinghisfecond  lettep, 
he  had  received  his  lordfliip's  account  of  De  Graffe's  arrival  in  the  Che- 
fapeak, and  a  confirmation  from  the  country  of  the  report  of  Wafhing- 
ton's  movement,  with  at  Jeaft  fix  thoufand  Americans  and  French,  to- 
wards Maryland.  He  then  fays,  that,  the  beft  way  to. relieve  Earl 
Gornwallis  is  to  join  him  as  foon  as  poffible  with  about  four  thoufand 
men  from  New  York ;  but  that  he  cannot  venture  to  move  until  the 
paflage  is  open.  Before  thefe  letters,  which  doubtlefs  contained  the 
whole  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  information  on  the  fubjeft,  reached  Vir- 
ginia, Earl  Cornwallis,  who  commanded  His  Majefly's  troops  in  that 
quarter,-had  explicit  intelligence  unfolded  to.  him,  that  Count  deLGrallb 
had  blocked  up  the  Chefapeak,  and  that  a  French  brigade  had  been 
conveyed  from  the  llne-of-battk  fhips,  up  York  river,  to  join  the  Ame- 
rican, forces  in  Virginia  :  That  Count  de  Graffe,  on  figlit  of  the  Eng- 

(M.)  Note  M»- 

llfh 
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Chap.  VI.  lifli  fleet,  had  proceeded  out  of  the  capes  to  engage  them,  and  that 
Count  de  Barras's  divifion  from  Rhode  ifland,  In  the  intermediate  time 
had  arrived  in  the  bay  :  That  Count  de  Graffe  had  repulied  Admiral 
Graves,  at  the  head  of  the  New-York  and  Wefl-India  fleets,  without 
the  aflifl:ance  of  De  Barras's  (b.)  fquadron^  or  of  four  fhips  and  a  de- 
tachment of  feventeen  hundred  feamen  left  in  York  and  James  rivers  : 
That  General  Waflnington  and  Count  de  RochambeaUy  with  a  large  body 
of  troops,  were  marching  to  the  head  of  Elk  in  Maryland,  in  order  to 
-concentrate  their  force  in  Virginia  :  That  the  French  fleet  had  (a.)  re- 
turned triumphant  into  the  Chefapeak,  to  affiil  and  protect  the  land 
operations  of  the  French  and  Americans  :  And,  that  the  fortifications 
of  York  town  were  in  too  unfiniflied  a  flate  to  /efifl:  a  formidable  at- 
tack.    Thefe  events  being  fully  known  at  York  town^  and  many  of 
them  totally  unknown  at  New  York,  manifefted  to  Earl  Cornwallis, 
that  a  confederacy  was  formmg  much  too  powerful,  for  him  to  cppofe^ 
and  that  there  exifled  no  fubftantial  realbn  to  believe,  that  the  Britifli 
comiiiander  in  chief  would  be  able,  either  to  counteract  the  defigns  of 
the  enemy,  or  to  give  ferious  afliftance  to  the  King's  troops  in  Virginia. 
A  review,  therefore,  of  paft  circumftanees,  and  a  candid  confiru6lion 
of  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  letters,  as  efFedtually  recommended  an  attack 
t:pon  Williamfburgh  before  the  arrival  of  Wafhington,  as  did  .either 
the  weaknefs  of  that  poft,  or  the  eagernefs  of  the  allied  powers  to  com- 
plete their  combinatioui     That  this  conclufion  may.  not  be. deemed  pre- 
mature, it  is  neceflary  to  defcribe  the  flrength  of  the  troops  at  this 
time  under  the  orders  ot  the  Englifli  and  American  commanders.         ^ 

Earl  Cornwallis,  tvhen  the  French  and  Americans  took  poft  at 
Williamfljurgh,  had  near  fix  thoufand  men  fit  for  duty.     The  infan- 

(b.)  In  note  N^  (a.)  In  note  N. 

try 
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try  were  all  good,  mofl  of  them  chofen  troops;  the  detachment  of  Chap.  VI. 
field  artillery  unequalled  ;  and  the  cavalry,  to  the  amount  of  four  huu- 
dred,  in  excellent  order.     Befides   this  regular  force,  there  were  fuffi- 
cient  numbers  of  marines,  feamen,  convalefcents,  and  refugees,  to  have 
manned   the  batteries,  and  maintained  the   works  at  York  town  and 
Gloucefter,  againft  any  attempt  of  the  French  fleet  during  the  abfence 
of  the  Britifli  army.     The  force  of  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  did  not 
exceed  four  thoufand  fighting  men.     The  full  complement  of  the  bat- 
talions of  A  genois,  Gatinois,  and  Touraine,  under  the  orders  of  Count 
de  St.  Simon,  was  eight  hundred  each  regiment :  Not  more  than  two 
thoufand  men,  the  volunteers  of  St.  Simon  incluflve,  were  landed,  who 
were  in  a  very  fickly  ftate,  being  much  debilitated  by  fcurvy,  and  other  ' 
complaints  contraded  in  the  Weft  Indies.     The  return  of  La  Fayette's    * 
and  Wayne's  brigades,  and  of  Steuben's  eighteen-months  men,  did  not 
reach  feventeen  hundred  fit  for  duty.     The  militia  could  not  be  nume- 
rous on  the  arrival  of  the  French,  becaufe  they  were  difmiffed  for  the 
fummer  on  the  movement  of  the  King's  troops  for  Portfmouth,  and 
the  time  did  not  yet  allow  a  large  body  to  be  afl'embled. 

The  vulnerable  fituation  of  Williamfburgh,  the  comparative  ftate  of 
the  two  armies,  the  flender  hope  of  relief  for  one  party,  and  the  cer- 
tain reinforements  which  were  approaching  the  other,  undoubtedly 
fuggefted  vigorous  and  decifive  meafures  to  .the  Britifh  at  this  jundure: 
An  attack,  therefore,  upon  La  Fayette,  as  it  was  reafonable  and  judi- 
cious, might  have  been  effe£lual  and  conclufive.  Or,  the  knowledge 
Earl  Cornwallis  had  of  public  affairs  at  this  period,  would  have  jufti- 
fied  him  to  his  country,  in  taking  a  more  momentous  ftep  than  at- 
tempting his  enemies  in  detail.  The  well-grounded  probability  of  an 
irrefiftible  co-operation  in  the  Chefapeak  would  have  fully  vindicated 
his  abandoning  York  town,  in  order  to  proceed  to  South  Carolina  ;  and 

3  B  th« 
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Chap.  VI.  the  energy  of  fuch  a  refolution  would  have  defeated  the  mala  defign 
of  the  French  and  Americans,  and  have  immortalized  his  lordfhip's 
military  reputation.  The  firfl  of  thefe  enterprizes  might  have  been 
ventured  upon  any  time  between  the  6th  and  i8th  of  September  ;  and 
the  latter,  during  the  interval  of  De  GralTe's  return  to  the  Chefapeak, 
and  the  arrival  of  the  Baron  de  Viomenil  with  Count  de  Rochambeau's 
army;  But,  unfortunately,  neither  of  them  were  tried ;  and  England 
mufl:  lament  the  inadivity  of  the  King's  troops,  whether  it  proceeded 
from  the  noble  Earl's  mifconception,  or  from  the  fuggeftions  of  coiv 
fidential  attendants,  who  conflrued  the  commander  in  chief's  letters 
into  a  definitive  promife  of  relief*. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  detach ment  of  the  royal  navy-,  and- the  ma& 
ters  of  tranfports  and  private  veffels,  blocked  up  in  York  river,  con» 
tributed  their  affiftance  to  the  garrifons  of  York  town  and  Gloucefler,; 
Befides  fupplying  the  troops  with  cannon,  ammunition,  provifions,  corr 
dage,  and  other  ftores  necellary  for  a  fiege,  they  fitted  out  feveral  fire 
veflels,  with  an  intention  either  to  burn  or  diflodge  the  French  (hips 
in  the  mouth  of  the  river.  Captain  Palmer  took  the  command  of 
this  little  fquadron,  and  proceeded  at  the  head  of  it  in  his  own  firefhip, 
the  Vulcan.  A  dark  night  concealed  the  purpofe  ;  and  the.  weather, 
the  tide,  and  the  current,  favoured  the  defcent  to.  the  enemy  :  But 
the  impatience,  or  the  want  of  refolution  of  the  officers  and  failors 
of  the  tranfports,  foon  rendered  all  advantages  ufelefs.  Thefe,  by 
placing  the  match  to  the  combuflibles  without  orders,  and  at  a  great 
diflance,  awakened  the  attention  of  the  French,  expofed  the  whole 
defign  to  their  view,  and  brought  a  heavy  cannonade  upon  Captain 
Palmer,  who  would  otherwife  have  been  able  to  grapple  a  line-of- 
battle  fhip.  When  his  crew  manned  the  boats,  and  threatened  to  for- 
lake  him,  he  reludtantly  (quitted  the  Vulcan,  who,  though  kindled  too 

I  loon. 
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foon,  much  difconcerted  the  whole,  and  in  feme  degree  endangered   Chap.  VI. 
one  of  the  French  men  of  war. 

Every  day  advanced  the  ftate  of  the  Britifh  works,  and  forwarded 
the  combination  of  the  Americans  and  French.  Before  General  Wafli- 
ington  and  Count  Rochambeau,  with  a  fmall  train,  arrived  a  Wil-HthSepn 
liamfburgh,  (a.)  the  defences  of  Gloucefler  were  nearly  completed. 
At  York,  the  labour  of  the  infantry  made  a  conliderable  progrefs,  both 
in  the  fortifications  of  the  town,  and  in  forming  field  works  for  an 
outward  pofition.  The  parts  of  the  country  lying  between  York  and 
the  American  outpoft,  and  thence  to  Point  Comfort,  were  foraged  by 
the  cavalry  of  the  legion.  The  pickets  of  militia  at  the  mill  dam,  on 
the  Hampton  road  to  Williamiburgh,  were  often  infulted  and  drove  in 
by  the  British  dragoons,  that  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  might  con- 
fer with  a  fpy,  who  refided  beyond  them.  By  this  means,  and  by 
fending  boats  in  the  night  up  York  river,  conftant  intelligence  was  ob- 
tained. On  the  26th,  Earl  Cornwallis  was  informed  that  a  large  body  General 
of  troops  had  arrived  in  James  river  from  the  head  of  Elk  and  Balti-  ton's  force 

,  /•T-^  1A  •  rfti-  concentrated 

more,  and  that  the  forces  of  France  and  America  were  ailembljng  at  at  Wiuiamf. 
Williamiburgh.  (b.)  ^"'■^^' 

At  this  period,  the  labour  which  had  been  beflowed  on  the  outward 
pofition  at  York  town,  had  improved  its  natural  advantages,  and  ren- 
dered it  in  every  refpedl  convenient  for  the  King's  troops.  The  right 
refted  on  the  fwamp  which  covered  the  right  of  the  town  :  A  large  re- 
doubt was  conflructed  beyond  it,  clofe  to  the  river  road  from  Wllliamf^ 
burgh,  and  completed  with  fraizing  and  abbatis.  The  Charon,  Gua- 
daloupe,  and  other  armed  veffels,  were  moored  oppofite  to  the  fwamp  ; 

(a.)  In  note  Z.  (b.)  In  note  Z, 
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Chap.  VL  and  the  town  batteries  commanded  all  the  roads  and  caufeways  which 
approached  it.  On  the  right,  at  the  head  of  the  morafs,  two  redoubts 
were  placed,  one  on  each  fide  of  the  main  Williamfburgh  road.  The 
center  was  proteiled  by  a  thin  wood,  whofe  front  was  cut  down,  with 
the  branches  facing  outwards.  A  field  work,  mounted  with  cannon, 
was  eredled  on  the  left  of  the  center,  to  command  the  Hampton  road. 
A  deep  ravine,  and  a  creek,  which  increafed  till  it  reached  York  river, 
covered  the  left.  Trees  were  felled,  fleches  were  thrown  up,  and  bat- 
teries were  conftru6led,  at  the  points  which  were  deemed  moft  vul- 
*  nerable.  The  diftance  between  the  heads  of  the  fwamp  and  creek, 
which  embraced  the  flanks  of  the  town,  did  not  exceed  half  a  mile. 
The  face  of  the  country,  in  front  of  this  line,  was  cut  near  the  center 
by  a  morafs,  and,  excepting  this  break,  the  ground  was  plain  and  open 
for  near  two  thoufand  yards.  "  An  excellent  field  artillery  was  placed 
to  the  greateft  advantage  by  Captain  Rochefort,  who  commanded  in 
that  department. 

In  this  pofition  Earl  Cornwallis'  infantry  were  encamped,  with  the 
legion  in  front  of  the  left,  when  the  combined  army  prepared  to  ad- 
vance. A  picket  in  front  of  a  working  party  on  the  right,  gave  notice 
on  the  28th,  that  the  enemy  were  approaching.  The  French  chaffeurs 
and  grenadiers  made  their  appearance  (c.)  before  noon.  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Abercrombie  drew  the  light-infantry  picket  nearer  to  his  corps. 
The  French  formed  acrofs  the  main  Williamfburgh"  road  with  great 
circumfpedion.  At  four  o'clock  the  fame  day,  the  videttes  of  the  le- 
gion informed  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton,  that  a  body  of  French  and 
Americans  had  paffed  the  fwamp  which  divided  the  ground  in  front  of 

(c.)  In  note  Z. 
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the  royal  anny,  and  that  they  were  extending  towards  the  left  flank  Chap.  VI. 
of  the  legion.  The  cavalry  were  immediately  mounted,  and  formed 
into  three  fquadrons  in  front  of  the  Britifli  center.  In  this  fituation 
they  watched  for  an  opportunity  of  flriking  at  any  detachment  who 
might  pafs  the  Hampton  road  :  But  the  enemy  were  cautious,  and  can- 
nonaded the  legion  dragoons  acrofs  the  morafs,  who  retired  at  funfet  to 
Moore's  houfe,  within  the  outward  pofition. 

The  next  morning  the  continental  infantry  marched  in  columns  to  < 
the  right  of  the  combined  forces,  caufeways  being  conftrudled  in  the 
night  over  the  morafs.  A  few  cannon  fhot  were  fired  from  the  Britifli 
work  on  the  Hampton  road,  and  fome  riflemen  fkirmiflied  with  the 
pickets  of  the  Anfpach  battalions  on  the  left.  The  two  armies  obferved . 
each  other  with  cautious  attention,  and  nothing  material  occurred 
within  or  without  the  lines  till  evening,  when  an  exprefs  boat  reached 
York  town,  with  a  letter  (O.)  from  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  Earl  Corn- 
wallis.  The  commander  in  chief  advifed  his  lordfhip  erf  the  arrival  of 
Admiral  Digby  with  three  fhips  from  Europe,  and  communicated  the 
determination  of  the  general  and  flag  officers  at  New  York,  to  embark 
a  confiderable  corps  in  the  Britifli  fleet,  which  would  probably  fail 
from  that  place  on  the  5th  of  Oftober  towards  the  Chefapeak.  To 
this  letter  is  attributed  the  order  for  the  Britifli  troops  to  quit  (P.)  the  • 
outward,  and  retire  to  the  ixiner  pofition,  which  was  accompliflied 
before  daybreak. 

The  works  ereded  for  the  proteftion  of  York  town,  confiflied,  on 
the  right,  of  redoubts  and  batteries,  with  a  line  of  ftockade  in  the 
rear,  which  fupported  a  high  parapet  of  earth.     The  redoubts  were 

(0,)NoteO,.  (P.)  Note  P. 

fur--- 
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Chap.  VI.  furniihed  with  fraizhig  and  abbatls.  A  marfliy  ravine  (2.)  lay  in 
front  of  the  right,  over  which  was  placed  a  large  redoubt,  with  a  good 
ditch,  fraizing,  and  abbatis  :  The  morafs  extended  along  the  center, 
which  was  defended  by  a  line  of  flockade,  and  by  batteries  that  looked 
upon  all  the  avenues  to  the  fwamp  :  On  the  left  of  the  center,  was  a 
horn  work,  with  a  ditch,  a  row  of  fraize,  and  an  abbatis  :  Some  em- 
brazures  for  cannon  were  at  prefent  open  in  this  work.  The  left  was 
fortified  by  redoubts,  communications  of  earth,  and  batteries,  which 
were  all  furniflied  with  fraizing,  but  without  flockade  or  abbatis. 
Two  redoubts  were  advanced  before  the  left,  which  were  fmall,  and 
not  fo  well  finifhed  as  that  in  front  of  the  right.  The  ground  in  front 
of  the  left  was  in  fome  parts  on  a  level  with  the  works,  in  others  cut 
by  ravines,  and  altogether  very  convenient  for  the  befiegers.  The 
fpace  within  the  works  was  exceedingly  narrow,  not  large  enough  for 
rsctrenchments,  and,  except  under  the  cliff,  expofed  to  enfilade. 

A  VIEW  of  the  plan,  as  well  as  this  defcrlption,  muft  fuggeft,  that 
the  retreat  to  the  fortifications  of  the  town  was  a  meafure  (Q^  prema- 
turely adopted  :  That  the  ground  and  compafs  of  the  outward  pofition 
rendered  it  ftrong,  and  well  adapted  to  the  nature  and  number  of  the 
King's  troops :  That  an  attack  in  it  was  a  circumftance  earneftly  to  be 
defired  by  the  Britlfli ;  but  would  cprtainly  not  have  been  attempted  by 
the  allies  before  they  received  their  heavy  cannon,  and  advanced  by 
regular  approaches :  That  this  latter  alTertiou  is  verified  by  the  cau- 
tious conduft  of  the  French,  whofe  defign  of  faving  men,  brought 
with  extreme  difficulty  from  Europe,  was  manifefted  during  the  whole 
fiege:  That  great,  time  would  have  been  gained  by  holding  and  dif- 

(2.)  Which  is  defcribed  in  the  outward  pofuion;  with  the  Charon  and  Guadaloupe  ly- 
ing oppofite  to  it. 
(Q^)  Note  0= 

putlug 
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putlng  the  ground  inch  by  inch,  both  to  finifli  the  works  of  York  Chap.  Y-I, 
town,  and  to  retard  the  operations  of  the  combined  army  :  That  no 
fudden  danger  could-  be  apprehended  by  vigilant  troops,  with  proper 
precautions,  and  the  advantageous  defences  conflrufted  on  the  outward 
pofition  ;  and  that  the  relinquiflaing  it,  to  coop  the  troops  up  in  the 
contradled  and  unfinifhed  works  of  York  town,  unexpededly  haftened 
the  furrender  of  the  Biicifh  army. 

At  dawn,  Lieutenant  Cameron  of  the  legion  was  directed  to  make 
as  many  prifoners  as  he  could  with  a  fmall  detachment  of  picked' 
dragoons.'     He  fell. in  with  a  reoonnoitering  party  at  daybreak:  He 
charged   them   though  fuperior   in   numbers    without  hefitation,  and 
brought  off  Colonel  Scammell,  who  was  wounded  in  attempting  to  re- 
treat.    Immediately  after  funrife,.  the  American  and  French  generals 
had  notice  that  the  Britifh  army  had  retired  into  York  town.     Thfe  • 
combined  forces  appeared  moving  in  feveral  columns ;  and  an  affault 
was  more  to  be  apprehended  before  ten  o'clock  that,  morning  than  at: 
any  precedent  or  fubfequent  period,,  till  the  completion  of  the  fecond  ' 
parallel.     The  unfinifhed  flate  of  the  works,  the  want  of  abbatis,  the  : 
badnefs  of  the  pofition,  and  the  difficulty  of  arranging  both  the  troops  ■ 
and  the  artillery,  would  have  rendered  the  attempt  not  very  hazardous,  , 
if  General  Wafhington  had  either  been  acquainted  with  thefe  circum^  - 
fiances,  or  had  reafon  to  doubt  the  fuperiority  of  the  French  navy  in  • 
the  American  feas.     In  the  courfe.  of  the  forenoon  the  allies  took-pof-  - 
feflion  of  the  ground  abandoned  by  the  Britifh,  and  felt  the  redoubt  in 
front  of  the  right,  whence  they  were  repulfed  by  the   23d  regiment 
Rationed  in  that  quarter.     The  works  (a.)  which  had  been  conflrufted  York  tow*  a 
©nthe  gorge,  between  the  heads  of  the  creeks,-  proved  of  confiderable  ' 

(a.),  in.  note  R,';. 
•I;i./  Titilitjr,* 
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Chap.  VL  Utility  to  the  combin.ed  (d.)  forces  :  The  addition  of  one  redoubt,  and 
the  clofing  the  fleche  on  the  Hampton  road,  ferved  equally  to  inveft 
the  town,  and  to  proted  their  own  encampment. 

On  the  ifl  and  2d  of  Ofcober,  advanced  detachments  of  the  allies, 
with  general  officers  and  engineers,  reconnoitered  the  Britifh  lines.  It 
was  foon  evident,  the  principal  attack  would  be  direded  agaiaft  the 
left,  A  few  cannon  fhot  were  fired  from  the  embrazures  which  looked 
■upon  the  works  the  enemy  were  finifhing  on  the  gorge  :  Large  parties 
of  infantry  were  employed  on  the  magazines  in  the  tov/n,  and  at  the 
2d  Odober.  outward  redoubts  upon  the  left.  In  the  evening,  the  legion  cavalry 
and  mounted  infantry  were  paffed  over  the  river  to  Gloucefter.  At 
daybreak  in  the  morning,  Lieutenant-colonel  Dundas,  who  commanded 
that  poft,  led  out  detachments  from  all  the  corps  in  his  garrifon  to 
forage  the  country  in  front.  About  three  miles  from  Gloucefter  the 
waggons  and  tlie  bat  horfes  were  loaded  with  Indian  corn,  and  at  ten 
o'clock  the  infantry  of  the  covering  party  began  to  return.  The  rear 
guard,  compofed  of  dragoons,  formed  an  ambufcade  for  fome  militia 
horfemen  who  made  their  appearance,  and  who  came  near  enough  to 
give  efFedl  to  the  flratagem.  The  waggons  and  infantry  had  nearly 
reached  York  river  before  the  cavalry  began  to  retreat.  When  they 
had  proceeded  to  the  wood  in  front  of  Gloucefter,  Lieutenant  Came- 
ron, who  had  been  fent  with  a  patrole  to  the  rear,  reported,  that  the 
enemy  were  advancing  in  force.  A  column  of  dufl,  and  afterwards 
fome  French  huffars,  became  vifible. 

Part  of  the  legion,  of  the  17th,  and  of  Simcoe's  dragoons,  were 
ordered  to  face  about  in  the  wood,  whilft  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton, 

(d.)  In  note  Z, 

with 
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tvltli  Lieutenant  Cameron's  party,  reconnoltered  the  enemy.  The  fu-  Chap.  VL 
periority  of  their  horfes  enabled  this  detachment  to  fkirmifh  fuccefs- 
fully  with  the  huflars  of  Lauzun.  At  this  point  of  time,  Brigadier- 
general  de  Choify  was  moving  down  the  road  with  a  corps  of  cavalry 
and  infantry,  to  fuftain  his  people  in  front,  and  the  Englifh  rear  guard 
was  forming  at  the' edge  of  a  wood  upwards  of  a  mile  diftant,  in  fight 
of  the  fkirmilh  upon  the  intermediate  plain  ;  when  a  dragoon's  hoife 
of  the  Britifli  legion,  plunged,  on  being  ftruck  with  a  fpear  by  one  of 
the  hulans,  (3.)  and  overthrew  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  and  his 
horfe.  This  circumftance  happening  fo  much  nearer  to  the  body  of 
the  French  than  the  Bririfh  cavalry,  excited  an  apprehenfion  in  the 
latter  for  the  fafety  of  their  commanding  officer.  Impelled  by  this 
idea,  the  whole  of  the  Englifli  rear  guard  fet  out  full  fpeed  from  its 
diftant  fituation,  and  arrived  in  fuch  diforder,  that  its  charge  was  una- 
ble to  make  impreflion  upon  the  Duke  of  Lauzun's  huflars,  who  at 
this  period  were  formed  upon  the  plain.  Meanwhile  Tarleton  efcaped 
the  enemy,  and  obtained  another  horfe,  when  perceiving  the  broken 
ftate  of  his  cavalry,  occafioned  by  their  anxiety  for  his  fafety,  and 
which  now  precluded  all  vigorous  efforts,  he  ordered  a  retreat,  to  af- 
ford them  opportunity  of  recovering  from  their  confufion.  At  three 
hundred  yards  from  the  French  fquadrons  he  dlfmounted  forty  infan- 
try, jufl  come  up  under  Captain  Champagne,  and  placed  them  in  a 
thicket  on  his  right :  The  fire  of  this  party  reftrained  the  enemy's  huf- 
flirs,  and.  the  Britllh  were  foon  rallied.  A  difpofition  was  Inflantly 
made  to  charge  the  front  of  the  huflars  with  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dragoons,  whilft:  a  detachment  wheeled  upon  their  flank  :  No  fliock, 
however,  took  place  between  the  two  bodies  of  cavalry ;  the  French 

f 3.)  A  part  of  Duke  de  Lauzun's  regiment,  wlio  were  armed  with  fpears.  —  The 
author  begs  leave  to  apologize  to  the  readef  for  detaihng,  at  this  critical  period  of  the 
fiege,  a  (kirtnillj  unimportant  in  itfelf,  hald  it  not  been  varioufly  related. 

•  3  C  huflars 
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Chap.  VI.  huflars  retired  behind  their  infantry  and  a  numerous  militia  who  had 
arrived  at  the  edge  of  the  plain.  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton,  upon 
receiving  part  of  their  fire  from  behind  a  rail,  again  ordered  the  retreat 
to  be  founded.  Many  attempts  were  made  afterwards  to  detach  the 
French  huflars  from  their  infantry,  but  they  were  all  inefFedlual.  The 
troops  between  whom  this  fkirmifh  happened  confifted  of  the  rear  guard 
of  an  Englifh  (e.)  foraging  party,  oppofed  to  Brigadier  de  Choify,  at 
the  head  of  great  part  of  the  corps  fent  to  blockade  GlouceAer.  The 
Britifh  troops  had  one  officer  and  eleven  men  killed  and  wounded. 
The  French  (4.)  had  two  officers  and  fourteen  huflars  killed  and 
wounded.  The  next  day,  General  de  Choify,  being  reinforced  by  a 
detachment  of  marines,  proceeded  to  cut  off  all  land  communications 
between  the  country  and  Gloucefter. 

At  York  town  the  King's  troops  worked  with  great  induftry,  and 
they  were  not  interrupted  before  the  enemy  opened  their  batteries ;  the 
Britilh  artillery,  however,  was  conftantly  employed  in  impeding  the 
labour  of  the  combined  army.  On  the  night  of  the  6th,  a  large  de- 
tachment of  American  and  French  troops  made  confiderable  progrefs 
in  the  firft  (a.)  parallel,  which  extended  from  the  high  ground  above 
the  river,  along  the  left  of  the  Britiffi  lines,  as  far  as  the  ravine  that 
approached  the  hornwork,  occupied  by  the  light  infantry.  The  length 
of  the  parallel  was  about  one  thoufand  yards,  and  its  diftance  from  the 
place,  in  general,  fix  hundred.  The  Americans  guarded  the  trenches, 
and  conduced  the  attack  upon  the  right  of  the  combined  forces ;  the 
French  upon  the  left :  The  emulation  of  the  officers  communicated 
2,eal  to  the  foldiery.    Works  were  alfo  commenced  by  the  French  on 

(e.)  In  note  Z. 

(4.)  See  journal  of  Count  de  Rochambeau's  operation?, 

(a.)  In  note  W. 
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the  right  of  the  Britifti,  immediately  oppofite  to  the  redoubt  garrifoned  Caw,  vi. 
by  the  23d  regiment.  The  batteries  of  the  allies  opened  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  9th,  Two  days  cannonade  clearly  demonftrated  the  bad- 
nefs  of  the  pofition  of  the  King's  troops,  and  the  weaknefs  of  the  de- 
fences. The  circle  within  the  lines  prefented  no  place  of  fecurity  ex- 
cept under  the  cliff,  and  the  fortifications  were  foon  cotifiderably  da- 
maged by  the  fhot  and  fljells  of  the  enemy. 

About  this  period,  Major  (S.)  Cochrane  arrived  with  a  difpatch 
from  the  commander  in  chief;  whereby  Earl  Cornwallls  was  acquaint- 
ed with  the  ftate  of  the  Britilh  navy  at  New  York,  and  the  uncertainty 
of  any  move  from  that  quarter  towards  the  Chefapeak.  Every  line  of 
Sir  Henry  Clinton's  letter  defcribed  the  circumftances  which  mlghr 
delay  his  progrefs,  and  expreffed  anxiety  for  the  fituation  of  Earl 
jpornwallis ;  and  it  concluded  by  requiring  his  lordftiip's  opinion  re- 
fpeding  any  diverfion  that  he  could  make  to  cover  the  retreat  of  the 
Britifb  forces  from  York  town  and  Gloucefler.  The  fituation  of  the 
Virginia  army  becoming  every  day  more  critical,  and  all  hopes  of  re- 
lief, which  could  at  no  time  have  been  fanguine,  having  now  totally 
vaniflied,  there  appeared  no  likely  meafure  to  refcue  the  flower  of  the 
King's  troops  from  captivity  except  their  own  peribnai  exertion.  Soon 
after  the  arrival  of  Major  Cochrane,  it  was  offered  as  advice  to  Earl 
Cornwallis,  to  evacuate  the  miferable  works  of  York  town  ;  where 
every  hour  both  of  day  and  night,  was  an  hour  of  watching  and  dan- 
ger to  the  officer  and  foldier ;  where  every  gun  was  difmounted  as  foon 
as  fliewn  ;  and  where  a  long  defence,  againfl:  fuperior  numbers  and  fupe- 
rior  artillery,  was  (T.)  utterly  hopelefs.  To  abandon  fortifications  that 
were  not  tenable,  and  adopt  a  defign,  which,  at  tills  jundure,  had  every 

'<S.)  Note  S.  (T.)  Note  T, 
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Chap,  VI.  probability  of  fuccefs,  was  equally  honourable  and  judicious.  The 
deftru6tiou  of  the  royal  army,  if  it  remained  in  York  town,  was  ine- 
vitable :  The  fate  of  the  befl  part  of  It>  in  attempting  to  pafs  through 
the  country,  was  doubtful.  The  plan  propofed  pointed  out  the  faci*- 
lity  of  tranfporting  a  large  body  of  infantry  in  the  night  to  Gloucefter, 
the  vulnerable  fituation  of  Bf igadier-general' de  Choify's  corps,  and  the 
practicability  of  attaining  one  hundred  miles ^ifl-ance  by  rapid  marches^ 
when  a  determination  might  be  formed,  from  the  circumftances  which 
then  prefented  themfelves,  whether  a  fouthward  or  anorthward  route- 
would  be  moft  advantageous  for  the  Britilh  forces. 

The  obflacles  to  this  enterprize  will  be  difplayed,  and  in  a  great 
meafure  removed,  by  defcribing  the  relative  fituations  of  York  towa 
and  Gloucefler,  the  means  of  evacuating  them,  the  natu-re  of  the 
country  through  which  the  King's  forces  were  to  pafs,  and  the  qualitj 
and  number  of  the  troops  to  be  employed  on  the  occaiian.  ■  The  bank 
of  the  river  and  the  Ihape  of  the  cliff,  at  York  town,  are  concave : 
The  points  being  poffefl'ed  by  the  Britifti,  all  operations  on  the  (hore 
were  concealed  from  the  enemy.  The  army  had,  exclufive  of  the 
navy,  many  boats  and  much  fmall  craft,  which,  properly  manned, 
could  tranfport  twelve  hundred  infantry  at  a  trip,  and  with  the  affif- 
tance  of  the  navy,  above  two  thoufand.  No  difficulties  occur,  there- 
fore, to  impede  great  part  of  the  troops  withdrawing  in  the  night, 
embarking,  croffing  the  river,  and  deftroying  the  boats  after  the  paf- 
fage.  Gloucefter  was  not  befieged  :  Brigadier  de  Choify  only  block- 
aded that  poft  with  the  Duke  de  Lauzun's  legion,  (three  hundred  and 
fifty  men)  feven  hundred  marines,  and  twelve  hundred  militia  ;  which 
(  corps  he  employed  in  the  following  manner  :  The  main  body  were 

encamped  upon  the  plain,  three  miles  from  Gloucefler,  behind  a  flight 
abbatis,  and  a  Urge  detachment  was  advanced  to  a  narrow  wood,  about 

a  mile 
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a  mile  and  a  half  in  their  front ;  where,  about  this  time,  a  work  was  Chap.  VI. 
■commenced,  which  was  not  half  finished  when  the  capitulation  was 
figned  at  York.  The  nature  of  Brigadier  Choify's  pofition,  and  the 
mixed  quality  of  his  troops,  could  not  threaten  a  very  formidable  re- 
finance. The  difficulty  of  his  knowing  a  falfe  from  a  real  attack  in 
the  dark,  would,  in  all  probability,  fo  divide  his  refolution  and  his 
corps,  that  he  would  be  beat  in  detail.  A  fuppofition  that  the  Britifh 
forces  fele£led  for  the  movement  through  the  country  would  bedrivea. 
back  into  Gloucefter,  could  not  for  a  moment  be  entertained,. 

The  country  between  the  Rappahanock  and  York  river,  was  as  rich :  . : 

and  plentiful  as  any  part  of  America,  and   had  not  during  the  whole 
war  been  invaded   or  deftroyed  :  It  abounded  with  grain,  cattle,  and ; 
horfes  :  The  feafon  of  th-e  year,  too,  was  particularly  favourable,  on 
account  of  provifions  and  forage  :  The  Indian  corn,  which  fupplies 
both  bread  and  fodder,  was  juft  colledled  and  ftored.     The  diftance  of 
one  hundred  miles  being  obtained,  it  would  then  be  optionable  for  the 
Britifh   general,  either  to  point  his  courfe  towards  Philadelphia,  (a.) 
upon  which,  previous  to  his  departure   from  York  town,  he  might 
requeft  the  commander  in  chief  to  make  an  attempt,  in  order  to  form  . 
a  jundlion,  and  favour  his  retreat :    Or,  to  direct  his  march  to  the 
fouthward,  having  reached  a  fituation  high  enough  in  the  country,  ta 
pafs  all  the  rivers  at  their  fords,  and  by  this  means  acquire  once  more  . 
a  marked  fuperiority  in  South  Carolina. 

Upwards  of  three  thoufand  picked  infantry,  and  four  hundred  ca-* 
valry  and  mounted  infantry,  could  eafily  be  withdrawn,  and  might 
with  propriety  be  employed  in  forming  the  retreat.     Part  of  the  foot  t 

(a.)  In  note  S.  . 

had  , 
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Chap.  VI.  bad  b^ea  accuftomed  to  long  marches,  bad  provifions,  and  extreme 
hardflilps :  They  had  traverfed  the  fouthern  provinces,  and  had  fur- 
mounted  almoft  incredible  difficulties  without  murmuring  or  defertion: 
The  other  corps  were  equally  capable  and  zealous,  and  only  required  a 
trial  to  gain  equal  glory  :  The  light  baggage  qf  the  pfficers  might  b« 
placed  upon  horfes,  but  no  waggons  allowed  for  it ;  all  the  officers 
would  have  patiently  and  chearfuUy  acquiefced  in  this  neceffary  com- 
mand :  The  troops,  both  infantry  and  cavalry,  (hoold  be  fupplied 
with  three  days  provifions  at  Gloucefter,  to  carry  on  their  backs : 
Twenty  waggons  with  good  horfes  might  be  provided  ;  in  three  of 
which,  boats  with  cordarge  and  pioneers  implements  (hould  be  con- 
veyed ;  a  number  of  artificers  and  failors  would  readily  attend  thefe 
ufeful  appendages  :  The  other  waggons  could  be  loaded  with  flour, 
fait,  and  ammunition.  All  the  field  artillery  in  Gloucefter  might  b$ 
employed  againft  the  neighbouring  poft  of  the  enemy  ;  but  after  that 
event,  the  number  fhould  be  limitted  to  four  or  fix  light  pieces.  Tile 
cavalry  had  already  quitted  York  town,  and  were  in  good  order : 
A  body  of  infantry  could  be  mounted  on  the  fpare  horfes  of  the 
quarter-mafter  general  and  artillery  departments,  then  in  Gloucefter. 
Detachments  of  dragoons  and  mounted  infantry  might  a«5l  advanta- 
geoufly  together,  either  to  guard  the  front  or  the  rear  of  the  army,  to 
feize  provifions,  to  fecure  defiles,  or  to  move  rapidly  and  vigoroufly 
upon  any  emergency.  Many  horfes  would  undoubtedly  fall  i«to  the 
pofleflion  of  the  Britilli  in  the  affair  with  the  Brigadier  de  Choify,  and 
many  hundreds  might  be  colleded  from  the  populous  counties  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Rappahanock.  The  Britifh  dragoons,  who  were  fupe- 
rior  in  number,  and  much  better  mounted,  would  prefs  the  huflars  of 
Lauzun  to  extremity,  being  fully  fenfible  of  the  neceflity  and  utility 
of  fuch  an  event ;  and  would  afterwards  employ  themfelves  afliduoufly 
to  procure  all  the  horfes  within  their  reach  :  It  is,  therefore,  not  in- 
credible 
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Credible  but  that  horfes  would  be  taken  and  found,  to  mount  near  half  Chap.VI. 
the  Britifh  infantry,  before  they  had  proceeded  fifty  miles  from  Glou- 
cefter. 

It  is  not  unfeafonable  to  form  Tome  reflexions  upon  the  meafures 
the  combhied  army  would  adopt,  in  confequence  of  this  movement  of 
the  Britifti.  After  taking poffeffion  of  York  town,  the  generals  would 
ivaturally  fend  to  the  French  fleet  for  boats :  This  circumftance,  toge- 
ther with  councik  of  war,  and  correfpondence  with  the  admiral,  would 
certainly  confume  a  period  of  three  days  before  any  important  deilgti 
could  be  determined  on  for  execution.  A  divifion  of  troops  would  then 
probably  be  lent  to  the  head  of  the  Chefapeak  ;  another  up  James 
river,  and  a  third  would  perhaps  be  ordered  to  follow  the  route  of  the 
Britifh  army.  But  notwithftanding  all  tbefe  preventive  meafures,  the 
efforts  of  the  enemy  to  harafs,  to  flop,  or  to  encompafs  the  King's 
troops,  without  a  fuperior  cavalry,  mufl  prove  frurtlefs.  Many  ind- 
ents, which,  viewed  feparately,  might  appear  trifling,  would,  whreu 
united,  produce  effential  confequences,  and  confiderably  favour  the  re- 
treat of  the  Britifh.  The  likelihood  of  deflroyitig  the  French  huffars 
at  the  commencement  of  the  expedition;,  the  hardfhips  to  be  endured 
\rpon  the  march,  which  the  followers  would  find  proportionably  aug- 
mented; the  want  of  ovens  for  baking  bread  might  impede  the  advance 
of  the  French,  though  it  could  not  afFe<5l  the  progrefs  of  the  Britifh  :. 
By  long  and  repeated  ufe,  the  latter  had  acquired  the  habit  of  difpeiv 
fing  with  all  conveniencies ;  the  want  of  which  the  former  were  as 
unacquainted  with  as  with  the  language  of  the  country.  And  to  thefe 
circumflances  might  be  added,  the  probable  divifion  of  force  which 
would  arife  from  a  certain  oppofition  in  the  plans  of  the  two  French 
commanders.  The  Count  de  Rochambeau  would  indubitably  wifh  to 
follow  the  fuccefs  of  York  town,  whilft  the  Count  de  GrafTe  would  be 

equally 
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Chap.  VI,  equally  folicitous  to  return  to  the  Weft  Indies,  the  great  theatre  of  naval 
operations.  This  contention  of  opinion,  if  it  did  not  weaken  the 
French  army  by  the  removal  of  St.  Simon's  brigade,  would,  at  leaft, 
produce  perplexity,  debate,  and  delay. 

The  line  of  condudt  moft  likely  and  advifable  for  General  Washing- 
ton to  adopt,  on  this  emergency,  would  be  to  tranfport  the  greateft 
part  of  his  continentals,  by  Baltimore,  to  Pennfylvania,  in  order  to 
cover  Philadelphia,  which  might  not  be  an  eafy  or  fafe  bufinefs,  if  the. 
French  fquadron  quitted  the  Chefapeak,  and  to  detach  the  Marquis  de, 
la  Fayette  up  James  river,  to  oppofe  the  return  of  Earl  Cornwallis  to 
the  fouthward.     But  allowing  the  beft  plans  to  be  adopted,  and  the  exe- 
cution to  be  equally  finifhed,  there  is  the  ftrongeft  reafon  to  believe  that 
the  Britifh  general  would  efcape  with  the  flower  of  his  army,  by  aban- 
doning, in  good  time,  a  few  frigates,  a  train  of  artillery,  and  a  num- 
ber of  fick :  Sacrifices  highly  juftifiable  in  his  defperate  fituation  :  The 
evil  and  good  that  would  have  refulted  from  the  experiment  may  be 
contrafted  in  a  few  words  :   If  the  march  failed,  it  would  certainly 
confound  and  ^delay  the  defigns  of  the  French  ;  and. if  the  Britifh  did- 
fall  into  the  hands  of  their  enemies,  they  would  fall  later,  and  with^ 
increafed  reputation,  by  having  ufed  the  moft  judicious  and  vigorous, 
efforts  to  avert  the  calamity;  but  the  tried  powers  and  fuperlor  qua-, 
lities  of  the  King's  troops,  with  the  calculation  of  the  favourable  cir-  , 
cumftances  of  time  and  place,  demonftrated  the  feafibility  of  accom- 
pllfhing  a  retreat,  which  would  have  enhanced  the  military  glory,  and  ^ 
promoted  the  general  welfare  of  their  countrj. 

Two  ftrong  reafons  urged  an  evacuation  immediately  after  Major  - 
Cochrane's  arrival :  The  uncertainty  of  the  climate  during  theautumn,  , 
recommended  the  prefeiit  fine  weather  ;  and  the  diftance  of  the  Ame- 

2  ricans 
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ficans  and  French  allowed  a  more  convenient  opportunity  than  when  Chap.  VI. 
they  had  completed  their  fecond  parallel :  The  retreat  was,  however, 
poftponed,  and  other  events  prefent  themfelves  to  immediate  attention. 
On  the  night  of  (b.)  the  nth  the  enemy  commenced  their  fecond  pa- 
rallel :  The  Biitifh  howitzers  and  fmall  mortars  were  employed  to  in- 
terrupt their  progrefs  ;  but  the  French  and  Americans  were  greatly  co- 
vered and  protected,  whilft  at  work,  by  their  batteries,  which  obliged 
the  befieged  to  fhut  up  the  embrafures  on  the  left  of  their  lines.  The 
fecond  parallel  was  confiderably  advanced  before  the  firft  :  It  approached 
the  redoubts,  \rhich  were  placed  on  the  left  flank  of  York  town  :  The 
places  of  arms  and  the  communications  were  judicioufly  conftru£l;ed. 
The  King's  troops  now  began  to  lofe  men  very  faft,  both  by  ficknefs 
and  by  the  enemy's  fire :  To  reinforce  the  line,  Lieutenant-colonel 
Dundas  was  ordered  with  great  part  of  the  8oth  regiment  from  Glou- 
cefter,  and  the  future  command  of  that  poll  was  intrufted  to  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Tarleton. 

•  On  the  evening  of  the  14th,  General  Wafliington  dlre^fled  a  detach- 
ment from  each  army  to  attack,  after  daik,  the  two  outward  redoubts 
npon  the  left  of  the  Britifh  lines  at  York.     The  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  Two  re- 

■*■  doubts  at 

commanded  the  alTault  made  from  the  American  works,  and  the  Baron  York  tows 

carried  by 

de  Viomenil  that  which  proceeded  from  the  French  trenches.     The 'he  French 

and  Ameri- 

Anaericans,  headed  by  a  number  of  officers  and  volunteers,  performed  cans. 
their  duty  with  vigour  and  courage  :  The  Britifli  redoubt,  which  had 
been  much  damaged  by  the  fire  of  the  batteries,  was  foon  carried,  and 
-the  commanding  officer,  with  many  of  his  detachment,  was  made 
prifoner.  Colonels  Hamilton,  Lawrance,  and  De  Gimat,  diflinguifh- 
ed  themfelves  on  this  occafion.     The  Baron  de  Viomenil  was  not  lefs 

(b.)  In  note  W 
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Chap.  VI.  fuccefsful  in  his  attempt.  The  French  chafleurs  and  grenadiers  met 
with  more  difficulties  and  greater  lofsj  but  they  entered  with  fixed 
bayonets,  and  made  themfelves  mafters  of  the  redoubt.  The  Count 
de  Deux  Fonts,  the  Count  Charles  de  Damas,  and  feveral  other 
French  officers  of  diftindion,  were  amongft  the  foremoft  of  the  af- 
failants.  No  trial  was  made  by  the  King's  troops  to  re-poflefs  the  re- 
doubts ;  and  the  working  party  of  the  combined  army  included  them 
within  their  parallel  before  morning.  The  lofs  of  men  fuftained  by 
the  Britifh  was  not  great,  or  nearly  fo  important  as  the  lofs  of  the 
ground  covered  by  the  redoubts.  The  enemy's  woi^cs  were  puffied 
forwards  with  (kill  as  well  as  affiduity,  and,  by  their  nearer  approach 
to  the  body  of  the  place,  the  fituation  of  the  befieged  became  every 
hour  more  difadvantageous.  The  batteries  of  the  firft  parallel  had 
filenced  the  cannon  of  the  town,  and  made  confiderable  impreffion  on 
the  fortifications :  Thofe  of  the  fecond  parallel  were  nearly  finifhed  on 
the  15th,  and  foon  expeded  to  open  with  redoubled  devaftation. 

In  this  critical  fituation,  Earl  Cornwallis  wrote  (V.)  to  the  com- 
mander in  chief,  and  advifed  him  not  to  run  great  rilk  with  the  Britifh 
navy  and  army,  in  attempting  to  relieve  him,  as  his  condition  was- 
nearly  defperate,  and  his  defence  of  York  town  could  not  much  longer 
be  protrafled.  In  order  to  delay  t5he  opening  of  the  batteries  upon  the 
Sortie  from  fecond  parallel,  his  lordfliip  planned  a.  fortie,  to  be  put  in  execution 
l>efore  daybreak  on  the  i6th.  The  dire£lion  (c.)  of  the  fally  was. 
given  to  Lieutenant-colonel  Abercrombie,  who  divided  a  corps  of  three 
hundred  and  fifty  men  into  two  parties  :  He  appointed  Lieutenant-co- 
lonel Lake  to  the  divifion,  which  confifted  of  grenadiers  feleded  from 
the  guards  and  the  80th  regiment,  and  he  placed  Major  Armftrong  to 

(V.)  Note^V.  (c.)  I»  not<>.W» 

the 
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the  other,  which  was  compofed  of  hght  infantry.  Before  dawn,  two  Chai>.  VI, 
batteries  and  the  cov-ering  redoubts  in  the  fecond  parallel  were  gallantly 
attacked,  and  carried,  without  any  confiderable  lofs.  A  large  body  of 
French  troops,  under  the  Vifcount  de  Noailles,  foon  moved  forwards 
to  retake  the  works  in  front,  when  the  Britifli  retreated  to  their  own 
lines,  having  killed  and  taken  fome  officers  and  foldiers,  and  fpiked 
eleven  pieces  of  heavy  cannon.  Though  this  atlion  was  fuccefsful, 
and  enhanced  the  reputation  of  the  officers  and  troops  that  were  en- 
gaged, the  public  fervice  was  not  much  benefited  by  it.  The  cannon, 
owing  to  the  hurry  of  the  Britifh,  or  to  the  ingenuity  of  the  French, 
■  were  foon  unfpiked,  and  the  batteries  were  nearly  finiflied  before 
evening. 

A  FEW  hours  cannonade  from  the  new  batteries  upon  York  town, 
where  the  fraizings  were  already  deftroyed,  the  guns  difmounted, 
many  breaches  efFedled,  and  the  (hells  nearly  expended,  would  be  pro- 
dudive  either  of  a  capitulation,  or  an  affault.  A  retreat  by  Gloucefter 
was  the  only  expedient  that  now  prefented  itfelf  to  avert  the  morrlfica- 
tion  of  a  furrender,  or  the  deftru^lion  of  a  ftorm.  Though  this  plan 
appeared  lefs  pradicable  than  when  firft  propofed,  and  was  adopted  at 
this  crifis,  as  the  lafl  refource,  it  yet  afforded  fome  hopes  of  fuccefs. 
In  the  evening,  Earl  Cornwallis  fent  Lord  Chewton  to  Gloucefter,  i6th  Oct. 
with  explicit  dire(5lions  for  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  to  prepare 
fome  artillery  and  other  requifites  from  his  garrifon  to  accompany  the 
Britifla  troops  with  which  his  lordfliip  defigned  to  attack  Brigadier  de 
Choify  before  daybreak,  and  afterwards  retreat  through  the  country. 
The  guards  of  cavalry  and  infantry  at  Tarleton's  poll  were  im- 
mediately augmented,  and  many  officers  were  advanced  as  fentries, 
to  prevent  any  intelligence  being  conveyed  to  the  enemy.  All  the 
commanding  officers  of  regiments  were  afterwards,  acquainted  with 

3  D  2  the 
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Chap.  VI.  the  intended  projeft,  that  their  corps  might  be  completely  afiembkd 
and  equipped.  The  fpare  horfes  of  the  gnrrifou  were  ordered  to  parade 
for  the  benefit  of  the  infantry,  and  the  neceflary  artillery  and  waggons 
were  prepared.  A  number  of  failors  and  foldiers  were  difpatched  with 
boats  from  Gloucefler,  to  afiifl  the  troops  in  paffing  the  river.  Earl 
Cornwallls  fent  off  the  firfl  embarkation  before  eleven  o'clock  that 
night,  confifting  of  the  light  infantry,  great  part  of  the  brigade  of 
guards,  and  the  23d  regiment,  and  purpofed  himfelf  to  pafs  with  the  fe- 
cond,  when  he  had  finiflied  a  letter  to  General  Wafhington,  calculated 
to  excite  the  humanity  of  that  officer  towards  the  fick,  the  wounded,  and 
the  detachment  that  would  be  left  to  capitulate.  Much  of  the  fmall 
craft  had  been  damaged  during  the  (iege  ;  yet  it  was  computed,  that 
three  trips  would  be  fufficient  to  convey  over  all  the  troops  that  were 
iieceffary  for  the  expedition.  The  whole  of  the  firft  divifion  arrived 
before  midnight,  and  part  of  the  fecond  had  embarked,  when  a  fquall, 
attended  with  rain,  fcattered  the  boats,  and  impeded  their  return  to 
Gloucefler.  About  two  o'clock  In  the  morning  the  weather  began  to 
moderate,  when  orders  were  brought  to  the  commanding  officers  of 
the  corps  that  had  pafTed,  to  re-crofs  the  water.  As  the  boats  were 
all  on  the  York  fide  the  river,  in  order  to  bring  over  the  troops,  it 
required  fome  time  to  row  them  to  Gloucefler,  to  carry  back  the  in- 
fantry of  the  firfl  embarkation  ;  but  foon  after  daybreak  they  returned 
under  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  batteries  to  Earl  Cornwallis,  at  York 
town.     Thus  expired  the  lafl  hope  of  the  Britifh  army. 

17th  Oft.  In  the  forenoon,  (d.)  his  lordfhip,  by  a  flag,  propofed  a  ceflatlon  of 

York  town    hoflillties  for  twenty-four  hours,  in  order  to  fettle  the  terms  for  the 

and  Glou- 

caiter. 

(d.)  In  note  W. 
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furfender  of  York  and  Gloucefter.  (X.)  General  Wafliington,  in  an-  Chap.  YL 
fwer,  admitted  a  fufpenfion  of  arms  for  two  hours,  that  Earl  Corn- 
wallis  might  tranfmit  in  writing  the  offers  which  he  intended,  as  the 
foundation  of  a  treaty.  His  lordfhip  replied,  that  the  garrifons  of 
York  town  and  Gloucefter  fhould  be  prifoners  of  war,  with  cuflomary 
honours  ;  that  the  officers  and  foldiers,  both  Britifli  and  German, 
fliould  be  fent  to  their  refpective  countries,  under  engagement  not  to 
ferve  againft  France,  America,  or  their  allies,  until  rcleafed,  or  regu- 
larly exchanged  ;  that  all  arms  and  public  flores  fhould  be  faithfully 
delivered  ;  but  that  the  ufual  indulgence  of  fide  arms  to  officers,  and 
of  retaining  private  property,  fliould  be  granted  to  officers  and  foldiers. 
Earl  Cornwallis  likewife  required  fom'e  ftipulations  for  the  benefit  of 
individuals  in  civil  capacities,  and  the  followers  of  the  army.  Hoflili- 
ties  were  not  renewed  in  the  evening,  or  during  the  night ;  and  Gene- 
ral Wafhington  anfwered  the  next  day,  that  the  garrifons  of  York  . 
and  Gloueefter  fliould  be  received  as  prifoners  of  War  ;  that  the  annexed 
condition  of  fending  the  Britifli  and  German  troops  to  the  parts  of  Eu- 
rope to  which  they  refpedlively  belonged  wasinadmifTible  ;  that  the 
fame  honours  would  be  granted  to  the  furrendering  army,  as  were 
granted  to  the  garrifon  of  Charles  town  ;  and  that  the  (hipping,  boats, 
artillery,  armsj  accoutrements,  and  military  chefl,  were  to  be  deli- 
vered to  the  heads  of  departments,  who  would  be  inftrufted  to  receive 
them.  Two  hours  were  allowed  to  confider  thefe  and  other  propofal?, 
and  to  appoint  commiffioners  to  digefl  the  articles  of  capitulation; 
•otherwife  hoftilities  would  be  recommenced.  Earl  Cornwallis,  after 
making  fome  fpecifications,  nominated  Lieutenant- colonel  Dundas  and 
Major  Rofs,  to  meet  the  Vifcount  de  Noailles  and  Colonel  Lawrence, 
at  Moore's  houfe,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  lines, 

(X.)  Note  X. 
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CuA?.  VI.  The  principal  articles  of  (Y.)  the  capitulation  were  to  the  following 
cifed:.  The  troops  to  be  prifoners  of  war  to  America  and  the  naval 
force  to  France.  The  officers  to  retain  their  fide  arms  and  private  pro- 
perty of  every  kind  :  Any  property  obvioully  belonging  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  United  States,  in  the  poffeffion  of  the  garrifon,  to  be  liable 
to  claim.  The  foldiers  to  be  kept  in  Virginia,  Maryland,  or  Pennfyl- 
vania,  and  as  much  by  regiments  as  poffible,  and  to  be  fupplied  with 
the  fame  rations  of  provifions  as  are  allowed  to  foldiers  in  the  fervice 
of  America.  A  proportion  of  the  officers  to  march  into  the  country 
with  the  prifoners  ;  the  reft  to  be  allowed  to  proceed,  on  parole,  to  any 
American  maritime  port  in  poffeffion  of  the  Brltifli,  or  to  Europe. 
The  Bonetta  floop  of  war  to  be  permitted  to  fail  to  New  York  without 
examination,  on  condition  that  fhe  was  returned  to  the  Count  de  Graffe, 
and  the  foldiers  and  failors  paffengers  accounted  for  on  her  delivery. 

The  regular  troops  of  France  and  America  who  obtained  this  im- 
portant couqueft,  confifted  of  about  feven  thoufand  of  the  former,  and 
five  thoufand  five  hundred  of  the  latter,  and  they  were  affifted  by  about 
four  thoufand  militia.  The  Ikill  of  the  engineers  correfponded  well 
with  the  force  of  the  artillery,  amounting  to  upwards  of  one  hundred 
pieces  of  ordnance.  On  the  part  of  the  combined  army,  from  the  firft 
to  the  laft  period  of  the  fiege,  fomewhat  above  three  hundred  we^e 
killed  an<3  wounded,  exclufive  of  officers.  The  only  Britifh  officer  of 
note  that  fell^  was  the  honourable  Major  Charles  Cochrane,  (BE.)  of 
the  legion.  The  killed  and  wounded,  officers  inclufive,  amounted  to 
four  hundred  and  feven ty-feven,  and  feventy  were  taken  in  the  re- 
doubts on  the  14th.  By  (CC.)  the  return  tranfmiuted  to  Congrefs, 
cue  lieutenant  general,  one  brigadier  general,  tv/o  colonels,  fourteen 

(Y.)  Note  Y.  (BB.)  Note  BB.  (CC.)  Note  CC. 
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lieutenant  colonels,  fixteen  majors,  ninety-feven  captains,  one  Inindred  Chai>.  vi. 
and  eighty  lieutenants,  fifty-five  enfigns,  four  chaplains,  fix  adjutants, 
eighteen  quarter  mafters,  eighteen  furgeons,  fifteen  mates,  three  hun- 
dred and  eighty-five  ferjeants,  one  hundred  and  feventy-nine  drums 
and  trumpets,  fix  thoufand  and  thirty-nine  rank  and  file,  feveral  meri 
belonging  to  departments,  eighty  followers  of  the  army,  many  fea 
officers,  eight  hundred  and  forty  Tailors,  other  tranfport  feamen,  with 
the  Guadaloupe  and  Fowey  frigates,  the  Bonetta  floop,  feveral  gallies 
and  armed  vefTels,  feventy-five  pieces  of  brafs  ordnance,  fixty-nine 
iron  ditto,  the  military  cheft,  containing  two  thoufand  one  hundred 
and  fixteen  pounds  fterling,  twenty-four  regimental  colours,  a  number 
of  horfes  and  waggons,  and  a  quantity  of  fmall  arms,  ftores,  &c.  &c. 
were  furrendered  by  the  capitulation,  figned  on  the  one  part  by  Earl 
Cornwallis  and  Commodore  Symmonds,  and  on  the  other,  by  General 
Wafhington,  Count  de  Rochambeau,  and  Count  de  Barras,  in  his  own 
and  the  name  of  the  Count  de  Grafle. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  recapitulate  the  caufes  which  were  pro- 
dudive  of  this  important  event ;  and  as  the  arms  of  America  and 
France  were  crowned  with  fuccefs,  they  demand  a  primary  attentiouo 
General  Wafhington  and  Count  de  Rochambeau,  early  in  the  fummer,  . 
rntreated  the  French  admiral  (AA.)  to  embrace  the  firfl  convenient 
opportunity  of  quitting  the  Wefl:  Indies  with  the  fleet  and  feme  land 
forces,  to  participate  in  their  defigns  againfl  the  common  enemy  in 
America.  The  fending  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  to  command  in  Vir- 
ginia, was  certainly  a  flep  well  calculated  to  communicate  to  tliat  and 
the  neighbouring  provinces  a  flrong  perfuafion  of  French  co-opera- 
tion ;  and  the  movement  of  the  combined  army  in  June  towards  New 

<AA.)  Note  AA, 
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Chap.  VI.  York,  contributed  greatly  to  conceal  the  point  of  attack.  The  early 
arrival  of  the  French  fleet  in  the  Chefapeak,  the  fpeedy  difembarka- 
tion  of  St.  Simon's  brigade,  the  rapid  movement  of  the  French  and 
American  troops  from  the  northward,  to  form  the  inveftment  of  York 
town,  exhibit  ftrong  and  admirable  proofs  of  political  forefight  and 
military  arrangement.  The  condu6l  of  the  French  and  American  en- 
gineers and  artillery,  in  planning  the  approaches,  and  pointing  the  ord- 
nance, during  the  fiege,  demands  the  higheft  applaufe  :  And  the  beha- 
viour of  the  Count  de  Grafle,  in  leaving  the  bay,  during  the  abfence  of 
fome  fhips  and  of  a  number  of  feamen,  to  engage  Admiral  Graves,  and 
by  that  means  protect  the  Count  de  Barras's  fquadron,  is  no  lefs  vvor- 
tky  of  admiration.  In  fhort,  great  glory  neceffarily  proceeded  from  pro- 
jects that  were  conceived  with  profound  wifdom,  combined  together 
,Wdth  Angular  propriety^  and  crowned  with  unvaried  fuccefs. 

A  RETROSPECTIVE  vlew  of  Britifli  operations  plainly  difcovers, 
that  the  march  from  Wilmington  to  Peterfburg  was  formed  and  exc- 
-cuted  by  Earl  Cornwallis  without  the  knowledge  or  confent  of  Sir 
Henry  Clinton  :  That  York  town  and  Gloucefter  were  voluntarily  oc- 
cupied by  his  lordfliip,  in  preference  to  Old-point  Comfort,  wh^n  a 
,poft  for  the  prote6tion  of  the  navy  was  required :  That  as  foon  as  Sir 
Henry  Clinton  was  apprized  of  the  minifter's  wifli  to  make  a  ferious 
■attempt  upon  Virginia,  he  committed  as  large  a  corps  to  Earl  Corn- 
'Wallls  in  that  province  as  was  compatible  with  the  fafety  of  New  York 
-  -and  its  dependencies,  during  the  vicinity  of  the  French  and  American 
army :  That  every  intelligence  which  could  be  obtained  of  the  ene- 
-iny's  movements  was  tranfmitted  by  the  commander  in  chief,  who 
Ainade  all  the  efforts  In  his  power  to  aflift  and  relieve  his  lordfhip,  from 
the  period  that  the  French  fleet  entered  the  Chefapeak  to  the  hour  of 
-the  capitulation  at  York  tow;i :  And  that  Earl  Cornwallis  may  be  faid 

to 
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to  incur  the  imputation  of  mifconceiving  his  own  danger,  in  not  de-  Chap.  VI. 
flroying  La  Fayette's  detachment  after  the  affair  near  James  ifland  j 
in  not  ftriking  at  the  corps  at  Williamfburgh  previous  to  the  junftion 
of  Waflilngton  and  Rochambeau  ;  in  quitting  fo  early  the  outward  for 
the  inner  pofition,  where  he  was  obhged  to  make  propofals  to  fur« 
render  eight  days  after  the  enemy  opened  their  batteries  ;  and  in  not 
adopting  fooner  and  more  decidedly  the  meafure  of  paffing  tl:rough  the 
country.  Some  inflances  of  overfight  may,  therefore,  be  attributed  to 
his  lordfhlp,  which  precipitated,  perhaps,  the  fate  of  his  own  army  ; 
but  the  genuine  caufe  of  the  great  national  calamity,  which  put  a  pe- 
riod to  the  continental  war,  muft  by  all  ranks  and  defcrlptions  of  men 
be  principally  afcribed  to  the  minifter  in  England,  or  the  admiral  in  the 
Weft  Indies.  The  arrival  of  De  Graffe  in  the  Chefapeak  equally  ani- 
mated the  confidence  of  the  allies,  and  deftroyed  all  the  Brltifli  hopes 
of  conqueft  or  of  reconciliation  in  that  quarter.  The  fafety  of  Earl 
Cornwallis'  army,  in  all  human  probability,  would  only  have  pro- 
craftinated  the  evil  day  ;  for  the  paft  fuccefs  of  the  campaign,  and  the 
future  profpedts  of  the  King's  troops,  were  counteratfbed  by  the  for- 
midable appearance  of  the  French  fleet.  The  fuperiority  at  fea  proved 
the  ftrength  of  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain,  deranged  the  plans  of 
her  generals,  dlflieaitened  the  courage  of  her  friends,  and  finally  con- 
firmed the  independency  of  America. 
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(  N  O  T  E     A. ) 

Extra^,  — «•  From  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  Earl  Cornwallis^  dated  New  Torky  Notes  to  t!.e 

June  II,    1 781.  Chapter. 

IVESPECTING  my  opinions  of  flations  in  James  and  York  rivers, 
I  (hall  beg  leave  only  to  refer  your  lordfhip  to  my  injftruSions  to,  and 
correfpondence  with.  Generals  Phillips  and  Arnold  ;  together  with  the 
iubflance  of  converfations  with  the  former,  which  your  lordfhip  will 
have  found  amougft  General  Phillips'  papers,  and  to  which  I  referred 
you  in  my  lafl:  difpatch.  I  fhall,  therefore,  of  courfe,  approve  of  any 
;ilteration  your  lordfhip  may  think  proper  to  make  in  thofe  flations. 

The  detachments  I  have  made  from  this  army  into  Chefapeak,  (ince 
General  Leflie's  expedition  in  Odober  lafl,  inclufive,  have  amounted 
to  feven  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  twenty-four  efFedives  ;  and  at  the 
time  your  lordfhip  made  the  jundion  with  the  corps  there,  there  were, 
under  Major-general  Phillips'  orders,  five  thoufand  three  hundred  and 

3  E  2  four  : 
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(  N  O  T  E     A. ) 

ExtraSl,  —  From  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  Earl  Cornwallh^  dated  New  fork,  Notes  to  tht 

June  II,    178 1.  .  Chapter. 

IVESPECTING  wy  opinions  of  ftations  In  James  and  York  rivers, 
I  Ihall  beg  leave  only  to  refer  your  lordfhip  to  my  inftruSions  to,  and 
correfpondence  with.  Generals  Phillips  and  Arnold  ;  together  \yith  the 
fubftance  of  converfations  with  the  former,  which  your  lordfhip  will 
have  found  amougft  General  Phillips'  papers,  and  to  which  I  referred 
you  in  my  lall  difpatch.  I  fhall,  therefore,  of  courfe,  approve  of  any 
alteration  your  lordfliip  may  think  proper  to  make  in  thofe  flations. 

The  detachments  I  have  made  from  this  army  into  Chefapeak,  fince 
General  Leflie's  expedition  in  Odober  laft,  inclufive,  have  amounted 
to  feven  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  twenty-four  efFedtives ;  and  at  the 
time  your  lordlhip  made  the  jundtion  with  the  corps  there,  there  were, 
under  Major«general  Phillips'  orders,  five  thoufand  three  hundred  and 

3  E  2  four  : 
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Notes  to  the  four:    A  force,  I  fliould  have  hoped,  would  be  fufficient  of  itfelf  to 
Ciwpter.    have  carried  on  operations  in  any  of  the  fonthern  provinces  of  Ame- 
rica ;  where,  as  appears  by  the  intercepted  letters  of  Wafliington  and 
La  Fayette,  they  are  in  no  fituatioii  to  ftand  againfl;  even  a  divifion  of 

that  army. 

I  HAVE  no  reafon  to  fuppofe  the  continentals  under  La  Fayette  can 
exceed  one  thoufand  ;  and  I  am  told  by  Lieut-enant-colouel  Hill,  of  the 
9th  regiment,  that  about  a  fortnight  ago  he  met  at  Frederick  town  the 
Pennfylvania  line,  under  Wayne,  of  about  the  fame  number,  who 
were  fo  difcontented,  that  their  officers  were  afraid  to  truft.them  with 
ammunition.  This,  however,  may  have  fince  altered  j  and  your  lord- 
(hip  may  poffibly  have  oppofed  to  you  from  fifteen  hundred  to  two 
thoufand  continentals,  and  (as  La  Fayette  obferves)  a  fmall  body  of  ill- 
armed  peafantry,  full  as  fpiritlefs  as  the  militia  of  the  fouthern  pro- 
vinces, and  without  any  fervice. 

Comparing,  therefore,  the  force  now  under  your  lordfliip  in  the 
Chefapeak,  and  that  of  the  enemy  oppofed  to  you,  (and  I  think  it 
clearly  appears  th-ey  have,  for  the  prefent,  no  intention  of  fending  thi- 
ther reinforcements)  I  fhould  have  hoped  you  would  have  quite  fuffi- 
cient to  carry  on  any  operation  in  Virginia,  Ihould  that  have  been  ad- 
vifable  at  this  advanced  feafon. 

By  the  intercepted  (a.)  letters,  enclofed  to  your  lordftiip  in  my  lafl 
difpatch,  you  will  obferve,  that  I  am  threatened  with  a  (iege  in  this 
poft.  My  prefent  efFedlive  force  is  only  ten  thoufand  nine  hundred 
and  thirty-one.  With  refpe6l  to  that,  the  enemy  may  collect  for  fuch 
an  objeft,  it  is  probable  they  may  amount  to  at  leaft  twenty  thoufand, 
belides  reinforcement  to  the  French,  (which,  from  pretty  good  autho- 
rity. 
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rhy,  I  have  reafoii  to  expeft)  and  the  numerous  militia  of  the  five  Notes  to  the 
neighbouring  provinces.  Thus  circumftanced,  I  am  perfuaded  your  Chapter, 
lordfhip  will  be  of  opinion,  that  the  fooner  I  concentrate  my  force  the 
better.  Therefore  (unlefs  your  lordfliip,  after  the  receipt  of  my  letter 
of  the  29th  of  May,  and  8th  inftant,  (hould  incline  to  agree  with  me 
in  opinion,  and  judge  it  right  to  adopt  my  ideas  refpefting  the  move  to 
Baltimore,  or  the  Delaware  neck,  &c.)  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  it  to 
you,  as  foon  as  you  have  finiflied  the  adive  operations  you  may  now  be 
(b.)  engaged  in,  to  take  a  defenfive  ftation,  in  any  healthy  lituation 
you  chufe,  (be  it  at  William{burgh  or  York  town)  ;  and  I  would  wi(h, 
in  that  cafe,  that,  after  referving  to  yourfelf  fuch  troops  as  you  may 
judge  neceffary  for  an  ample  defenfiye,  and  defultory  movements  by 
water,  for  the  purpofe  of  annoying  the  enemy's  communications,  de- 
ilroying  magazines,  &c.,  the  following  corps  may  be  feiit  to  me  in 
fuccellion  as  you  can  fpare  them  :  Two  battalions  of  light  infantry  ; 
43d  regiment;  76th  or  80th  regiment;  two  battalions  of  Anfpach; 
Queen's  rangejrs,  cavalry  and  Infantry  ;  remains  of  the  detachment  of 
17th  light  dragoons ;  and  fuch  proportion  of  artillery  as  can  be  fparedi- 
particularly  men. 


(NOTE       B.  ) 

.    'ExiraB.  —  From  Earl  Corntvallis  to  Sir  Henry  Clint on^  dated WlUiamj- 
burgh,  June  30,1781..  , 

LA  FAYETTE's  continentals,  I  believe,  confiil:  of  about  feventeen 
or  eighteen  hundred  men,  exclufive  of  fome  twelvemonths-men  col- 
lefted  by  Steuben.     He  has  received  confiderable  reinforcements  of  mi- 
litia,. 
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Notes  to  the  lltia,  and  about  eight  hundred  mountain  riflemen  under  Campbell. 
Chaptei.  Hc  kceps  With  his  main  body  about  eighteen  or  twenty  miles  from  us ; 
his  advanced  corps  about  ten  or  twelve,  probably  with  an  intention  of 
infulrin^  our  rear  guard  when  we  pafs  James  river.  I  hope,  however, 
to  put  that  out  of  his  power,  by  croffing  at  James-city  ifland?  if  I  can 
get  a  favourable  opportunity  of  ftriking  a  blow  at  him  without  lofs  of 
time,  I  will  certainly  try  it.  I  will  likewife  attempt  water  expedi- 
tions, if  proper  objeds  prefent  themfelves  after  my  arrival  at  (a.) 
Portfmouth. 


(NOTE      C. ) 

tLxiradi.  —  Fr'om  Sir  Henry  Clinton  io  Earl  Cornwallh^  dated  New  Tork, 

June  28,   1 78 1. 

[  In  cypher.  —  Received  July  8,   1781.  ] 

HAVING,  for  very  eflential  reafons,  come  to  a  refolution  of  en* 
deavouring,  by  a  rapid  move,  to  feize  the  ftores,  &c.,  coUeded  at 
Philadelphia,  and  afterwards  to  bring  the  troops  employed  on  that  fer- 
vice  to  reinforce  this  port,  1  am  to  requeft,  that,  if  your  lordfliip  has 
not  already  embarked  the  reinforcement  I  called  for  in  my  letters  of  the 
8th,  nth,  15th,  and  19th  inftant,  and  fliould  not  be  engaged  in  fome 
very  important  move,  either  of  your  own,  or  in  confequence  of  my 
ideas  refpeccing  operation  in  the  Upper  Chefapeak,  you  will  be  pleafed, 
as  foott  as  poffible,  to  order  an  embarkation  of  the  troops  fpecified 
below,  (i.)  and  of  ftores,  &c.  &c.  ftated  in  the  enclofed  paper,  or  in 

(i.)  Second  battalion  of  light  Infantry  J  43d  regiment;  76th  or  80th;  two  battalions 
of  Anfpach;  Queen's  rangers,  cavalry  and  infantry ;  and  fuch  a  proportion  of  artillery  as 
can  be  fpared,  particularly  men. 

as 
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as  full  a  manner  as  your  lordftiip  can  with  propriety  comply  ;  recol-  Notes  to  the 
lefting,  that  whatever  may  have  been  taken  too  great  a  proportion  of,    Chapter. 
will  be  immediately  returned  to  you  the  moment  the  expedition  is  over. 


(NOTE      D. ) 

Co^jy.  —  Earl  Cornivallis  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  K.  B.  dated  Cohham^ 

July  8,  1 78 1. 

SIR, 

1  WA  S  this  morning  honoured  with  your  difpatch  of  the  28th 
ult.  The  troops  are  ^erfedlly  ready,  and  will  proceed  to  Portfmouth 
to  wait  the  arrival  (f.)  of  the  tranfports,  I  will  give  immediate  orders 
about  the  artillery,  ftores,  &c. 

The  tranfports  now  at  PortfmoutU  are  fufficient  to  carry  the  light 
infantry;  I  had  prepared  them  to  receive  that  corps,  and^fhould  have 
fent  them  to  you  in  a  few  days,  if  your  lafl  order  had  not  arrived.  In 
your  cyphered  difpatch,  the  2d  battalion  of  light  infantry  only  is  men- 
tioned ;  but  I  conclude  that  to  be  a  miftake,  and  Ihall  keep  both  readj 
to  embark.  I  take  for  granted  that  General  Robertfon  will  come  with 
the  tranfports  to  take  the  command  of  the  expedition.  General  Ixflie< 
is  ftill  here  ;  but  as  it  was  not  my  intention  to  have  fent  him  with  the 
troops  to  New  York,  and  as  he  will  be  the  propereft  perfon  to  command 
here,  in  cafe  you  fiiould  approve  of  my  returning  tQ  Charles  town,  I 
fliall  not  fend  him  on  the  expedition,  unlefs  it  fhall  then  appear  to  be 
your  excellency's  defire  that  he  fiiould  accompany  General  Robertfon. 

I  MUST 
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Notes  to  the       I  MUST  agalii   take  the  liberty  of  calling  your  excellency's  ferious 

Sl^ctli 

flKipter.  attention  to  the  queftioa  of  the  utility  of  a  defenfive  poll  iu  this  coun- 
try, wliich  cannot  have  the  fmalleft  influence  on  the  war  in  Carolina, 
and  which  only  gives  us  fome  acres  of  an  unhealthy  fwamp,  and  is  for 
ever  liable  to  become  a  prey  to  a  foreign  enemy,  with  a  temporary  fu- 
periority  at  lea.  Defultory  expeditions  in  the  Chefapeak  may  be  un- 
dertaken from  New  York  with  as  much  eafe  and  more  fafety,  when- 
ever there  is  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  our  naval  force  is  likely  to  be  fupe- 
rior  for  two  or  three  months. 

The  boats  and  naval  affiflance  having  been  fent  to  me  by  Captain 
Hudfon,  I  marched  on  the  (a)  4th  from  Williamfburgh  to  a  camp 
which  covered  a  ford  Into  the  ifland  of  James  town.  The  Qiieen's 
rangers  paffed  the  river  that  evening.  On  the  5th,  I  ftnt  over  all  the 
wheel  carriages,  and  on  the  6th,  the  bat  horfes,  and  baggage  of  every 
kind,  Intending  to  pafs  (b.)  with  the  army  on  the  7th.  About  noon, 
on  the  6th,  information  was  brought  me  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy, 
and  about  four  In  the  afternoon  a  large  body  attacked  our  out  pofts. 
Concluding  that  the  enemy  would  not  bring  a  confiderable  force  within 
our  reach,  unlefs  they  fuppofed  that  nothing  was  left  but  a  rear  guard, 
I  took  every  means  to  convince  them  of  my  vveaknefs,  and  fufFered 
my  pickets  to  be  infulted  and  driven  back  ;  nothing,  hcrwever,  ap- 
peared near  us  but  riflemen  and  militia  till  near  (c.)  funfet,  when  a 
body  of  continentals,  with  artillery,  began  to  form  in  the  front  of  our 
camp.  I  then  put  the  troops  under  arms,  and  ordered  the  army  to 
advance  in  two  lines.  The  attack  was  began  by  the  firft  line  with 
^reat  fpirit.  There  being  nothing  but  militia  oppofed  to  the  light  in- 
fantry, the  adion  was  foon  ovef  on  the  right :  But  Lieutenant-colo- 
nel Dundas'  (d.)  brigade,  confifting  of  the  43d,  76th,  and  80th  regi- 
ments, which  formed  the  left  wing,  meeting  the  Pennlylvauia  line, 
2  and 
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and  a  detachment  of  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette's  contuientals,  with  Notes  to  the 
two  fix-ppunders,  a  fmart  aftioii  eufued  for  fome  minutes,  when  the  Chapter. 
enemy  gave  way  and  abandoned  their  cannon.  The  cavalry  were  per- 
fedly  ready  to  purfue;  but  th|i  darkiiefs  of  the  evening  prevented  ray 
being  able  to  make  ufe  of  them.  I  cannot  fufficiently  commend  the 
fpirlt  and  good  behaviour  of  the  officers  and  foldiers  of  the  whole 
army  ;  but  the  76th  and  80th  regiments,  on  whom  the  brunt  of  the 
adtion  fell,  had  an  opportunity  of  dillinguifliing  themfelves  particu- 
larly, and  Lieutenant-colonel  Dundas'  conduft  and  gallantry  deferve 
the  higheft  praife.  The  force  of  the  enemy  in  the  field  was  about  two 
thpufand,  and  their  lofs,  I  believe,  between  two  and  three  hundred. 
Half  an  hour  more  of  daylight  would  have  probably  given  us  the 
greateft  part  of  the  corps. 

I  HAVE  enclofed  a  lift  of  our  killed  and  wounded.  We  finifiicd  our 
palTage  yefterday,  which  has  been  an  operation  of  great  labour  and  dif- 
ficulty, as  the  river  is  three  miles  wide  at  this  place.  I  have  great  ob- 
ligations to  Captain  Aplin  and  the  officers  of  the  navy  and  feamen  for 
their  great  exertions  and  attentions  on  this  occafion. 

I  HAVE  not  received  the  letters  your  excellency  alludes  to,  of  the 
29th  of  May,  or  8th  and  19th  of  June. 

]  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

C  O  RNWALLI  S. 

ExtraSf  of  a  letter  from  an  officer  of  rank  in  the  Ameri&an  army,  dated 
July  nth,   1781. 

THE  Britifli  officers,  we  are  informed,  are  much  difpleafed  at  the 
iflue,  and  acknowledged  they  were  out-generalled  ;  otherwife  they  muft 

3  F  have 
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Notes  to  the  have  (e.)  cut  to  pieces  our  fmall  detachment,  aided  as  they  were  by  five 
Chapter,    hundred  horfe,  and  a  confiderable  body  of  infantry,  mounted* 

We  could  not  poffibly  have  extricated  ourfelves  from  the  difficulties 
we  were  in,  but  by  the  manoeuvre  we  adopted,  which,  though  it  may 
have  the  appearance  of  temerity  to  thofe  unacquainted  with  circum- 
flaiaces,  yet  was  founded  on  the  trueft  military  principles,  and  was  one 
of  thofe  neceffary,  though  daring,  meafures,  which  feldom  fail  pf 
producing  the  defired  efFecft,  that  is,  confufmg  the  enemy,  and  open- 
ing a  way  to  retreat  in  fight  of  a  much  faperior  army. 


(NOTE      E.  ) 


Copy.  —  From   Karl  Cornwallis  to   Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton^    dated 
Cobham,  July  Sib,   1781, 

C^  Dear  Tarleton, 
I  WOULD  have  you  begin  your  march  to-morrow  with  the  corps 
of  cavalry  and  mounted  infantry  under  your  command  to  Prince-Ed- 
ward court  houfe,  and  from  thence  to  New  London  in  Bedford  county, 
making  the  ftriifleft:  inquiry  in  every  part  of  the  country  through 
which  you  pafs,  for  ammunition,  cloathing,  or  fiores  of  any  kind,  In- 
tended for  the  public  ;  and  as  there  is  no  prelimg  fervlce  for  your  corps 
in  this  province,  I  muft  defire  you  will  be  in  no  hafte  to  return  ;  but 
do  every  thing  in  your  power  to  deftroy  the  fupplies  deflined  for  the 
rebel  army. 

All   public  ftores  of  corn  and  provifions  are  to  be  burnt,  and  if 

there  fhould  be  a  quantity  of  provifions  cr  Gorn  collected  at  a  private 

I  houfe. 
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houfe,  I  would  have  you  deftroy  it,  even  although  there  fhould  he  no  Notes  to  the 
proof  of  its  being  intended  for  the  public  fervice,  leaving  enough  for    Chapter. 
the  fupport  of  the  family,  as  there  is  the  greateft  reafon  to  apprehend 
that  fuch  provifions  will  be  ultimately  appropriated  by  the  enemy  to 
the  ufe  of  General  Greene's  army,  which,  from  the  prefent  ftate  of  the 
Carolinas,  muft  depend  on  this  province  for  its  fupplies. 

As  it  is  very  probable  that  fome  of  the  light  troops  of  General 
Greene's  army  may  be  on  their  return  to  this  country,  you  will  do  all 
you  can  to  procure  intelligence  of  their  route  ;  I  need  not  tell  you  of 
what  importance  it  will  be  to  intercept  them,  or  any  prifoners  of  ours 
from  South  Carolina.  I  would  have  all  perfons  of  confequence,  either 
civil  or  military,  brought  to  me  before  they  are  paroled. 

1  WILL  leave  a  detachment  at  Suffolk  to  receive  you  on  your  return. 
Three  light  waggons,  with  good  horfes,  and  a  puncheon  of  rum,  will 
be  delivered  to  you  on  application  to  the  quarter-maftcr  general. 

You  will  publlfli  that  you  are  the  advanced  guard  of  my  army,  and 
order,  under  pain  of  military  execution,  the  people  of  the  country  to 
pravide  waggons,  &c.,  to  expedite  tl>e  movements  of  my  army. 

Most  fincerely  wlfhlng  you  fuccefs,  and  placing  the  greateft  confi- 
dence in  your  zeal  and  abilltlesj 

I  am,  with  great  truth  and  regard, 
Dear  Tarletoa, 

Moft  faithfully  yours, 

CORN  WA  L  L  I  S. 


2 


F  :i  (NOTE 


404  CAMPAIGNS     OF      I780     AND      I781     IN     THE 


(  N  O  T  E      F.  ) 

Notes  to  the     Copx Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  Earl  Cornwallis,    dated  head  quarters ^ 

Chapter.  "  New  Tork^  July  nth,   1781. 

[In  cypher.  — Received  from  Brigadier-major  Bowes,  July  20th,  at  one  A.  M.] 

My  Lord, 
I  H  AV  E  received  your  lordfhip's  letter  of  the  30th  of  June,  and 
the  admiral  has  difpatclied  a  frigate  with  his  and  my  opinions  in  anfwer 
to  it.  I  cannot  be  more  explicit  by  this  opportunity  than  to  defire,  that, 
if  you  have  not  already  paffed  the  James  river,  you  will  continue  on  the 
Williamfburgh  neck  until  (he  arrives  with  my  difpatches  by  Captaizi 
Stapleton.  If  you  have  paffed,  and  find  it  expedient  to  recover  that 
ftation,  you  will  pleafe  to  do  it,  and  keep  poffeffion  until  you  hear  from 
me.  Whatever  troops  may  have  been  embarked  by  you  for  this  place, 
are  likewife  to  remain  until  farther  orders  ;  and  if  they  fhould  have  been 
failed,  and  within  your  call,  you  will  be  pleafed  to  flop  them.  It  is 
the  admiral's  and  my  wifli,  at  all  events,  to  hold  Old-point  Comfort, 
which  fecures  Hampton  road, 

H.    CLINTON, 


Extradf.  —  From  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  Earl  Cornwallis,  dated  New  Tork, 

July  15,  1781. 

UNTIL  I  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  lordfhip's  letter  of  the 
8th  inftant,  I  had  flattered  myfelf,  that  upon  re-confidering  the  gene- 
ral purport  of  our  correfpondence,  and  General  Phillips'  papers  in 
your  poffeffion,  you  would,  at  leaft,  have  waited  for  a  line  from  me, 
in' anfwer  to  your  letter  of  the  30th  ult.,  before  you  finally  determined 
2  upon 
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upon  fo  ferious  and  mortifying  a  move,  as  the  re-paffing  James  river,  Notes  to  the 
and  retiring  with  your  army  to  Portfmoiith  :  And  1  was  the  more  in-  Chapter, 
duced  to  hope  that  this  would  have  been  the  cafe,  as  we  both  feemed 
to  agree  in  our  opinion  of  the  propriety  of  taking  a  healthy  ftation  on 
the  Neck,  between  York  and  James  rivers,  for  the  purpofe  of  cover- 
ing a  proper  harbour  for  our  line-of-battle  fhips.  And  I  am  perfuaded 
your  lordfhip  will  be  fenfible,  that  in  all  my  letters  I  clearly  leave  you 
at  full  liberty  to  detain  any  part,  or  even  the  whole  of  the  troops  I 
folicited  you  to  fend  me,  fliould  your  lordfhip  have  determined  on  any 
folid  operation  of  your  own  in  Virginia,  or  elfewhere  ;  or  fhould  you 
have  adopted  the  one  I  had  recommended  in  the  Upper  Chefapeak  ;  or 
even  fliould  you  have  judged  their  continuance  with  you  neceffary,  until 
the  ftations  you  might  think  proper  to  take  were  rendered  refpedtabiy 
defenfivc. 

As  your  lordfliip  is  again  pleafed  to  call  my  ferious  attention  to  the 
queftion  of  the  utility  of  a  defeniive  pofl  in  Virginia,  which  you  fay 
cannot  have  the  fmalleiV  influence  on  the  war  in  Carolina,  and  which 
only  gives  us  fome  acres  of  an  unhealthy  fwamp,  I  muft,  in  anfwer, 
beg  leave  again  to  repeat  to  your  Lordfhip,  that  it  never  was  my  in- 
tention to  continue  a  poft  on  Elizabeth  river  any  longer  than  until  the 
commencement  of  folid  operations  in  the  Chefapeak,  nor  to  have  there 
more  troops  than  what  might  be  capable  of  defending  a  fmall  work 
on  that  river;  and  that  all  the  general  officers  who  have  commanded  , 
in  the  Chefapeak  have  had  my  confent  to  change  that  ftation  for  one 
more  healthy,  if  they  judged  it  proper  to  do  fo  :  To  which  I  will 
moreover  add,  that  it  ever  has  been,  is,  and  ever  will  be,  my  firm  and 
unalterable  opinion,  that  it  is  of  the  firfl:  confequence  to  His  MajeAy's 
affairs  on  this  continent,  that  we  take  pofTeflion  of  the  Chefapeak,  and 
that  we  do  not  afterwards  relinquifh  it.     I  beg  leave,  alfo,  my  lord,  to 

dilTent 
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Notes  to  the  diffent  from  the  opinion  you  have  given  me  of  a  defenfive  port  In  the 
Chapter.  Chefapeak,  and  that  defultory  expeditions  there  may  be  undertaken 
from  New  York  with  as  much  eafe,  and  more  fafety  ;  for  I  cannot  but 
;fuppofe,  that  a  defenfive  ft^tion  in  the  Chefapeak,  with  a  corps  of  at 
leaft  four  thoufand  regular  troops  for  its  protection  and  defultory  water 
movements  during  the  fummer  months,  wherein  land  operations  may 
be  imprafticable,  would  have  the  moft  beneficial  effefts  on  more  dif- 
tant  difi:rid:s,  for  the  reafons  I  have  already  had  the  honour  to  gire 
your  lordfliip  :  Nor  do  I  recolleft,  that  in  any  of  my  letters  to  your 
lordfliip,  I  have  fuggefted  an  idea,  that  there  was  a  probability  of  the' 
enemy's  having  a  naval  fuperiority  in  thefe  feas  for  any  length  of 
time,  much  lefs  for  fo  long  a  one  as  two  or  three  months.  But  with 
refpeft  to  the  unhealthinefs  of  the  ftation  at  Portfmouth,  my  letters  to 
General  Phillips  on  that  fubjed,  (wherein  I  fay,  God  forbid  I  fliould 
wi(h  to  bury  the  elite  of  my  army  in  Nanfemond  and  Princefs  Anne) 
will  fatisfy  your  lordfliip  that  we  are  both  of  one  opinion. 


(NOTE      a) 


Coby  of  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Sutherland,  engineer,  dated  Billy  ordnance 
tranfporti  Hampton  road,  July  25,  1781. 

My  Lord, 
AGREEABLE  to  your  orders,  I  have  examined  the  ground  on 
■Old-point  Comfort  with  as  much  accuracy  as  I  poffibly  could  ;  and  for 
your  lordfliip's  better  information,  I  have  made  a  furvey  of  the  ground, 
upon  which  is  laid  down  the  width  and  foundings  of  the  channel. 


I  BEG 
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I  BEG  leave  to  ofFer  what  appears  to  me  refpedling  the  fituatlon  of  a  Notes  to  the 

,  ,  -  Sixth 

work  oil    that   ipot.  Chapter. 

The  ground  where  the  ruins  of  fort  George  lay  is  the  fitteft  for  a 
work,  but  at  the  fame  time  muft  be  attended  with  many  inconve- 
niencies. 

The  level  of  the  ground  there  is  about  two  feet  higher  than  the 
high-water  mark,  which,  from  its  very  fhort  diflance  to  the  deep 
water,  muft  foon  be  deflroyed  by  a  naval  attack. 

The  great  width  and  depth  of  the  channel  give  (hips  the  advantage 
of  paffing  the  fort  with  very  little  riik.  I  apprehend  fifteen  hundred 
yards  is  too  great  a  diftance  for  batteries  to  ftop  fhips,  which  is  the 
diftance  here.  Ships  that  wifli  to  pafs  the  fire  of  the  fort,  have  no 
occafion  to  approach  nearer. 

Nor  do  I  imagine  a  fort  built  there  could  afford  any  great  protedion 
to  an  inferior  and  weak  fleet,  anchored  near  the  fort,  againft  a  fupe- 
rior  fleet  of  the  enemy,  which  mufl:  have  it  in  their  power  to  make 
their  own  difpofition,  and  place  our  fleet  between  them  and  the  fort, 
the  channel  affording  no  bay  for  the  fecurity  of  Ihips  under  cover  ofT 
a  fort. 

The  time  and  expence  to  build  a  fort  there  muft  be  very  confidera-- 
ble,  from  the  low  fituation  of  the   ground,  which   muft   neceffarily 
caufe  the  foil  to  be  moved  from  a  great  diftance  to  form  the  ramparts- 
and  parapets ;  and  every  other  material  muft  be  carried  there,   as  the 
timber  o»  the  peninfula  is  unfit  for  any  ufeful  purpofe. 


These 
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Notes  to  the       These  are  the  remarks  which   have  occurred  to  me  on  examining 
Chapter,     the  ground   and  fituatlon  of  a  work  on   Old-point   Comfort,   for  the 
protedtion  of  the  harbour  and  fleet,  which  I  humbly  fubmit  to  your 
lordfiiip. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

ALEX.     SUTHERLAND, 
Lieutenant  of  engineers. 

Copy  of  the  opinions  of  the  commanders  of  His  Majejly* s  Jhlps  in  the  Chefa^ 
peak,  relative  to  Old-point  Comfort,  dated  Richmond,  Hampton  road, 
July  26,  1 78 1. 

My  Lord, 
I N  confequence  of  a  requisition  that  your^  lordfliip  received  from 
the  commanders  in  chief  of  His  Majefty's  troops  and  fliips,  relative  to 
a  poft  being  eftablifhed  at  Old-point  Comfort,  for  the  prote£lion  and 
fecurity  of  the  King's  Ihips  that  may  occafionally  be  fent  to  the  Che- 
fapeak,  we,  whofe  names  are  hereunto  fubfcribed,  have  taken  as  accu- 
rate a  furvey  of  that  place  as  poffible,  and  are  unanimoufly  of  opinion, 
from  the  width  of  the  channel  and  depth  of  water  clofe  to  it,  that 
any  fuperior  enemy's  force  coming  In  may  pafs  any  work  that  can  be 
eftablifhed  there,  with  little  damage,  or  de'ftroy  it  with  the  (hips  that 
may  be  there  under  its  protedion. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

CHARLES     HUDSON, 
THOMAS     SYMONDS, 
\  CHARLES     EVERITT, 

I  .  RALPH    DUNDASS. 

(NOTE 
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(  N  O  T  E      H.  ) 

Admiral  Graves  to  Earl  CornwalUs^  dated  London,  off  Sandy  Hook,       Notes  to  the 

Sixth 
I  Zih  July,    I  78  I .  ChajJter. 

My  Lord, 
I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acquaint  your  lordfhip,  that  the  Solebay, 
Captain  Everitt,  carries  Captain  Stapleton,  charged  with  his  Excel- 
lency Sir  Henry  Clinton's  difpatches  to  your  lorufhip,  and  with  my 
orders  to  the  captains  of  the  King's  (hips,  to  return  with  the  troops 
under  their  convoy  to  the  Chefapeak  ;  and  if  not  failed,  for  them  to 
remain,  and  to  conform  to  your  lordflilp's  requifitions  in  the  difpofal  of 
them. 

I  NEED  only  fay  to  your  lordfliip,  that  there  is  no  place  for  the  great 
fhips  during  the  freezing  months,  on  this  lide  the  Chefapeak,  where 
the  great  fhips  will  be  in  fecurity,  and  at  the  fame  time  capable  of 
ading  ;  and  in  my  opinion,  they  had  better  go  to  the  Well  Indies  than 
be  laid  up  in  Halifax  during  the  winter.  If  the  fquadron  is  neceflary 
to  the  operations  of  the  army,  Hampton  road  appears  to  be  the  place 
where  they  can  be  anchored  with  the  greateft  fecurity,  and  at  the 
fame  time  be  capable  of  a£ling  with  mofl  efFed  againll  any  attempts  of 
the  enemy.  To  this  end.  Old-point  Comfort  feems  necelTary  to  be 
occupied  by  us,  as  commanding  the  entrance  to  the  road ;  and  if  York 
can  be  fecured,  it  will  give  the  command  of  the  lower,  or  Elizabeth 
country,  and  deprive  the  rebels  of  the  ufe  of  the  two  beft  fettled  rivers 
of  the  Chefapeak,  and  deter  an  enemy  from  entering  the  Chefapeak 
whilft  we  command  the  accefs  to  it,  for  we  fhould  have  all  his  con- 
voys and  detachments  expofed  to  our  attempts. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

THO.     GRAVES. 
3  G  Larl 
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Notes  to  the    Earl  Comwallis  to  jidmlral  Graves,  dated  Port/mouth,  July  26^  1781. 

Sixth 
Chapter. 

SIR, 

I  WAS' honoured  with  your  letter  of  the  12th  of  July,  by  the 
Solebay,  in  which  you  mention  a  defire  of  having  a  harbour  fecured  in 
the  Chefapeak  for  line-of-battle  (hips.  I  Immediately  ordered  the  en- 
gineers to  examine  Old-point  Comfort,  and  went  thither  myfelf  with 
the  captains  of  the  navy  on  this  ftation.  You  will  receive  a  copy  of 
the  engineers'  report,  with  a  flcetch  of  the  peninfula,  and  the  opinion 
of  the  officers  of  the  navy  relative  to  the  occupying  and  fortifying  of 
that  port.  , 

The  commander  in  chief  having  fignified  to  me,  in  his  letter  of  the 
nth  inftant,  that  he  thought  a  fecure  harbour  for  line-of-battle  fliips. 
of  fo  much  importance  in  the  Chefapeak,  that  he  wifhed  me  ta  poffefs 
•fie,  even  if  it  fliould  occupy  all  the  force  at  prefent  in  Virginia  ;  and 
as  it  is  our  unanimous  opinion  that  Point  Comfort  (a.)  will  not  an- 
fwer  the  purpofe,  I  Ihall  immediately  feize  and.  fortify  the  pofts  of 
York  and  Gloucefter,  and  fhall  be  happy  at  all  times  to  concur  in  any 
meafures  which  may  promote  the  convenience  and  advantage  of  His 
Majefty's  navy. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

CORNWALLIS. 


(NOTE 
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(NOTE      I. ) 

GoPy.  —  From  Earl  CornwalUs  to  Lieutenant-colond  Tarkion.  dated  Tork  Notes  to  the 

■^■^  Sixth 

tOWfly   Augujl  ^,    I  781.  t   Chapter. 

*S*  Dear  TarletoN) 
W  E  had  a  paffage  of  four  days,  but  made  good  our  landing  with- 
out oppofition  on  either  fide.  I  have  no  polttive  accounts  of  the  ene- 
my. Fayette  is  faid  to  be  marching  towards  the  Pamunkey,  and  I  am 
not  quite  eafy  about  our  poft  at  Gloucefter.  Wayne  had  certainly  ad- 
vanced to  Goode's  (a.)  bridge  ;  but  I  fuppofe  he  will  now  be  recalled, 
Simcoe  himfelf  is  ill,  and  his  horfes,  by  being  fo  long  on  board,  are  ia 
a  wretched  condition.  According  to  the  prefent  appearance  of  things* 
it  will  certainly  be  much  the  beft  way  for  you  to  land  at  Old-point 
Comfort,  and  march  by  Hampton  to  this  place,  which  will  nearly  in- 
fure  your  not  being  above  one  day  on  board*  You  mufl  in  that  cafe 
make  your  horfes  leap  cut  in  deep  water,  and  fwim  on  fhore  ;  we 
praftifed  that  method  here  without  any  accident.  I  do  not  at  prefent 
fee  any  thing  that  can  endanger  your  march  from  Hampton  hither  ; 
nor  do  I  think  it  probable,  that  Fayette  can  come  near  us  with  a  fu- 
perior  force  before  your  arrival :  You  muft,  however,  fee,  that  I  can- 
not well  march  out  from  hence,  as  I  muft  leave  at  Gloucefter  and  this 
|)lace  fuch  a  force  as  would  render  me  too  weak  to  wifh  to  fight. 
They  aflure  me  that  there  is  no  carriage  road  from  WilHamfburgh  to 
Hampton  that  does  not  pafs  within  five  miles  of  us  :  Should  circum- 
ftances  alter,  I  think  I  could  inform  you  in  time  by  an  exprefs  boat^ 
After  having  faid  this,  I  leave  it  to  your  difcretion ;  and  if  you  fee 
idifEculty  and  danger  in  joining  rne  by  the  fhort  way  of  Point  Com- 
fort, I  would  have  you  go  round  ;  but  if  you  prefer  the  fhort  paffage, 

3  G  2  it 
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Notes  to  the  it  ftiould  be  kept  very  fecret.     Your  baggage  fhould  come  round  ;  and 
Chapter,    what  you  are  moft  in  want  of,  you  may  by  my  authority  put  into 
any  of  the  quarter-mafter-general's  armed  veffels,  and  fend  round  im- 
mediately.    You  will  communicate  the  contents  of  this  to  General 
O'Hara,  to  whom  I  write  by  this  opportunity. 

I  am,  with  great  regard. 
Dear  Tarleton, 

Moft  faithfully  yours, 

CORNWALLIS. 


(NOTE      K. ) 


Mxtradi.  —  From  Earl  CornwaUis  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton f  dated  Tork, 
in  Virginia,  udug.  12,  i78i«. 

I  EMBARKED  the  Soth  regiment  in  boats,  and  went  myfelf  on 
board  the  Richmend  very  early  in  the  morning  of  the  zpth  ;  but  we 
were  fo  unfortunate  in  winds  as  to  be  four  days  on  our  paffage.  The 
80th  landed  on  the  night  of  the  ift  at  Gloucefler  j  and  the  troops 
which  were  in  tranfports^  on  the  morning  of  the  2d,  at  this  place..  I-; 
have  fince  brought  the  yifl:  and  the  legion  hither,  andfent  the  regi»- 
raent  dii  Prince  Hereditaire  to  Gloucefler,  The  works  on  the  Glou* 
cefler  fide  are  infome  forwardnefs,.  and  I  hope  in  a  fituation  to  refift:a! 
fudden  attack.  Btigadier- general  O'Hara  ishaftening- as  much  as  pof" 
fible  the  evacuation  of  Portfmouth  :  As  foon  as  he  arrives  here,  I  wiii: 
fend  to  New  York  every  man  that  I  can  fpare,  confident'  with  the- 
fafety  and  fubfiftence  of  the  force  in  this  country,- 

1  Exfraif, 
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Extradi.  —  From  Earl  CornwaUls  to  Sir  Henry  Qintont  dated  Tork  town.  Notes  to  the 
Virginia,  zzd  Augujl,   1781.  Chapter. 

(a.)  PORTSMOUTH  having  been  completely  evacuated  virithout 
any  interruption  from  the  enemy,  General  O'Hara  arrived  here  this 
day  with  the  ftores  and  troops  ;  and  a  great  number  of  refugees  have 
accompanied  him  from  the  counties  of  Norfolk,  Suffolk,  and  Princefs 
Anne^ 

The  engineer  has  finifhed  his  furvey  (b.)  and  examination  of  this- 
place,  and  has  propofed  his  plan  for  fortifying  it ;  which  appearing, 
(g.)  judicious,.  I  have  approved  of,-  and  directed  it  to  be  executed. 

The  works  at  Gloucefter  are  now  in  fuch  forwardnefs,  that  a  ffaal- 
ler  detachment  than  the  prefenf  garrifon  would  be  in  fafety  againft^a. 
fudden  attack  ;  but  I  make  no  alteration  there,  as  I  cannot  hope  that: 
the  labour  of  the  whole  will  complete  that  pofl  in  lefs  than  five  or  fix. 
weeks;. 

My  experience  there  of  the  fatigue  and  difficulty  of  conflru<5ling 
works  in  this  warm  feafon,  convinces  me,  that  all  the  labour  that  the 
troops  here  will  be  capable  of,  without  ruining  their  health,  will  be 
required  at  leaft  for  fix  weeks  to  put  the  intended  works  at  this  place 
in  a  tolerable  ftate  of.  defence;  And  as  your,  excellency  has  been 
pleafed  to  communicate  to  me  your  intention  of  re-commencing  ope- 
rations in  the  Chefapeak  about  the  beginning  of  Odlober,  I  will  not: 
venture  to  take  any  ftep  that  might  retard  the  eftablilliing  of-  this 
poft  ;  but  I  requeft  that  your  excellency  will,  be  pleafed.  to  decide 
whether  it.  is.  more  important  for  your  plans,  that,  a  detachment  of  a 

thoufand: 
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Notes  to  the  thoufand  or  twelve  hundred  men,  which  I  think  I  can  fpare  from 
Chapter,    every  other  purpofe  but  that  of  labour,  fhould  be  fent  to  you  from 
hence,  or  that  the  whole  of  the  troops  here  fhould  be  employed  ia 
cxpeditnig  the  works. 


(NOTE     L. ) 


Marl  Cornwallis  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  K.  B.  dated  Tork  towHf  in  Virginia^ 
^ijl  Augujl,  1 78 1. 

[In  cypher.] 
S  I  R, 
A  FRENCH  (hip  of  the  line,  with  two  frigates,  and  the  LoyaH% 
■which  they  have  taken,  lie  at  the  mouth  of  this  river. 

A  LIEUTENANT  of  the  Charon,  who  weiit  with  an  efcort  of  dra- 
goons to  Old-point  Comfort,  reports,  that  there  are  between  thirty 
and  forty  fail  within  the  capes,  moftly  (liips  of  war,  and  fome  of  them 
'Very  large. 

•I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

CORNWALLIS. 


Barl  CornwaUis  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton^  K.  J5*  dated  Tork,  ij  Sefh  178*. 

£Written  in  cypher  on  a  Congrefs  note.] 

A  N  enemy^s  fleet  within  the  capes,  between  thirty  and  forty  Ihips 
^f  warj  moftly  large* 

CORNWALLIS. 

Earl 
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Earl  Cornwallls  to  Sir  Henry  Cl'mfon,  K.  B.  daUd  Tork,  in  Ffrginia,     Notes  to  rfie 

zdSept.   I  78  I.  Chapter*. 

[  In  cypher.  1 

SIR, 
COMPTE  de  Graffe's  fleet  is  within  the  capes  of  the  Chefapeak. 
Forty  boats  with  troops  went  up  James  river  yefterday,  and  four  fhips 
lie  at  the  entrance  of  this  river. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

CORN  WALL  IS. 


Earl  Cornwallis  to  Sir  Henry  CUnton,  K.  B,  dated  Tork  town,  Virginia, 

^thSept.  1 781. 

[In  cypher.] 

SIR, 
COMRTE  de  Graffe's  fleet  is  within  the  capes  of  the  Chefapeak, 
Forty  boats  with  troops  went  up  James  river  on  the  ifl  inftant,  which 
are  landed,  as  I  am  informed,  at  James-city  ifland  ;  and  four  (hips  lie 
at  .the  entrance  of  this  river. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

CORNWALLIS. 

"Barl  Cornwallis  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  K.  B.  dated  York  town,  in  Virginia^, , 

^tbSept.  1 78 1. 

[In  cypher.'] 

SIR, 
I  HAVE  made  feveral  attempts  to  inform  your  excellency,- that  ' 
the  French  Weft-India  fleet,  under  Monfieur  de  Grafle,  entered  the 
capes  the  29th  ult.     I  could  not  exa(5Hy  learn  the  number  ;  they  re- 
port twenty.five  or  twenty-fix  fail  of  the  line.     One  of  fevsnty-four 

2  ;  and 
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Notes  to  the  and  two  of  fixty-four,  and  one  frigate,  lie  at  the  mouth  of  this  river. 
Chapter.  On  the  6th,  the  feventy-four  and  frigate  turned  down  with  a  contrary 
wind,  and  yefterday  the  two  others  followed.  My  report,  dated  laft 
evening,  from  a  point  below,  which  commands  a  view  of  the  capes 
and  bay,  lays,  that  there  were  within  the  capes  only  feven  (hips,  two 
of  which  were  certainly  fhips  of  the  line,  and  two  frigates.  Firing 
was  faid  to  be  heard  off  the  capes  the  night  of  the  4th,  morning  and 
night  of  the  5th,  and  morning  of  the  6th. 

The  French  troops  landed  at  James  town  are  faid  to  be  three  thou- 
fand  eight  hundred  men.  Wafhington  is  faid  to  be  fliortly  expeded  ; 
and  his  troops  are  intended  to  be  brought  by  water  from  the  head  of 
Elk,  under  protedtion  of  the  French  (hips.  The  Marquis  de  la  Fa- 
yette is  at  or  near  Williamfburgh  :  The  French  troops  are  expected 
there,  but  were  not  arrived  laft  night.  As  my  works  were  not  in  a 
flate  of  defence,  I  have  taken  a  ftrong  pofition  out  of  the  town.  I  am 
now  working  hard  at  the  redoubts  of  the  place.  Provifions  for  fix 
weeks :  I  will  be  very  careful  of  it. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

CORNWALLIS. 


(NOTE      M. ) 

Sir  Henry  Clinton^  K.  B.  to  Earl  C&rnw alii s^  dated  New  Tori:,  Sep.  2,  1 781, 

[In  cypher. — Triplicate— E.eceived  15th  September.] 

My  Lord, 
B  Y  intelligence  which  I  have  this  day  received,  it  would  feem  that 
Mr.  Walhington  k  moving  an  army  to  the  fouthward,  with  an  ap- 
pearance 
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pearance  of  hafle,  and  gives  out  that  he  expeds  the  co-operation  of  aNotestothe 
coiifiderable  French  armament  :  Your  lordfliip,  however,  may  be  af-    Ckiptn-. 
fured,   that  if  this  fliouid  be  the  cafe,  I  fhall  either  endeavour  to  rein- 
force the  army  under  your  command  by  all  the  means  within  the  com- 
pafs  of  my  power,  or  make  every  poffible  diverfion  in  your  favour. 

Captain  Stanhope,  of  His  Majelly's  fliip  the  Pegafus,  who  has  juft 
arrived  from  the  Weft  Indies,  fays,  that  on  Friday  laft,  in  lat.  3S 
deg.  about  lixty  leagues  from  the  coafr,  he  was  chafed  by  eight  fliips 
of  the  line,  which  he  took  to  be  French,  and  that  one  of  the  vicftual- 
lers  he  had  under  his  convoy  had  counted  upwards  of  forty  fail  more  : 
-However,  as  Rear-admiral  Graves,  after  being  joined  by  Sir  Samuel 
Hood  with  fourteen  coppered  fhips  of  the  line,  failed  from  hence  on 
the  3ifl:  ult.  with  a  fleet  of  nineteen  fail,  befides  fome  fifty-gun  fliips, 
1  flatter  myfelf  you  will  have  little   to  apprehend  from  that  of  the  ' 

French. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

H.     CLINTON. 

T 

P.  S.  Washington,  it  is  faid,  was  to  be  at  Trenton  this  day,  and 
means  to  go  in  veffels  to  Chriftian  creek  ;  from  thence,  by  head  of 
Elk,  down  Chefapeak,  in  vefiels  alfo.  If  that  navigarion  is  not  inter- 
rupted, he  fhould  go  by  land  from  Balrimore.  Your  lordfliip  can  befl: 
judge  what  time  it  will  require.  1  (hould  fuppofe,  at  lead,  three  weeks 
frorn  Trenton.  Wafhington  has  about  four  thouland  French  and  two 
thoufand  rebel  troops  with  him. 

H.  C. 

i 

September  4.  —  To  this  triplicate,  and  by  this  very  uncertain  con- 
veyance, I  fliall  only  add  to  your  lordfhip,  that  I  have  had  the  honour 

3  H  to 
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Notes  to  the  to  receive  this  morning  a  duplicate,  and  this  evening  a  triplicate,  of 

^ixth 

Chapter,  your  letter  of  the  3111  ult. 


Sir  Henry   Clinton,   K.  B.   to   Earl  Cornwallis,  dated  New  Torky 
Sept.  6,  at  noon,  1781. 

[In  cypher.  —  Received  1 6th  September.] 

My  Lord,  • 
AS  I  find  by  your  letters  that  De  Grafle  has  got  into  the  Chefapeak, 
and  I  can  have  no  doubt  that  Wafliington  is  moving  with  at  leaft  fix 
thoufand  French  and  Jiebel  troops  againft  you,  I  think  the  befl  way  to 
relieve  you  is  to  join  you,  as  foon  as  poffible,  with  all  the  force  that 
can  be  fpared  from  hence,  which  is  about  four  thoufand  men.  They 
are  already  embarked,  and  will  proceed  the  inftant  I  receive  informa- 
tion from  the  adiniral  that  we  may  venture,  or  that  from  other  intelli- 
gence the  commodore  and  I  fhall  judge  fufficient  to  move  upon. 

By  accounts  from  Europe,  we  have  every  reafon  to  exped  Admiral 
Digby  hourly  on  the  coaft. 

Commodore  Johnftone  has  beat  a  fuperior  French  fleet  at  St.  Jago^ 
and  proceeded  the  day  after  for  the  place  of  his  deftination. 

I  BEG  your  Ibrdfhip  will  let  me  know,  as  foon  as  poffible,  your 
ideas  how  the  troops  embarked  for  the  Chefapeak  may  be  beft  em- 
ployed for  your  relief,  according  to  the  ftate  of  circumftances  when 
you  receive  this  letter.  I  fhall  not,  however,  wait  to  receive  your  anr 
fwer,  ftiouLd  I  hear  in  the  mean  time  that  the  paflage  is-open. 
1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

H.    CLJNTON. 
(  N  O  T  E 
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(  N  O  .T  E      N.  ) 

Earl  Cornwallis  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,   K.  B.  dated  Tork  tozvn,  in      Note?  to  the 

Si>-th 

Virginia^  loth  September ,   1781.  Chapter, 

[In  cypher.] 

SIR, 
I  HAVE  received  your  letters  of  the  2d  and  6tb.  The  enemy'ri 
fleet  has  (a.)  returned.  Two  line-of-battle  fhlps  and  one  frigate  lie  at 
the  mo\ith  of  this  river,  and  three  or  four  line-of-battle  ftiips,  feveral 
frigates  and  tranfports,  went  up  the  bay  the  12th  and  14th.  I  hear 
Walhington  arrived  at  WiUian:ifburgh  on  the  14th.  Some  of  his 
troops  embarked  at  head  of  Elk,  and  the  others  arrived  at  Baltimore 
on  the  1 2th. 

If  I  had  no  hopes  of  relief,  I  would  rather  rifk  an  adion  than  de- 
fend my  half-finiflied  works ;  but  as  you  fay  Digby  is  hourlv  ex- 
pe6led,  and  promife  every  exertion  to  affifi:  me,  I  do  not  think  myfelf 
juftified  in  putting  the  fate  of  the  war  on  fo  defperate  an  attempt.  By 
examining  the  tranfports  with  care,  and  turning  out  ufelefs  mouths, 
my  provlfions  will  lafl  at  leafl  fix  weeks  from  this  day,  if  we  can  pre- 
ferve  them  from  accidents.  The  cavalry  mufl,  I  fear,  be  all  loft.  I 
am  of  opinion  that  you  can  do  me  no  effedual  fervice  but  by  coming 
direftly  to  this  place. 

Lieutenant  Conway,  of  the  Cormorant,  is  juft  exchanged.  He 
-affures  me,  that,  fince  the  Rhode-ifland  fquadron  has  joined,  they 
have  thirty-fix  (b.)  fail  of  the  line.     This  place  is  in  no  flate  of  de- 

3  H  2  fence.  ^ 
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Notes  to  the  fence.     If  you  cannot  relieve  n:ie  very  foon,  you  muft  be  prepared  to 

Sixth 

Chapter,    hear  the  worft, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

CORNWALLIS. 


(NOTE      O.  ) 

Sir  Henry  Cllnfon,   K.  B.  to  Earl  Cornivallis,   dated  New  Tork^ 
Sept.  24,    1 78 1. 

I^In  cypher.  —  Received  September  29,  1781.] 

My  Lord, 
I  WA  S  honoured  yefterday  w^ith  your  lordfhip's  letter  of  the  i6th 
and  17th  inftant,  and,  at  a  meeting  of  the  general  and  flag  officers 
held  this  day,  it  is  determined  that  above  five  thoufand  men,  rank  and 
file,  (hall  be  embarked  on  board  the  King's  fhips,  and  the  joint  exer- 
tions of  the  navy  and  army  made  in  a  few  days  to  relieve  you,  and  af- 
terwards co-operate  with  you. 

The  fleet  confifts  of  twenty-three  fail  of  the  line,  three  of  which 
are  three  deckers.  There  is  every  reafon  to  hope  we  ftart  from  hence 
the  5th  Oftober.  I  have  received  your  lordfhip's  letter  of  the  8th 
inftant. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

H.    CLINTON. 

P.  S.  Admiral  Dlgby  is  this  moment  arrived  at  the  Hook  with, 
three  fall  of  the  line, 

a.  Ax 
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At  a  venture,  without  knowing  whether  they  can  be  feen  by  us,  I  Notes  to  the 
rcqueft,  that,  if  all  is  well,  upon  hearing  a  confiderable  firing  towards    Chapter. 
the  entrance  of  the  Chefapeak,  three  large  feparate  fmokes  may  be 
made  parallel  to  it  j  and  if  you  poffefs  the  poft  of  Gloucefter,  four. 


I  SHAix.  feud  another  runner  foon. 


H,*    CLINTON, 


(NOTE      P.) 

Earl  CornwaWi  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton i  dated  York  town,  in.  Firginla^, 
September  zz,  1781,  ten  P.M. 

[  In  cypher.  ] 

SIR, 

I  HAVE  ventured  thefe  laft  two  days  to  look  General  WalhingtonV 
whole  force  in  the  face  in  the  pofition  on  the  outfide  of  my  works,  and; 
I  have  the  pleafure  to  affure  your  excellency,  that  there  was  but  one; 
tvifh  throughout  the  whole  army,,  which  was,  that  the  enemy  would, 
advance^^ 

I  HAVE  this  evening  received  your  letter  of  the  24th,  which  hap. 
given  me  the  greateft  fatisfadion..  I  (hall  retire  this  night  within  the 
works,  and  have  no  doubt,  if  relief  arrives  in  any  reafonable  time, 
York  and  Gloucefter  will  be  both  in  the  poffeffion  of  His-MajeftyV 
txoops^ 

1  BELIE  vs.; 
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Notes  to  the      I  BELIEVE  vour  cscellency  rauft  depend  more  oa  the  fouud  of  our 

Sixth  '  ^  .  . 

Chapter,    catinou  thaii  the  fignal  of  imokes  for  information  ;  however,  I  will  at- 
tempt it  on  the  Glouceiler  fide.  — •  Medicines  are  wanted. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

CORNWALLIS. 


--<  N  O  T  E    ^C^) 

Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  Earl  Cornwallis,  dated  New  Tork,  September  25, 

1781. 

[  Duplicate.  —  In  cypher.  — Received  0(5tot)er  2.  ] 

My  Lord, 
M  Y  letter  of  yeflerday  will  have  informed  your  lordffiip  of  the 
number  of  Ihips  and  troops  we  can  bring  with  us.  It  is  fuppofed  the 
neceffary  repairs  of  the  fleet  will  detain,  us  here  to  the  5th  of  Oftober  j 
and  your  lordfhip  muft  be  fenfible  that  unforefeen  accidents  may 
lengthen  it  out  a  day  or  two  longer ;  I  therefore  etitreat  you  to  lofe  no 
time  in  letting  me  know  by  the  bearer  your  real  fituation,  and  youf 
opinion  how,  upon  our  arrival,  we  can  beft  a£l  to  form  a  jundlion  with 
you,  together  with  the  exaft  flrength  of  the  enemy's  fleet,  and  what 

part  of  the  Chefapeak  they  appear  to  be  moil  jealous  of. 

« 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

H*    CLINTON. 

V.  S.  As  your  lordfhip  mufl  have  better  Intelligence  than  we  can 

poffibly  have,  I  requefl  you  will  fend  a  trufly  perfon  to  each  of  the 

3  •  capes, 
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capes,  about  the  7th  of  next  month,  with  every  information  refpe£ling  Notes  to  the 

Sixth 

the  force  and  lituation  of  the  enemy  you  may  judge  neceflary,  and  di-    Chapttr. 
redlions  to  continue  there  until  our  arrival,  when  fmall  veffels  will  be 
fent  to  bring  off  any  perfon  they  may  find  there. 


(NOTE      R.  ) 


Earl  Cornwallls   to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  dated  Tork  town,  Firginia^. 
OSiober  3,    1781. 

[  In  cypher.  } 

SIR, 
I  RECEIVED  your  letter  of  the  25th  of  September  laft  night-. 
The  enemy  are  encamped  about  two  miles  from  us.  Gn  the  night  of 
the  30th  of  September  they  broke  ground,  and  made  two  redoubts 
about  eleven  hundred  yards  from  our  works,  which,  with  fome  (a.) 
works  that  had  been  conflru(n:cd  to  fecure  our  exterior  pofition,  occupy 
a  gorge  between  two  creeks  which  nearly  embrace  this  pof!:.  They 
have  finifhed  thefe  redoubts,  and  I  exped  they  will  go  on  with  their 
works  this  night.  From  the  time  that  the  enemy  have  given  us,  and 
the  uncommon  exertions  of  the  troops,  our  works  are  in  a  better  f\ate 
of  defence  than  we  had  reafon  to  hope. 

I  CAN  fee  no  means  of  forming  a  jundion  with  me  but  by  York 
river ;  and  I  do  not  think  that  any  diverfion  would  be  of  ufe  to  us. 
Our  accounts  of  the  ftrength  of  the  French  fleet  have  in  general  been, 
that  they  were  thirty-five  or  thirty-fix  fail  of  the  line ;  they  have  fre- 
<juently  changed  their  pofition  ;  two  (hips  of  the  line  and  one  frigate 

lie 
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Notes  to  the  lie  at  the  mouth  of  this  river  ;  and  our  lafl:  accounts  were,  that  th« 

Sixth 

Chiipter.  body  of  the  fleet  lay  between  the  tail  of  the  HorfeflTioe  and  York  fpit : 
And  it  is  llkewife  faid,  that  four  line-of-battle  fliips  lay  a  few  days  ago 
in  Hampton  road,  I  fee  little  chance  of  my  being  able  to  fend  perfons 
to  wait  for  you  at  the  capes ;  but  I  will,  if  poffible. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

CORNWALLIS. 


(NOTES.) 

Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  Earl  Cornwallis,  dated  New  Torh^  September  30, 

1781. 

[Duplicate.  —  In  cypher. — Received,  Oilober  10,  from  Major  Cockrarit  ] 

My  Lord, 
YOUR  lordfhip  may  be  aflured  that  I  am  doing  every  thing  in  my 
power  to  relieve  you  by  a  dire£l  move,  and  I  have  reafbn  to  hope,  from 
the  affurances  given  me  this  day  by  Admiral  Graves,  that  we  may  pafs 
the  bar  by  the  1 2th  of  06lober,  if  the  winds  permit,  and  no  unfore- 
feen  accident  happens;  this,  however,  is  fubje£t  to  difappolntment; 
wherefore,  if  I  hear  from  you,  your  willies  will  of  courfe  direct  me, 
and  I  fhall  perfift  in  my  idea  of  a  dire(9;  move  even  to  the  middle  of 
November,  fhould  it  be  your  iordfhip's  opinion  that  you  can  hold  out 
fc  long  5-  but  if,  when  I  hear  from  you,  you  tell  me  that  you  cannot, 
and  1  am  without  hopes  of  arriving  in  time  to  fuccour  you  by  a  dire(Cl 
move,  I  will  immediately  make  an  attempt  upon  Philadelphia  (a.)  by 
land,  giving  you  notice,  if  poffible,  of  my  intention.  If  this  ihould 
(draw  any  part  of  Wafiiington's  force  from  you,  it  may  poflibly  give 

you 
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you  an  opportunity  of  doing  fomething  to  fave  your  army ;  of  which,  Notes  to  the 

Sixth 

however,  you  can  beft  judge,  from  being  upon  the  fpot.  Chapter. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

H.    C  L  I  N  T  O  N. 


(NOTE      T. ) 

Earl  Cornwall's  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  K.  B.  dated  York  town,  Virginia^ 
OSlober  11,  1781,  twelve  M. 

[In  cypher.] 

SIR, 
COCHRANE  arrived  yeflerday.  I  have  only  to  repeat  what  I 
faid  in  my  letter  of  the  3d,  that  nothing  but  a  dire*ft  move  to  York 
river,  which  includes  a  fuccefsful  naval  aftion,  can  fave  me.  The 
enemy  made  their  firft  parallel  on  the  night  of  the  6th,  at  the  diftance 
of  fix  hundred  yards,  and  have  perfe£led  it,  and  conftrutSted  places  of 
arms  and  batteries  with  great  regularity  and  caution.  On  the  evening 
of  the  pth  their  batteries  opened,  and  have  fince  continued  firing  with- 
out intermiffion,  with  about  forty  pieces  of  cannon,  moftly  heavy,  and 
lixteen  mortars,  from  eight  to  fixteen  inches.  We  have  loft  about  fe- 
venty  men,  and  many  of  our  works  are  confiderably  damaged  :  With 
fuch  works  on  difadvantageous  ground,  againll:  fp  powerful  an  attack, 
we  cannot  hope  to  make  a  very  long  refinance. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

CORNWALLIS. 

3  I  P,  S. 
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Notes  to  the      P.  S.     OcT.  11,  five  P.  M.  —  Sliice  my  lafl  letter  was  written  we 
Chapter,    xiave  loft  thirty  men. 

Oct.  12,  feven  P.  M.  —  Lafl:  night  the  enemy  made  their  fecond 
parallel  at  the  diftance  of  three  hundred  yards.  We  continue  to  lofe 
men  very  fail. 


(NOTE      V.  ) 


Earl  Cortnvallis  io  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  K.  B.  dated  Tork  ioxv^n, 
QSlober  15,  1781. 

[In  cypher .3 

S  I  R, 
LAST  evening  the  enemy  carried  two  'advanced  redoubts  on 
the  left  by  fiorm,  and  during  the  night  have  included  them  in  their 
fecond  parallel,  which  they  are  at  prefent  bufy  in  perfe£ting.  My 
lituation  now  becomes  very  critical ;  we  dare  not  fhew  a  gun  to  their 
old  batteries,  and  I  expe£l  that  their  new  ones  will  open  to-morrow 
morning  :  Experience  has  (hewn,  that  our  frefli  earthen  works  do  not 
refifl:  their  powerful  artillery  ;  fo  that  we  fhall  foon  be  expofed  to  an 
aflault  in  ruined  works,  in  a  bad  pofition,  and  with  weakened  num- 
bers. The  fafety  of  the  place  is,  therefore,  fo  precarious,  that  I  can- 
not recommend  that  the  fleet  and  army  {hould  run  great  rifle  in  en- 
deavouring to  fave  us. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

CORNWALLIS, 


(NOTE 
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(  N  O  T  E      W.  ) 

Earl  Cornwallls  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  K,  B.  dated  York  town,  Virginia,  Notes  to  the 

Sixth 
OSlober  20,    1781.  Chapter. 

SIR, 
I  HAVE  the  mortification  to  inform  your  excellency,  that  I  have 
been  forced  to  give  up  the  pofls  of  York  and  Gloucefter,  and  to  fur- 
render  the  troops  under  my  command,  by  capitulation  on  the  19th  in- 
ftant,  as  prifoners  of  war  to  the  combined  forces  of  America  and 
France. 

I  NEVER  faw  this  poft  in  a  very  favourable  light :  But  when  1 
found  I  was  to  be  attacked  in  it  in  fo  unprepared  a  ftate,  by  fo  power- 
ful an  army  and  artillery,  nothing  but  the  hopes  of  relief  would  have 
induced  me  to  attempt  its  defence  ;  for  I  would  either  have  endea- 
voured to  efcape  to  New  York  by  rapid  marches  from  the  Gloucefter 
liJe,  immediately  on  the  arrival  of  General  Wafhington's  troops  at  . 
Williamfburgh,  or  I  would,  notwithftanding  the  difparity  of  num- 
bers, have  attacked  them  in  the  open  field,  where  it  might  have  been 
juft  poflible  that  fortune  would  have  favoured  the  gallantry  of  the 
handful  of  troops  under  my  command:  But  being  aflured  by  your 
excellency's- letters,  that  every  poflible  means  would  be  tried  by  the 
navy  and  army  to  relieve  us,  1  could  not  think  myfelf  at  liberty  to 
v&iiture  upon  either  of  chofe  defperate  attempts  ;  therefore,  after  re- 
maining; for  two  days  in  a  ilrong  pofition,  in  front  of  this  place,  in 
bopes  of'  being  attacked,  upon  obterving  that  the  enemy  were  taking 
meafure  wiiich  could  not  fail  of  turning  my  left  flank  in  a  fhort  time, 
and  receivhig  on  the  fecond  evening  your  letter  of  the  24th  of  Septem- 
.  3^2  ^^^* 
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Notes  fo  the  ber,  informing  me  that  the  relief  would  fail  about  the  5th  of  0(5lo- 
Chapter.  ber,  I  withdrew  within  the  works  on  the  night  of  the  29th  of  Sep- 
temj^r,  hoping  by  the  labour  and  firmnefs  of  the  foldiers  to  protract 
the  defence  until  you  could  arrive.  Every  thing  was  to  be  expefted 
from  the  fpirit  of  the  troops  ;  but  every  difadvantage  attended  their 
labour,  as  the  work  was  to  be  continued  under  the  enemy's  fire,  and 
our  flock  of  intrenching  tools,  which  did  not  much  exceed  four  hun- 
dred when  we  began  to  work  in  the  latter  end  of  Augufl,  was  now 
niuch  diminifhed. 


The  enemy  broke  ground  on  the  night  of  the  30th,  and  conftrudted 
on  that  night,  and  the  two  following  days  and  nights,  two  redoubts, 
which,  with  fome  works  that  had  belonged  to  our  outward  pofition, 
occupied  a  gorge  between  two  creeks  or  ravines,  which  came  from  the 
river  on  each  fide  of  the  town.  On  the  night  of  the  6th  (a.)  of  Octo- 
ber they  made  their  firft  parallel,  extending  from  its  right  on  the  river 
to  a  deep  ravine  on  the  left,  nearly  oppofite  to  the  center  of  this  place, 
and  embracing  our  whole  left,  at  the  diflance  of  fix  hundred  yards. 
Having  perfected  this  parallel,  their  batteries  opened  on  the  evening 
of  the  9th,  againft  our  left ;  and  other  batteries  fired  at  fhe  fame  time 
againfl  a  redoubt  over  a  creek  upon  our  right,  and  defended  by  abouf 
one  hundred  and  twenty  men  of  the  23d  regiment  and  marines,  who 
maintained  that  pofl  with  uncommon  gallantry.  The  fire  continued 
incelTant  from  heavy  cannon,  and  from  mortars  and  howitzers,  throw- 
ing fhells  from  eight  to  fixteen  inches,  until  all  our  guns  on  the  left 
were  filenced,  our  work  much  damaged,  and  our  lofs  of  men  confT- 
derable.  On  the  night  of  the  nth  (b.)  they  began  their  fecond  paral- 
lel, about  three  hundred  yards  nearer  to  us.  The  troops  being  much 
weakened  by  ficknefs,  as  well  as  by  the  fire  of  the  beflegers,  and  ob- 
ferving  that  the  enemy  had  not  only  fecured  their  flanks,  but  pro- 
ceeded 
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ceeded  in  every  refpe£l  with  the  utmoft  regularity  and  caution,  I  could  Notes  to  the 

Sixth 

not  venture  fo  large  forties,  as  to  hope  from  them  any  confiderable  ef-  Chapter. 
fe£t ;  but  otherwife,  I  did  every  thing  in  my  power  to  interrupt  their 
work,  by  opening  new  embrazures  for  guns,  and  keeping  up  a  con- 
ftant  fire  with  all  the  howitzers  and  fmall  mortars  that  we  could  man. 
On  the  evening  of  the  14th,  they  aflaulted  and  carried  two  redoubts, 
that  had  been  advanced  about  three  hundred  yards  for  the  purpofe  of 
delaying  their  approaches,  and  covering  our  leift  flank,  and  during  the 
night  included  them  in  their  fecond  parallel,  on  which  they  continued  to 
work  with  the  utmoft  exertion.  Being  perfedly  fenfible  that  our  works 
could  not  ftand  many  hours  after  the  opening  of  the  batteries  of  that 
parallel,  we  not  only  continued  a  conftant  fire  with  all  our  mortars,  and 
every  gun  that  could  be  brought  to  bear  upon  it,  but  a  little  before 
daybreak,  on  the  morning  of  the  loth,  I  ordered  a  fortie  of  about 
three  hundred  and  fifty  men,  under  the  direction  (c.)  of  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Abercrombie,  to  attack  two  batteries  which  appeared  to  be  in 
the  greateft  forwardnefs,  and  to  fpike  the  guns.  A  detachment  of 
guards,  with  the  80th  company  of  grenadiers,  under  the  command  of 
Lieutenant-colonel  Lake,  attacked  the  one;  and  one  of  light  infantry, 
under  the  command  of  Major  Armftrong,  attacked  the  other ;  and 
both  fucceeded,  by  forcing  the  redoubts  that  covered  them,  fpiking 
eleven  guns,  and  killing  or  wounding  about  one  hundred  of  the 
French  troops  who  had  the  guard  of  that  part  of  the  trenches,  and 
with  little  lofs  on  our  fide.  The  adlion,  though  extremely  honourable 
to  the  officers  and  foidiers  who  executed  it,  proved  of  little  public  ad- 
vantage ;  for  the  cannon  having  been  fpiked  in  a  hurry,  were  foon  ren- 
dered fit  for  fervice  again  ;  and  before  dark  the  whole  parallel  and  bat- 
teries appeared  to  be  nearly  complete.  At  this  time  we  knew  that 
there  was  no  part  of  the  whole  front  attacked  on  which  we. could' 
Ihow  a  fingle  gun,  and  our  fhells  were  nearly  expended  :  I  therefore 
2  ha4 


43°  CAMPAIGNS     OF     I780     AND     1 78 1     IN     THE 

Notes  to  the  had  only  to  chufe  between  preparing  to  furrender  next  day,  or  endea- 

Sixth 

Chapter,  vouruig  to  get  otF  With  the  greateft  part  of  the  troops  ;  and  I  deter- 
mined to  attempt  the  latter,  reflefling,  that  though  it  fhould  prove 
unfuccefsful  in  its  immediate  objed,  it  might,,  at  leaft,  delay  the  ene- 
my in  the  profecution  of  farther  enterprizes.  Sixteen  large  boats  were 
prepared,  and  upon  other  pretexts  were  ordered  to  be  in  readinefs  to 
receive  troops  precifely  at  ten  o'clock  :  With  thefe  I  hoped  to  .pafs  the 
infantry  during  the  night ;  abandoning  our  baggage,  and  leaving  a  de- 
tachment to  capitulate  for  the  town's  people,  and  the  (ick  and  wound- 
ed ;  on  which  fubje£l:  a  letter  was  ready  to  be  delivered  to  General 
Wafhington.  After  making  my  arrangements  with  the  utmoft  fecre- 
cyy  the  light  infantry,  greatefl  part  of  the  guards,  and  part  of  the 
23d  regiment,  landed  at  Gloucefler  ;  but  at  this  critical  moment,  the 
weather,  from  being  moderate  and  calm,  changed  to  a  violent  ftorm  of 
wind  and  rain,  and  drove  all  the  boats,  fome  of  which  had  troops  oa 
board,  down  the  river.  It  was  foon  evident,  that  the  intended  paffage 
was  imprafticable ;  and  the  abfence  of  the  boats  rendered  it  equally 
impoffible  to  bring  back  the  troops  that  had  paffed,  which  I  had  or- 
dered about  two  in  the  morning.  la  this  fituation,  with  my  little 
force  divided,  the  enemy's  batteries  opened  at  daybreak :  The  paffage 
between  this  place  and  Gloucefter  was  much  expofed,  but  the  boats 
having  now  returned,  they  were  ordered  to  bring  back  the  troops  than 
had  paffed  during  the  night,  and  they  joined  in  the  forenoon  without 
much  lofs.  Our  works  in  the  mean  time  were  going  to  ruin  ;  and  not 
having  been  able  to  ftrengthen  them  by  abbatis,  nor  in  any  other  man- 
ner than  by  a  flight  fraizing,  which  the  enemy's  artillery  were  demo- 
lilhing  wherever  they  fired,  my  opinion  entirely  coincided  with  that 
of  the  engineer  and  principal  officers  of  the  army,  that  they  were  in 
many  places  affailahle  in  the- forenoon,  and  that  by  the  continuance  of 
the  lame  fire  for  a  few  hours  longer,  they  would  be  in  fuch  a  ftate  as 
J  .to 
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We  at  that  time  could  not  fire  a  fingle  gun  ;  only  one  eight-inch  and  Charier. 
little  more  than  a  hundred  cohorn  fliells  remained  ;  a  diverfion  by  the 
French  fliips  of  war  that  lay  at  the  mouth  of  York  river  was  to  be  ex- 
pelled. Our  numbers  had  been  diminifhed  by  the  enemy's  fire,  but 
particularly  by  ficknefs  ;  and  the  ftrength  and  fpirits  of  thofe  in  the 
works  were  much  exhaufled  by  the  fatigue  of  conftant  watching  and 
unremitting  duty.  Under  all  thefe  circumftances,  I  thought  it  would 
have  been  wanton  and  inhuman  to  the  laft  degree  to  facrifice  the  lives 
of  this  fmall  body  of  gallant  foldiers,  who  had  ever  behaved  with  fa 
much  fidelity  and  courage,  by  expofing  them  to  an  affault,  which, 
^om  the  numbers  and  precaution  of  the  enemy,  could  not  fail  to  fuc- 
ceed.  I  therefore  propofed  to  (d.)  capitulate,  and  I  have  the  honour 
to  inclofe  to  your  excellency  the  copy  of  the  correfpondence  between 
General  VVafhlngton  and  me  on  that  fubjeft,  and  the  terms  of  the 
capitulation  agreed  upon.  I  fincerely  lament  that  better  could  not  be 
obtained  ;  but  I  have  neglefted  nothing  in  my  power  to  alleviate  the 
misfortune  and  diftrefs  of  both  officers  and  foldiers.  The  men  are 
well  clothed  and  provided  with  neceffaries,  and  I  truft  will  be  regu« 
larly  fupplied  by  the  means  of  the  officers  that  are  permitted  to  re- 
main with  them.  The  treatment,  in  general,  that  we  have  received.  . 
from  the  enemy  fince  our  furrender,  has  been  perfe£lly  good  and  pro- 
per :  But  the  kindnefs  and  attention  that  has  been  fhewed  to  us  by  the 
French  officers  in  particular,  their  delicate  fenfibillty  of  our  fituatlon, 
their  generous  and  preffing  offer  of  money,  both  public  and  private,  to 
any  amount,  has  really  gone  beyond  what  I  can  poffibly  defcribe,  and 
will,  I  hope,  make  an  impreflion  on  the  breaft  of  every  officer,  when- 
ever the  fortune  of  war  fhould  put  any  of  them  Into  our  power. 

Although 
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Notes  to  the  Although  the  event  has  been  fo  unfortunate,  the  patience  of  the 
Chapter,  foldlers  HI  bcaruig  the  greateft  fatigues,  and  their  firi-naiefs  and  intre- 
i/idity  under  a  perfevering  fire  of  (hot  and  fhells,  that  I  believe  has 
not  often  be^en  exceeded,  deferved  the  higheft  admiration  and  praife  : 
A  fuccefsful  defence,  however,  in  our  fituation  was,  perhaps,  impoffi- 
ble  ;  for  the  place  could  only  be  reckoned  an  intrenched  camp,  fubjedt 
in  moll:  places  to  enfilade,  and  the  ground,  in  general,  fo  difadvan- 
tageous,  that  nothing  but  the  neceffity  of  fortifying  it  as  a  poll  to 
protecl  the  navy,  could  have  induced  any  perfon  to  ere£l  works  upon 
it.  Our  force  diminiflied  daily  by  ficknefs  and  other  lofles,  and  was 
reduced  when  we  offered  to  capitulate,  on  this  fide,  to  little  more  than 
three  thoufand  two  hundred  rank  and  file  fit  for  duty,  including  offi- 
cers' fervants  and  artificers  ;  and  at  Gloucefter,  about  fix  hundred,,  in- 
cluding cavalry.  The  enemy's  army  confifled  of  upwards  of  eight, 
thoufand  French,  nearly  as  many  continentals,  and  five  thoufand  mi- 
litia. They  brought  an  immenfe  train  of  heavy  artillery,  moft  amply , 
furnifhed  with  ammunition,  and  pe^^fedly  well  manned. 

The  conftant  and  univerfal  chearfulnefs  and  fplrit  of  the  officers 
in  all  hardfhips  and  dangers  deferve  my  warmefl  acknowledgements  ; 
and  I  have  been  particularly  indebted  to  Brigadier-general  O'Hara  and 
Lieutenant-colonel  Abercrombie,  the  former  commanding  on  the  right, 
and  the  latter  on  the  left,  for  their  attention  and  exertion  on  every  oc- 
cafion.  The  detachment  of  the  23d  regiment  and  of  the  marines,  in 
the  redoubt  on  the  right,  commanded  by  Captain  Apthorpe,  and  the 
fubfequent  detachments,  commanded  by  Lieutenant-colonel  Johnfon, 
deferve  particular  commendation.  Captain  Rochfort,  who  commanded 
the  artillery,  and,  indeed,  every  officer  and  foldler  of  that  diftingulflied 
corps,  and  Lieuteriant  Sutherland,  the  commanding  engineer,  have 
merited  in  every  refpeft  my  highefl:  approbation  :  And  I  cannot  fuffi- 

ciently 
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ficiently  acknowledge  my  obligations  to  Captain  Symonds,  who  com-  Notes  to  the 
manded  His  Majefty's  fhips,  and  to  the  other  officers  and  feamen  of   Chapter, 
the  navy,  for  their  afllve  and  zealous  co-operation, 

I  TRANSMIT  returns  of  our  killed  and  wounded;  the  lofs  of  fearaen 
and  town's  people  was  likewife  confiderable. 

I  TRUST  your  excellency  will  pleafe  to  haften  the  return  of  the  Bo- 
netta,  after  landing  her  paffengers,  in  compliance  with  the  article  of 
capitulation. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Abercrombie  will  have  the  honour  to  deli- 
ver this  difpatch,  and  is  well  qualified  to  explain  to  your  excellency 
every  particular  relating  to  our  paft  and  prefent  fituation. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

CORNWALLIS. 


(NOTE      X. ) 

Copy  of  Earl  CornwaUh^  letter  to  General  Wajhlngton,  dated  Tork,  in 
Virginia,  OSiober  iph,  1781. 

S  I  R, 
I  PROPOSE  a  ceflatlon  of  hoftilities  for  twenty-foiir  hours,  and 
that  two  officers  may  be  appointed  by  each  fide,    to   meet  at  Mr. 
Moore's  houfe,  to  fettle  terms  for  tlie  furrender  of  the  pofls  of  York 

and  Gloucefter, 

i  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

CORNWALLIS. 
3  K  Copy 
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Notes  to  the  Copy  of  General  Wajhlngtoiis  letter  to  Earl  CornwaUisy  dated  camp  before 
Chapter.  '     ^       Toj'k^  i-jth  OSlober,   1 781. 

My  Lord, 
I  HAVE  had  the  honour  of  receiving  your  lordfhip*s  letter  of  this 
date. 

An  ardent  defire  to  fave  the  effufion  of  human  blood  will  readily 
incline  me  to  liften  to  fuch  terms,  for  the  furrender  of  your  pofls  and 
garrifons  at  York  and  Gloucefter,  as  arc  admiflible, 

I  WISH,  previous  to  the  meeting  of  the  commrflioners,  that  your 
lordfliip's  propofals,  in  writing,  may  be  fent  to  the  American  lines  % 
for  which  purpofe,  a  fufpenfion  of  hoftllitles  during  two  hours  from 
the  delivery  of  this  letter  will  be  granted. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
0  G.    WASHINGTON. 


Copy  of  Earl  Cornwallis' s  letter  to  General  Wafhington,  dated  Tork,  in 
Firginia,  lythO^ober,  1781,  half  pajlfour,  P.  M. 

SIR, 

I  PI  AVE  this  moment  been  honoured  with  your  excellency's  let- 
ter, dated  this  day. 

The  time  limited  for  fending  my  anfwer  will  not  admit  of  enter- 
ing into  the  detail  of  articles ;  but  the  bafis  of  my  propofals  will  be, 
that  the  garrifons  of  York  and  Gloucefter  fhall  be  prifoners  of  war, 

with 
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duals  which  I  have  the  honour  to  comnnand,  that  the  Britifli  fhali  be  Chapter. 
fent  to  Britain,  and  the  Germans  to  Germany,  under  engagement  not 
to  ferve  againfl  France,  America,  or  their  allies,  until  releafed,  or  regu- 
larly exchanged  :  That  all  arms  and  public  {lores  fhall  be  delivered  up 
to  you  ;  but  that  the  ufual  indulgence  of  fide  arms  to  officers,  and  of 
retaining  private  property,  fhall  be  granted  to  officers  and  foldiers : 
And  that  the  intereft  of  feveral  individuals,  in  civil  capacities  and  con- 
neiSled  with  us,  fhall  be  attended  to. 

If  your  excellency  thinks  that  a  continuance  of  the  fufpeiifioh  of 
hoflilities  will  be  necefTary  to  tranfmit  your  anfwer,  I  fhall  have  no 
objedtion  to  the  hour  that  you  may  propofe. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

CORNWALLIS. 


Copy  of  General  JVaJhlngiofi  s  letter  to  'Earl  Cornwallh^  dated  camp  before 
York,   i%th  OSloher,  1781. 

My  Lord, 
TO  avoid  unnecefQiry  difcuirions  and  delays,    I   fliali  at  once,  In 
anfwer  to  your  lordfhip's  letter  of  yeflerday,  declare  the  general  bafis 
upon  which  a  definitive  treaty  of  capitulation  may  take  place. 

The  garrifons  of  York  and  Gloucefler,  including  the  feamen,  as 
you  propofe,  fhall  be  received  prifoners  af  war.  The  condition  an- 
nexed, of  fending  the  Britifh  and  German  troops  to  the  parts  of  Eu- 
rope to  which  they  refpe£tively  belong,  is  uiadmifTible  :  Inflead  of  this, 
they  will  be  marched  to  fuch  parts  of  the  country  as  can  mofl  con-. 

3  K  2  veniently 
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Notes  to  the  veniently  provide  for  their  fubfiftence ;  and  the  benevolent  treatment 
Chapter,    of  the  prlfoners,  which  is  invariably  obferved  by  the  Americans,  will 
be  extended  to  them.     The  fame  honours  will  be  granted  to  the  fur- 
rendering  army  as  were  granted  to  the  garrifon  of  Charles  town. 

The  (hipping  and  boats  in  the  two  harbours,  with  all  their  guns, 
ftores,  tackling,  furniture,  and  apparel,  fhall  be  delivered  in  their  pre- 
fent  ftate  to  an  officer  of  the  navy  appointed  to  take  poffefllon  of  them. 

'  The  artillery,  arms,  accoutrements,  military  cheft,  and  public 
ftores  of  every  denomination,  ftiall  be  delivered,  unimpaired,  to  the 
heads  of  the  departments  to  which  they  refpeftively  belong. 

The  officers  fhall  be  indulged  in  retaining  their  fide  arms  ;  and  the 
officers  and  foldiers  may  preferve  their  baggage  and  efFefts,  with  this 
referv,e,  that  property  taken  in  the  country  will  be  reclaimed. 

With  regard  to  the  individuals  In  civil  capacities,  whofe  intereft 
your  lordfliip  wifhes  may  be  attended  to,  until  they  are  more  particu- 
larly defcribed,  nothing  definitive  can  be  fettled. 

I  HAVE  to  add,  that  I  expert  the  fick  and  wounded  will  be  fupplied 
with  their  own  hofpital  ftores,  and  be  attended  by  Britifh  furgeons, 
particularly  charged  with  the  care  of  them. 

Your  lordfhip  will  be  pleafed  to  fignify  your  determination,  either 
to  accept  or  rejeft  the  propofals  now  offered,  in  the  courfe  of  two 
hours  from  the  delivery  of  this  letter,  that  commiflioners  may  be  ap- 
pointed to  digeft  the  articles  of  capitulation,  or  a  renewal  of  hoftilities 
may  take  place. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sec, 

G.    WASHINGTON. 

Cafy 
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Copy  of  Earl  CornwalUs'  letter  to  General  Wajhlngton^  dated  Tork,  in    Notes  to  the 
Virginia,   iStb  OSloberj   1781.  Cha^.t-r. 

SIR, 

I  A  G  R  E  E  to  open  a  treaty  of  capitulation  upon  the  bafis  of  tha 
garrifons  of  York  and  Gloucefter,  including  feamen,  being  prifoners 
of  war,  without  annexing  the  condition  of  their  being  fent  to  Europe  ;- 
but  I  expeft  to  receive  a  compenfatlon  in  the  articles  of  capitulation  for 
the  furrendsr  of  Gloucefter  in  its  prefent  ftate  of  defence. 

I  SHALL  in  particular  defire,  that  the  Bonetta  floop  of  war  may  be 
left  entirely  at  my  difpofal,  from  the  hour  that  the  capitulation  is 
figned,  to  receive  an  aid  de  camp  to  carry  my  difpatches  to  Sir  Henry 
Clinton.  Such  foldlers  as  I  may  think  proper  to  fend  as  paflengers  in 
her,  to  be  manned  with  fifty  men  of  her  own  crew,  and  to  be  per-- 
mitted  to  fail,,  without  examination,  when  ray  difpatches  are  ready ; 
engaging,  on  my  part,  that  the  fhip  fhall  be  brought  back  and  deli- 
vered to  you,  if  fhe  efcapes  the  dangers  of  the  fea  ;  that  the  crew  and 
foldlers  fhall  be  accounted  for  in  future  exchanges  ;  that  fhe  fhall  carry 
off  no  officer  without  youjr  confent,  nor  public  prop^erty  of  any  kind  ; 
and  T  fhall  llkewife  defire,  that  the  traders  and  inhabitants  may  pre- 
ferve  their  property,  and  that  no  perfon  may  be  punifhed  or  molefled 
for  having  joined  the  Britifh  troops. 

If  you  chufe  to  proceed  to  negociation  on  thefe  grounds,  I  fhall- 
appoint  two  field  officers  of  my  army  to  meet  two  officers  from  you, 
at  any  time  and  place  that  you  think  proper,  to  digefl  the  articles  of 
capitulation*, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

CORNWALLIS. 

(NOTE 
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(NOTE      Y. ) 

iJotes  to  the  Copy  of  the  articles  of  capitulation,  fettled  between  His  Excellency  General 
Chapter.  JVaJhington,  commander  in  chief  of  the  combined  forces  of  America  and 
Trance  ;  His  Kxcellency  the  Count  de  Rochambeau,  lieutenant  general  of 
the  armies  of  the  King  of  France,  great  crofs  of  the  royal  and  military 
order  of  St.  Louis,  commanding  the  auxiliary  troops  of  His  Moji  Chrf- 
tian  Majefy  in  America  ;  and  His  Excellency  the  Count  de  GraJ'e,  lieute- 
nant general  of  the  naval  armies  of  His  Mojl  Chrifian  Majefiy,  com- 
mander  of  the  order  of  St.  Louis,  commander  in  chief  of  the  naval  army 
of  France  in  the  Chefapeak,  on  the  one  part :  And  the  Right  Honourable 
Earl  Cornwallis,  lieutenant  general  of  His  Britannic  Majefy  s  forces, 
commanding  the  garrlfons  of  Tork  and  Gloucefer  ;  and  Thomas  Symonds, 
Efquire,  commanding  His  Britannic  Majefy  s  naval  forces  in  Tork  river  ^ 
in  Virginia,  on  the  other  part. 

Art.  I.  THE  garrifons  of  York  and  Glouceller,  including  the 
officers  and  feamen  of  His  Britannic  Majefty's  fhips,  as  well  as  other 
mariners,  to  furrender  themfelves  prifoners  of  war  to  the  combined 
forces  of  America  and  France.  The  land  troops  to  remain  pjifoners 
to  the  United  States ;  the  navy  to  the  naval  army  of  His  Moft  Chrif- 
tian  Majefty. 

Granted. 

Art.  II.  The  artillery,  arms,  accoutrements,  military  chefl:,  'and 
public  ftores  of  every  denomination,  (hall  be  delivered,  unimpaired, 
to  the  heads  of  departments  appointed  to  receive  them. 

Granted. 

i  \  Art. 
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Art.  III.     At  twelve  o'clock  this  day  the  two  redoubts  on  the  left  Notes  to  the- 

Sixth 

flank  of  York  to  be  delivered  ;  the  one  to  a  detachment  of  American    Cbapte:. 
infantry  ;  the  other  to  a  detachment  of  French  grenadiers. 
Granted. 

The  garrifon  of  York  will  march  out  to  a  place  to  be  appointed  in 
front  of  the  pofls,  at  two  o'clock  precifely,  with  (houldered  arms,  co- 
lours cafed,  and  drums  beating  a  Britifh  or  German  march.  They  are 
then  to  ground  their  arms,  and  return  to  their  encampments,  where 
they  will  remain  until  they  are  difpatcned  to  the  places  of  their  defti- 
nation.  Two  works  on  the  Gloucefter  fide  will  be  delivered  at  one 
o^clock  to  a  detachment  of  French  and  American  troops  appointed  to 
poffefs  them.  The  garrifon  will  march  out  at  three  o'clock  in  the  af- 
ternoon ;  the  cavalry,  with  their  fwords  drawn,  trumpets  founding  r 
and  the  infantry  in  the  nianner  prefcribed  for  the  garrifon  of  York. 
They  are  likewife  to  return  to  theic  encampments  until  they  can  be 
finally  marched  ofF. 

Art.  IV.  Officers  are  to  retain  their  fide  arras.  Both  officers  and 
fbl'diers  to  keep-  their  private  property  of  every  kind,  and  no  part  oP 
their  baggage  or  papers  to  be  at  any  time  fubjedt  to  fearch  or  infpec- 
tion.  The  baggage  and  papers  of  officers  and  foldiers  taken  during  the 
fiege  to  be  likewife  preferved  for  them. 

Granted. 

It  is  underftood,  that  any  property,  obvioufly  belonging  to  the  ia» 
habitants  of  thefe  ftates,  in  the  poffeffion  of  the  garrifon,  fhall  be  fub-- 
jeft  to  be  reclaimed. 

Art.  V.  The  foldiers  to  be  kept  In  Virginia,  Maryland,  or  Penn- 
fylvania,  and  as  much  by  regiments  as  pofjble,  and  fupplied  with  the 

fame 
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Notes  to  the  fame  rations  of  provifions  as  are  allowed  to  foidiers  in  the  fervice  of 
Ciuiner,  America.  A  field  officer  from  each  nation,  to  wit,  Britilh,  Anfpach, 
and  Heffian,  and  other  officers  on  parole,  in  the  proportion  of  one  to 
fifty  men,  to  be  allowed  to  refide  near  their  refpe6tive  regiments,  to 
vilit  them  frequently,  and  be  witnefles  of  their  treatment ;  and  that 
their  officers  may  receive  and  deliver  cloathing  and  other  necelTaries  for 
them  ;  for  which  palTports  are  to  be  granted  when  applied  for. 
Granted. 


Art.  VI.  The  general,  flafF,  and  other  officers,  not  employed  as 
mentioned  In  the  above  articles,  and  who  chufe  it,  to  be  permitted  to 
go  on  parole  to  Europe,  to-  New  Yorkj  or  any  other  American  mari- 
time pofls  at  prefent  in  the  poffefiion  of  the  Britifli  forces,  at  their  own 
option,  and  proper  veffels  to  be  granted  by  the  Count  de  GralTe  to 
carry  them  under  flags  of  truce  to  New  York  within  ten  days  from 
this  date,  if  poffible,  and  they  to  refide  in  a  diflrid,  to  be  agreed  upon 
hereafter,  until  they  embark. 

The  officers  of  the  civil  department  of  the  army  and  navy  to  be  in- 
cluded in  this  article.  Paffports  to  go  by  land  to  be  granted  to  thofe 
to  whom  velTels  cannot  be  furnifhed* 

Granted. 

Art.  VII.  Officers  to  be  allowed  to  keep  foidiers  as  fervants,  ac- 
cording to  the  common  practice  of  the  fervice.  Servants,  not  foidiers, 
i&re  not  to  be  confidered  as  prifoners,  and  are  to  be  allowed  to  attend 
their  maflersi 

Granted. 

Art.  VIII.  The  Bonetta  floop  of  war  to  be  equipped,  and.navi- 
tgated  by  its  prefent  captain  and  crew,  and  left  entirely  at  the  difpofal 

3  of 
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of  Lord  Cornwallis  from  the  hour  that  the  capitulation  is  figned,  to  re-  Notes  to  tHc 

ceive  an  aid-de-camp  to  carry  difpatches  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton  ;  and  fuch     Chapter. 

foldiers  as  he  may  think  proper  to  fend  to  New  York,  to  be  permitted 

to  fail  without  examination,  when  his  difpatches  are  ready.     His  lord- 

fhip  engages,  on  his  part,  that  the  fhip  fhall  be  delivered  to  the  order 

of  the  Count  de  Grafle,  if  (he  efcapes  the  dangers  of  the  fea ;  that  fhe 

fhall  not  carry  off  any  public  ftores.     Any  part  of  the  crew  that  may 

be  deficient  on  her  return,  and  the  foldiers  paffengers,  to  be  accounted 

for.  on  her  delivery. 

Art.  IX.  The  traders  are  to  preferve  their  property,  and  to  be  al- 
lowed three  months  to  difpofe  of  or  remove  them  ;  and  thofe  traders 
are  not  to  be  confidered  as  prifoners  of  war. 

The  traders  will  be  allowed  to  difpofe  of  theif  effefts,  the  allied 
army  having  the  right  of  pre-emption.  The  traders  to  be  confidered 
as  prifoners  of  war  Upon  parole. 

Art.  X.  Natives  or  inhabitants  of  different  parts  of  this  country, 
at  prefent  in  York  or  Gloucefter,  are  not  to  be  puniflied  on  account  of 
having  joined  the  Britifh  army. 

This  article  cannot  be  affented  toj  being  altogether  of  civil  refort. 

Art.  XI.  Proper  hofpitals  to  be  furnifhed  for  the  fick  and  wounded. 
They  are  to  be  attended  by  their  own  furgeons  oh  parole  ;  and  they  are 
to  be  furnifhed  with  medicines  and  ftores  from  the  Artietican  hofpitals. 

The  hofpltal  ftores  now  in  York  and  Gloucefter  ftiall  be  delivered  for 
the  ufe  of  the  Britifh  fick  and  wounded.  PafTports  will  be  granted  for 
procuring  them  farther  fupplies  from  New  York,  as  occafion  may  re- 
quire ;  and  proper  hofpitals  will  be  furnifhed  for  the  reception  of  the 
fiek  and  wounded  of  the  two  garrifons. 

3  L  Art. 
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Notes  to  the      Art.  XII.     Waggons  to  be  furnifhed  to  carry  the  baggage  of  the 
Chapter,    officers  attending  the  foldlcrs,  and  to  furgeons  when  travelling  on  ac- 
count of  the  fick,  attenduig  the  hofpitals  at  public  expence. 
They  are  to  be  furnilhed  if  poffible. 

Art.  XIIL  The  fhipping  and  boats  in  the  two  harbours,  with  all 
their  ftores,  guns,  tackling,  and  apparel,  fhall  be  delivered  up  in  their 
prefent  ftate  to  an  officer  of  the  navy  appointed  to  take  poffeffion  of 
them,  previoufiy  unloading  the  private  property,  part  of  which  had 
been  on  board  for  fecurlty  during  the  fiege. 

Granted. 

Art.  XIV.  No  article  of  capitulation  to  be  infringed  on  pretence 
of  reprlfals  ;  and  if  there  be  any  doubtful  expreffions  in  it,  they  are  to 
be  interpreted  according  to  the  common,  meaning  and  acceptation  of 
the  words. 

Granted. 

Done  at  York  town ^  in  Virginia,  OiSober  19,   1781.. 
CORN  WALL  I  S. 
THOMAS     S  Y  M  O  N  D  S. 

Done  in  tiie  trenches  before  York  town,  In  Virginia,  Odtober 
19^   1781. 

G.    WASHINGTON. 
Le  Comte  de   ROCHAMBEAU. 
'Le  Comte  de   B  A  R  R  A  S,    en  mon 
nom  &  celui  du  Cooite  de  Graffe.- 

(NOTE 
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(NOTE      Z.  ) 

Extracts ,  —  From  the  journal  of  the  operations  of  the  French  corps  under  Notes  to  tiie 
the  command  of  the  Count  de  Rochambeau.  Cii:^ptcr. 

ON  the  14th  of  (a.)  September,  General  Wafliington,  myfelf,  and 
the  Chevalier  de  Chatteleux,  arrived  at  Williamlburgh,  where  we 
found  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  in  conjunftion  with  the  Count  de  St. 
Simon,  who  had  taken  an  excellent  polition,  waiting  for  us.  After  all 
'  the  mofi  Inquieting  news  we  had  received  on  the  route,  of  the  appear- 
ance of  the  enemy's  fleet,  the  departure  of  that  of  Count  de  Grafle, 
of  an  engagement  on  the  5th  of  September,  the  appearance  of  two 
Englifti  frigates  in  the  bay,  we  at  length  received,  on  the  night  of  the 
14th,  by  a  letter  from  Count  de  Graffe,  a  circumftantial  account  of 
the  following  fa6ls  :  Admiral  Hood  had  joined,  on  the  28th  of  Augufl, 
Admiral  Graves'  fquadron  before  New  York  ;  they  both  failed  the 
3 1  ft  to  Chefapeak  bay,  at  the  inftant  our  movement  by  land  towards 
Philadelphia  had  been  difcovered.  The  Englifh  fquadron,  confifting 
of  twenty  fhips,  arrived  the  5th  at  Cape  Charles,  intending  to  get  the 
ftart  of  Count  de  Graffe ;  the  latter,  having  then  fifteen  hundred  men 
in  his  chaloups,  which  had  debarked  the  troops  of  Count  de  St,  Simon, 
and  were  not  returned,  without  hefitation  cut  his  cables,  and  went  to  _ 
engage  the  enemy  with  twenty-four  (hips,  leaving  the  reft  to  blockade 
Lord  Cornwallis  in  the  rivers  York  and  James  :  The  Count  de  Graffe 
having  purfued  feme  time,  returned  on  the  nth  into  the  bay,  where 
he  found  the  fquadron  of  Count  de  Barras,  which  failed  tlie  23th  of 
Auguft  from  Newport,  with  ten  tranfports,  having  on  board  our  fiege 
artillery,  and  entered  the  bay  on  the  loth  of  September  in  good  condi- 
tion.    The  two  Englifli  frigates,  being  between  the   two   fquadron  s, 

3  L  2  were 
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Notes  to  the  were  taken.  Immediately  the  tea  tranfports  of-the  Count  de  Barras, 
Chapter,  the  frigates,  and  the  prizes  of  Count  de  Graffe,  were  detached  to  carry 
our  troops  to  Annapolis,  under  the  orders  of  the  Sieur  de  Willebrune, 
commander  of  the  Romulus,  who,  with  the  Baron  Viomenil,  ufed 
fuch  expedition,  that  they  arrived  on  the  25th  in  Williamfburgh  (b.) 
creek,  where  they  difembarkcd  the  army  on  the  26th  and  2.7th. 
Ou  the  28th  (c.)  the  allied  army  marched  from  Williamfburgh  at 
break  of  day  for  York  town,  and  the  French  corps  of  feven  thoufand 
men  began  the  iuveftment  from  the  head  of  York  river  to  the  morafs 
near  Colonel  Nelfon's  houfe,  taking  advantage  of  the  woods,  creeks, 
&.C.,  in.  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  block  up  the  enemy  within  piftol  Ihot  of 
their  works  ;  the  thr-ee  French  brigades  marked  out  the  ground,  and 
encamped  fecurely  from  the  enemy's  cannon.  The  Baron  de  Viomenil 
commanded  the  grenadiers  and  chafleurs  of  the  army  as  the  van  guard. 
On  the  29th  the  American  army  paffed  the  morafs,  and  the  inveftment 
of  York  town  became  complete,  and  was  quite  blocked  up.  The  in- 
fantry of  Lauzun.  being  debarked  on  the  23d,  marched  under  the  Duke 
de  Lauzun  to  rejoin  their  cavalry,  which  had  marched  by  land  into 
Gloucefler  county,  under  Brigadier-general  de  Wieden,  who  com_ 
manded  there  a  body  of  twelve  hmxdred  American  militia.  The  whole 
legion  was  joined  there  on  the  23th,  the  day.  of  the  inveftment  of 
York.  town.  On  the  night  between  the  29th  and  30th,  the  enemy,, 
fearing  to  be  infulted  in  the  confined  pofition  which  they  had  fortified,., 
abandoned  all. their  pofts. 

We   employed,  the   30th   in   lodging   ourfelves    in   the   abandoned; 
works,,  which  enabled  us  to  block  up  the  enemy  In  a  circle  of  very 
little  extent,  ,'uid  gave  us  great  (d,)  advantage.     On  the  5d  of  Oilober 
the  Sicur  d.e  Cholfy  marched  to  block  up  Gloucefter,  and. take  a  pofition 
at  three  miles. dlftanc.e  from  tb.at  place, 

(_N.OTE 
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(NOTE      A  A.) 
Extra^s. — From  the  journal  of  the  operations  of  the  fleet  under  Count  de    Notes  to  the: 

Sixth 
Grajfe.  Chapter., 

THE  5th  of  Auguft  the  fleet  weighed  anchor  from  St.  Domingo, 
and  on  the  30th  arrived  in  the  bay  of  Chefapeak.  The  difpatches  of 
Generals  Wafhington  and  Rochambeau,  received  by  the  Count  de 
Grafle,  informed  him  of  the  fituation  of  their  army,  and  the  fuccefs 
which  thcBritiHi  arms  had  obtained  in  Virginia  and  Maryland.  The 
frigate  Concorde,  by  which  this  intelligence  had  been  conveyed,  was 
fent  back  to  acquaint  the  above  generals  that  the  French  fleet  was  ar- 
rived off  Cape  Henry.. 


(NOTE    B  B.  ) 


Return,  of  the  killed^  wounded,  and  miffing^  of  the  following  corps ^  from 
the  z^th  of  September  to  the  i^th  ofQSiober,  1781. 

ROYAL  artillery.     24  rank  and  file,  killed;  21  ditto  wounded; 
2.  ditto  miffing, 

Guards,     i  lerjeant,  3  rank  and.  file,  killed  j   i  ferjeant,  21. rank  and 
file,  wounded. 

Light  infantry,     i  lieutenant;  3  ferjeants,  24  rank  and  file,  killed ; 
3. lieutenants^  2  ferjeants,   i  drummer,  51  rank. and  file,  wounded. 

17th  regiment.^     i  drummer  killed;    i   ferjeant,   6  rank  and  file, , 
wounded. .  . 

23d  regi-i 
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Notes  to  the       23d  regiment.     2  lieutenants,   i  ferjeant,  8  rank  and  file,  killed;  3 

Sixth  1  1   /-I  II 

Chapter,    ferjeants,  2  drummers,   15  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

33d  regiment,  i  captain,  7  rank  and  file,  killed  ;  i  lieutenant,  i 
ferjeant,  10  rank  and  file,  wounded  ;  i  fubaltern,  7  rank  and  file^ 
nilfling. 

43d  regiment,  i  ferjeant,  9  rank  and  file,  killed  ;  i  ferjeant,  i 
drummer,  16  rank  and  file,  wounded;  i  captain,  11  rank  and  file, 
mifling. 

7ifl  regiment,  i  lieutenant,  9  rank  and  file,  killed  ;  3  drummers, 
19  rank  and  file,  wounded;   i  major,   10  rank  and  file,  miifing. 

76th  regiment,  i  drummer,  5  rank  and  file,  killed  ;  i  lieutenant, 
.4  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

80th  regiment,  i  rank  and  file  killed  ;  1 1  ditto  wounded  ;  i  cap- 
tain, 9  rank  and  file,  mlfling. 

Two  battalions  Anfpach.  i  ferjeant,  1 1  rank  and  file,  killed  ;  4 
ferjeants,  30  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

Prince  Heredltalre.  2  ferjeants,  2  drummers,  19  rank  and  file, 
killed  ;  7  ferjeants,  i  drummer,  49  rank  and  file,  wounded  ;  2  fer- 
jeants,  14  rank  and  file,  miffing. 

Regiment  de  Bofe.  i  captain,  4  ferjeants,  13  rank  and  file,  killed; 
I  enfign.  4  ferjeants,  3  drummers,  32  rank  and  file,  wounded  ;  1  fer- 
jeant,  10  rank  and  file,  miffing. 

Total.  2  captains,  4  lieutenants,  13  ferjeants,  4  drummers,  133 
rank  and  file,  killed;  5  lieutenants,  i  enfign,  24  ferjeants,  11  drum- 
mers, 285  rank  and  file,  wounded;  i  major,  2  captains,  i  fubaltern, 
3  ferjeants,  63  rank  and  file,  miffing. 

Rank  and  names  of  officers  in  the  above  return. 

HON.  Major  Cochrane,  aftlng  ald-de-camp  to  Earl  Cornwallls, 
billed. 

yi  I^lsht 
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Light   Infantry.      Lieutenant   Campbell,    74th  company,    killed  ;  Notes  to  the 

,  r       n  /■      1     1-  Sixth 

Lieutenant  Lyiter,  63d  ditto,  wounded,  fince  dead  ;  Lieutenant  Dunn,    Chapter.. 
63d  ditto,  wounded,  fince  dead;  Lieutenant  Lightburne,  37th  ditto, 
wounded. 

23d  regiment.     Lieutenants  Mair  and  Guyon  killed. 

33d  regiment.     Captain  Kerr  killed.  Lieutenant  Carfon  wounded. 

71ft  regiment.     Lieutenant  Frafer  killed.. 

76th  regiment.     Lieutenant  Robertfon  wounded. 

Captain  Rail  killed,  Enfign  Sprangenberg  wounded.. 

Commiflary  Perkins,  killed,. 

J.    D  E  S  H  A  R  D„ 
Dep.  Adj.  Gen. 


(NOTE      CC. ) 

^xiraSl  of  a  letter  from  General  Wajhlngton,  dated  head  quarters^  near 
Tork,  October  27,   1781. 

S  I  R, 

I  DO  myfelf  the  honour  to  enclofe  to  your  excellency,  copies  of; 
returns  of  prifoners,  artillery,  arms,  ordnance,  and  other  ftores,  fur- 
rendered  by  the  enemy  in  their  polls  of  York  and  Gloucefter,  on  the 
rpth  inftant,  which  were  not  completed  at  the  time  of  ;ny  laft  dif- 
patches,  and  but  this  moment  handed  to  me  :  A  draft  of  thefe  pofts, 
with  the  plan  of  attack  and  defence,  is  alfo  tranfmitted  ;  and  twenty-, 
four  ftandards,  taken  at  the  fame  time,  are  ready  to  be  laid  before 
Congrefs*. 

M.y.- 
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Notes  to  the      My  prefeut  difpatches  being  important,  I  have  committed  thwn  to 
Chapter,    the  care  of  Colonel  Humphry,  one  of  my  ald-de-camps,  whom,  for 
his  attention,  fidelity,  and  good  fervices,  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  to' 
Congrefs,  and  to  your  excellency. 

Gemral  return  of  officers  and  privates  furrendered  prifoners  of  ivar^  ths 
igtb  ofOSiober,  1781,  to  the  allied  army,  under  the  command  of  Gene- 
ral Ifa/Inngton,  taken  from  the  original  mufler  rolls* 

GENERAL  and  fiaff.  i  lieutenant  general,  i  brigadier  general, 
1  lieutenant  colonel,  and  2  majors,  5  captauis,  2  lieutenants,  2  chap- 
lains, I  town  major,  i  commiflary  of  prifoners,  i  affiftant  quarter 
mafter,  i  furgeon  and  field  ilifpeftor,  3  furgeons,  10  mates,  2  pur- 
veyors, 4  flewards,  t  ward  mafters,  19  affiftants,  2  carpenters,  5  de- 
puty commiffaries,  i  deputy  commiflary  of  forage,  5  affiftant  commil^ 
faries,  3  iflliers,  2  coopers,   i  labourer.     Total,  79. 

Artillery.  2  captains,  9  lieuteiiants,  i  furgeon,  i  mate,  i  ferjeantj 
4  drums,  193  rank  and  file,  i  commiflary  of  military  ftorcs,  9  con- 
dufbors,  5  conduflors  of  horfe,   16  artificers.     Total,  233. 

Guards.  3  lieutenant  colonels,  12  captains,  i  enfign,  2  adjutantSj 
I  quarter  mafter,  i  furgeon,  3  mates,  25  ferjeants,  12  drums,  467 
rank  and  file.     Total,  527. 

Light  infantry,  i  lieutehaht  colonel,  i  major,  io  captaijis,  16 
lieutenants,  i  enfign,  2  furgeons,  ^iZ  ferjeants,  13  drums,  594  rank 
and  file.     Total,  671. 

17th  regiment,  i  lieutenant  colonel,  3  captains,  8  lieutenants,  4 
enfigns,  i  furgeon^  9  ferjeants,  13  drums,  205  rank  and  file.  Total, 
245. 

23d  regiment.  3  captains,  6  lieutenants,  i  adjutant,  i  furgedn,  i 
imate,  16  ferjeants,  205  rank  and  file.     Totals  333. 

3  SB'^iegi-^ 
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33d  regiment,     i   lieutenant  colonel,  3  captains,  5  lieutenants,  i  Notes  to  the 
.  Sixth 

enfign,  i  furgeon,  25  ferjeants,  9  drums,  225  rank  and  file.     Total,    Chapter. 

260. 

43d  regiment,  i  major,  3  captains,  5  lieutenants,  3  enfigns,  i 
quarter  mafter,  i  furgeon,  22  ferjeants,  16  drums,  307  rank  and  file. 
Total,  359. 

7 1  ft  regiment,  i  lieutenant  colonel,  i  major,  i  captain,  11  lieute- 
nants, 4  enfigns,  i  adjutant,  i  quarter  mafter,  i  furgeon,  i  mate,  28 
ferjeants,  2  drums,  242  rank  and  file.     Total,  300. 

76th  regiment,  i  major,  6  captains,  16  lieutenants,  4  enfigns,  i 
adjutant,  i  quarter  mafter,  i  furgeon,  i  mate,  38  ferjeants,  18  drums, 
628  rank  and  file.     Total,  715. 

80th  regiment,  i  lieutenant  colonel,  2  majors,  5  captains,  17  lieu- 
tenants, 3  enfigns,  i  adjutant,  i  quarter  mafter,  i  furgeon,  i  mate, 
49  ferjeants,  20  drums,  588  rank  and  file.     Total,  689. 

Two  battalions  of  Anfpach.  2  colonels,  i  lieutenant  colonel,  1 
major,  8  captains,  32  lieutenants,  i  chaplain,  2  quarter  mafters,  2 
furgeons,  20  "mates,  32  ferjeants,  25  drums,  948  rank  and  file,  i 
waggon  mafter,  8  waggoners,  2  provofts  marflial,  i  afliftant.  Total, 
J077. 

Prince  Hereditary,  i  lieutenant  colonel,  i  major,  5  captains,  5 
lieutenants,  4  enfigns,  i  chaplain,  1  quarter  mafter,  4  furgeon's  mates, 
19  ferjeants,  11  drums,  425  rank  and  file,  6  waggoners,  i  provoft 
marflial.     Total,  484. 

Regiment  de  Bofe.  2  majors,  5  lieutenants,  2  enfigns,  i  adjutant, 
I  quarter  mafter,  i  furgeon,  3  mates,  46  ferjeants,  i6  drums,  271 
rank  and  file,   i  provoft  marflial.     Total,  349. 

Yagers,  i  captain,  3  lieutenants,  i  furgeon,  1  trumpet,  08  rank 
and  file.     Total,  74. 

3  M  Britifli 
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Notes  to  the       B'^itiih  lesion.     I   lieutenant  colonel,  6  captains,  8  lieutenants,   cs 
C'napter.     comets,  6  quarter  mafrers,   i  furgeon,  17  ferjeants,  7  trumpeters,   192 
rank  and  file.     Total,  241. 

Queen's  rangers.  I  lieutenant  colonel,  i  major,  10  captains,  15 
lieutenants,  1 1  cornets,  3  quarter  mafters,  2  furgeons,  24  ferjeants, 
5  trumpeters,  248  rank  and  file.     Total,  320. 

North-Carolina  volunteers,  i  lieutenant  colonel,  5  captains,  7  lieu- 
tenants, 8  enfigns,  7  ferjeants,   1 14  rank  and  file.     Total  142. 

Pioneers.  2  captains,  3  lieutenants,  4  ferjeants,  33  rank  and  file. 
Total,  44. 

Engineers.      2  lieutenants. —  Loyal  foreflers.     2  captains,   i  lieu- 
tenattt,  2  rank  and  file,  —  Third  New- Jerfej  volunteers,     i  captain,   i 
lieutenant,  2  rank  and  file. —  New-York  volunteers,      i  captain,  i  en- 
lign,   I  rank  and  file.  —  Virginia  volunteers,     i   captain,   i  rank  and 
file.  —  King's  American  regiment,      i  lieutenant,    i  rank  and  file.  — 
General  Delancey's  battalion.     2  enfigns,  2  rank  and  file.  —  North- 
Carolina  independent  company,     i  enfign,  1  rank  and  file.     Total,  23. 
Taken  on  the  14th  and  i6th  of  0£lober.     i   lieutenant  colonel,  2 
jnajors,  2  captains,   i  enfign,  2  ferjeants,  70  rank  and  file.     Total,  84. 
Total.     I  lieutenant  general,    i    brigadier  general,    2  colonels,   14 
lieutenant  colonels,   16  majors,  ^y  captains,   180  lieutenants,  ^^  en- 
figns, 4  chaplains,  6  adjutants,   18  quarter  maflers,   18  furgeons,   15 
mates,  385  ferjeants,   179  drums  and  trumpets,  6039  rank  and  file,   i 
town  major,   i  commifTary  of  prifoners,   i  afliflant  quarter  mailer.— 
,     Hofpital  department,      i  furgeon  and   field  infpedor,  3  furgeons,   10 
mates,  2  purveyors,  4  flewards,  2  ward  maflers,   19  affiflants,  2  car- 
penters. ■—  Commiffary  department.     5  deputy  commlffaries,   i  deputy 
commlirary  of  forage,  5  affiflant  commifTIuies,  2  clerks,  3  iffuers,  2 
coopers,   i  labourer,   i  commiifary  of  military  ftcres,  9  conduftors,  5 
conduiSlors  of  horfe,   16  artificers,   i  waggon  mafler,   15  waggoners,   5 

I  provofl 
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pi'ovoft  mafters  and  affiftants,  80  followers  of  the  army.    Amounting  Notes  to  the 

,  ,     ,  Sixth 

in  the  whole  to  7247  men.  Chapter. 

N.  B.     By  an  eftimate  colledled  by  the  adjutant  general,  the  killed  ~ 
during  the  fiege,  including  officers,  amount,  at  leaft,  to  309,  and  the 
deferters  to  44. 

(Signed)  THOMAS     DURICK, 

Dep.  Com.  Prif. 
Military  cheft,  ^.2113.  6s.  fterling,  dollars  at  4^.  SJ. 


Return  of  ordnance  and  military  Jlores  taken  at  Tork  and  Gloucejler,  In 
Virginia^  by  the  furrender  of  the  Brltljh  army,  on  the  i<)th  ofOdlober, 
1781. 

Brafs  ordnance.  Cannon  ow  travelling  carriages;  2  amufettes,  12 
three-pounders,  i  of  four,  1 2  of  fix,  i  of  nine.  -^  Garrifon  carriages. 
4  twelve-pounders,  3  of  four,  3  of  nine. 

Howitzers  on  travelling  carriages.  6  of  five  one- fifth  Inches,  3  of 
eight  ditto  ;  not  mounted,  6  of  eight  inches. 

Mortars.  Mounted,  1 1  of  four  two-fifth  inches,  7  of  five  one-half, 
I  of  fixteen  ;  not  mounted,  i  of  four  two-fifths,  3  of  thirteen. 
Total,  75. 

•  Iron  ordnance.  Cannon  on  garrifon  or  fhip  carriages  ;  i  one-poun- 
der, 3  of  three,  8  of  four,  30  of  fix,  42  of  nine,  18  of  twelve,  27  of 
eighteen  ;  on  travelling  carriages,  i  of  twenty-four.  -^  Carronades  on 
fhip  Carriages  ;  4  of  feven,  27  of  eighteen.-— Swivels,  6.     Total,  69. 

Cartridges.  Flannel  filled,  for  cannon  ;  2o  for  four-pounders,  278 
for  fix,   18  for  nine,  40  for  twelve,  226  for  twenty- four- pounders. — 

3  M  2  Mortars ; 
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Notes  to  file  Mottars  ;  341  for  four  two-fifths  inch,  386  for  five  one-half  ditto,  23 
Chapter,    for  eight  ditto.  —  Howitzers ;  87  for  five  one-half  inch. 

Paper  filled,  for  cannon;  417  for  three-pounders,  236  for  four, 
836  for  fix,  696  for  nine,  870  for  twelve,  900  for  eighteen,  28  for 
twenty-four-pounders. — Swivels,  (howitzers)   185. 

Flannel  empty,  for  cannon  ;  193  for  fix-pounders,  260  for  nine,  10 
for  twelve,  502  for  eighteen,  7  for  twenty-four-pounders.  —  Howit- 
zers ;  93  for  five  one-half  inch,  175  for  eight  ditto. 

Paper  empty,  for  cannon  ;  425  for  four-pounders,  702  for  fix,  136 
for  nine,  502  for  twelve,  ^^  for  eighteen,  250  for  twenty-four-poun- 
ders.  ■ — Swivels,  2810. 

Cylinders,  nine-pounders,  380. 

Shot.  Round.  Loofe  ;  50  for  three-pounders,  251  for  four,  3965 
for  fix,  1671  for  nine,  1635  for  twelve,  2927  for  eighteen,  750  for 
twenty-four-pounders  ;  fixed  with  flannel  for  cartridges,  676  for  three, 
530  for  fix-pounders ;  flrapped  without  cartridges,  676  for  threc- 
pounders,  520  for  fix,  782  for  twelve  ;  226  for  twenty-four-pounders. 

Cafe.     Fixed  with  flannel  cartridges,  278  for  three-pounders,  83  for 

fix  ditto  J  without  cartridges,   177  for  three-pounders,  255   for  five, 

599   for  nine,  817  for  twelve,  48  for  eighteen,   106  for  twenty-four;' 

,  howitzers,  315  for  four  two-fifths  inch,  90  for  five  one-half  ditto,  97 

for  eight  ditto. 

Bar;  17  for  three-pounders,  ^3  ^^^  four,  24  for  fix,  100  for  ninCj 
&2  for  eighteen,  86  for  twenty- fou-r. 

Grape.    Round.-    51   for  three-pounders,  52^  for  four^  220  for  fix^ 
2J2  fofr  nine,  80   for  eighteen,  86  for  twenty-four;    boxes  of  loofe  • 
grape,  26  ;  barrels  of  ditto,   i ;  rounds  of  langrel,  24. 

Wads  for  cannon;  230  for  four-pounders,  dya.for  &x,  734  for 
mne,^35  for  eighteen-pounders. . 

z.  Shells. 
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Shells.     Fixed;  213  for  four  two-fifth  inch;  unfixed,  77  for  five  Notes  to  the 
one-half  inch,   150  for  eight  ditto,  25  for  thirteen  ditto.  —  Carcafes,    Chapter, 
dght-inch,  6,  fixed  ;  hand  grenades  fixed,  602. 

Fuzes,  fixed  ;  514  for  five  one-half  inch,  20  for  eight  ditto. 

Spunges,  ladles,  and  wad  hooks  ;  8  for  one-pounder,  ^^  for  three, 
8  for  four,  69  for  fix,  25  for  nine,  ^^  for  twelve,  23  for  eighteen,  2 
for  tvs'enty-four.     Different  fizes,  without  ftaves,  58. 

Fire  arms,  &c.  Mulkets,  with  bayonets,  5743  ;  without  bayonets, 
915;  1 136  damaged;  carbines,  31  :  fuzees,  32;  piftols,  137;  brafs 
blunderbufles,  11;  iron  ditto,  9;  bayonets,  688  ;  bayonet  fcabbards, 
1140;  bayonet  belts,  1777;  cartridge  boxes,  6444;  tin  cannifters, 
800  ;  pouches  for  yagers,  350  ;  gref;  match  pipes,  86;  muiket  car- 
tridges, fixed  with  ball,  266,274;  83  barrels,  and  89  half-barrels  of 
powder;  fabres,  1925-;  ditto  damaged,  100;  horfeman's  fwords,  273  ; 
halbertSj  32;  ditto  damaged,   14;  pikes,  210. 

Regiments  ilandards.  German j  18.;  Britifh,  6;  Britifli  unioa: 
flags,  4. 

Camp  colours.     German,  32;  Britifli,  41. 

Drums,  good,  32;  damaged,  19  ;  drum  flings,  i8  ;  fife  cafes,  10; 
£fe  flings,  7;  trumpet,   i;  bugle  horns,   18;  French  horns,  5. 

Muiket  balls,- 29. boxes,  loolb;  each  ;  lead  in  pieces,  1301b.;  mu-f? 
ket  flints,  34,200; 

Slow  match,.  4245IB.  ;    fire  balls,    28  ;   fire   rings,   12  ;    fulphur,  . 
5olb.  ;  faltpetre,  501b.;  flax,  71b.;    fpelter,  2lb. ;    emery,  41b;  kitt, . 
321b.;  meal  powder,  31b;   junk,  6oolb. ;    of  one-inch  rope,   i  coil; 
two»inch,.  ditto  2  ;    two-and-half,  ditto  3;    three-inch,  2;    four  and 
eight-inch,   i  coil  each. 

8  Lanterns,  viz.  3  tin,   i  horn,  and  4.dark. 

Signal  rockets,  36  ;  tubes  of  fizes,  6705  ;  tube  boxes,  62  ;  port- 
fi.res,    787;  port-fire  ftocks,  28;    lint  flocks,  16;    lead,  aprons,  90  ; 

Heel 
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Notes  to  the  Aeel  fpikcs,  80  ;    powder  horns,  260  ;  fhell  fcrapers,  8  ;  kitt  brufhes, 
Chapter.     5  ;  hand  bellows,  2  ;    fets  for  fuzes,  7  ;  kitt  ladles,  6  ;  fuze  engines, 
2  ;    cannon   haverfacks,  30 ;    powder  bags,  23 ;    oil  cloths,  7  ;    hair 
cloth,   I  ;  budge  barrels,  punches   for   cannon,   12  ;  large  brafs  cali- 
pers, 2;  fliot  gauges,  2  fets;  elevating  fcrews,  2;  prin:iing wires,  26. 

Apparatus  for  hot  fliot,  i  ;  fets  of  brafs  fcales  and  weights,  3  ;  cop- 
per funnels,  4  ;  powder  flaiks,  4  ;  copper  powder  meafures,  29  fets  ; 
21  reams  of  mufket  cartridge  paper,  11  hanks  of .  marline,  catgut,  and 
twine,  21  hammers,  1  pair  of  pincers,  ^^  tenant,  hand,  whip,  and 
crofs-cut  faws,  4  mallets,  5  rafps,  3  paring  and  drawing  knives,  i 
cooper's  adze,  2  drifts,  15  axes,  4  pickaxes,  29  hatchets,  26  toma- 
hawks, 12  fpadcs,  63  crow  bars,  143  hand  fpikes,  2  fhears  for  iron, 
2  gins,  witKf  falls  and  blocks  complete  ;  6  brafs  fhears  for  tackle 
blocks,  44  tackle  falls  and  blocks,  2  caflcs  of  nails,  ^6  bars  of  fteel,  7 
flieets  of  iron,  921  brafs  hoops,  22  fets  of  drag  ropes,  50  fets  of  men's 
harnefs,  60  drefled  calf's  fkins,  22  hides  of  tanned  leather,  2  boxes  of 
combuftibles  for  fire  fliips,  2  kegs  of  tallow,  9  ammunition  waggons, 
4  powder  carts,  39  cart  faddles,  200  collars,  234  hems,  215  bridles, 
123  pair  of  trace  chains,  ^2  brich  bands,  73  cruppers,  10  laboratory 
chefts. 

4  Chefts  with  tools  for  faddlers,  carpenters,  coopers,  and  black- 
fmlths. 

(Signed)  H.    KN.OX, 

Commanding  the  artillery  of 
the  United  States. 


Return 
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Retuni  of  waggons,  horfes,  andjlores,  delivered  by  the  quarter  mqjler,     Notes  to  the 
and  found  in  York  and  Gloucefier.  Chapter. 

FORTY-THREE  waggons,  with  horfes  and  harnefs,  40  ditto, 
without  harnefs,  broken,  260  horfes,  339  faddles,  88  blind  bridles,  15, 
collars,  30  breech  bands,  18  back  bands,  18  belly  bands,  18  fides  har- 
nefs, 4  calf  Ikins,  2  dozen  of  bridle  bits,  3  pair  of  fmith's  bellows,  3 
fets  of  collar  and  harnefs-maker's  tools. 

4  Anvils,  and  tools  for  3  blackfmiths. 

4   Sets  of  carpenter's  tools,  old  and  rufty,    k,']  French  faddles,  40 
French   bridles,   1501b.   tent  cord,   14  balls  fpun  yarn,  3  pieces  girt 
web,   I  hemp  hackel,   i  cafk  tent  pins  and  hatchets,  60  crofs-cut  faws,. 
and  fome  carpenters'  and  coopers'  adzes,  20  files,  23  chiffels,  20  fmall 
hammers,  51b.  lamp  black,   100  waggon  boxes,   loolb.  twine,  a  ton  of 
oakum,  3  ton  hemp,  9  bolts  fail  duck,  29  calks  nails  afforted,  3  tons 
iron,  a  quantity  of  fails  and  rigging,    i  barrel  turpentine,  2  and  half 
barrels  tar,  4  grinding  ftones,  9  kegs  paint,  3  jars  oil,  2  boxes  win- 
dow glafs,  about  1000  fand  bags,  4  tons  coals,  and  a  few  planks,  500. 
buihels  corn,  62  ditto  meal,   23  boxes  Candles,  400  fheets,  68  pillow 
cafes,  300  bed  cafes,  70  old  blankets,  2  old  rugs,  3  floves,   182  nar- 
row  axes,.  4  iron  pots,    100  knapfacks  and  haverfacks,   150  foldicrs 
coats,  100  pair  of  breeches,  70  pair  trowfers,  70  failors  jackets,  613 
groce  buttons,  51b.  thread,  15  pair  fhoes,  i  marquee,  450  foldiers  tents,, 
?pp  fhovels,  Ipades,  and  picks., 

(Signed)  f..   E IC  K.E  R.I  KG,    <XJIi.Q,. 


A'iretur.ni 
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Notes  to  the  A  return  of  clothing  taken  in  the  towns  of  Tork  and  Gloucefiery  the  i  ^th 

Sixth 

Chapter.  ofOSiober^  1781. 

ONE  hundred  and  elghty-feven  coats,  126  woollen  breeches,  16 
pair  fhoes,  116  hats,  70  blankets,  1 70  linen  overalls,  153  Scotch  bon- 
nets, 108  leather  flocks,  279  bed  cafes,  154  pillow  cafes,  436  fheets, 
150  failors  jackets. 

Clothing  received  from  Captain  Girlock,  Odlober  26,   1781,  and  acknow- 
ledged to  be  Britijh  clothings  fubjedi  to  the  articles  of  capitulation. 

TWO  hundred  and  eight-three  coats,  241  breeches,  25  hats,  19 
caps,  12  yards  bufF  cloth,  20  yards  red  cloth,  71  and  half  yards  ozen- 
brigs,  24  packing  Iheets. 

Clothing  received  from  Captain  Girlock,  deputy  quarter  majler,  OSiober  26, 
1781,  who  was  in  a  cartel  vejfel  in  Tork  river,  and  whofe  effeSts,  in 
xonfequence  of  his  violation  of  the  right  of  flags,  were  adjudged  to 
be  forfeited,  and  were  confequently  feizedfor  the  public  ufe. 

SEVENTY-SEVEN  uniforms  for  non-commiffioned  officers,  17 
ditto  drummers,  420  ditto  privates,  62  ditto  fervants,  ^^^  pieces  linen, 
27  ditto  ribband,  899  and  half  ells  blue  cloth,  436  ditto  white  cloth, 
763  ditto  red  flannel,  i860  ditto  ribband,  170  hats,  7  caps,  35  wool- 
len breeches,  iioo  pair  hofe,  1348  pair  fhoes,  68  fhirts,  1030  black 
flocks,  55  pair  leather  gloves,  171  and  half  dozen  buttons,  40  pounds 
thread,  10  and  a  half  hides  tanned  leather;  3  chefts,  contents  un- 
;known  ;  2  bales  fole  leather,   1  bale  red  flannel. 

(Signed)  p.     A  M  E  R  M  A  N, 

A.  to  the  C.  G. 

Return, 
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Notes  to  the- 

Sixth 

Chapter. 

Return  of  the  provijions  andjlores  in  the  ports  of  Tork  and  Gloucejler, 

TWO  hundred  and  lixty-feven  barrels  of  flour,  weight  73,2801b,; 
520  bags  of  bread,  59,6001b.;  96  barrels  of  beef,  20,1901b  ;  365 
barrels  of  pork,  75,7501b.  ;  361  firkins  of  butter,  19,8701b.  ;  5  calks 
of  oatmeal,  1190  lb. ;  597  barrels  peafe,  quantity  29,895  bufhels  ;  13 
calks  liquors,  1250  gallons;  16  bags  coffee,  25001b.;  20  bags  cocoa, 
3000  lb.  ;  50  bufliels  fait  ;  3  hogfheads  fugar,  3000  lb.  ;  5  calks  vine- 
gar, 300  gallons  ;  3  jars  oil,  9  gallons;  29  barrels  rice,  1500  lb.;  i 
calk  raifins. 

(Signed)  THO.     JONES,     D.  C.  iffues. 

JACOB     WEED,    A.  C.  iffues. 

AD.    DOLMAGE,     A.  C.  Br.  army. 

Alijl  of  vejfels  taken  and  dejlroyed  at  Tork,  in  Virginia. 

VESSELS  of  war. — The  Charon,  44  guns ;  Guadaloupe,  28  ;  and 
Fowey.     Bonetta,   24  ;  Vulcan  fire  fhip,  24. 

Tranfports.  —  Mackerel,  Succefs  ;  Providence,  Captain  Hunter,  and 
Providence,  Captain  Barriman  ;  Favourite,  Harmony,  Concord,  Ed-  ■ 
borough,  Selina,  Ocean,  Elizabeth,  Diana,  Emerald,  Fidelity,  Lord 
Mulgrave,  Robert,  Racehorfe,  Houfton,  Sally,  Two  Brothers,  Pre- 
fent  Succeffion,  Shipwright,  Horfington,  Neptune,  Lord  Howe,  Bel- 
lona,   Andrews,   General  Reidefel,  Tartar. 

Veffels  belonging  to  the  army.  —  Defiance,  Formidable,  Rambler, 
Spitfire,  a  confiderable  number  of  fmall  floops  and  fchooners,  and  12 
or  15  gallies, 

3  N  Private 
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Notes  to  the      Private  veffels. — The  Cochran,  North  Briton,  Sufanna,  Arno  ;  Ene- 
Chapter.    dcrt  and  Mathews,  two  Dutch  prizes. 
A  privateer  of  20  guns,  quite  new. 

Befides  many  other  veffels  funk,  and  a  great  number  of  flxallops  and 
fchooners. 

The  naval  prifoners,  exclufive  of  thofe  belonging  to  the  private 
tranfports  and  other  veffels,  are  840^ 

s  Publifhed  by  order  of  Congrefs, 

CHARLES  THOMPSON,    Sec. 
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APPENDIX. 


A^lon  near  Camden.  —  Surrender  of  fort  Watfon.  —  Camden  evacuated.  — 
'Ninety -fix  invefied.  —  Surrender  of  Augufia,  —  General  Greene  repulfed 
•with  lofs  at  Ninety 'fix.  —  Lord  Rawdon  forces  Greene  to  retreat.  — 
Ninety-fix  evacuated.  —  Adlion  at  Eutaws. 

JTjlLTHOUGH  the  events  that  occurred  in  Carolina  are  highly  appendix. 
intereftlng,  they  could  not  be  produ£live-  of  fuch  important  confe- 
quences  to  Great  Britain  as  the  operations  in  Virginia  ;  for  which 
;reafon  the  narrative  was  not  interrupted  to  relate  them :  But  in  or- 
der to  render  this  work  complete,  to  the  fall  of  York  town,  the  diffe- 
rent affairs,  fieges,  and  adions,  between  the  King's  troops  and  the 
Americans  to  the  fouthward,  are  here  given  from  the  befl  authorities, 
and  as  frequently  as  poflible  in  the  language  of  the  refpedive  com- 
manders. 

The(i.)  departure  of  Earl  Cornwallis  to  Wilmington  having  left 
South  Carolina  open.  General  Greene  did  not  negled  the  opportunity 
of  dircdting  his  views  to  that  province.  An  experiment  upon  an  un- 
tried enemy  was  fatisfa<3:ory  in  the  defign,  and  afforded  room  for  hope 

(i.)  See  Annual  Reglfter,  page  80,  year  17 So. 

3  N  2  ia 
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/.ppENDix.  In  the  execution  ;  at  the  worfl,  he  could  not  reafouably  apprehend  fal- 
ling into  rougher  liands  than  thole  he  had  fo  recently  encountered  : 
But  it  was  alfo,  in  reality,  that  vulnerable  part,  to  which  a  judicious 
commander  muft  neceflarily  have  dlre£led  his  operations.  He  had, 
however,  flill  a  vigorous  enemy  to  encounter,  from  whom  no  advan- 
tage could  be  cheaply  purchaled. 

The  communications  were  fo  entirely  cut  off,  that  Lord  Rawdon 
had  110  manner  of  knowledge  of  the  movements  of  the  Britifti  army 
after  the  battle  of  Guildford  ;  much  lefs  could  he  have  the  moft  dif- 
tant  idea  of  the  hard  neceffity  which  compelled  Earl  Cornwallis  to  fly 
from  the  arms  of  vi61:ory,  abandon  the  line  of  operation,  and,  by  a 
difficult  march  of  two  hundred  miles,  retire  out  of  the  way  to  Wil- 
mington :  He  could  not,  therefore,  but  be  aftonifhed  at  receiving  the 
intelligence,  that  Greene,  whom  he  looked  upon  as  ruined,  or,  at 
leaft,  as  having  fled  to  Virginia,  was  in  full  march  to  South  Carolina, 
with  a  view  of  attacking  him  at  Camden.  He  was  likewife  informed, 
about  the  fame  lime,  that  Colonel  Lee  had  pafTed  the  Pedee  and  joined 
Marion  on  the  Black  creek,  or  river,  with  an  apparent  view  of  enter- 
ing the  province  on  the  eaflern  border.  Lord  Rawdon  judicioufly 
conceived,  that  this  movement  was  only  feint,  fubfervient  to  the  prin- 
cipal delign  ;  intending  thereby,  to  induce  him  to  divide  his  fmall 
force,  and  to  draw  him  away  from  Camden,  whilfl:  Greene  fhould, 
in  the  mean  time,  by  forced  marches  through  a  deferted  country, 
from  whence  no  Intelligence  of  his  approach  could  be  received,  fur- 
prife  that  weakened  poft  in  his  abfence.  From  this  right  concep- 
tion of  the  defign,  the  meafure  produced  a  dired  contrary  eSe£t  to 
that  which  was  intended  ;  for  infbead  of  Lord  Rawdon's  going  hlm- 
felf,  or  detaching,  to  refifl  the  diverfion  on  that  fide,  it  occalioned  his 
immediately  recalling  Lieutenant-colonel  Watfon,  who  had  been  long 
2  -  employed, 
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etxiployed,  with  a  confiderable  detachment,  for  the  proteftion  of  the  appendix. 
eafiern  frontier. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  doubtful  reports  which  had  before  reached 
him  were  now  confirmed,  and  he  received  plear  information  of  Greene's 
approach  ;  and,  though  he  was  totally  ignorant  of  his  force,  yet,  being 
equally  in  the  dark  with  refpeft  to  Earl  Cornwallis'  fituation,  and 
having  no  particular  inftrudions  for  his  guidance,  he  thought  it  his 
duty,  at  all  events,  to  maintain  his  poft.  In  thefe  circumftances  it 
was  highly  vexatious,  that  although  fome  of  the  militia  fliewed  great 
zeal  and  fidelity,  in  coming  from  confiderable  diftances  to  offer  their 
fervices,  yet  the  fcanty  ftate  of  provifions  prevented  him  from  being  . 
able  to  benefit  by  their  affifbance,  excepting  only  thofe  whofe  parti- 
cular fituation  expofed  them  to  fufFer  from  the  enemy,  and  who  were 
on  that  account:  received  within  the  poft.  At  length.  General  Greene 
appeared  in  full  view.  The  paucity  of  troops,  and  the  extenfivenefs  of 
the  polls  which  they  had  to  defend,,  were  fufficient  motives  with  the 
Britifii  commander  for  not  rilking  the  lofs  of  men,  by  any  attempt  to 
harafs  the  enemy  in  their  approach.  The  fame  caufes  had  obliged 
him  to  abandon  the  ferry  on  the  VVateree,  although  the  South-CaroHna 
regiment  was  on  its  way  to  join  him  from  Ninety-fix,  and  that  was 
its  dired  courfe :  He  had,  however,  taken  his  meafures  fo  well,  as  to 
jfecure  the  pafiTage  of  that  regiment  upon  its  arrival  three  days  after. 
In  thefe  circumftances  he  received  a  letter  from  Colonel  Balfour,  at 
Charles  town,  acquainting  him  of  Earl  Cornwallis'  fituation  ;  and 
likewife  fignifying  to  him,  that  tke  commander  in  chief,  being  fully 
fenfible  of  the  danger  to  which  he  would  be  expofed  in  his  prefent 
pofition,  wifhed  that  he  might  abandon  Camden,  and  retire  for  fecu-. 
rity  within  the  cover  of  the  great  ri\'er  S&ntee.     The  neceflity  of  the. 

meafure 
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APPENDIX,  meafure,  was,  upon  this  information,  fufficiently  obvious,  but  the  ac» 
complifhment  of  it  was  not  now  within  his  power. 

The  efforts  made  by  the  enemy  to  examine  the  Britifii  works,  and 
particularly  an  attempt  to  deflroy  their  mill,  neceffarily  brought  on 
fome  Ikirmiflies.  By  the  prifoners  taken  in  thefe  excurfions,  Lord 
Rawdon  had  the  fatisfadlion  to  learn,  that  General  Greene's  army  was 
not  by  any  means  {o  numerous  as  he  had  apprehended,  but  that  cou- 
fiderable  reinforcements  were  daily  expeded.  To  balance  this,  he  re- 
ceived the  unfavourable  intelligence,  that  Marion  had  taken  fuch  a 
pofition,  as  rendered  it  impradicable  for  Colonel  Watfon  to  join  him, 
whofe  arrival  he  had  till  that  time  impatiently  expeded. 

In  this  ftate  of  things,  it  feemed  that  fome  immediate  and  decifivtf 
effort  was  become  little  lefs  than  abfolutely  neceffary,  in  order  to  evade 
much  greater,  and  not  far  diftant,  evil  and  danger.  Greene  himfelf 
had  the  fortune  to  make  an  opening  for  the  operation  of  this  neceffity, 
in  a  manner  which  was,  in  appearance,  far  from  being  confiftent  with 
his  condufl:.  With  a  view  of  a  general  affault  upon  the  Britifli  pofts, 
he  had  fent  off  his  artillery  and  baggage,  a  day's  march  in  the  rear  of 
the  army ;  but  foon  after  he  abandoned  that  refolution,  and  detached 
all  his  militia  to  bring  back  the  artillery.  Such  irrefolution,  or  inde- 
cilion  of  mind,  can  never  be  difplayed  under  the  eye  of  a  vigilant 
enemy,  without  great,  if  not  certain  danger. 

Aaion  near  LoRD  Rawdon's  intelligence  was  tardy  ;  but  he  Inftantly  perceived 
the  importance  of  the  occafion,  and  determined  as  inftantly,  if  poffible, 
to  feize  It.  By  arming  the  muficians,  drummers,  and  every  being  In 
the  army  that  was  able  to  carry  a  firelock,  he  muftered  above  nine 
'hundred  for  the  field.  Including  fixty  dragoons.     April  25th.     With 

this 
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this  force,  and  two  fix-pounders,  he  boldly  marched  to  attack  the  af-  appendix. 
failing  army  in  their  camp,  in  open  daylight,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the 
morning ;  committing  the  redoubts,  and  every  thing  at  Camden,  to 
the  cuftody  of  the  militia,  and  a  few  fick  foldiers.  The  enemy  were 
ported  about  two  miles  in  front  of  the  Britifh  lines,  upon  a  very  ftrong 
and  difficult  ridge,  called  Hobkirk's  hill.  By  filing  clofe  to  the  fwamps 
on  their  right,  the  Britifh  columns  got  into  the  woods  unperceived, 
and  by  taking  an  extenfive  circuit,  came  down  on  the  enemy's  left 
flank,  thus  depriving  them  of  the  principal  advantage  of  their  fituation. 
They  were  fo  fortunate,  and  the  enemy  fo  (hamefully  remifs  and  in- 
attentive, that  they  were  not  in  all  this  courfe  difcovered,  until  the 
flank  companies  of  the  volunteers  of  Ireland,  which  led  the  column, 
fuddenly  poured  in  upon  their  pickets :  Thefe,  though  fupported, 
were  almoft  fuddenly  driven  in,  and  pufhed  to  their  camp. 

Although  the  enemy  were  in  much  vifible  confufion,  yet  they 
formed  with  expedition,  and  received  the  Britifh  column  bravely.  As 
if  it  had  been  in  fome  meafure  to  countervail  the  difadvantages  inci- 
dent to  their  furprife,  they  were  cheered,  early  in  the  aftion,  by  the 
arrival  of  three  fix-pounders  ;  a  circumftance,  which  fliowers  of  grape 
fhot  foon  announced  to  the  Britifh  troops.  The  attack  on  that  fide 
was  led  with  great  fpirit  by  Lieutenant-colonel  Campbell,  at  the  head 
of  the  63d,  and  of  the  King's  American  regiment ;  but  the  extent  of  . 
the  enemy's  line  foon  obliged  the  commander  in  chief  to  pufh  forward 
the  volunteers  of  Ireland  from  the  referve.  Thefe  three  corps  pufhed 
the  enemy  with  fuch  refolutlon,  that  they  drove  them  to  the  fummit 
of  the  hill ;  and  having  made  room  for  the  reft  of  the  troops  to  come 
into  adlion,  their  rout  was  then  quickly  decided.  They  purfued  them 
about  three  miles  ;  but  the  enemy's  cavalry  being  fuperior  to  tlie  Bri- 
tifh, their  dragoons  could  not  riik  much  ;  and  Lord  Rawdon,  duly  ■■ 

con- 
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APPENDIX,  confiderlng  his  inferiority  in  number,  would  not  fuffer  vne  infantry  to 
break  their  order,  for  any  benefit  that  might  be  exped  d  from  the 
purfuit  of  the  fugitives. 

During  the  purfuit,  a  part  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  under  Colonel 
Wafhington,  either  by  defign,  or  through  ignorance  of  the  ilate  of 
the  adtion,  came  round  to  the  rear,  and  exa£ted  paroles  from  feveral  of 
the  Britifh  officers  who  lay  wounded  in  the  field  ;  they  likewife  car- 
ried off  feveral  wounded  men.  The  enemy's  killed  and  wounded  were 
fcattered  over  fuch  an  extent  of  ground,  that  their  lofs  could  not  be 
afcertained  ;  Lord  Ravvdon  thinks  the  eftimate  would  be  low  if  it 
were  rated  at  five  hundred  ;  Greene's  account  makes  it  too  low  to  be 
credited.  About  an  hundred  prifoners  were  taken  ;  befides  that,  a 
number  of  their  men,  finding  their  retreat  cut  off,  went  into  Camden, 
and  claimed  proteftion,  under  pretence  of  being  deferters.  The  ene- 
my's cannon  efcaped  by  great  fortune  :  Being  run  down  a  fteep  hill, 
among  fome  thick  brufli  wood,  they  were  eafily  paffed  without  notice, 
in  the  warmth  of  the  purfuit,  by  the  Britifh  troops,  and  before  their 
return  they  were  carried  clean  off  by  Wafhington's  cavalry. 

The  (2.)  lofs  on  the  Brltifli  fide,  however  moderate  in  other  re- 
fpeds,  was  much  greater  than  they  could  afford,  and  exceeded  one 
fourth  of  their  whole  number  :  It  amounted,  in  killed,  wounded,  and 
miffing,  to  two  hundred  and  fifty-eight :  Of  thefe,  only  thirty-eight 
were  flain  ;  but  the  wounded  were  equally  a  detraction  from  immediate 
ftrength,  and,  in  the  prefent  circumftances,  a  very  heavy  incumbrance. 
Only  one  officer  fell ;  but  twelve  were  wounded,  and  moft  of  them 

(2.)  Vide  Annual  Regifter,  page  83,  year  178a 

were 
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were  difcharged  upon  parole.     The  fpirit  and  judgement  fhewn  by  thcAPPEKDix. 
young  commander  of  the  Britlfh  forces,  deferves  great  commeadation. 
He  was  mofl:  gallantly  feconded  by  his  officers  and' troops. 

Another  (3.)  account  of  the  a(fllon  is  contained  in  a  letter  from 
Lieutenant-colonel  Balfour  to  Lord  George  Germain,  dated  Charles 
town,  May  i,   1781, 

My -Lord, 
BY  Lord  Cornwallis's  dilpatches,  which  are  herewith  tranfmitted, 
your  lordihip  will  be  informed,  that  after  the  action  at  Guildford, 
General  Greene,  being  obliged  to  retire  from  before  the  King's  army, 
turned  his  views  towards  this  province,  as  the  more  vulnerable  point, 
in  the  abfence  of  Lord  Cornwallis. 

With  this  idea,  on  the  9th  ultimo,  he  cams  before  Camden,  having 
with  him  near  fifteen  hundred  continentals,  and  feveral  corps  of  mili- 
tia ;  Lord  Rawdon  having  charge  of  that  poft,  and  about  eight  hun- 
dred Britifli  and  provincial  troops  to  fuftain  it. 

For  fome  days  General  Greene  kept  varying  his  pofition,  waiting, 
as  is  fuppofed,  to  be  reinforced  by  the  corps  under  Brigadier  Marion 
and  Colonel  Lee,  which  were  on  their  way,  being  ordered  to  join 
him. 

Judging  it  neceffary  to  ftrike  a  blow  before  this  junftion  could  take 
place,  and  learning  that  General  Greene  had  detached  to  hr'ipg  up  his 
baggage  and  provifions.  Lord  Rawdon,  with  the  moft  marked  decifion, 

(3.)  Vide  Remembrancer,  page  27,  2d  part,  year  1781. 

3  O  on 
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Ai-PENDix.on  the  morning  of  the  25th,  marched  with  the  greater  part  of  his 
force  to  meet  him,  and  about  ten  o'clock  attacked  the  rebels  in  their 
camp  at  Hobkirk's  with  that  fplrit,  which,  prevailing  over  fuperior 
ntimbers  and  an  obftinate  refiilance,  compelled  them  to  give  way,  and 
-the  purfuit  was  continued  for  three  miles.  To  accident  only  they 
were  indebted  for  faving  their  guns,  which  being  drawn  into  a  hollow> 
cut  of  the  road,  were  overlooked  by  our  troops  in  the  flufli  of  vidory 
and  purfuit,  fo  that  their  cavalry,  in  which  they  greatly  exceeded  us, 
had  an  opportunity  of  taking  them  off. 

My  Lord  Rawdon  ftates  the  lofs  of  the  enemy  on  this  occafion  a? 
upwards  of  one  hundred  made  prifoners,  and  four  hundred  killed  and 
wounded  ;  his  own  not  exceeding  one  hundred,  in  which  is  included 
one  officer  killed  and  eleven  wounded. 

After  this  defeat,  General  Greene  retired  to  Rugeley's  mills,  twelve 
miles  from  Camden,  in  order  to  call  in  his  troops,  and  receive  the 
reinforcements ;  but  as  Lieutenant-colonel  Watfon,  of  the  guards,  who 
had  been  for  fome  time  detached  by  Lord  Rawdon,  with  a  corps  of 
five  hundred  men,  to  cover  the  eaftern  frontiers  of  the  province,  is  di- 
tt&ed  by  me  to  join  his  lordlhip,  I  am  in  hopes  he  will  be  dhle  fpee- 
dily  to  accomplifli  this. 

It  is  to  feveral  letters,  which  Lord  Rawdon  has  been  fo  good  to 
tranfmit  me,  that  I  am  indebted  for  the  detail  I  have  now  the  honour 
to  prefent  your  lordfliip,  and  which,  I  truft,  his  lordfhip  will  hereafter 
conclude  in  the  moil  fatisfa£tory  manner. 


ne 
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llje  following  is  the  account,  publijhed  by  order  of  Congrefs,  of  the  aSlion  appindix. 
between  General  Greene  and  Lord  Raw  don,  on  the  z^ih  of  April,  1 78 1 . 

3o  Samuel  Huntingdon,  E/quire. 

SIR, 
(4.)  I  HAD  the  honour  to  write  to  your  excellency  the  2d  iiiftant, 
April,  to  inform  you  that  we  were  encamped  before  Camden,  having 
found  it  impoffible  to  attempt  to  ftorm  the  town  with  any  hopes  of 
fuccefs  ;  and  having  no  other  alternative,  but  to  take  fuch  a  pofition  as 
/hould  induce  the  enemy  to  fally  from  their  works.  To  this  end,  we 
ported  ourfelves  on  an  eminence  about  a  mile  from  the  town,  near  the 
high  road  leading  to  Wacfaws  :  It  was  covered  with  woods,  and  flanked 
on  the  left  by  an  Impaffable  fwamp.  The  ground  between  this  place 
and  the  town  is  covered  by  a  thick  wood  and  (hrubbery.  In  this  fitua- 
tion  we  remained  conftantly  on  the  watch,  and  ready  for  a^ftion  at  a 
moment's  warning. 

On  the  morning  of  the  25th,  about  eleven  o'clock,  our  advanced 
pickets  received  the  firft  fire  from  the  enemy,  and  returned  it  warmly. 
The  line  was  formed  in  an  inftant.  General  Hugee's  brigade  to  the 
right  ;  Colonel  Williams's  Maryland  brigade  to  the  left ;  the  artillery 
in  the  center  ;  Colonel  Read,  with  fome  militia,  formed  a  kind  of  fe- 
cond  line;  Captain  Kirkwood,  with  the  light  infantry,  was  ported  in 
our  front,  and  when  the  enemy  advanced,  he  was  foon  engaged  witH 
them,  and  both  he  and  his  men  behaved  with  a  great  deal  of  bravery  ; 
nor  did  the  pickets  under  Captains  Morgan  and  Benfon  aill  with  lefs 
courage  or  regularity.     Obferving  that  the  enemy  advanced  with  but 

(4.)  Vide  Remembrancer,  page  126,  li  part,  1781. 

3  O   2  few 
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APPENDIX,  few  men  abreafl,  I  ordered  Lieutenant-colonel  Ford,  with  the  2d 
Maryland  regiment,  to  flank  them  on  the  left,  while  Lieutenant-colo- 
nel Campbell  was  to  do  the  fame  on  the  right.  Colonel  Gunby,  with 
the  I  ft  Maryland  regiment,  and  Lieutenant-colonel  Hawes,  with  the 
2d  Virginia  regiment,  received  orders  at  the  fame  time  to  defcend 
from  the  eminence,  and  attack  in  front ;  and  1  fent  Lieutenant-colonel 
Wafhington  at  the  fame  time  to  double  the  right  flank,  and  attack  the 
rear  of  the  enemy.  The  whole  line  was  foon  in  aftion  in  the  midfl:  of 
a  very  fmart  fire,  as  well  from  cur  fmall  arms  as  from  our  artillery, 
which,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Harrifon,  kept  playing  upon 
the  front  of  the  enemy,  who  began  to  give  way  on  all  fides,  and  their 
left  abfolutely  to  retreat ;  when,  unfortunately,  two  companies  on  the 
right  of  the  ift  Maryland  regiment  were  entirely  thrown  into  dilbrder; 
and,  by  another  ftroke  of  fortune,  Colonel  Gunby  ordered  the  reft  of 
the  regiment,  which  was  advancing,  to  take  a  new  pofition  towards 
the  rear,  where  the  two  companies  were  rallying.  This  movement 
gave  the  whole  regiment  an  idea  of  a  retreat,  which  foon  fpread  through 
the  2d  regiment,  which  retreated  accordingly;  they  both  rallied  after- 
wards ;  but  it  was  too  late  ;  the  enemy  had  gained  the  eminence, 
filenced  the  artillery,  and  obliged  us  to  draw  it  off.  The  2d  Virginia 
regiment  having  defcended  the  eminence  a  little,  and  having  its  flank 
left  naked  by  the  retreat  of  the  Marylanders,  the  enemy  immediately 
doubled  upon  them,  and  attacked  them  both  on  the  flank  and  in  front. 
Colonel  Campbell's  regiment  was  thrown  Into  confufion,  and  had  re- 
treated a  little  ;  I  therefore  thought  it  neceflary  for  Colonel  Hawes  to 
retreat  alfo.  The  troops  rallied  more  than  once  ;  but  the  diforder  was 
too  general,  and  had  ftruck  too  deep  for  one  to  think  of  recovering  the 
fortune  of  the  day,  which  promifed  us  at  the  onfet  the  moft  complete 
vidtory  ;  for  Colonel  Wafhington,  on  his  way  to  double  and  attack  in 
the  rear,  found  the  enemy,  both  horfe  and  foot,  retreating  with  preci- 

pitation 
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pitatlon  towards  the  town,  and  made  upwards  of  two  hundred  of  them  appendix. 
prifoners,  together  with  ten  or  fifteen  officers,  before  he  perceived  that 
our  troops  had  abandoned  the  field  of  battle.  The  colonel,  upon  this 
occafion,  and  indeed  his  whole  corps,  acquired  no  inconfiderable  Iharc 
of  honour.  We  then  retreated  two  or  three  miles  from  the  fcene  of 
aftion,  without  any  lofs  of  artillery,  waggons,  or  provifions,  having 
taken  the  precaution  to  fend  away  our  baggage  at  the  beginning  of  the 
aftion.  The  enemy  have  fufFered  very  confiderably  ;  our  forces  were 
nearly  equal  in  number  ;  but  fuch  were  the  difpofitions  that  I  had 
made,  that,  if  we  had  fucceeded,  the  whole  of  the- enemy's  army 
muft  have  fallen  into  our  hands,  as  weir  as  the  town  of  Camden.  I 
herewith  enclofe  a  lift  of  the  killed  and  wounded;  among  the  firfl  is 
Captain  Beatry,  of- the  Maryland  line,  one  of  the  befl  of  officers,  .and 
an  ornament  to  his  profeffion.  Our  army  is -full  of  fpirits  ;  and  this 
little  check  will  not  by  any  means  derange  or  alter  our  general  plan  of 
operations.- 

YouR  excellency  will  find  enclofed  alfo,  the  articles  of  capitulation 
of  Fort  Watfon,  which,  I  truft,  will  be  followed  by  many  other  fur* 
renders* 

lihave  the  honour  to  be,  &c» 

NATH.    GREENE. 

P.  S.  The  cavalry  and  a  part  of  the  infantry  charged  the  enemy 
in  the  dufk  of  the  evening,  and  made  them  fly  with  precipitation  into 
the  town. 


LiA 


470  CAMPAIGNS     OP     1780     AND     17S1    IN     THJE 


APPENDIX. 


Lyi  of  the  officers  killed^  wounded^  and  taken  prifoners,  in  the  adlion  before 
'  Camden^  the  2 ^th  of  Aprils   1781. 

LIEUTENANT-COLONEL  Ford,  Maryland,  dangeroufly  wound- 
ed in  the  elbow  ;  Lieutenant-colonel  Campbell,  Virginia,  a  flight  con- 
t-ufion  on  the  thigh. 

Captain  William  Beatry,  Maryland,  killed;  Captain  J.  Smith, 
3d  Maryland,  taken  prifoner ;  Captain  Dunholm,  Virginia,  flight 
contuflon ;  Captain-lieutenant  BrufF,  Maryland,  wounded  in  both  an- 
cles, and  prifoner  on  his  parole  %  Lieutenant  M.  Galiaway,  Maryland, 
wounded  flightly ;  Lieutenant  Ball,  Virginia,  ditto  dangeroufly  iu 
the  leg. 

NoN-coMMissiONED  officers  and  foldiers  killed,  wounded,  and  mif- 
fing. I  ferjeant,  17  rank  and  file,  killed;  7  ferjeants,  loi  rank  and 
file,  wounded;  3  ferjeants,  133  rank  and  file,  miffing.  The  greatefl; 
part  of  thofe  who  are  miffing  had  not  well  underfl:ood  the  order  to 
rally  at  Saunder's  creek  ;  fome  were  killed ;  47  of  them  were  wounded, 
and  are  in  the  enemy's  hofpital ;  we  have  tidings  of  about  one  third 
of  the  remaining  number,  and  hope  they  will  be  able  to  join  us. 

(Signed)  O.    H.    WILLIAMS, 

Deputy  adjutant  general. 


Brigadier- 
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Brigadier-general  Marion's  letter  to  General  Greene.  appendix. 

Fort  Watfon,  April  23,   1781. 

SIR,  . 
(5.)  LIEUTENANT-COLONEL  Lee  joined  me  on  the  Santee 
the  14th  inftant,  after  a  rapid  march  from  Ramfey's  mills  oia  Deep  - 
river,  which  he  finifhed  in  eight  days.  The  15th  we  marched  to  this 
place,  and  invefted  it  :  Our  chief  hope  was  to  cut  pfF  the  water :  Some 
riflemen  and  continentals  were,  for  this  purpofe,  ported  between  the 
fort  and  the  lake.  The  fort  lies  on  a  rifing  ground,  about  forty  feet 
high,  furrounded  by  three  rows  of  abbatis.  There  were  no  trees  near 
enough  to  cover  us  from  the  enemy's  fire.  The  third  day  after  we  had 
begun  the  fiege,  we  perceived  that  the  enemy  had  dug  a  well  near  the 
abbatis  without  meeting  with  any  oppoiition  from  us,  which  was  for 
want  of  feveral  very  necefiary  implements,  without  which  we  could 
not  make  trenches  in  order  to  make  our  approach  to  the  fort ;  we 
therefore  refolved  immediately  to  ere£t  a  work  as  high  as  the  fort,  and 
it  was  finiftied  this  morning  by  Major  Maham  ;  we  then  made  a  lodge- 
ment on  the  fide  of  the  eminence,  near  the  abbatis  ;  this  was  accom- 
plifhed  with  great  fpirit  and  addrefs  by  Enfign  Robinfon  and  Mr.  R. 
Lee,  a  volunteer  in  Colonel  Lee's  regiment,  who,  furmounting  every 
difficulty,  got  up  to  the  abbatis,  and  pulled  It  away  :  By  this  the  com-  Surrender  of 
mander  of  the  fort  found  himfelf  obliged  to  hoift  a  white  flag.  .  I  en-  **' 

clofe  the  capitulation,  which  I  hope  will  meet  with  your  approbation.  . 
Our   lofs  was  only   two   militiamen  killed,    and   three   continentak 
wounded.     Ifhall  demolish  the  fort  without  lofs  of  time,  and  then  pro- 

^5.)  Vide  Remembrancer,  page  127,  ad  part,  1781. 

%  -  ceed 
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APPENDIX,  ceed  to  the  heights  of  Sautee,  and  fhall  halt  at  Captain  Richardron's 
plantation  to  wait  for  farther  orders. 

1  am,  Sir,  &c. 
(Signed)         FRANCIS   MARION,   B.  G. 


ulrtichs  of  capitulation  propofed  by  Lieutenant  M'-Kay,  commandant  at 

Fort  Watfon. 

Art.  I.     THE  officers  to  be  allowed  their  parole  ;  to  wear  their 
fwords,  and  fhall  have  their  private  baggage  fecured  to  them. 
Granted. 

Art.  II.  The  Britifti  officers  fliall  be  permitted  to  march  to  Charles 
town,  where  they  fhall  remain,  without  entering  into  any  active  fer- 
vice,  till  they  fhall  have  been  exchanged ;  till  which  time  they  ihall 
be  bound  to  furrender  themfelves,  whenever  called  upon  by  the  com- 
mander in  chief  of  the  American  fouthern  army. 

Granted. 

Art.  III.     The  irregulars  fliall  be  treated  as  prifoners  of  war. 
Granted. 

Art.  IV.  All  public  flores  fhall  be  furrendered  to  the  quarter- 
matter  general  of  the  legion,  and  the  fort  to  Captain  Oldham,  who 
fhall  take  polTeflaon  this  evening  with  a  detachment  of  the  Maryland 
?iivifion. 

i  I  AGREE 
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I  AGREE  to  this  capitulation,  fuch  as  it  is  at  prefent,  in  confidera*  appendix, 
tion  of  the  bravery  with  which  the  fort  was  defended. 

(Signed)  PATRICK    C  A  R  N  S, 

•Captain  of   foot,    belonging  to  th© 

legion. 
April  23,  178 1.. 

J  As.     M'KAY,     Lieutenant. 


Liji  of  prifojters  taken  in  Fort  Wat/on. 

TWO  lieutenants,  2  enfigns,  i  furgeon,  73  rank  and  file,  (Britifh) 
and  36  tories.     Total.,  5  officers,   109  rank  and  file. 


Some  of  the  events  fubfequent  to  the  aftion  at  Camden  are  related 
by  Major-general  Greene,  and  by  Lord  Rawdon,  in  the  following 
letters  : 

To  Samuel  Huntingdon,  Efquire. 

(6.)  Camp,  at  M'Cord's  ferry,  on  the  Congaree, 
May  14,  1781. 

SIR, 
I  HAD  the  honour  to  fend  difpatches  to  your  excellency  on  the  5th 
•from  near  Camden,  by  Captain  O'Hara.  Gn  the  8th  the  place  was 
evacuated  by  the  enemy  with  the  utmofl  precipitation  ;  Lord  Rawdon 
burnt  the  gteateft  part  of  his  baggage,  {lores,  and  even  the  eifefts  be- 
longing to  the  inhabitants  ;  he  fet  fire  alfo  to  the  prifon,  mill,  and  fe- 
veral  other  buildings,  and  left  the  town  little  better  than  a  heap  of 
ruins  :  He  left  behind  him  our  people  who  had  been  wounded  in  the 
aKflion  of  the  25th  of  April,  and  had  been  taken  prifoners;  they  are 

(6.)  Vide  Remetobrancer,  page  197.  2d  part,  178K 

3  P  thirty- 
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APPENDIX,  tliirty-one  in  number.  His  lordfhip  left  alfo  fifty-eight  of  his  own 
people,  with  three  officers,  who  were  fo  badly  wounded,  that  they 
could  not  bear  a  carriage.  Several  of  the  inhabitants  aflert  it  as  a  fad, 
that,  in  the  lafl  aftion,  the  lofs  of  the  enemy,  iii  killed  and  wounded,, 
was  not  lefs  than  three  hundred  men. 

As  foon  as  the  enemy  left.  Camden  we  took  poffeilion  of  it,  and  are 
now  employed  in  razing  all  the  works  ;  a  plan  of  which  I  enclofe  for 
your  excellency.  Had  the  Virginia  militia  joined  us  in  time,  the  gar- 
rlfon  muft  have  fallen  into  our  hands,  as  we  fliould  then  have  been  able 
to  invefl:  the  town  on  all  lldes  ;  and  the  garrlfon  was  in  too  great  want 
of  provifions  and  military  {lores  to  be  able  to  fland  out  a  liege.  The 
detachments  under  General  Marion  and  Lieutenant-colonel  Lee,  in  the 
lower  diftridls  of  tlie  country,  had  cut  off  the  enemy's  provifions,  and 
particularly  fait,  with  which  they  were  totally  unprovided.  On  the 
pth  our  army  began  their  march  towards  this  place.  On  the  nth  the 
poll  of  Orangeburgh,  defended  by  eighty  men,  under  the  command 
of  a  colonel  and  other  officers,  furrendered  to  General  Sumpter,  who, 
by  his  fkill  in  the  difpofition  of  his  artillery  and  troops,  fo  intimidated 
theg^rrifon,  that  the  placefoon  fubmitted.  We  thus  got  poflTeffion  of 
a  very  ftrong  'pofi:,  without  lofs  either  of  men  or  time  :  A  great  quan- 
tity of  provifions  and  other  {lores  were  found  in  it.  The  12th,  Mott's 
fort  fubmitted  to  General  Marion  ;  the  garrifon  confi{led  of  upwards  of 
one  hundred  and  forty  men  ;  one  hundred  and  twenty  were  Briti{h  or 
Heffians,  with  feven  or  eight  officers.  The  place  had  been  inve{led 
the  8th  ;  nor  did  it  furrender  till  our  troops  had  made  their  approaches 
regularly  up  to  the  abbatis  ;  the  redoubt  was  very  {Irong,  and  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant  M'Pherfon,  a  very  brave  officer.  Great  praife 
is  due  to  General  Marion,  and  the  handful  of  militia  that  remained  with 
him  till  the  reduftiou  of  the  fort.     Lieutenant-colonel  Lee's  legion, 

3  and 
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atid   the  detachments  under  Major  Eaton,  the  artillery  under  Captain  appendix. 
Finlay,  and  the  corps  of  infantry  under  Captains  Oldham  and  Smith, 
were  indefatigable  in  carrying  on  the  fiege.     There  were  found  in  the 
fort  one  carronade,  one  hundred  and  forty  muflcets,  a  quantity  of  fait 
provifions,  and  other  flores. 

When  we  marched  from  Deep  river  towards  Camden,  I  wrote  to 
General  Pickens  to  affemble  all  the  militia  he  could  mufter,  to  lay  (iege 
to  Augufta  and  Ninety  Six  :  Thefe  two  places  are  aflually  iiivefted, 
and  the  fort  at  Friday's  ferry  will  be  invefted  to-morrow  morning,  as 
Lieutenant-colonel  Lee  fet  out  for  that  purpofe  laft  night,  with  his  le- 
gion, and  the  feveral  detachments  which  ferve  under  him  :  The  whole 
army  began  their  march  this  morning  for  the  fame  place.  The  laft  in- 
telligence I  received  informed  me,  that  Lord  Rawdon  was  near  Nel- 
fon's  ferry,  where  the  enemy  have  a  poll ;  but  they  were  fending 
away  their  ftores  from  it,  which  fufficiently  indicates  that  they  intend 
fhortly  to  evacuate  it.  Generals  Sumpter  and  Marion  narrowly  watch 
all  his  lordfhip's  motions. 

I  am,  &c. 

NATH.    GREENE. 


Extm^i  of  a  letter  from  "Lord  Rawdon  to  Earl  Cornwallis,  dated  camp 
i?/  Monk's  corner f  May  24,   1781.(7.) 

THE  fituation  of  affairs  in  this  province  has  made  mie judge  it  ne- 
ceffary,  for  a  time,  to  withdraw  my  force  from  the  back  country,  and 
to  affemble  what  troops  I  can  coliedt  at  this  point.     I  hope  a  recital  of 

(7.)  Vide  Remeihbrancer,  page  151,  2d  part,  1781. 

3  P  2  the 
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APPENDIX,  the  GiiCLimflances  which  have  led  to  this  determination  will  fatlsfy 
your  lordfhip  as  to  the  expediency  of  the  meafure. 

After  the  aftion  of  the  25th  of  April,  (an  account  (8.)  of  which- 
T  had  the  honour  of  tranfmitting  to  your  lordfliip)  Major-general 
Greene  remained  for  fome  days  behind  the  fartheft  branch  of  Granny's- 
quarter  creek.  A  fecond  attempt  upon  his  army  could  not,  in  that 
iituation,  be  undertaken  upon  the  principles  which  advifed  the  former* 
In  the  firft  inftance,  I  made  fo  fliort  an  excurfionfrom  my  works,  that 
I  could  venture,  without  hazard,  to  leave  them  very  (lightly  guarded;, 
and  I  had  the  confidence,  that,  had  fortune  proved  unfavourable,  we 
lliould  eafily  have  made  good  our  retreat,  and  our  lofs,  in  all  probabi- 
lity, would  not  have  difabled  us  from  the  farther  defence  of  the  place. 
To  get  at  General  Greene  in  his  retired  fituation,  I  muft  have  made  a 
very  extenfive  circuit,  in  order  to  head  the  creek,  which  would  have 
prefented  to  him  the  falreft  opportunity  of  flipping  by  me  to  Camden  ; 
and  he  was  11:111  fo  fuperlor  to  me  in  numbers,  that,  had  I  left  fuch  a 
garrifon  at  my  poll:  as  might  enable  it  to  ftand  an  affault,  my  force  in 
the  field  would  have  been  totally  unequal  to  cope  with  the  enemy's 
army.  I  had  much  to  hope  from  the  arrival  of  reinforcements  to  me, 
and  little  to  fear  from  any  probable  addition  to  my  antagonlfl's  force. 

Whilst,  upon  that  principle,  I  waited  for  my  expected  fuccours, 
General  Greene  retired  from  our  front,  and,  croffing  the  Wateree,  took 
a  pofition  behind  Twenty-hve-mlle  creek.  On  the  7th  of  May  Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Watfon  joined  me  with  his  detachment,  much  reduced 
in  number  through  cafualtles,  ficknefs,  and  a  reinforcement  which 
he  had  left  to  flrengthen  the  garrifon  at  George  town.     He  had  croffed 

(8.)  The  author  regrets  that  he  cunaot  Infert  tliis  account,  as  it  is  not  to  be  found  in 

any  of  the  public  prints. 

1  the 
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the  Santee  near  its  mouth,  and  had  re-croffed  it  a  little  below  the  en-  appendix. 
trance  of  the  Congaree. 

On  the  night  of  the  7th  I  croiTed  the  Wateree  at  Camden  ferry, 
propofing  to  turn  the  flank  and  attack  the  rear  of  Greene's  army, 
where  the  ground  was  not  flrong,  though  it  was  very  much  fo  in  front. 

The  troops  had  fcarcely  croffed  the  river,  when- 1  received  notice 
tiiat  Greene  had  moved  early  in  the  evening,  upon  getting  information! 
of  my  being  reinforced  ;  I  followed  him  by  the  dire£l  road,  and  found 
him  pofted  behind  Sawney's  creek. 

Having  driven  in  his  pickets,  I  examined  every  point  of  his  fitua-- 
tion  ;  I  found  it  every  where  fo  flrong,  that  I  could  not  hope  to  force 
it  without  fuffering  fuch  lofs  as  mnfl  have  crippled  my  force  for  any  fu- 
ture enterprize ;  and  the  retreat  lay  fo  open  for  him,  Icould  not  hope 
that  viftory  would  give  us  any  advantage  fufficiently  decifive  to  counter- 
balance the  lofs. 


The  creek  (though  ilightly  marked  in  the  imps)  runs  very  high 
into  the  country.  Had  I  attempted  to  get  rouncTnim,  he  would  have 
evaded  me  with  eafe  ;  for,  as  his  numbers  ftill  exceeded  mine,  I  could 
not  feparate  my  force  to  fix  him  in  any  point,  and  tihie  (at  this  junc- 
ture mofb  important  to  me)  would  have  been  thus  unprofitabiy  wafted. 
I  therefore  returned  to  Camden  the  fame  afternoon,  after  having  in 
vain  attempted  to  decoy  the  enemy  into  action,  by  affecting  to  conceal. 
our  retreat. 


On  the  pth  I  publifhed  to  the  troops^  and  to  the  militia,  my  defign 
of  evacuating  Camden,  ojEfering  to  Tuch  of  the  latter  as  chofe  to  ac-Camdeaeva 

cuated,  . 

company 
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APPENDIX. company  me  every  afliftance  that  we  could  afford  them.  During  the 
enfuing  night  I  fent  off  all  our  baggage,  &c.,  under  a  flrong  efcort, 
and  deftroyed  the  works  remainmg  at  Camden,  with  the  reft  of  the 
troops,  till  ten  o'clock  the  next  day,  in  order  to  cover  the  march. 

On  the  night  of  the  13th  I  began  to  pafs  the  river  at  NeUbn's 
ferry,  and  by  the  evening  of  the  14th  every  thing  was  fafely  acrol's. 
Some  mounted  militia  had  attempted  to  harafs  our  rear  guard  on  the 
march ;  but  a  party  of  them  having  flillen  into  an  ambufcade,  the  r^ft, 
of  them  gave  us  no  farther  trouble.  We  brought  off  all  the  fick  and 
wounded,  excepting  about  thirty,  who  were  too  ill  to  be  moved,  and 
for  them  I  left  an  equal  number  of  continental  prifoners  in  exchange. 
We  brought  off  all  the  ftores  of  any  kind  of  value,  deflroying  the  reft; 
and  we  brought  off  not  only  the  militia  who  had  been  with  us  at 
Camden,  b\it  alfo  all  the  well-afFeded  neighbours  on  our  route,  toge- 
ther with  the  wives,  children,  negroes,  and  baggage,  of  almoft  all  of 
them. 

My  firft  news,  upon  landing  at  Nelfon's,  was,  that  the  poft  at 
Motte's  houfe  had  f^^.  It  was  a  fimple  redoubt,  and  had  been  at- 
tacked formally  by  SIfr  Lieutenant  M'Pherfon  had  maintained  it  gal- 
lantly till  the  houfe  in  the  center  of  it  was  fet  in  flames  by  fire  arrows, 
-whfch  obliged  his  m.eu  to  throw  themfelves  into  the  ditch,  and  fur- 
render  at  difcretion. 

But  as  Major  M'Arthur  had  joined  me  with  near  three  hundred  foot 
and  eighty  dragoons,  I  conceived  I  might,  without  hazarding  too  far, 
endeavour  to  check  the  enemy's  operations  on  the  Congaree.  On  the 
14th,  at  night,  I  marched  from  Nelfon's,  and  on  the  evening  of 
the  15th  I  reached  the  point  where  the  roads  from  Congarees  and 

M'Coard's 
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M'Coard's  ferry  unite.  Various  information  was  brought  to  me  thi-  appendix. 
ther,  that  Greene  had  paffed  the  Congaree,  at  M'Coard's  ferry,  and 
had  puflied  down  the  Orangeburgh  road.  The  accounts,  though  none 
of  them  pofitive  or  fingly  fatisfaftory,  correfponded  fo  much,  that  I 
was  led  to  beUeve  them,  and  the  matter  was  of  fuch  moment,  that  it 
would  not  admit  of  my  paufing  for  more  certain  information  ;  there- 
fore, after  giving  the  troops  a  little  reft,  I  moved  back  to  Eutaws  the 
fame  night,  but  hearing  nothing  there,  I  purfued  my  march  hither. 

By  my  prefent  fituation,  I  cover  thofe  dlftri£ts  from  which  Charles 
town  draws  its  prefent  fupplies,  I  am  in  readinefs  to  improve  any 
favourable  occurrence,  and  guard  againft  any  untoward  event. 

It  is  a  fecondary,  but  not  a  trifling  advantage,  that  I  have  been 
ablfe  to  fupply  the  troops  with  necelTaries  ;  for  the  want  of  which, 
occafioned  by  the  long  interruption  of  our  communication,  they  fuf* 
fcred  ferious  diftrefs. 

I  AM  ufing  every  effort  to  augment  our  cavalry,  in  hopes  that  the- 
arrival  of  fome  force  will  fpeedily  enable  us  to  adopt  a  more  a£live- 
condu£l. 


"RxtraSi  (9.)  of  a  letter  from  Lord  Rawdon  to  Lieutenant-general  Earl 
Cornwallh,  dated  Charles  town,  June  ^,  1781. 

GENERAL  Greene  invefted  Ninety  Six  on  the  22d  of  May.  To 
my  great  fatisfa£lion,  however,  I  learned,  by  meflages  which  I  have 
found  means  to  interchange  with  Lieutenant-colonel  Cruger,  that  the 

(9.)  Vide  Remembrancer,  page  153,  2d  part,  17811 

new 
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APPSNDix.  new  works  were  completed  before  the  enemy's  approach.  The  garri- 
fon  is  ample  for  the  extent,  and  the  fire  of  the  enemy  had  no  efFed. 
Lieutenant-colonel  Cruger,  therefore,  only  apprehends,  that  relief 
may  not  arrive  before  his  provifions  are  expended. 

Fortunately  we  are  now  in  a  condition  to  undertake  fuccouring 
-him,  without  expofing  a  more  valuable  flake  ;  and  from  the  report  of 
his  provifions  which  he  fent  to  me,  I  trufl  we  (hall  he  fully  in  time. 

Augusta  is  likewife  befieged ;  but  I  hope  in  little  danger.  Sir 
James  Wright  reprefented  fo  flrongly  the  want  of  troops  at  Savannah, 
that  I  thought  it  neceffary  to  fend  the  King's  American  regiment  thi- 
ther with  all  difpatch. 

On  the  3d  infant  the  fleet  from  Ireland  arrived,  having  aboard  the 
3d,  19th,  and  30th  regiments,  a  detachment  from  the  guards,  and  a 
confiderable  body  of  recruits  ;  the  whole  under  the  command  of  Colo- 
nel Gould,  of  the  30th.  Lieutenant-colonel  Balfour  and  I  immediately 
made  known  to  Colonel  Gould  the  power  which  your  lordfliip  had 
given  to  us,  for  detaining  fuch  part  of  the  expeded  reinforcement  as 
we  might  conceive  the  fervice  required  :  And  it  has  been  fettled,  that 
the  three  regiments  fliall  all  remain  here  until  your  lordihip  figtiifies 
your  pleafure  refpeding  them.  I  (hall  march  on  the  7th  towards 
Ninety  Six,  having  been  reinforced  by  the  flank  companies  of  the 
•three  new  regiments. 

I  am  happy  In  Tnentioning  to  your  lordfhlp  a  handfome  teftimony 
of  zeal  for  His  Majefty's  iuterefls,  which  has  occurred  here  :  Confi- 
derable difficulty  having  arifen  in  the  formation  of  cavalry,  fome  of 
■the  principal  inhabitants  of  this  town  made  a  fubfcription,  amounting 

to 
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to  near  three  thoufand  guineas ;  which  fum  they  requefted  I  would  appendix. 
apply  to  the  purpofe  of  equipping  a  corps  of  dragoons  in  the  manner  I 
fliould  judge  mofi:  expedient.  As  I  had  no  means  of  forming  fuch  a 
corps  but  by  drafts  from  the  infantry,  I  thought  your  lordfhip  would 
be  pleafed  that  a  compliment  fhould  be  paid  to  the  loyalty  of  the  gen- 
tlemen above  mentioned,  by  fixing  upon  men  connedled  with  the  pro- 
vince ;  I  have  therefore  ordered  the  South-Carolina  regiment  to  be 
converted  Into  cavalry,  and  I  have  the  profpeift  of  their  being  mounted 
and  completely  appointed  in  a  few  days. 

June  6.     I  have  juft  had  the  fatisfadion  to  learn,  that  the  King's 
American  regiment  arrived  fafe  at  Savannah. 

Extradi  (10.)  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Lord  Rawdon  to  Sir  Henry  Q'mtonf 
dated  Charles  towny  June  6th,  1781. 

I  CANNOT  in  any  manner  give  your  excellency  a  more  explicit 
account  of  what  has  paffed  in  this  province,  and  of  the  prefent  flate  of 
our  affairs,  than  by  enclofing  to  your  excellency,  -copies  of  the  letters 
which  I  have,  at  different  periods,  written  to  Lord  Cornwallis.  The 
fituation  of  the  province  has  been  critical ;  yet  I  am  well'  convinced, 
that  numbers  have  joined  the  enemy  merely  to  fhield  th'emfelves  from 
the  atrocious  barbarity  of  the  rebel  militia,  which  has  been  beyond 
what  I  have  ever  heard  of  among  the  mbft  favage  nations.  Should  we 
be  fuccefsful  in  our  prefent  enterprize,  it  will  probably  be  found  ne- 
ceffary  to  make  the  Santee  and'Congaree  the  boundaries  of  our  pods, 
and  to  invite  the  friends  of  government  to  fettle  upon  the  eftates  of 
revolters  within  the  claim  of  our  ftations.     The  back  parts  of  the  pro-  . 

(10.)  Vide  Remembrancer,  page  154,  zd  part,  year  17S1. 

3  (3  vince 
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AFPENDix.vince  muft  neceffarily  depend  upon  the  country  enclofed  by  thofc 
rivers,  as  long  as  we  keep  pofleffion  of  the  Chefapeak, 

IT  is  in  fome  meafure  neceffary  to  CQiine£t  the  foregoing  letters  by 
a  citation  from  a  periodical  work. 

On  (ii.)  the  night  of  the  13th,  the  army  began  to  pafs  the  river  at 
Nelfon's  ferry,  and  by  the  following  evening  every  thing  was  fafely 
landed  ou  the  other  fide.  The  firfl  intelligence  Lord  Rawdon  received 
on  palling  the  Santee,  was  the  unwelcome  news,  that  the  pofl:  at 
Motte's  houfe,  after  a  gallant  defence,  had  alrea'dy  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy.  This  was  a  heavy  ftroke,  as  that  place  had  been 
made  a  depofit  for  all  the  provifions  that  were  intended  for  the  fupply 
of  Camden  :  Things  were,  however,  worfe  than  he  yet  knew,  for  the 
ftrong  poft  at  Orangeburgh  was  already  taken,  and  fort  Granby  not 
long  after.  Thus  the  Britilh  force  in  the  province  was  exceedingly 
weakened,  by  the  number  of  brave  officers  and  foldiers  who  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy,  through  this  fudden  and  unexpedted  attack 
upon  their  detached  pofls  in  every  part  of  the  country. 

LoKD  Rawdon  was  met  at  Nelfon's  by  Lieutenant-colonel  Balfour, 
the  commandant  of  Charles  town  ;  who  came  thither  to  reprefent  to 
him,  and  to  confult  upon,  the  flate  and  circumflances  of  that  city,  as 
well  as  of  the  province  in  general.  He  flated,  that  the  revolt  was 
univerfal; ;  that  fto^n  the  little  room  there  had  beem  to  apprehend  fo 
ferious  and  alarming  a  turn  of  affairs,  the  old  works  of  Charles  town 
had  been  in  part  levelled,  to  make  way  for  new  ones,  which  were  not 
yet  conftruded  ;  that  be  had  full  conviction  of  the  difafFe<ftion,  in  ge- 

(11.)  Vide  Annual  Regifter,  page  85,  year  1781. 

neral. 
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neral,  of  the  inhabitants  ;  and  that,  under  thefe  circumftances,  his  appendix. 
garrifon  was  inadequate  to  its  defence,  againft  any  force  of  confequence 
that  might  attempt  that  city. 

The  conclulions  drawn  from  a  full  conflderation  of  this  untoward 
ftate  of  affairs  were,  that  if  any  misfortune  happened  to  the  corps  un- 
der Lord  Rawdon,  the  probable  confequence  would  be,  the  total  lofs 
of  the  province,  including  the  capital ;  but  that,  although  the  higheft 
degree  of  prudence  and  caution  were  upon  that  account  indifpenfably 
neceflary,  yet,  as  he  was  juft  joined  by  Major  M'Arthur,  with  about 
three  hundred  foot  and  eighty  dragoons,  he  conceived  he  might,  with- 
out hazarding  too  much,  endeavour  to  check  the  operations  of  the 
enemy  on  the  Congaree. 

A  SIGNAL  inftance  now  occurred  of  the  general,  if  not  univerfal', 
difafFedion  of  the  country.  For  five  days  after  Lord  Rawdon  had 
pafled  the  Santee,  not  a  fmgle  perfon  of  any  fort  whatever,  whether 
with  intelligence,  or  upon  any  other  account,  came  near  the  army,  al- 
though he  had  advanced  diredlly  from  Nellbn's  ferry,  that  night  and 
the  following  day's  march  into  the  country,  to  a  certain  point  where 
the  roads  from  Nelfon's  and  M'Cord's  ferry  meet ;  nor  could  the  emif- 
faries  and  fpies  which  h»  detached  on  all  hands  procure  him  any  true 
intelligence,  as  to  the  fituation  of  the  enemy,  or  the  ftate  of  the  coun- 
try :  A  number  of  reports,  however,  which  were  contradiftory  in 
otlier  refpefts,  feemed  to  concur  in  one  point,  which  was,  that  Greene 
had  paffed  the  Congaree  river,  and  w^s  prefling  down  the  Orange- 
burgh  road  with  a  ftrong  fbrce.  This  intelligence  was  of  too  great 
moment  to  be  flighted  ;  and  not  only  obliged  the  Britifh  commander 
to  relinquifh  his  deilgn  of  advancing  to  the  Congaree,  but  laid  him 
under  a  neceflity  of  falling  back  to  the  Eutaws,  and  aftenvards  of 

3  Q  2  moving 
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APFENDix.  moving  to  Monk's  corner,   for  the  proteftlon  of  Charles  town,  and  of 
the  rich  intervening  country. 

As  the  derelidlion  of  the  upper  country  left  the  pofl  at  Ninety  Six 
entirely  expofed  to  the  enemy,  Lord  Rawdon  was  under  great  anxiety 
for  the  fafety  of  that  garrifon.  The  objefts  now  at  flake  were,  how- 
ever, too  great  to  be  hazarded,  for  the  purpofe  of  protefling  that  place, 
or  even  of  extricating  the  troops  :  But  if  no  fuch  reflraint  had  been 
laid  upon  his  adivity,  it  flill  would  have  been  a  queftion  of  great 
doubt,  whether,  in  the  prefent  flate  of  things,  the  defign  would  have 
been  prafticable  ;  for,  befides  the  growing  force  of  the  enemy,  and 
their  polleffion  of  the  pofts  on  all  hands,  there  were  no  magazines,  no 
depofits  of  provifions  of  any  kind,  for  the  fupport  of  the  army  on  the 
way  ;  and  to  truft  to  the  uncertain  gleanings  of  a  wafted  and  hoftile 
country  on  a  march,  furrounded  on  every  fide  by  fwarms  of  light 
troops,  and  of  militia  on  horfeback,  with  an  enemy  much  fuperior  in 
-number  flill  to  encounter,  would  have  been  hazardous  in  the  extreme. 
Thus  circumftanced,  he  difpatched  feveral  meffengers  by  different 
routes,  and,  to  guard  as  much  as  poffible  againft  mifchance,.  applied  to 
Colonel  Balfour  to  fend  others  from  Charles  town,  with  inflruftions  to 
Lieutenant-colonel  Cruger,  who  commanded  at  Ninety  Six,  to  abandon 
that  place,  and  to  remove,  with  all  the  garrifon,  as  fpeedily  as  poffi- 
ble, to  Augufta,  upon  the  Savannah,  which  was  the  nearefl:  poft  of 
Georgia. 

So  bad  was  the  intelligence,  and  fo  difficult  to  be  obtained,  that  it 
was  not  until  after  the  arrival  of  the  troops  at  Monk's  corner,  that 
Lord  Rawdon  difcovered,  that  it  was  not  General  Greene,  but  Sump- 
ter,  who  had  taken  pofTeflion  of  Orangeburgh  ;  the  forajer  being  then 
occupied  in  taking  a  Britifh  pofh  at  the  Congarees.  While  the  troops 
1  were 
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were  employed  In  cov^ering  the  diftridls   from  which  Charles  town  appendix,. 
drew  its  fupplies  of  provifion,  Lord  Rawdon  was  preparing  for  more 
a£live  fervice,  by  unceafing  efforts  for  the  augmentation  of  his  ca- 
valry.. 

(12.)  Whilst  the  important  poft  at  Ninety  Six  was  clofely  inverted.  Ninety  sir 
and  held  to  be  in  the  utmoft  danger,  it  feemed  ominous,  but  fuch  was 
the  hoftile  ftate  of  the  country,  that  none  of  the  raeffengers  which 
Lord  Rawdon  and  Colonel  Balfour  had  difpatched  to  Colonel  Cruger, 
with  orders  for  abandoning  that  place,  hac^-  be,en  able  to  reach  him  : 
The  fort  was,  however,  in  a  better  ftate  of  defence  iU.m  had  been  ex- 
peifled  ;    the  works  were  completed,  and   flrong  ;    aud    the  garrifon 
amounted  to  near  four  hundred   regular  troops,    befides  militia.     lu 
thefe  circumftances,  Greene  found  himfelf  obliged   to  fit  down  before 
it  in  form,  on  the  22d  of  May;  the  garrifon  made  a  gallant  defence,, 
and  the  failure  of  provifions   afforded   the.  principal  caufe  of  apprer- 
henfion. 

The  fortunate  arrival  of  three  regiments  from  Ireland,  under  the 
condu£l  of  Colonel  Gould,  afforded  an  opportunity  for  the  relief  of 
this  garrifon,  vvhich  would  otherwile  have  been  defperate  ;  for  though 
they  were  deflined  to  join  Earl  Cornwallis,  the  good  difpofition  and- 
promptnefs  of  the  commander  to  concur  in  the  immediate  defence  of 
the  province,  as  a  more  urgent  fervice  than  any  other  In  view,  pre- 
vented thofe  difficulties  which  mufl  otherwife  have  arifen.  Thefe  cir*- 
cumilances  fuddenly  changed  the  face  of  affairs,  and  enabled  Lordi 
Rawdon  to  undertake,  the  relief  of  Ninety  Six. 

{12.)  Vide  Annual  Regiller,  page  91,  year  1781. . 

AuGUSTAi 
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APPENDIX.  Augusta  had  alfo  been  for  fome  time  befieged  ;  and  the  whole  pro- 
vince of  Georgia  was  deemed  to  be  in  fuch  imminent  danger,  that 
Lord  Rawdon  found  himfelf  under  a  neceffity,  even  in  that  ftate  of 
weaknefs  which  preceded  the  arrival  of  the  troops  from  Ireland,  to  part 
with  the  King's  American  regiment,  and  to  commit  it  to  the  hazard 
of  paffing  in  fuch  fmall  craft  as  were  at  hand,  and  without  convoy, 
from  Charles  town,  in  order  to  reinforce  Sir  James  Wright,  at  the 
town  of  Savannah. 

Lord  Rawdon  marched  from  Charles  town  with  fomething  more 
than  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  foot  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  horfe, 
for  the  relief  of  Ninety  Six,  in  four  days  after  the  arrival  of  the_  troops 
from  Ireland.  He  was  joined  on  the  way  by  Colonel  Doyle,  with 
the  troops  w^hich  he  had  left  at  Monk's  corner,  (13.)  and  he  preffed 
his  march  with  all  the  rapidity  which  the  exceffive  heat  of  the  weather 
would  permit.  To  prevent  the  enemy's  detachments  on  the  Congaree-, 
and  other  parts  on  the  eaftern  fide,  from  reinforcing  Greene,  while  he 
was  pufliing  forwards,  he  deviated  from  the  courfe  which  he  other- 
wife  would  have  taken,  and  keeping  confiderabiy  more  to  the  right, 
pafled  the  little  Saluda  near  its  junftion  with  the  greater  river  of  that 
name.  This  route,  however,  enabled  a  Colonel  Middleton,  who  was 
on  his  way  frorti  the  Congarees  with  about  three  hundred  cavalry  and 

(13.)  There  appears  to  be  an  error  in  this  ftatement  of  the  force  marched  from  Charles 
town.  Lord  Rawdon,  in  his  letter  of  the  5th  to  Earl  Cornwallis,  fays,  hefliould  move 
on  the  7th  of  June  towards  Ninety  Six,  with  the  troops  at  Monk's  corner,  and  the  flank 
companies  of  the  three  regiments  lately  arrived:  Therefore  it  feems  more  probable  that 
Lord  Rawdon's  whole  force  did  not  exceed  twe  thoufand  men ;  viz.  the  garrifon  with- 
drawn from  Camden,  Lieutenant-colonel  Watfon's  corps,  Major  M'Arthur's  reinforce- 
ment, and  the  flank  companies  of  Celonel  Gould's  brigade  :  But  perhaps  the  3d  and  19th 
regiments  might  move  from  Charles  town,  towards  Dorchefter  or  Monk's  corner,  a,t  the 
lame  time  that  Lord  Rawdon  left  it,  though  not  intended  for  theexpcvlition  to  Ninety  Six, 

2  mounted 
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mounted  militia,  to  endeavour  to  harafs  his  rear,  and  particularly  to  appendix* 

obftrud  the  parties  which  were  neceflarily  engaged  in  collefting  cattle 

for  the  fupport  of  the  army.     After  giving  fome  trouble  of  this  nature, 

Middleton  being  trained  into  a  well-laid  ambufti,  was  fpiritedly  charged 

by  Major  Coffin,  at  the  head  of  the  royal  cavalry,  and  his  party  was 

fo  completely  routed  and  difperfed,  as  never  again  to  appear  during 

the  march. 

Be;fore  he  approached  General  Greene,  Lord  Rawdon  had  intelli-  Surrender  ot 
gence  of  the  fall  of  Augufta. 

The  following  is  General  Pickens  and  Lieutenant-colonel  Lee's  re- 
port of  the  capitulation  of  fort  Cornwallis, 

(14.)    No.  L 

SIR,  Augufta,  May  31,  1781. 

THE  ufage  of  war  renders  it  neceffary  that  we  prefent  you  with  an 
opportunity  of  avoiding  the  deftruftion  which  impends  your  garrlfon. 

We  have  deferred  our  fummons  to  this  late  date,  to  preclude  the 
neceffity  of  much  correfpondence  on  the  occafion.  You  fee  the  ftrength 
of  the  inverting  forces ;  the  progrefs  of  our  works  ;  and  you  may  in- 
form yourfelf  of  the  fituation  of  the  two  armies,. by  inquiries  from 
Captain  Armftrong,  of  the  legion,  who  has  the  honour  to  bear  this. 
We  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

ANDREW    PICKENS, 

B.  G.  militia. 
HENRY     LEE,    junior, 
Lieutenant  colonel,  commanding  con- 
Lieutenant-colonel  Brown.  tinental  troops. 

[(14.)  Vide  Remembrancer,  page  289,  ad  part  of  1781, 

No. 
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Gentlemen, 
WHAT  progrefs  you  have  made  in  your  works  I  am  no  ftranger 
to.     It  is  my  duty  and  inclination  to  defend  this  poll:  to  the  laft  ex- 
tremity. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

THOMAS    BROWN, 
Lieutenant  colonel,  commanding  the 

King's  troops  at  Augufta. 
Brig*  gen,  FIckens  and  Lieut,  col.  Lee« 

No.  in. 

SIR, 

IT  is  not  our  difpofition  to  prefs  the  unfortunate. 

To  prevent  the  effufion  of  blood  which  muft  follow  perfeverance  in 
your  fruitlefs  refiftance,  we  inform  you,  that  we  are  willing,  though 
in  the  grafp  of  viilory,  to  grant  fuch  terms  as  a  comparative  view  of 
our  refpedive  fituations  can  warrant. 

Your  determination  will  be  concluded  as  conclufive,  and  will  regu- 
late our  condud. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

ANDREW    PICKENS, 
B.  G.  militia. 
U  HENRYLEE,    junior, 

Ltieutenant  colonel,  commanding  con- 
tinental troops, 
Xriewteiiant-colonel  Brovw, 

No. 
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No.   IV. 

Fort  Cornwallis,  June  3. 
Gentlemen, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  fummons  appendix. 

of  this  day,  and  to  aflure  you,  that  as  it  is  my  duty,  it  is  likewile  my 

inclination  to  defend  the  pofl  to  the  lafl:  extremity. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

THOMAS     BROWN, 

Lieutenaiat  colonel,  commanding  the 

King's  troops  at  Augufta. 
Brig.  gen.  Pickens  and  Lieut,  col.  Lee. 

No.  V. 

Headquarters.  Tune  4,  1781. 

SIR, 

WE  beg  leave  to  propofe,  that  the  prifoners  in  your  pofleffion  may 
be  fent  out  of  the  fort,  and  that  they  may  be  confidered  yours  or  ours 
as  the  fiege  may  terininate. 

Confident  that  you  cannot  oppofe  the  didate  of  humanity  and 

cuftom  of  war,  we  have  only  to  fay,  that  any  requeft  from  you  of  a 

fimilar  nature  will  meet  our  ailent. 

We  havethe  hojiour  to  be,  &c. 

ANDREW     PICKENS, 

B.  G.  militia. 

HENRY     LEE,    junior, 

Lieutenant  colonel,  commanding  the 

continental  troops. 
Lieutenant-colonel  Brown. 

3  R  No, 
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No.  VI. 
Gentlemen, 
APPENDIX.  THOUGH  motives  of  humanity,  and  a  feeling  for  the  diftreffes  of 
individuals,  incline  me  to  accede  to  what  you  have  propofed  concern- 
ing the  prifoners  with  us,  yet  many  reafons,  to  which  you  cannot  be 
flrangers,  forbid  my  complying  with  this  requifition  —  fuch  attention 
as   I  can,  confiftent  with  good  policy  and  my  duty,  fliall  be  fliewn 

them. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

THOMAS    BROWN, 

Lieutenant  colonel,  commanding  the 

King's  troops  at  Augufta. 
Erig.  gen.  Pickens  and  Lieut,  col.  Lee. 

No.  VII. 

Gentlemen, 
,  IN  your  fummons  of  the  3d  inftant  no  particular  conditions  were 
fpecified  j  I  poftponed  the  consideration  of  it  to  this  day. 

From  a  defire  to  leffen  the  diftrefles  of  war  to  individuals,  I  am  in- 
clined to  propofe  to  you  my  acceptance  of  the  enclofed  terms,  which 
being  pretty  fimilar  to  thofe  granted  to  the  commanding  officers  of  the 
American  troops  and  garrifon  in  Charles  town,  I  imagine  will  be  ho- 
nourable to  both  parties. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

THOMAS    BROWN, 
Lieutenant  colonel,  commanding  the 

King's  troops  at  Augufla. 
JBrig.  gen.  Pickens  and  Lieut,  col.  Lee, 

No. 
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No.  viir. 

SIR, 

THERE  was  a  time  ivheti  your  propofals  of  this  date  ought  to  appendix. 
have  been  accepted.     That  period  is  now  paffed.     You  have  every  no- 
tice from  uSj  and  muft  have  known  the  futility  of  your  farther  oppo- 
iition. 

Although  we  fhould  be  juftified  by  the  military  of  both  armies  to 
demand  unconditional  fubmiffion,  our  fympathy  for  the  unfortunate 
and  gallant  of  our  profeffion  has  induced  us  to  grant  the  honourable 
terms  which  we  herewith  tranfmit. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

ANDREW     PICKENS, 

B.  G,  militia. 
HENR.Y     LEE,    junior. 
Lieutenant  colonel,  commanding  the 
continental  troops. 

No.  IX. 

Fort  Cornvvallis,  June  5,   1781. 

Gentlemen, 
YOUR  propofition  relative  to  the  officers  of  the  King's  troops  and 
militia  being  admitted  to  their  paroles,  and  the  exclufion  of  the  men, 
is  a  matter  I  cannot  accede  to. 

The  conditions  I  have  to  propofe  to  you  are,  that  fuch  of  the  diffe- 
rent clafles  of  men  who  compofe  this  gnrrifon,  be  permitted  to  march 

3  R  2  to 
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APPENDIX,  to  Savannah,  or  continue  in  the  country,  as  to  them  may   be   mofl: 

eligible,  until  exchanged.. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

THOMAS    BROWN, 

Lieutenant  colonel,  commanding  the 

King's  troops  at  Augufta. 
Biig.  gen.  Pickens  and  Lieut,  col.  Lee. 

No,  X. 

Fort  Augufta,  June  5,   1781. 

SIR, 

IN  our  anfvver  of  this  morning  we  granted  the  moft  generous  terms 

in  our  power  to  give,  which  we  beg  leave  to  refer  to  as  final  on  our 

part. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

ANDREW    PICKENS, 

B.  G.  militia. 

HENRY    LEE,    junior, 

Lieutenant  colonel,  commanding  coti- 

tinental  troops. 
Lieutenant-colonel  Brown. 

No.  XL 

Fort  Cornwallis,  June  5,  1781. 
Gentlemen, 

A  S  fome  of  the  articles  propofed  by  you  are  generally  exprefled,  I 

have  taken  the  liberty  of  deputing  three  gentlemen  to  wait  upon  you 

for  a  particular  explanation  of  the  refpeftive  articles. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

THOMAS    BROWN, 

Lieutenant  colonel,  commanding  the 

King's  troops  at  Augufla. 

Articles 
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Articles  of  capitulation  propofed  by  Lieutenant -colonel  Brown,  and  anfwered  appekdix;  . 
by  General  Pickens  and  Lieutenant-colonel  Lee.~ 

Art.  I.  THAT  all  a£ls  of  hoftilitles  and  works  fhall  ceafe  between 
the  besiegers  and  befieged  until  the  articles  of  capitulation  (hall  be 
agreed  on,  figned,  and  executed,  or  colle6lively  rejedled. 

Answer.  Hoftilities  fliail  ceafe  for  one  hour;  other  operations  to 
continue. 

Art.  II.  That  the  fort  fhall  be  furrendered  to  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  American  corps,  fuch  as  it  now  ftands.  That  the  King's 
troops,  three  days  after  figning  the  articles  of  capitulation,  ih^ll  be 
condu6bed  to  Savannah,  with  their  baggage,  where  they  will  remain 
prlfoners  of  war  until  they  are  exchanged  ;.  that  proper  conveyances 
fhall  be  provided  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the  American  troops 
for  that  purpafe,  together  with  a  fufficient  quantity  of  good  and 
wholefome  provifions  till  their  arrival  at  Savannah., 

Answer.  Inadmlffible.  The  prifoners  to  farrender  field  prifoners 
of  war  :  The  officers  to  be  indulged  with  their  paroles ;  the  foldiers  to 
be  condu£led  to  fuch  place  as  the  commander  in  chief  {hall  dired. 

Art.  III.  The  militia  now  in  garrifon  fhall  be  permitted  to  return, 
to  their  refpeftive  homes,  and  be  fecured  in  their  perfons  and  pro- - 
perties. 

Answer.  Anfwered  by  the  fecond  article,  the  militia  making  part 
of  the  garrifon. 

I  Art.  . 
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APPENDIX.      x-^RT.  IV.     The  fick  and  wounded  fliall  be  under  the  care  of  their 
own  burgeons,  and  be  fupplied  with  fuch  medicines  and  neceflaries  as 
are  allowed  to 'the  Britifh  hofpltals. 
Agreed. 

Art.  V.  The  officers  of  the  garrifon,  and  citizens  who  have  borne 
arms  during  the  fiege,  fhall  keep  their  fide  arme,  piftols,  and  baggage, 
vvliich  Ihall  not  be  fearched,  and  retain  their  fervants. 

Answer.  The  officers  and  citizens  who  have  borne  arms  during  the 
fiege  fhall  be  permitted  their  fide  arms,  private  baggage,  and  fervants  ; 
their  fide  arms  not  to  be  worn ;  and  the  baggage  to  be  fearched  by  a 
perfoii  appointed  for  that  purpofe. 

Art.  VI.  The  garrifon,  at  an  hour  appointed,  fhall  march  out, 
with  fliouldered  arms  and  drums  beating,  to  a  place  to  be  agreed  on, 
where  they  will  pile  their  arms. 

Answer.  Agreed.  The  judicious  and  gallant  defence  made  by  the 
garrifon,  entitles  them  to  every  mark  of  military  refpe£l.  The  fort  to 
be  delivered  up  to  Captain  Rudolph  at  twelve  o'clock,  who  will  take 
pofleffion  with  a  detachment  of  the  legion  infantry. 

Art.  VII.  That  the  citizens  ihall  be  prote6ted  in  their  perfons  and 
properties. 

Answer.     Inadmiffible. 

Art.  VIII,  That  twelve  months  fhall  be  allowed  to  all  fuch  as  do 
not  chufe  to  refide  in  this  country,  to  difpofe  of  their  efFefts,  real  and 
pcrfonal,  in  tins  province,  without  any  moleftation  whatever,  or  to 
remove  to  any  part  tliereof  as  they  may  chufe,  as  well  themfelves  as 
families. 

Answer.     Inadmiffible. 

2  Art. 
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Art.  IX.     That  the  Indian  families  now  in  garrifon  (hall  accompany  appendix. 
the  King's  troops  to  Savannah,  where  they  will  remain  prifoners  of 
war  until  exchanged  for  an  equal  number  of  prifoners  in  the  Creek  or 
Cherokee  nations. 

Answer.     Anfwered  in  the  fecond  article. 

Art.  X.     That  an  exprefs  be  permitted  to  go  to  Savannah  with  the 
commanding  officer's  difpatches,  which  are  not  to  be  opened. 
Answer.     Agreed. 

Art.  XI.  Additional.  The  particular  attention  of  Colonel  Brown 
is  expetTted  towards  the  jufl  delivery  of  all  public  ftores,  monies,  &c. ; 
and  that  no  loans  be  permitted  to  defeat  the  fplrit  of  this  article. 

Signed  at  head  quarters,  Augufta,  June  5,   1781,  by 

ANDREW     PICKENS, 

B.  G.  militia. 

HENRY     LEE,     junior, 

Lieutenant  colonel,  comrhandant. 

THOMAS    BROWN, 
Lieutenant  colonel,  commanding  the 
King's  troops  at  Augufta. 

(15.)  AS  foon  as  Augufla  fell,  the  troops  employed  in  the  reduc- 
tion of  that  place  joined  General  Greene,  who  formed  a  refolution,  ra- 
ther than  give  up  his  point  at  Ninety  Six,  to  ftand  an  aftion  with  the 
Britlfh  troops  that  were  advancing  to  its  relief:  But,  upon  delibera- 
tion afterwards,  that  commander  did  not  think  himfelf  in  condition  to 

(15.)  Vide  Annual  Regiller,  page  92,  year  1781. 

hazard 
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APPENDIX,  hazard  the  encounter  of  fo  formidable  a  foe  from  without,  while  his 
hands  were  fully  occupied  by  the  exertions  of  an  enemy  within,  who 
iMd  from  the  beginning  given  conftant  proofs  of  their  determined  cou- 
rage and  refolution  ;  and  ftill  much  lefs  could  his  force  admit  of  fuch  a 
divifion  as  would  enable  him,  with  any  profpe6t  of  fuccefs,  to  encoun- 
ter Lord  Rawdon  on  his  way,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  leave  fuch  a 
ftrength  behind  as  would  be  neceffary  for  guarding  the  works,  and 
overawing  the  garnfon.  He  was  likewife  difappointed  by  Sumpter, 
to  whom  he  had  fent  inflruclions  to  join  him  with  all  the  force  that 
could  be  coUeded  on  the  fide  of  the  Congaree,  with  a  view  of  fighting 
the  Britifii  army  on  its  way  ;  but  whether  it  proceeded  from  fome  flow- 
n^fs  in  his  movements,  or  from  unavoidable  delay,  the  jundtion  was  not 
efi^eded  m  time  ;  and  the  route  taken  by  Lord  Rawdon  for  the  purpofe, 
rendered  it  afterwards  impradlicable. 

But,  exclufive  of  thefe  caufes,  lie  was  not  now  to  learn  the  great 
fuperiority  of  his  enemy  in  all  field  or  general  engagements  :  Nor,  in 
fad:,  was  his  force  very  confiderable  in  refpeil  even  to  number ;  and  it 
was  ftill  much  lefs  fo  in  point  of  ellimation.  His  continental  or  regu- 
lar troops -formed  but  a  diminutive  part  of  the  whole;  and  the  others, 
whatever  fervice  they  might  be  of  in  their  own  way,  were  of  very 
little  in  regular  (i6,)  aftion.  On  the  other  hand,  he  knew  that  the 
troops  that  were  marching  againfl  him  were  frefh,  excellent,  and  that 
thofe  who  were  newly  arrived  were  particularly  full  of  ardour  for  an 
opportunity  to  fignalize  themfelves. 

(16.)  This  is  rather  an  erroneous  remark,  as  the  Britifli  generally  found  themfelves 
confiderably  annoyed  by  the  militia  during  all  adtions,  when  their  officers  diilributed  them 
on  the  flanks  of  the  aflailants,  orcompofed  the  /rent  line  of  thefe  irregular  troops. 

He, 
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He,  however,  faw  that  fomething  mull:  neceflarily  be  attempted,  appin'oix. 
and  that  even  the  running  of  fome  rifque,  which  would  not  be  too  deci- 
five  in  its  worft  confequences,  could  fcarcely,  in  the  prefent  circum- 
ftances,  be  conftrued  into  imprudence.  He  had  already  pufhed  his  fap 
very  clofe  to  the  principal  redoubt  of  the  fort  at  Ninety  Six,  and  had 
nearly  completed  a  fubterraneous  pafiage  into  the  ditch  ;  but  his  artil- 
lery had  failed  in  their  efFed,  and  the  works  of  the  fort  had  yet  fuf- 
fered  little.  The  nearnefs  of  Lord  Rawdon  left  no  time  for  proceeding 
farther  by  regular  approach  ;  and  as  he  could  not  venture  an  engage- 
ment, he  muft  either  abandon  the  place  (hamefully  without. an  attempt, , 
or  hazard  a  premature  aliault.. 

General  Greene,  determined  upon    the   latter.     The  attack   waa 
made  on  the  19th  before  day  ;  and  the  Americans  who  were  appointed 
to  ftorm  the  redoubt  difplayed  an  undaunted  courage.     The  garrifoii 
received  them  with  equal  gallantry.     Scarcely  an  officer  or  private. iTian 
who  entered  the  ditch  but  was   either   killed .  or   wounded;  and  yet.  General 
though  the  imprafticability  of  the  attempt  foon  became  as  obvious  to  pudfed«Tth 
all  as  its  danger,. no  one  betrayed  by  a.fmgle  movement, the  fmalleft  in- six?' ^'"*^"^ 
dication  of  quitting  his   ground. .    The  commander,  feeing  fo^  many 
brave  men  fruitleffly  fall    and  that  fortune  or  chance,  which  fo.  often 
befriend  hold  enterprize, , (hewed  no  difpofition  at  all  of  ading.in  their . 
favour,  put  an  end  to  the  combat,  before  it  became  more  ruinous,  by 
calling  off  the  remainder  foon  after  daylight. . 

As.G'rcenefcarcely  lefs  than  expe£led  what  now  really  happened,  he 
had  accordingly, provided  for  the  event.  All  the . baggage  and  incum- 
brances of  the  camp  had  been  previoufly  difpatched  acrofs  the  Saluda  ; 
whither,  immediately  upon  this:  repulfe,  he  alfo  retired  with  his  whole 
force.     Though  the  Americans  .loll  fome  valuable  officers^  and  not  a  . 

3„S  few  > 
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APPENDIX,  few  private  men,  in  this  attack,  yet  the  nun:iber  adually  flain  (as  fre- 
quently happens  in  fuch  cafes)  was  much  below  what  might  have  been 
expeded.  Nothing  could  exceed  the  condu6l  and  firmnefs  of  the  go- 
vernor and  garrifon,  whether  in  the  affault,  or  during  every  previous 
part  of  the  fiege. 

Lord  Rawdon  arrived  at  Ninety  Six  on  the  21ft  of  June;  and  ha- 
ving received  intelligence  that  Greene  had  halted  in  a  ftrong  pofition 
behind  Bufh  river,  at  about  fixteen  miles  diftan'ce,  and  that  he  was 
likewife  flill  incumbered  with  fome  waggons  and  baggage,  that  aftive 
commander  put  his  fatigued  troops  again  in  motion,  and  croffed  the 
Saluda  on  the  following  night  in  his  purfuit,  every  kind  of  baggage, 
even  the  men's  packs,  being  left  behind  at  Ninety  Six.  Greene  was, 
however,  fo  well  acquainted  now  with  the  character  of  his  enemy, 
and  fo  well  guarded  againft  furprife,  that  the  Britifli  troops  had  fcarcely 
paffed  the  Saluda,  when  he  mov«d  with  the  greatefl  expedition  from 
Lord  Raw-  Bufh  river.  Lord  Rawdon  purfued  him  with  the  utmoft  rapidity,  and 
Greene  to  re-  arrived  at  the  fords  of  the  Ennoree,  forty  miles  from  Ninety  Six, 
within  two  hours  of  the  time  that  Greene's  army  had  pafled  them. 
The  troops  were  fo  fpent  v^ith  fatigue,  and  overcome  by  the  heat,  that 
it  was  impoffible  to  do  more  ;  but  Greene  was  fo  apprehenfive  of  his 
enemies,  that  he  continued  his  retreat,  or  rather  flight,  without 
ceafing,  until  he  had  paffed  both  the  Tyger  and  the  Broad  rivers. 

The  American  account  was  published  by  order  of  Congrefs  in  the 
tfollowing  extrad  of  a  letter  from  Major-general  Greene,  dated  at  Lit- 
"tle  river,  near  Ninety  Six,  June  20,   1781  : 

I  N  my  laft  letter  of  the  9th,  I  informed  your  excellency,  that  the 
•enemy  had  received  a  confiderable  reinforcement  at  Charles  town,  and 

that 
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that  I  was  apprehenfive  they  would  march  and  interrupt  our  operations^  appfndix. 
On  the  nth  I  got  intelligence  they  were  advancing  ;  1  immediately 
advanced  all  the  cavalry,  with  orders  to  General  Sumpter  to  colledl  all 
the  force  he  could,  and  keep  in  their  front,  and  by  every  means  in  his 
power  to  retard  their  march.  The  enemy  pafled  him  at  Conp-aree  be- 
fore he  got  his  troops  in  motion  ;  afterwards  he  found  it  imprafticable 
to  gain  their  front.  It  was  my  intention  to  have  fought  them  before 
they  arrived  at  Ninety  Six,  could  I  have  colledted  a"  force  fufficient  for 
the  purpofe. 

We  had  pufhed  on  our  approaches  very  near  to  the  enemy's  work  ;. 
our  third  parallel  was  formed  round  their  abbatis ;  a  mine  and  two  ap- 
proaches were  within  a  few  feet  of  the  ditch.     Thefe  approaches  were 
direfted  againft  the  Star  fort,  which  ftands  upon  the  left  of  the  towai 
as  we  approached  it  from  the  Saluda.     On  the  right  our  approaches  ■ 
were  very  near  the  enemy's  redoubt  :  This  was  a  flrong  ftockade  fort, . 
with  two  block  houfes  in  it.     Thefe  two  works  flanked  the  town, 
which  is  picketed  in  with  ftrong  pickets,  a  ditch  round  the  whole,  and 
a  bank  raifed  near  the  height  of  a  common  parapet.     Belides  thefe  for-- 
tifications,  were  feveral  little  flechesin  different  parts  -  of  the  town; 
and  all  the  works  communicated  with  each  other  by  covered  wayso  • 
We  had  raifed  feveral  batteries  for  cannon  ;  one  upwards  of  twenty 
feet  high,  within  one  hundred  and  forty  yards  of  the  Star  fort,  to  - 
command  the  works,  and  a  rifle  battery  alfo  within  -  thirty  yards,  to  > 
prevent  the  enemy  from  annoying  our  workmen. .   For  the  laft  ten 
days  not  a  man  could  fhew  his  head  but  he  was  immediately  (hot  down  |  ; 
and  the  firing  was  almoft  inceffant  day  and  night.     In  this  ftate  of  the 
approaches,  I  found  the  enemy  fo  near  us,  that  it  would  be  impoflible 
to  reduce  the  place  without  hazarding  a  ftorm.     This,  from  the  pecu-  - 
liar  ftrength  of  the  place,  could  only  be  warranted  by  the  fuccefs  of  a 

3  S  2  partial 
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APPCKDix.  partial  attempt  to  make  a  lodgement  on  one  of  the  curtains  of  the  Star 
redoubt,  and  a  vigorous  pufli  to  carry  the  right-hand  work. 

The  dlfpofition  was  accordingly  formed,  and  the  attack  made;  Lieu- 
tenant colonel  Lee,  with  his  legion  infantry,  and  Captain  Kirkwood's 
light  infantry,  made  the  attack  on  the  right  ;  and  Lieutenant-colonel 
Campbell,  with  the  ift  Maryland  and  the  ift  Virginia  regiments,  was 
to  have  flormed  the  Star  redoubt,  which  is  their  principal  work,  and 
ftands  upon  the  left  ;  the  parapet  of  this  work  is  near  twelve  feet  high, 
and  raifed  with  fand  bags  near  three  feet  morJ'.     Lieutenant  Duvall 
of  the  Maryland   line,  and  Lieutenant  Selden,  of  the  Virginia  line 
led  on  the  forlorn  hope,  followed  by  a  party  with  hooks  to  pull  dowi 
the  fand  bags,  the  better  to  enable  them  to  make  the  lodgement.     J\. 
furious  cannonade  preluded  the  attack.     On  the  right  the  enemy  wer» 
driven  out  of  their  works,  and  our  people  took  poffeffioii :  On  the  left 
never  was  greater  bravery  exhibited  than  by  the  parties  led  on  by  Duvalj, 
and  Selden;  but  they  were  not  fo  fuccefsful.     They  entered  the  ene- 
my's ditch,  and  made  every  exertion  to  get  down  the  fand  bags,  which, 
from  the  depth  of  the  ditch,  height  of  the  parapet,  and  under  a  gaL 
ling  fire,  was  rendered  difficult.     Finding  the  enemy  defended  their 
works  with  great  obftinacy,  and  feeing  but  little  profpeil  of  fucceed«- 
ing  without  heavy  lofs,  I  ordered  the  attack  to  be  pufhed  no  farther.  . 

The  behaviour  of  the  troops  on  this  occafion  deferves  the  higheft 
commendations  ;  both  the  officers  that  entered  the  ditch  were  wound- 
ed, and  the  greater  part  of  their  men  were  either  killed  or  wounded. 
I  have  only  to  lament  that  fuch  brave  men  fell  in  an  uufuccefsful  at- 
.lempt. 

Captain 
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Captain  Armftrong,  of  the  ifl  Maryland  regiment,  was  killed,  appendix. 
and  Captain  Benfon,  who  commanded  the  regiment,  was  wounded  at 
the  head  of  the  trenches.  In  both  attacks  we  had  upwards  of  forty 
men  killed  and  wounded  ;  the  lofs  was  principally  at  the  Star  fort  and 
in  the  enemy's  ditch,  the  other  parties  being  all  under  cover.  The  at- 
tack was  continued  three  quarters  of  an  hour,  and  as  the  enemy  were 
greatly  expofed  to  the  fire  of  the  rifle  battery  and  artilley  ;  they  muft 
have  fuffered  greatly.  Our  artillery  was  well  ferved,  and  I  believe  did 
great  execution. 

The  troops  have  undergone  incredible  hardfhips  during  the  fiege  ; 
and  though  the  iflue  was  not  fuccefsful,  I  hope  their  exertions  will 
merit  the  approbation  of  Congrefs. 

We  continued  the  fiege  until  the  enemy  got  within  a  few  miles  of 
us,  having  previoufly  fent  off  all  our  fick,  wounded,  and  fpare  flores. 

Enclosed  is  a  lift  of  our  killed  and  wounded  during  the  fiege. 


JS-eturn  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  m'ljjing,  during  thejiege  of  Ninety  Six, 

in  South  Carolina. 

VIRGINIA  brigade.  Killed,  41  ;  wounded,  ^3  J  mifling,  16.— 
Maryland  brigade.  Killed,  12;  wounded,  24;  miffing,  3.  —  Light 
infantry.  Killed,  i;  wounded,  9;  miffing,  i. —  Legion  infantry. 
Killed,  2;  wounded,  2. — Virginia  militia.  Killed,  i  ;  wounded,  2. — 
Total.  Killed,  57  ;  wounded,  70;  miffing,  20. — Captain  Armftrong 
of  the  Maryland  line,  killed  ;  Captain  Benfon  and  Lieutenant  Duvall 
wounded.     Captain  Bentley,  of  the  Virginia  line,  prifoner ;    Lieute- 

2  nants 
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APPENDIX,  nants   Evans,    Miller,    and  Selden,   wounded.      Colonel  Kofcuilzko, 
chief  engineer,  was  flightly  wounded. 

O.    H.    WILLIAMS, 

Deputy  adjutant  general. 

Publiihed  by  order  of  Congrefs. 

Charles  Thompson,  Sec. 

(17.)  THE  Britirti  commander  found  it  neceflary  to  abandon  the 
Ninety  Six  poft  of  Ninety  SIx ;  but  as  he  would  not  omit  any  mark  of  attention 
to  the  loyalifls  of  that  country,  much  lefs  have  it  imagined  that  they 
were  abandoned,  he  ordered  that  the  principals  fhould  be  convened, 
and  propofals  made  to  them  :  That  if  they  would  keep  together,  and 
undertake  the  defence  of  the  diftrid  againfl:  their  own  difaffedled  inha- 
bitants, a  fmall  party  Ihould  be  left  to  keep  them  in  countenance, 
with  the  farther  encouragement,  that  detachments  from  the  Congarees 
fhould  at  all  times  be  fent  to  their  fupport,  equivalent  to  any  force 
which  Greene  might  difpatch  to  invade  their  territory ;  and  that,  on 
the  other  hand,  care  fhould  be  taken  to  provide  for  the  removal  of  fuch 
families  as  Ihould  prefer  to  be  fixed  upon  the  abandoned  plantations 
within  the  new  frontier,  which  was  now  intended  to  be  eftabllfhed. 
The  refult  was,  that  the  loyalifls  determined,  for  the  fecurity  and  pre- 
fervation  of  their  families,  to  bring  them  away  under  the  protedlion  of 
the  army  ;  with  the  farther  view,  when  they  were  fettled  within  the 
afligned  limits,  that  the  men  fhould  be  embodied,  in  order  to  make  in- 
curfions  into  the  difaffedled  fettlements. 

(17.)  Vide  Annual  Regifter,  page  94,  yean  781. 

As 


SOUTHERN     PROVINCES     OF     NORTH     AMERICA.  50J 

As  Lord  Rawdon's  impatience  to  profecute  the  bufinefs  of  the  cam-  appendix. 
paigii  would  not  admit  of  his  waiting  for  this  determination,  he  left 
Colonel  Cruger  behind  with  much  the  greater  part  of  his  force,  for 
the  purpofe  of  carrying  it  into  execution,  while  he  rharched  himfelf, 
with  eight  hundred  infantry  and  lixty  horfe,  for  the  Congarecs. 

He  had  previoufly  written,  when  on  his  way  to  Ninety  Six,  to  Co- 
lonel Balfour,  ftating  the  expediency  of  fending  a  flrong  corps  from 
Charles  town  to  Orangeburgh,  as  a  provifion  againil:  any  finifter  event 
that  might  poffibly  happen.  Upon  Balfour's  application  to  Colonel 
Gould,  he  immediately  granted  a  battalion  of  his  corps  for  that  pur- 
pofe ;  and  Lord  Rawdon,  before  his  departure  from  Ninety  Six,  had, 
in  confequence,  received  advice  from  the  commandant  of  Charles 
town,  not  only  of  Gould's  compliance,  but  that  the  3d  regiment  was 
under  orders  to  arrive  at  Orangeburgh  by  a  fpecified  day,  and  there  to 
wait  his  inftruftions ;  and,  as  if  it  were  to  remove  every  poffibility  of 
doubt,  he  received  a  fucceeding  letter  from  Colonel  Stuart,  who  com- 
manded that  regiment,  with  information  that  he  was  already  confide- 
rably  advanced  on  his  way  to  Orangeburgh.  Tliis  information,  and 
a  full  confidence  in  the  expeded  fupport,  were  the  grounds  upon 
which  Lord  Rawdon  founded  his  immediate  plan  of  operation,  and 
were  particularly  the  caufe  of  his  leaving  fo  great  a  part  of  his  force 
behind,  and  advancing  with  rather  an  unequal  corps  to  the  Congarees. 
In  the  fame  perfuafion  he  difpatched  a  number  of  meflengers  by  diffe- 
rent routes  to  meet  Colonel  Stuart  at  Orangeburgh,  and  appointing 
their  junftion  at  the  Congarees  on  the  3d  of  July. 

(18.)  Through  fome  error  or  mifapprehenfion,  which  has  not  been 
explained,  Colonel  Stuart  was  not  only  flopped  on  his  march  by  orders 

(18.)  Vide  Annual  Regifter,  page  95,  year  1781. 

3  from 
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APPENDIX,  from  Charles  town,  but  was  fo  far  recalled,  that  he  fell  back  to  Dor- 
chefter  on  his  return  to  that  place.  It  may  be  obferved,  that  the  ex- 
peftation  and  apprehenfion  of  a  French  fleet  and  army  on  the  coaft,  in 
order  to  co-operate  with  Greene,  and  to  put  a  final  end  to  the  war  in 
that  quarter,  by  the  redudion  of  Charles  town,  had  a  great  influence 
on  the  operations  of  this  campaign,  and  on  the  conduft  and  move- 
ments of  the  commanders  on  both  fides  ;  it  may  not,  therefore,  be 
unreafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  this  apprehenflon,  perhaps  revived  by 
fome  new  report,  occafioned  the  recall  of  Colonel  Stuart.  But  how- 
ever that  may  be,  it  certainly  was  a  meafure  which,  under  other  cir- 
cumftances,  might  have  proved  fatal  in  the  event  to  Lord  Rawdon, 
and  which  was  attended  with  no  fmall  danger  even  in  the  prefent 
in  fiance. 

Greene  had  early  information  of  the  flate  of  force  in  which  the 
Britifh  commander  marched  from  Ninety  Six,  and  had  the  fortune 
likewife  to  intercept  a  letter  from  Colonel  Stuart,  fignifying  the  change 
that  had  been  made  in  his  inflruftions,  and  the  confequent  impoffibi- 
lity  of  meeting  him  at  the  time  and  place  appointed.  Thefe  circum- 
flances  led  him  to  the  defign  of  furrounding  Lord  Rawdon  fo  effec- 
tually, that  he  could  not  extricate  himfelf,  while  he  continued  lin- 
gering In  the  vain  expectation  of  a  reinforcement  which  was  not  to 
arrive. 

Lord  Rawdon,  by  forced  marches,  in  order  to  furprize  a  body  of 
militia,  of  which  be  had  received  fome  intelligence,,  arrived  at  the 
Congarees  on  the  ifl  of  July,  two  days  before  the  appointed  time  ;  a 
rapidity  of  movement  which  probably  had  no  fmall  effedl  upon  the 
ifllie  of  Greene's  fcheme.-  He  foon  difcovered  that  the  enemy's  light 
troops  were  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  took  the  neceflary  precautions 

on 
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on  that  account ;  but  his  cavalry,  regardlefs  of  exprefs  orders  to  the  appekdix. 
contrary,  went  out  by  themfelves  to   forage  on  the  morning  of  the 
very  day  upon  which  Colonel  Stuart  was  expected  :  They  were  foon 
furrounded  by  Lee's  legion  ;  and   two  officers,  with   forty  dragoons, 
and  their  horfes,    were  all  taken  without  a  blow.     This,  which  in 
other  circumftances  would  not  have   been  much  thought  of,  was,  in 
the  prefent,  a  mofl  grievous  flroke  ;  and  more  particularly  fo,  as  th& 
means  of  procuring  intelligence  in  this  crifis  gf  fo  much  danger  was 
thereby  cut  ofFalmoft  entirely.     This  lofs,  with  the  unexpected  allem- 
blage  of  the  enemy,  which  had  already  been  difcovered  in  the  neigh- - 
bourhood,  and  the  unexpe^fled  failure  on  Stuart's  fide,    happily  laid 
open  at  once  to  Lord  Rawdon,   all  the  danger  of  his  own  fituatioft  :_ 
He   accordingly    determined   inflantly   to    begin    his    march    towards;- 
Orangeburgh,  and  to  meet,  or  find  Stuart  wherever  he  was. 

The  route  lay  acrofs  Congaree  creek,  at  about  three  miles  diftance  ; 
a  broad  piece  of  water,  in  moft  parts- deep,  and.  enclosed  by  difficult 
banks.     Colonel  Lee,  who  had  been   appointed   to  the  guard  of  this^ 
paffage,  having  deftroyed  the  bridge,  and  felled   trees  to  render  the 
ford  imprafticable,  had  then  pofted  himfelf  behind  the  creek,  with  a 
confiderablp   body  of  cavalry,  and  fome  infantry  of  his  Jegion.     The 
intenfe   heat  of  the  fun  about  noon,  which  feemed  almofl  to  difable 
every  fort  of  motion,  and  in  every  fpecies   of  animal,  had  thrown  the 
Americans  off  their  guard  ;  and  the  unexpected  arrival  of  the  Britiih 
forces  in   that  critical  period,  ferved  much   to  facilitate  the  paffage. 
After  the  exchange  of  only  a  few  ineffectual  fhots,  a  body  of  infantry 
were  thrown  over,  who  having  difperfed  the  enemy  without  trouble, 
the  troops  foon  cleared   the   fords,  and   paffed  them   without  inter- 
ruption. 


Lord 
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APPEKDIX-.  Lord  Rawdon  was  joined  on  the  day  after  his  arrival  at  Orange- 
burgh  by  Colonel  Stuart,  with  his  own  regiment  ;  biit  was  greatly 
difappointed  at  finding  that  he.  was  unaccompanied  by  a  body  of 
cavalry  which  had  been  promifed,  ajjid  which  were  fo  particularly 
wanted.  At  the  fame  time  advice  was  received,  that  Greene  had  paffed 
the  Congaree,  and  was  in  full  march  to  attack  the  Britifli  army.  That 
commander  having  miffed  what  he  little  lefs  than  confidered  as  a  cer- 
tain prey,  had  collecled  all  the  force  which  the  country  afforded,  and 
feemed  determined,  before  they  were  fixrther  ftrengthened,  to  try  hi? 
fortune  in  the  field  :  He  accordingly,  on  the  roth  of  July,  led  his 
army  within  four  miles  of  the  Britiffi  camp,  and  in  the  evening,  at  the 
head  of  his  cavalry,  clofely  reconnoitered  their  pofition.  As  their  fitq- 
ation  had  but  little  of  ftrength  in  it,  excepting  that  the  winding  of  the 
river  which  lay  in  their  rear  would  in  fome  meafure  remedy  the  total 
want  of  cavalry,  by  ferving  as  a  cover  to  their  flanks,  and  reducing 
the  enemy  to  a  diredl  attack,  Lord  Rawdon  flattered  himfelf,  that 
Greene's  fuperiority  of  numbers  would  in  the  morning  have  tempted 
him  to  the  trial. 

While  the  Britifli  forces  were  impatient  for  the  wifhed  event, 
their  difpofition  and  countenance  had  produced  a  direcl  contrary  effe6l ; 
for  Greene  had  abandoned  his  camp,  and  retired  with  fuch  precipita- 
tion in  the  night,  and  his  movement  was  fo  long  and  effeftually  co- 
vered by  his  numerous  light  troops,  that  he  fecured  his  paffage  back 
acrofs  the  Congaree  before  Lord  Rawdon  had  received  notice  of  his  re- 
treat. An  unfuccefsful  attempt  made  by  Sumpter,  Lee,  and  Marion, 
upon  the  19th  regiment,  at  Monk's  corner,  along  with  this  retreat  of 
Greene,  clofed  the  campaign  in  South  Carolina  ;  the  intemperatenefs 
of  the  climate,  for  a  feafon,  overcoming  the  violence  of  man.  Greene. 
being  joined  by  Marion  and  the  reff,  took  pod  on   the  high  hills  of 

Santee, 
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Santee,  to  the  eallward  of  that  river.     The  Santee,  the  Congaree,  and  appendix. 
the  Ediflo,  were  the  eftablifhed  bouiidaries  on  the  Britifli  fide. 

(19.)  It  is  impoffible  to  do  juftice  to  the  fpirit,  patience,  and  invin- 
cible fortitude,  difplayed  by  the  commanders,  officers,  and  Ibldiers, 
during  thefe  dreadful  campaigns  in  the  two  Carolinas.  They  had  not 
only  to  contend  with  men,  and  thefe  by  no  means  deficient  in  bra- 
very and  enterprize,  but  they  encountered  and  furmounted  difficulties 
and  fatigues  from  the  climate  and  the  country,  which  would  appear 
infuperable  in  theory,  and  almofi:  incredible  in  the  relation.  They 
difplayed  military,  and,  we  may  add,  moral  virtues,  far  above  all 
praife.  During  renewed  fucceflions  of  forced  marches,  under  the  rage 
of  a  burning  fun,  and  in  a  climate,  at  that  feafon,  peculiarly  inimical 
to  man,  they  were  freq^uently,  when  finking  under  the  mofl  exceffive 
fatigue,  not  only  defiitute  of  every  comfort,  but  almofi:  of  every  ne- 
cefllary  which  feems  efifential  to  his  exiftence.  During  the  greater 
part  of  the  time,  they  were  totally  deftitute  of  bread,  and  the  country 
aflbrded  no  vegetables  for  a  fubftitute.  Salt  at  length  failed  ;  and 
their  only  refources  were  water,  and  the  wild  cattle  which  they  found 
in  the  woods.  Above  fifty  men,  in  this  laft  expedition,  funk  under 
the  vigour  of  their  exertions,  and  perifhed  through  mere  fatigue.  We 
mufl  not,  however,  confine  the  praife  entirely  to  the  Britifh  troops,  ■ 
as  a  detachment  of  Heffians,  which  had  been  lent  upon  the  occafion 
by  General  de  Bofe,  defervedly  came  in  for  their  proper  fiiare.  The 
fame  jufiice  reqjfiires,  that  the  Ameticans  fliould  not  be  deprived  of 
their  {hare  of  this  fatal  glory.  They  had  the  fame  difficulties  to  en- 
counter, joined  to  a  fortune  in  the  field  generally  adverfe  :  Yet,  on 
the  whole,  the  campaign  terminated  in  their  favour;  General  Greene 

(19.)  Vide  Annual  Regifter,  page  97,  year  1781. 
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APPENDIX,  having  recovered  the  far  greater  part  of  Georgia  and  of  the  two  Caro- 
luias. 

The  two  following  letters  will  explain  the  operations  in  South 
Carolina  to  the  middle  of  September,  and  clofe  this  appendix. 

Extradl  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant- colonel  Stewart  to  Earl  Cornwallis, 
dated  EutaiVf  September  9,   1 78 1 . 

(20.)  WITH  particular  fatisfa(£lion  I  have  the  honour  to  inform 
your  lordfliip,  that  on  the  8th  inftant  I  was  attacked  by  the  rebel 
General  Greene,  with  all  the  force  he  could  collect  in  this  province 
and  North  Carolina,  and  after  an  obftinate  engagement,  which  lafted 
near  two  hours,  I  totally  defeated  him,  and  took  two  fix-pounders. 

Soon  after  I  had  the  honour  of  writing  your  lordfhip  from  Thomp* 
fon's,  I  received  information  of  Greene's  having  moved  with  the  rebel 
army  towards  Camden,  and  croffed  the  Wateree  near  that  place,  and, 
from  the  beft  intelligence  I  could  colled,  was  on  his  march  to  Friday's 
ferry,  on  the  Congarees. 

The  army  tinder  my  command  being  milch  in  want  of  neceffarles, 
and  there  being  at  the  fame  time  a  convoy  with  provlfions  on  the 
march  from  Charles  town,  which  would  have  neceffarily  obliged  me 
to  make  a  detachment  of,  at  leafl,  four  hundred  men  (which  at  that 
time  I  could  ill  afford,  the  army  being  much  weakened  by  ficknefs) 
to  meet  the  convoy  at  Martin's,  fifty-fix  miles  from  the  camp :  The 

(20.)  Vide  RertlerabraHcer,  page  152,  iflpart,  yeariySa* 

dl  fiance 
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diftance  being  fo  great,  a  fmaller  efcort  was  liable  to  fall  by  the  ene- appendix. 
my's  cavalry,  which  are  very  numerous. 

I  THEREFORE  thought  it  advifeable  to  retire  by  flow  marches  to  the 
Eutaws,  where  I  might  have  an  opportunity  of  receiving  my  fupplies, 
and  difencumber  myfelf  from  the  lick,  without  rillcing  my  efcorts,  or 
fuffer  myfelf  to  be  attacked  at  a  difadvantage,  fliould  the  enemy  have 
crofled  the  Congarce. 

Notwithstanding  every  exertion  being  made  to  gain  intelligence 
of  the  enemy's  fituatlon,  they  rendered  it  impoflible,  by  way-laying 
the  bye  paths  and  pafles  through  the  different  fwamps  ;  and  even  de- 
tained different  flags  of  truce  which  I  had  fent  on  public  bufinefs  on 
both  fides.  / 

About  fix  o*clock  in  the  morning  I  received  Intelligence  by  two 
deferters,  who  left  General  Greene's  camp  the  preceding  evening, 
about  feven  miles  from  this  place  ;  and  from  their  report,  the  rebel 
army  confifted  of  near  four  thoufand  men,  with,  a  numerous  body  of 
cavalry,  and  four  pieces  of  cannon. 

In  the  mean  time  1  received  information  by  Major  Coffin,  whom  I 
had  previoufly  detached  with  one  hundred  and  ferty  infantry  and  fifty 
cavalry,  in  order  to  gain  intelligence  of  the  enemy,  that  they  appeared 
in  force  in  his  front,  then  about  four  miles  from  my  camp. 

Finding  the  enemy  in  fotce  fo  neat  me,  1  determined  to  fight  them,  Aftion  at 
as  from  their  numerous  cavalry^  feemed  to  me  to  be  attended  with 
dangerous  confequences.      1  immediately  formed  the  line  of  battle, 

3  with 
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APPENDIX,  with  the  right  of  the  army  to  Eutaw  biauch,  and  its  left  cioffing  the 
road  leading  to  Roache's  plantation,  leaving  a  corps  on  a  commanding 
fituation  to  cover  the  Charles-town  road,  and  to  acl  occafionally  as  a 
referve.  About  nine  o'clock  the  adliou  began  on  the  right,  and  foon 
after  became  general. 

Knowing  that  the  enemy  were  much  fuperior  in  numbers,  and  at 
the  fame  time  finding  that  they  attacked  with  their  militia  in  front, 
induced  me  not  to  alter  my  pofition,  unlefs  I  faw  a  certain  advantage 
to  be  gained  by  it  ;  for  by  moving  forwards,  I  expofed  both  flanks  of 
the  army  to  the  enemy's  cavalry,  which  1  faw'  ready  formed  to  take 
that  advantage,  particularly  on  the  left,  which  obliged  me  to  move 
the  referve  to  fupport  it. 

By  an  unknown  miftake,  the  left  of  the  line  advanced,  and  drove 
their  militia  and  North  Carolinians  before  them  ;  but  unexpe6ledly 
finding  the  Virginian  and  Maryland  lines  ready  formed,  and  at  the 
fame  time  receiving  a  heavy  fire,  occafioned  fome  confufion  :  It  was 
therefore  neceffary  to  retire  a  little  diftance  to  an  open  field,  in  order  to 
form,  which  was  inftantly  done,  under  cover  of  a  heavy  wcll-dire£ted 
fire  fi'om  a  detachment  of  New-York  volunteers,  under  command  of 
Major  Sheridan,  whom  I  haid  preyioufly  ordered  to  take  poft  in  the 
houfe,  to  check  the  enemy,  fhould  they  attempt  to  pafs  it. 

The  a£lion  was  renewed  with  great  fpirit ;  but  I  was  fofry  to  find 
that  a  three -pounder,  pofled  on  the  road  leading  to  Roache's,  had  been 
difabled,  and  could  not  be  brought  off  when  the  left  of  the  line  re- 
tired. 


The 
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•  The  right  wing  of  the  army  being  compofed  of  the  flank  battalion,  appendix. 
under  the  command  of  Major  Majoribanks,  having  repulfed  and  drove 
every  thing  that  attacked  them,  made  a  rapid  move  to  their  left,  and 
attacked  the  enemy  in  flank  :  Upon  which  they  gave  way  in  all  quar- 
ters, leaving  behind  them  two  brafs  fix-pounders,  and  upwards  of  two., 
hundred  killed  on  the  field  of  action,  and  fixty  taken  prifoners,  amongfl 
which  is  Colonel  Wafhingtnn,  and  from  every  information,  about  eight 
hundred  wounded,  although  they  contrived  to  carry  them  ofl-^  during 
the  action.  The  enemy  retired  with  great  precipitation  to  a  flrong 
fituation,  about  feven  miles  from  the  field  of  adlion,  leaving  their  ca- 
valry to. cover  their  retreat.  The  glory  of  the  day  would  have  been 
more  complete,  had  not  the  want  of  cavalry  prevented  me  from  taking 
the  advaiitage  which  the  gallantry  of  my  infantry  threw  in  my  way. 
I  omitted  to  inform  your  lordfliip,  in  its  proper  place,  of  the  army's 
having  for  fome  time  been  much  in  want  of  bread,  there  being  no  old 
corn  or  mills  near  me  :  1  was  therefore  under  the  neceflity  of  fending 
out  rooting  parties  from  each  corps,  under  an  officer,  to  colleft  pota- 
toes, every  morning  at  daybreak  ;  and  unfortunately,  that  of  the  flank 
battalion  and  buffs  having  gone  too  far  in  front,  fell  into  the  enemy's 
hands  before  the  adion  began,  which  not  only  weakened  my  line,  but 
increafed  their  number  of  prifoners. 

Since  the  acftlon,  our  time  has  been  employed  in  taking  care  of  tlie 
wounded  ;  and  finding  that  the  enemy  have  no  Intention  to  make  a 
iecond  attack,  I  have  determined  to  cover  the  wounded  as  fiir  as 
Monk's  corner  with  the  army. 

My  particular  thanks  are  due  to  Lieutenant-colonel  Cruger,  who 

commanded  the  front  line,  for  his  condud  and  gallantry  during  the 

adion;  and  Lieutenant-colonel  Allen,  Majors  Dawfon,  Stewart,  She- 

r  ridan, 
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APPENDIX,  ridan,  and  Coffin,  and  to  Captains  Kelly  and  Campbell,  commanding 
the  different  corps  and  detachments  ;  and  every  other  officer  and  fol- 
dier  fulfilled  the  feparate  duties  of  their  ftations  with  great  gallantry  : 
But  to  Major  Majoribanks,  and  the  flank  battalion  under  his  command, 
I  think  the  honour  of  the  day  is  greatly  due.  My  warmeft  praife  is 
due  to  Captain  Barry,  deputy  adjutant  general,  Major-brigade  Coxon, 
Lieutenant  Ranken,  affiftant  quarter-mafler  general,  and  to  a£ling 
Major-of  brigade  Roorback,  for  the  great  affiftance  they  rendered  me 
during  the  day. 

I  HOPE,  my  lord,  when  it  is  confidered  fuch  a  handful  of  men,  at- 
tacked by  the  united  force  of  Generals  Greene,  Sumpter,  Marion, 
Sumner,  and  Pickens,  and  the  legions  of  Colonels  Lee  and  Wafhing- 
ton,  driving  them  from  the  field  of  battle,  and  taking  the  only  two 
fix-pounders  they  had,  deferve  fome  merit. 

Inclosed  is  the  returns  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  miffing  of  Hii 
Majefty's  troops.  From  the  number  of  corps  and  detachments  which, 
appear  to  have  been  engaged,  it  may  be  fuppofed  our  force  is  great ; 
but  your  lordfhip  will  pleafe  to  obferve,  tiiat  the  army  was  much  re- 
duced by  ficknefs  and  olherwife.  I  hope  your  lordfliip  will  excufe 
any  inaccuracy  that  may  be  in  this  letter,  as  I  have  been  a  good  deal 
indifpofed  by  a  wound  which  I  received  in  my  left  elbow,  which,, 
though  flight,  from  its  fituation  is  troublefome.  It  will  give  me  moft 
Angular  pleafure,  if  my  condudl  meets  with  the  approbation  of  His 
Majefty,  that  of  your  lordffiip,  and  my  country. 


Return 
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Return  of  killed,  woundedy  and  miffing.  appendix. 

THREE  commiffioned  officers,  6  ferjeants,  i  drummer,  75  rank 
and  file,  killed;  16  commiffioned  officers,  20  ferjeants,  2  drummers, 
313  rank  and  file,  wounded;  lo  commiffioned  officers,  15  ferjeants,  8 
drummers,  224  rank  and  file,  miffing. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  General  Greene  to  the  Prejtdent  of  Congrefs,  from  his 
head  quarters,  at  Martin  s  tavern,  near  Fergufons  fwamp,  in  South 
Carolina,  Sept.  i  x ,   1 78 1 . 

(21.)  IN  my  difpatches  of  the  25th  of  Augufl:,  I  informed  your 
excellency,  that  we  were  011  the  march  to  Friday's  ferry,  with  the  in- 
tent of  forming  a  junction  with  the  troops  of  the  ftate  and  a  corps  of 
militia  that  were  there  aflembled,  and  to  attack  the  Englifli  army,  en.- 
camped,  near  M'Leod's  ferry..  ^ 

On  the  27th,  upon  our  arrival  there,  I  received  advice  that  the 
enemy  had  retired.  We  pafled  the  river  at  Howell's  ferry,  and  our 
firft  pofl:  was  Mothe's  plantation,  where  I  learnt  that  the  enemy  had 
ftopped  at  Eutaw's  fpring,  about  forty  miles  from  .us,  where  they  had. 
received  a, reinforcement,  and  they  prepared  to  eftablifh  a  poft. there. 
To  diflodge  them,. I  determined  to  hazard  an,  engagement,  although  1 
we  were  confiderab.ly  inferior, in  number. 

We  began  to-march  on  the  5th  of  September;  and  we  advanced  by  - 
fmall  marches,  as  well  to  difguife  our.  intention,  as  to  give  time  to 

(21.),  Vide  Remembrancer,  page  175,  ill  part,  1781.  . 

3  U,  General 
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APi'ENDix.  General  Marion,  who  had  been  detached,  to  rejoin  us  ;  fo  that  it  was 
the  7th  when  we  came  to  Bendell's  plantations,  within  feventeeu  miles 
of  the  enemy. 

We  marched  to  attack  the  enemy  at  four  o'clock  in  the  morning  of 
the  8th.  Our  front  line  was  compofed  of  four  fmall  battalions  of 
militia,  two  of  North  and  two  of  South  Carolina  ;  our  fecond  line 
confifted  of  three  fmall  brigades  of  continental  troops,  one  of  North 
Carolina,  one  of  Virginia,  and  one  of  Maryland ;  Lieutenant-colonel 
Lee,  with  his  legion,  covered  our  right  flank  ;  and  Lieutenant-colonel 
Henderfon,  with  the  flate  troops,  our  left.  Lieutenant-colonel  Wafh- 
ington,  with  his  cavalry  and  the  Delaware  troops,  formed  the  body  of 
referve.  Two  three-pounders  were  in  the  front  of  our  line,  and  two 
fix-pounders  with  the  fecond  line.  The  legion  and  the  flate  troops 
formed  our  advanced  guard,  and  were  to  retreat  on  our  flanks  when 
the  enemy  fhould  form.  We  marched  in  this  order  to  the  attack.  The 
legion  and  ftate  troops  met  with  a  part  of  the  enemy's  horfe  and  foot, 
about  four  miles  from  their  camp,  and  put  them  to  flight  with  fixed 
bayonets,  having  killed  and  wounded  many.  As  we  thought  this  was 
'  the  van  of  the  enemy,  our  firft  line  was  ordered  to  form,,  and  the 
legion  and  ilate  troops  to  take  poft  on  our  flanks.  From  the  place  of 
aftion  to  EuPaw  fprings,  the  whole  country  is  covered  with  wood. 
The  firing  began  at  three  miles  from  the  Englifh  camp.  The  militia 
advanced  firing,  and  the  advanced  ports  of  the  enemy  vvere  routed. 
The  fire  redoubled  ;  our  officers  behaved  with  the  greateft  bravery, 
and  the  militia  gained  much  honour  by  their  firmnefs  :  But  the  fire  of 
the  enemy,  who  continued  to  advance,  being  fuperior  to  our's,  the 


militia  were  obliged  to  retreat. 


The 
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The  Carolina  brigade,  under  General  Sumner,  were  ordered  to  fup-  appendix. 
port  them,  and,  though  not  above  three  months  raifed,  behaved  nobly. 
In  this  moment  of  adlion,  the  Virginians,  under  Colonel  Campbell, 
and  the  Maryl unders,  under  Colonel  Williams,  advanced  in  the  face 
of  the  enemy's  fire ;  a  terrible  cannonade,  and  a  ftiower  of  bullets, 
overturned  all  that  prefented,  and  the  enemy  were  put  to  the  rout. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Lee  turned  his  left  flank  to  the  enemy,  and 
charged  them  in  the  rear,  while  the  troops  of  Maryland  and  Virginia 
charged  them  in  the  front.  Colonel  Hampton,  who  commanded  the 
troops  of  the  ftate,  charged  one  part,  of  whom  he  made  one  hundred 
prifoners.  Colonel  Wafhington  advanced  with  a  corps  de  referve  upon 
th^  left,  w^eire  tj^e  en^my  appeai:ed  to  prepare  again  to  make  refif- 
tance,  ^nd  charged  them  fp  impetuoufly  with  his  cavalry,  and  a  body 
of  infantry,  that  they  had  not  time  to  rally. 

^■£  ■contini^e4  to  purfue  the  enemy,  after  having  broken  them, 
until  we  attained  their  camp.  A  great  number  of  prifoners  fell  into 
our  hands,  aad  fome  hundreds  of  fugitives  efcaped  towards  Charles 
town :  But  a  party  having  got  into  a  brick  houfe,  three  ftories  high, 
and  others  took  poft  in  a  pallifadoed  garden,  their  rear  being  covered 
by  fprings  and  hollow  ways,  the  enemy  renewed  the  fight.    Lieu-  ( 

tenant-colonel  Wafhington  did  his  utmoft  to  diflodge  them  from  a 
thick  wood,  but  found  it  impoffible  ;  his  horfe  was  killed  under  him, 
and  himfelf  wounded,  and  taken  prifoner.  Four  cannon  were  advanced 
againft  the  houfe,  but  the  fire  from  it  was  fo  brifk,  that  it  was  im- 
poffible to  force  it,  or  even  to  bring  on  the  cannon,  when  the  troops 
were  ordered  to  retreat,  and  the  greateft  part  of  the  officers  and  men 
who  ferved  thofe  cannon  were  either  killed  or  wounded. 

3  U  2  Wash- 
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APPENDIX.  Washington  having  failed  in  his  attack  on  the  left,  the  legloa 
could  not  fucceed  on  the  right  ;  and  feeing  our  foot  roughly  handled 
by  the  enemy's  fire,  and  our  ammunition  almoft  expended,  I  thought 
it  my  duty  to  (helter  them  from  the  fire  from  the  houfe,  being  per- 
fuaded  that  the  enemy  could  not  maintain  their  ports  but  a  few  hours, 
and  that  we  fhould  have  better  play  on  their  retreat,  than  to  obfti- 
nately  perfill  in  diflodging  them,  which  would  expofe  us  to  a  confi- 
derable  lofs. 

We  colle£led  all  our  wounded,  except  thofe  who  were  too  forward 
under  the  fire  of  the  houfe,  and  we  returned  to  the  bank,  which  we 
occupied  in  the  morning,  not  finding  water  any  where  nearer,'^  and 
our  troops  having  great  need  of  refrefhment,  after  a  fight  which  had 
continued  four  hours.     I  left  upon  the  field  of  battle  a  ftrong  picket. 

I  SHALL  fend  Colonel  Lee  and  General  Marion  early  to-morrow 
morning  between  Eutaw's  and  Charles  town,  to  prevent  the  reinforce- 
ments which  may  come  to  fuccour  the  enemy,  or  to  retard  their  march, 
if  they  attempt  to  retreat,  and  give  room  to  the  army  to  attack  their 
rear  guard,  and  complete  our  fuccefs.  We  loft  two  pieces  of  artillery 
to  the  enemy,  and  we  have  taken  one  of  theirs. 

The  night  of  the  9th  the  enemy  retired,  leaving  more  than  feventy 
of  their  wounded  behind  them,  and  more  than  a  thoufand  arms,  which 
they  had  broken  and  concealed  in  the  fprings  of  the  Eutaw's  ;  they 
ftaved  twenty  or  thirty  barrels  of  rum,  and  deftroyed  a  large  quantity^ 
of  provifions,  which  they  could  not  carry  with  them. 

We  purfued  them  as  foon  as  we  had  notice  of  their  retreat,  but  they 
joined  Major  M' Arthur,  General  Marion  and  Colonel  Lee  not  having 

troops 
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troops  enough  to  hinder  them.  At  our  approach  they  retired  to  appendix* 
Charles  town.  We  took  five  hundred  prifoners,  including  the  wounded 
they  had  left  behind ;  and  I  reckon  they  had  not  lefs  than  fix  hundred 
killed  and  wounded.  The  fugitives  fpread  fuch  an  alarm,  that  the 
enemy  burnt  their  provifions  at  Dorchefler,  and  quitted  their  port  at 
Fair  lawn.  A  great  number  of  negroes  and  others  have  been  em- 
ployed to  throw  down  trees  acrofs  the  roads  at  feme  miles  from  Charles 
town.  Nothing  but  the  brick  houfe,  and  their  ftrong  poft  at  Eutaw's, 
hindered  the  remains  of  the  Britifh  army  from  falling  into  our  hands. 

We  have  purfued  them  to  the  Eutaw's,  but  could  not  overtake 
them.  We  fhall  reft  here  one  or  two  days,  and  then  retake  our  old 
pofition  near  the  heights  of  San  tee. 

I  THINK  I  owe  the  victory  which  I  have  gained  to  the  brifk  ufe  the 
Virginians  and  Marylanders,  and  one  party  of  the  infantry,  made  of 
the  bayonet.  I  cannot  forbear  praifing  the  condu£l  and  courage  of  all 
my  troops. 

(Signed)  NATH.     GREENE. 


State  of  the  continental  troops. 

KILLED.  I  lieutenant  colonel,  6  captains,  5  fubalterns,  4  fer- 
jeants,  98  rank  and  file.  —  Wounded.  2  lieutenant  colonels,  7  cap- 
tains, 20  lieutenants,  24  ferjeants,  209  rank  and  file. —  Total,  408 
men. 


State 
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APFXVDXX. 

State  of  the  continental  troops  of  the  fate  and  mlUtki 

KILLED.  1  major,  4  fubalterns,  4  ferjeants,  16  foldlers.— 
Wounded.  3  lieutenant  colonels,  6  captains,  5  fubalterns,  8  ferjeants, 
91  foldiers. — Miffing,  8  foldiers.  —  Total,  146  men. 

Total  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  miffing,  of  the  contiaental 
troops  of  the  flate  and  militia,  554  men. 

Publilhed  by  order  of  Congrefs, 

CHARLES    THOMPSON,    Sec.' 
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D.  D.     Embelliflied  with  4  Plates  elegantly  engraved.     3  Vols.     3I.  3s. 

*^*  Another  Edition  in  4  Vols.     il.  4s. 

The  HISTORY  of  AMERICA,  Vol.  I.  and  II.  By  the  fame  Author. 
Illuftrated  with  Maps.     2I.  2s. 

*;^*  Another  Edition  in  3  Vols.     18  s. 

The  HISTORY  of  the  REIGN  of  PHILIP  the  Second,  King  of  SPAIN. 
By  Robert  Walfon,  LL.  D.,  Piofeffor  of  Philofophy  and  Rhetoric  at  the  Uni- 
verfity  of  St.  Andrew.     2d  Edition.     2  Vols.     2I.  2s. 

*.^*  Another  Edition  in  3  Vols.     18s. 

The  HISTORY  of  the  Decline  and  Fall  of  the  ROMAN  EMPIRE.  By 
Edward  Gibbon,  Efq.,  which  completes  a  Period  of  Hiftory  from  the  Age  of 
Trajan  and  the  Antonines  to  the  total  Deftrudtion  of  the  Roman  Empire  in  the 
Weft  ;  adorned  with  the  Head  of  the  Author,  and  Maps  adapted  to  the  Work. 
3  Vols.     3I.  15s. 

■f\^'\-  The  fecond  and  third  Volumes  may  be  had  feparate  to  complete 
Sets.     2I.  2s.  in  Boards. 

*^*  Another  Edition  in  6  Vols,     il,  16s. 

The  HISTORY  of  ANCIENT  GREECE,  its  Colonies,  and  Conqucfts, 
from  the  earlift  Accounts  till  the  Divifion  of  the  Macedonian  Empire  in  the 
Eaft.  Including  the  Hiftory  of  Literature,  Philofophy,  and  the  fine  Arts'. 
Bv  John  Gill!es,^M.  D.     2  Vols.     2I.  10s. 

The 


B'OOXS    F'nt^d    fi^fj    ^^'^    "'olJ    byj    T.    C  A  DELL. 

The  HI^TOP.Y  of  GREAT  BRITAIN,  from  the  firft  Invafion  of  it  by 
the  Romans  under  Julius  Csfar ;  written  on  a  new  Plan.  By  Robert  Henry, 
D.  D.     5  Vols.     5I.  5s,  in  Boanis.. 

An  INQUIRY  into  the  Principles  of  POLITICAL  OECONOMY;  being 

an   Eifay  on  the   Science  of  Domeilic   Policy  in  Free  Nations ;  in  which  are 
paiticularly   confulcred,    Population,   Agriculture,  Trade,    Induflry,    Money, 
'""  in,    lu/^reft,    Circulation,    Banks,    Exchange,    Public  Credit,  Taxes,  &c. 
'^T  •*  -,j     ames  Stuart,  Bart.     2  Vols.     Royal  Paper.     2I.  is.  in  Boards. 

LECTURES  on  RHETORIC  and  BELLES  LETTRES.  By  Hugh  Blair, 
D.  D.,  one  of  the  Minifters  of  the  High  Church,  and  Profeflbr  of  Rhetoric 
and  Belles  Lettres,  in  the  Univerfity  of   Edinburgh  ;   with  a  Head  of   the 

Author.     2  Vols,     2I.  2s. 

*,^,"*  Another  Edition  in  3  Vols.     i8s. 

An  Account  of  the  VOYAGES  undertaken  by  Order  of  His  prefent 
Majefty  for  making  DISCOVERIES  in  the  SOUTHERN  HEMISPHERE, 
and  fucceilively  performed  by  Commodore  Byron,  Captain  Wallis,  and  Cap- 
tain Carteret,  in  the  Dolphin,  and  Swallow,  and  the  Endeavour ;  drawn  up 
from  the  Journals  which  were  kept  by  the  feveral  Commanders,  and  from  the 
Papers  of  Jofeph  Banks,  Efq.  and  Dr.  Solander.  By  John  Hawkef worth,  LL.D^ 
Illuftrate<i  with  Cuts  and  a  great  Variety  of  Charts  and  Maps  (in  all,  fifty-two 
Plates)  relative  to  the  Countries  now  firfl  difcovered,  or  hitherto  but  imper- 
ledlly  known.     Price  3I.  12s.  bound. 

An  Account  of  a  VOYAGE  towards  the  SOUTH  POLE,  and  ROUND 

the  WORLD,  Performed  in  His  Majefty's  Ships  the  Refolution  and  Adven- 
ture, in  the  Years  1772,  1773,  1774,  and  1775.  Written  by  James  Cook, 
Commander  of  the  Refolution.  In  which  is  included  Captain  Furneaux's  Nar- 
rative of  his  Proceedings  in  the  Adventure,  during  the  Separation  of  the  Ships. 
Elegantly  printed  in  2  Vols.  Royal.  Illuftrated  with  Maps  and  Charts,  and  a 
Variety  of  Portraits  of  Perfons  and  Views  of  Places,  drawn  during  the  Voyage 
by  Mr.  Hodges,  and  engraved  by  the  moll  eminent  Mailers.     Price  2I.  12s. 

-A  VOYAGE  to  the  PACIFIC  OCEAN,  undertaken  by  Command  of  His 
Majefty,  for  making  Difcoveries  in  the  NORTHERN  HEMISPHERE,  to 
determine  the  Pofition  and  Extent  of  the  Well  Side  of  North  America;  its 
Diftance  from  Afia  ;  and  the  Pradllcability  of  a  Northern  Paflage  to  Europe ; 
performed  under  the  Diredlion  of  Captains  Cooke,  Clerkc,  and  Gore,  in  His 
Majefty's  Ships  the  Refolution  and  Difcovery,  in  the  Years  1776,  1777,  177^, 
1779,  and  1780,  in  3  Volumes.  Vol.  i  and  2  written  by  Captain  James  Cooke, 
F.  R.  S.  Vol.  3,  by  Captain  James  King,  LL.  D.  F.  R.  S.  Illuftrated  with 
Maps  and  Charts  from  the  original  Drawings  made  by  Lieut.  Henry  Roberts, 
under  the  Diredtion  of  Captain  Cook  ;  and  with  a  great  Variety  of  Portraits  of 
Perlons,  Views  af  Places,  and  hiftorical  Reprefentations  of  remarkable  Inci- 
dents, drawn  by  Mr.  PFebhcr  during  the  Voyage,  and  engraved  by  the  moli 
eminent  Artifts.  Publiftied  by  Order  of  the  Lords  CommiiBoners  of  the 
Adpiralty, 
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